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It’s easy to get up and watch the news nowadays and come away thinking that hope is 
in short supply. We hear stories of: 
• devastating terror attacks on the unsuspecting and the innocent 
• we’re living in as divisive and volatile of a political environment as I’ve ever seen 
• the moral landscape in our nation is literally madness as we’re watching the denial 

of things that used to be self-evidently true 
• there is also the false promise of alleged “social justice” and I mean to tell you 

folks—violence against people who disagree with us, or people who we perceive 
to have done us wrong—that stuff is ungodly and evil.  

 
And the news in our personal lives might not be any better than what we watch on tv.  
• family strife—apparently irreconcilable conflict between spouses, or parents and 

children… 
• you may be in a difficult marriage or relationship and frankly you are crying out to 

God for help. When is he going to answer this prayer?  
 
My aim today is to inspire hope within you. My heart is to give you God’s answer for 
every single prayer you send heavenward. And the answer to those prayers is found in a 
story that is unique to the Gospel of Luke. A story that is sad and funny, hopeless and 
hopeful all at the same time.  
 
Transition: I’ve entitled this last message in the 11:59 series “12:01”. Because the story 
we’re going to read today happens post-miracle-needed. The window has closed.  
 
Out of the 10’s of thousands of well-wishers, curious spectators, groups with political 
agendas, and those just there for the bountiful supply of miraculous bread and fish—
and healing and restoration—of the 10’s of thousands of people that Jesus touched, 
healed, preached the Gospel of the Kingdom to—there are only 120 left.  
• The disciples are dazed and confused. Nothing turned out according to their 

expectations.  
• The disciples are emotionally devastated that their master is gone.  
• They feel guilt and shame for having abandoned him in his greatest hour of need. 
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• They have nowhere to go. They’ve left everything for him. Their family trades and 
to a degree they’ve left their families. All for Jesus. All for his Kingdom.  

 
But they have heard that on Sunday morning, the women saw him alive! 
 
Peter also has seen him alive! 
 
Everyone is left scratching their heads and trying to put the pieces together, and 
wondering what to make of it all. All of it is so confusing.  
Luke 24:13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that 
had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus 
himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing 
him.17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood 
still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?” 19 “What things?” he asked. 
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1. The disciples can’t see Jesus. The story is sad. No doubt. But it’s also hilarious, 
because Jesus is totally messing with these disciples. True to form, Jesus finds a creative 
way to teach in which the disciples will never forget.  
I think there are some reasons they can’t see Jesus that relate to us today: 
• They’re moving on (vv. 13, 33) We’re not told why they are going 7 miles away 

from Jerusalem to Emmaus. But here’s what we do know—at the end of the story—
as soon as they realize it is the resurrected, glorified Christ among them, they 
immediately head back to Jerusalem where they likely stayed until Pentecost. I 
think we can surmise from this that these disciples are going back to where they 
came from—packing it in, moving on because God didn’t come through in the last 
minute when they thought he should or when they needed him to.  
o People today: A young former Buddhist who wanted to talk about Jesus but 

wouldn’t believe.  
o High profile pastors and worship pop stars who disavow the Christian faith.  

It’s difficult to see Jesus clearly when you’ve decided to move on.  
• They’re preoccupied in conversation (14-15). The irony of this moment is thick in 

the story. They are discussing all the events and the stories they’ve heard and the 
significance of Jesus the Messiah. Busy in deep reflection, engrossed in 
philosophical speculation over what Jesus of Nazareth must have meant. And 
Jesus, risen Lord of the world, is right there walking with them. Sometimes, people 
can’t see Jesus clearly because they’ve decided to move on. Sometimes it’s 
because they love studying about Jesus in Bible studies and discussion groups more 
than they like being with Jesus as worshipers and followers.  
o Illus. The juxtaposition between studying academically Jesus in my doctoral 

program and then drawing close to him over the last 9 months.  
o Discipleship Fair Sept. 8, 15: Folks we are going to have lots of opportunities 

to plug into community. We are Christ Community Church. Not Christ “Rock 
n-Roll Worship” Church. But as you plug into discipleship groups or classes or 
ministries here, don’t become so busy studying the Bible you forget to sit at 
Jesus’ feet and draw life from the risen Lord.  

• They were kept from recognizing him (vv.16-17). They were kept from recognizing 
him. Why? Because Jesus wants to properly condition them first. The resurrection 
happened in Jerusalem, they’re travelling in the opposite direction. And often I find 
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that God has to properly condition me before he reveals himself to me in some life-
changing way.  
The very first thing that we learn as these disciples, champions of discussion 
about Jesus—can’t see him in their very midst. And Jesus asks these blind disciples, 
“What are you discussing as you walk along?” And they respond rather rudely, “Are 
you the only person visiting Jerusalem who isn’t aware of the things that 
transpired?” 

 

19 “What things?” he asked (in other words, tell me what you think you know). 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 
before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be 
sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took 
place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this 
morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
(And so we thought it would be a good idea to just leave town).  
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what 
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he 
were going farther. (now Jesus is really messing with them—a test of responsiveness).  
29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
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2.  The disciples don’t know who Jesus really is (vv.19-24).  
Notice, they have correctly identified him as a prophet from God. Jesus himself 
identified his ministry this way in Luke 4 at the beginning of this Gospel.  
Jesus is the prophet who has brought the year of jubilee, the cancellation of debt, the 
year of the Lord’s favor—to set the captives free, open blind eyes, restore the outcast.  
And like a prophet Elijah Jesus goes to the outsiders who aren’t welcomed in the group.  
And Jesus is rejected at Nazareth—and ends his time there saying, “no prophet is 
accepted in his home town.  
 
They’re not wrong so far as they have it. But clearly, they don’t have a complete picture 
of who Jesus is.  
• Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (Moses and temple). 
• Jesus is the suffering servant who is pierced for our transgressions, bruised for our 

iniquities, the punishment that brings us peace is upon him, and by his stripes we 
are healed. Surely he has born the iniquities of us all. God’s paschal lamb.  

• Jesus is the sovereign Son of Man from Daniel 7. Who ascends, after his death, on 
a cloud of glory to the Ancient of Days (God the Father) and receives all power and 
dominion over the earth, and receives worship from the nations.  

• Jesus is the descendant and Lord of David. He is the good shepherd and the 
incarnate ruler of Ezekiel 34 and psalm 23. 

 
Jesus is not just another Jewish spokesman sent from God—he is God the Son speaking. 
And he has died for the disciples’ sins, and risen from the dead to vindicate his claim on 
the earth.  
They have to see it in the Scriptures before they get a personal revelation from God.  
 
The way that God prepares the mind to receive the revelation that Jesus is God’s 
redeemer from eternity, and the cross is the cypher key to the mystery of God’s 
redemption plan in the ages—is he teaches men Jesus from the Scriptures.  
The result is that their hearts are warmed to it. Their souls crave more. When God 
teaches the dead soul His word, he conditions that man/woman through the word to 
receive the knowledge of God in Christ.  
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30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those 
with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has 
appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus 
was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 
 
3. Jesus is the answer to every longing of the heart (vv. 30-35).  
Let’s recap:  
• They are disappointed and saddened because their nationalistic hopes—that Jesus 

would free them from Roman oppression. That Jesus would restore Israel to top 
position in the world. That Jesus would fulfill all of their messiah-expectations. 
They said “we had hoped that he would be the messiah, and not just another 
prophet.”  

Stop and think what it is you long for?  
And it may be that the moment for God to step in and save that situation has passed. 
We are well beyond 11:59 here—but at 12:01, hope begins to stir. When what we 
thought was a closed window of opportunity—God is still working in ways that we could 
not have anticipated, in ways we could not have foreseen.  
 
Now the news of Jesus’ resurrection isn’t second hand, it isn’t hearsay, it isn’t just a 
rumor to them anymore. The reality of it is sitting right here at dinner. The risen Jesus 
sits before them—presiding over a meal—offering them fellowship and offering them 
comfort.  
 
The resurrected Jesus is the bread of life they crave. 
 
Just look at how “bread” is used in Luke’s Gospel.  
• Jesus begins his ministry tempted with bread.  
• Jesus offends the Jewish leaders by eating unlawful bread.  
• Jesus announces that he’s the new and better Moses by multiplying bread.  
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• Jesus uses bread as one key symbol in illustrating his mission and the Gospel at Last 
Supper.  

• Jesus now uses this bread, breaking it, and symbolically it becomes the moment 
their eyes are opened to the truth of who he is.  

What bread are you in need of today?  
 
What miracle or answer to prayer do you seek?  
 
Whatever it is, I want you to know that ultimately, for the disciple, Jesus is the bread of 
life—come down from heaven.  
Jesus is the manna given by the Father.  
 
It doesn’t matter if I had gained the whole world—without Jesus what have I really 
gained?  
Illus. I hesitate to tell the story of disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein. Imagine having all 
the money you could every want. So much that you felt it gave you power over the 
innocent, the vulnerable. You buy your own private island in the carribean. And that 
island became a nexus for trafficking young teenage girls. What did it profit him to gain 
everything and forfeit his very soul in damnation? The price tag? Too high.  
Whatever else I have gained, the thing I need most is for the resurrected Jesus to invite 
me to fellowship at his table. To receive life. To break bread with the savior, but to 
receive him as the manna who came down out of heaven.  
 
Our application questions today:  
1. Are there some things about Jesus you just haven’t figured out yet and you’re waiting 
to have it all worked out, thought through, questions answered—before you believe? I 
want to challenge you to invite the savior in.  
2. Is there a disappointment your harboring against the Lord—an expectation you’ve 
had of him and 11:59 has come and gone and it looks too late for God to fulfill that unmet 
hope? 
3. Along with Jesus, what else do you want? Because Jesus is the answer to the greatest 
longing of your heart. 
 


