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Intro: We begin today with the story of James Bond Stockdale, a United States Navy Vice Admiral 
was awarded the Medal of Honor in Vietnam. He was a prisoner of war for 8 years. After his release, 
he was asked “How did you survive your captivity? How did you make it all those years?”  
He answered, “I never once lost my faith in the end of the story. I never doubted that I would make 
it out and prevail in the end, whenever it came. I told myself, ‘James, you’re going to turn this 
experience into the defining event of your life—you will prevail in the end.’ And to tell the truth” 
James said, “As horrific as it was, I wouldn’t trade it for anything.”  
 
The interviewer asked a follow up question of Admiral Stockdale, “Who didn’t make it out?” To 
which he replied, “The men who didn’t make it were the optimists.” Men with false hope, who had 
created artificial deadlines. They’d tell themselves, “by Christmas, we’ll be out” Christmas would 
come and their hopes were dashed. Then they’d say “By Easter, we’ll be out”, Easter would come 
and go and their hope would fade. Or “Thanksgiving—we’ll be set free for sure by Thanksgiving.” And 
when freedom, when release from captivity didn’t come in their timing, their hope evaporated. 
Admiral Stockdale concluded, “Those men didn’t die of their tortures. They died of a broken heart. 
Of unmet expectations.” They died, sadly, because rescue didn’t come on their time table, according 
to their schedule. 
 
As believers, we must face two realities—that God’s plan is certain—his purpose and strategy is 
unchangeable—we must live with the end of story in mind. In Christ, we will prevail in the end. 
 
Jesus said “In this world you will have tribulation—but take heart I have overcome the world!” 
And in the midst of harsh realities and disappointments, we must not hold God to contrived or forced 
finish lines. Holding on to hope means we rest in the knowledge that God’s plan, his purpose, and his 
timing are good, pleasing and perfect. Though, it sometimes does not feel that way. 
 
Transition: Today we’re beginning a new series called “11:59: Last Minute Saves and Miraculous 
Comebacks in the Bible.” During our time together looking at these amazing stories of last-minute 
miracles. It seems to me that God likes coming through at the last second, of the last minute, of the 
last hour. And I don’t get that. I don’t want it to be that way. I’d prefer Jesus to come through—not 
at the 11th hour or the last minute, but on the first minute of the first hour. Because the truth is I 
don’t want to face the trials that are intended by God to burnish my character and produce in me an 
unspoilable, untarnishable hope. 
 
Today, we’re going to begin with a big picture message. We’re looking at a text that helps us to 
understand the timing of God’s goodness and grace to us in Romans 5:1-11.  
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Background: Chapter 5 in Romans is like a bridge between two summits—the first being Romans ch’s 
1-4 in which Paul has made a strong case for the fact God has accomplished the Justification of sinners 
by faith in Christ’s death and resurrection. Chapter 5 reflects on that fact, but then ushers into new 
vistas—The sinners who have been justified will be glorified in redemption and resurrection. Those 
whom God has justified he will also glorify.  
But Chapter 5 recaps territory already covered, hills, paths, scenic panoramas—while introducing 
Paul’s fresh insights on living a Justified life on our way to being glorified with Christ in resurrection. 
 
Romans 5:1-11 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And 
we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare 
to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is 
this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
 
Let’s take a few minutes and break this passage down, turning our attention to its truths 
  



11:59: Last Minute Saves and Miraculous Comebacks in the Bible 
At Just the Right Time / Romans 5:1-11 / Jeff Kennedy July 14, 2019 

 3 

1. The result of our justification is relational peace with God.   
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  
Justification is a legal or forensic metaphor. The picture Paul has evoked in Chapter’s 1-4 is that 
through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus, you and I have been declared “in the right” or in 
right standing in God’s court of justice. On its own, it could be interpreted as a cold, forensic imagery.  
 
But no sooner do we, the accused, hear the crack of the gavel declaring us in the right—then we 
experience a warm and outstretched hand of fellowship from the judge—our Father in Heaven. This 
is what the term “reconcile” or “make peace” means.  
 
Ex. Now, notice Paul does not say that God “made a truce” with us. A truce would imply a mere 
ceasefire, an armistice between two warring parties who’ve merely agreed to disagree but to 
remain civil and maybe even polite to one another on occasion when we run into each other in public. 
No, that’s not the term. 
 
But Paul uses a term that means “reconciled in relationship” as a Father to estranged and exiled sons.  
 
The word evokes the imagery of the Garden story in Genesis—the creator God walking in the cool of 
the day with his sons and daughters, lost sons reinstated children—the losses of even restored with 
interest. Through Christ’s death and resurrection and our faith in that historical event God restores 
shalom (peace and serenity) and shabbath (resting from the labor of law), and ha’hayim (life; Dt. 
30 “I set before you life and death”; see also “tree of life”). Harmony returns, serenity restored, life 
in place of our death. All restored to God’s creatures in Christ. 
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2. The result of our justification is that our access is reinstated.   
2 “through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. “ 
The word for “gained access” is the term prosagoge, and it is used in the LXX (Greek version of the 
OT) in numerous contexts meaning “bearing sacrifices to the altar of God; bringing acceptable 
praise.” 
 
Human beings were meant to be God’s priests in the world. Now, a priest is a go-between—a 
mediator between God and his creation. Between the Lord and his realm. 
 
The book of Hebrews makes it clear that Jesus is our high priest of a new and better covenant.  
 
John sees a picture of Jesus as the spotless lamb of God slain for the world… 
The four living creatures and the 24 elders cried out 
Rev. 5:9-10 “With your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and 
people and nation.10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth.” We are redeemed (purchased) by his blood on a cross; We are the realm of 
his Sovereign and uncontested reign (a kingdom); and we are the company of priests who serve to 
mediate between God and the created order.  
 
Jesus died to justify us—declaring us cleared of all charges of sin, as a result we are welcomed into 
fellowship with the Heavenly Father, and he restores our Garden vocation—we are the realm of his 
Kingdom rule, and we are the priests who minister to all creation on his behalf.  
He has reinstated our access to grace by which we are able to stand in his holy presence.  
 
This is my prayer for you, that… 
Eph. 3:17-19 “being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints…” what is the scope and dimensions—the ever-widening horizon of his awesome, epic grace.  
 
Because of this free gift of grace, and this reinstated vocation as holy saints and priests of God’s 
house—we boast in the hope of the glory of God alone.  
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3. The result of our justification is boasting in Christ’s work alone.  
“And we boast in the hope of the glory of God…11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 
Illus. When you brag on your favorite team who wins the World Series or the Super Bowl, or 
whatever they call it in soccer, you may meet up with a friend who cheered for the opposing team. 
You brag and boast but not in yourself. Because you did exactly nothing to help those superhuman 
athletes attain that prize. You are simply boasting about their accomplishments which you now take 
as your credit. And in the same way, we boast in Christ alone—his effort, his obedience, his 
sacrifice—and we get to share in HIS glory.  
When we come together, every time we sing and celebrate the accomplishments of God in 
Christ—and nothing, nothing that we have personally achieved or done.  
 
“The hope of his glory”—refers to 3 things:  
1.) The hope of his glorious return. Titus 2:13 “While we await the blessed hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior—Jesus Christ.” 
2.) The hope of a glorious resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:42 “So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. 
The body that is sown is perishable (prone to get sick and die), it is raised imperishable 
(invulnerable to sickness, disease and death); 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 
3.) The hope of a restored vocation. Ps. 8:5 “You have made them a little lower than the angels and 
crowned them with glory and honor.” 
 
Rom. 8:17-18 “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 
 
1 Cor. 11:7 states that a man is the image and glory of God.  
 
2 Cor. 3:18 “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” 
The hope of our glory in which we boast, is the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior—
Jesus the Messiah, on that day we will receive the promise of glorious resurrected bodies; resulting 
in God restoring our vocation our calling to be a living Kingdom in the realm, to be a company and 
family of priests in new creation, and to have that glory restored.  
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4. The result of our justification is a life of character building in suffering.  
3 “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given 
to us.” 
So now, before the return of Christ at the end of this present age of darkness, and before he comes 
in glory and resurrects us from the dead, before he saves us for a glorious calling and profession in 
his heavenly Kingdom—what is God doing?  
 
God is refining our character in the fires of trials.  
 
God is leading us through (not around, not under, and not over but through) the valley of the 
shadow of death. Because it is in that valley that he prepares a table for us. It’s in the valley that we 
are assured of his presence—he is with us there. It’s in the valley that we discover God’s provision 
of goodness and mercy—of his rod and his staff which brings us comfort. 
 
God leads us out of the captivity of Egypt—not through the Philistine territory (which was the 
shorter route)—but taking us the long way home. 
 
It is in fiery trials where character is deepened and refined. It is in those circumstances where our 
constitution is strengthened, reformed, burnished to the likeness of Jesus—the suffering servant 
who is the radiance of God’s glory the exact representation of His being.  
 
And we need this process before the glories of resurrection. It is here in this world that we are 
prepared for holy work in the forever Kingdom of God’s glorious presence.  
 
But to get all this, we have to admit something that is true about us…  
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5. The result of our justification is salvation from judgment and wrath.   
“At just the right time…while we were sinners, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely would 
someone die for a righteous person—though they may throw themselves on a grenade for their 
fellow troops. But God demonstrates his love for us in this:—which means he substantiates his 
claim to love us in this—while we were sinners Christ died for us.” 
Don’t miss this.  
9“Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath (orge: meaning wrathful retribution) through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, 
we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through his life!” 
Don’t miss this all-important point—Christ’s death on a cross to justify, reconcile, and reinstate us 
was a demonstration of God’s love for us.  
It does not say “God demonstrates his hatred for us that he killed his son.” The Scriptures say “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his Son over to the rulers, powers, authorities of this present 
age of darkness and they crucified the one and only Son of God.”  
 
To save us from the inevitable—the wrath of God. But in order to receive so great a salvation, you 
and I must admit what is true. About us, about God, and about God’s judgment.  
 
Paul uses four words in this chapter to describe our current reality… 

• Helpless: Utterly incapable of saving ourselves.  
• Ungodlike: Acting contrary to the likeness and image of the creator God.  
• Sinners: Having fallen short of God’s glorious standard for humanness: “Sin” means “missing 

the mark”—or the standard of God’s glory for a human being. Sin is missing the target of 
God’s Sovereign declaration of who we are and what we’re to be doing. 

• Enemies: Rebels and outlaws in the realm of God’s Sovereign rule. born into an active, 
flourishing insurrection against God, and then joining the rebellion living subversively against 
his rule.   

 
Worship Team: Last song (confession of our sin and God’s goodness in salvation) 

• Closing (Jeff will close): “While we were sinners…at just the right time…” You see, God’s 
timing is perfect in salvation. And if God has given us Christ how much more will he not give 
us all things—his timing in all other matters is not an accident, and though it seems that he is 
late, and sometimes it may seem that he’s not even coming at all—God’s plans and purposes 
in Christ can be trusted. 

• You want to understand that timing better? Come back next week.  


