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Introduction: We have entered yet another season and another year of life-threatening weather. 
Raining and flooding and tornados tearing through trailer parks in the Midwest, hurricanes drowning 
entire towns and cities, and now record heat and the typical fires that follow.  
 
I’m struck each year at how we respond in the face of out of control weather patterns.  

• We’ve invented helpful and ingenious warning systems—satellites from space that can 
see a hurricane coming hundreds of miles before it reaches shore,  

• and sophisticated software algorithms which can predict and track its trajectory. 
Amazing stuff.  

• We see government-built/constructed levies in coastal cities which are marvels of 
engineering. 

 
And then there are the rescue efforts which often do represent the latest in human technology, 
bravery and selflessness. Rescuing people from fires, floods, and killer heat.  
 
But for all our advances in technology to deal with killer weather, for all our know-how and elbow 
grease and ingenuity—no one can walk outside and merely wave their hands and make the weather 
change.  
 
But today we, along with 12 disoriented and dumbfounded men will encounter someone who can 
speak to the weather and make it change.  
 
And that act is going to require a response from us.  
 
Let’s look at this story as it appears in Matthew 8:23 and Mk. 4:35. Now, because this is the same 
event, I am going to harmonize these accounts, as Mark gives us the longer account by a few verses, 
filling in the picture a bit.  
  



11:59: Last Minute Saves and Miraculous Comebacks in the Bible 
Peace! Be Still / Matt. 8:23-27; Mk. 4:35-41 / Jeff Kennedy July 21, 2019 

 
Matt. 8:23-27 / Mark 4:35-41 
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples “Let us go to the other side.” Leaving the 
crowd behind, he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. There were also other boats with 
him. Suddenly a furious storm (squall), came up on the lake, and the waves broke over the boat, so 
that it was nearly swamped. But Jesus was in the stern sleeping on a cushion. The disciples went 
and woke him, saying, “Teacher don’t you care if we drown? Lord, save us!” He replied, “You of little 
faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm. He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They 
were terrified. Amazed they asked each other, “Who is this? What kind of man is this? Even the wind 
and the waves obey him!” 
 
We’re going to take a few minutes and look at this last minute save, this miraculous 
comeback and ask the question: “What should the character of a disciple be in the midst of 
trauma? What should characterize a follower of Jesus when we find ourselves in the midst of forces 
beyond our control? 
 
1. Following Jesus means trusting his word.  
“Let us go to the other side.” The story begins with Jesus telling the disciples “we need to go to the 
other side of the lake where ministry opportunities await. We are going to the other side.” Jesus 
thinks he is going across the lake. Jesus has said that they are going across to dock in another port 
town.  
And when Jesus says it, you can’t trust it—regardless of what intervening circumstances may arise.  
We trust God’s Word and His promises revealed in Scripture: 

• Phil. 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

• Rom. 8:28 “28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” 

• Matthew 28:20 “I will never leave you nor forsake you. And surely I am with you always until 
the very end of the age.” 

• 1 Tim. 1:18-19 18 “Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the 
prophecies once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well, 
19 holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so shipwrecked 
their faith.” 

We have these great and precious promises in God’s Word, but also the Spirit’s particular leading.  
 
Illus. When I was about 15 years old I would go around and collect blank sermon outlines from the 
Sunday morning bulletins at my church. I used them devotionally as I would read through Scripture, 
I’d just write down a simple sermon outline on the passage. I would make photo copies of blank 
sheets and keep them in my Bible cover. Over the years I’ve kept those outlines and one day, going 



11:59: Last Minute Saves and Miraculous Comebacks in the Bible 
Peace! Be Still / Matt. 8:23-27; Mk. 4:35-41 / Jeff Kennedy July 21, 2019 

 
through 1, 2 Samuel, the Holy Spirit impressed upon me that I was going to preach and teach and 
equip the body of Christ as a pastor. I spent the next four years having almost no opportunities to 
speak, just keeping these sermon outlines for myself personally. But I figured I should get some 
education and my Youth Pastor helped me find a college in Seattle so I could train for the ministry. 
 
When I got to college at Northwest University in the Seattle, WA area, I still didn’t have a ministry 
gig. I just kept writing sermon outlines. And I think I’ve kept them all.  
It’s like this low-grade fever I had—it was definitely there and I couldn’t shake it.  
From that time to this I have had several, maybe a handful of circumstances that have challenged 
that calling and nearly caused me to find something else to do with my life. But I believe in that small 
home in Manchester, England that God spoke to me. That Jesus impressed on me “You are going to 
be a pastor in my church.” You are going to the other side with me. 
 
And when he says it, you can trust it. You can stand on it. I trust it because I can test 
it. Jesus tells the truth, he is the truth, and he always says what the Father says, and he does what 
the Father doing. Jesus said, “you believe in God, well you should believe also in me.”  
Following Jesus is a life of believing his word and trusting his wisdom and his leadership. 
 
If you can test it you can trust it.  
But if you can’t test it you shouldn’t trust it.  
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2. Following Jesus is a life of obedience. 
“Leaving the crowd behind, he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.” 
This is just what disciples do. They do not just reflect positively on Jesus’ commands. They follow him 
where he goes. They emulate him in all that he does.  
 
Now, what is a disciple? A disciple is one who has moved into a vital relationship with the Master. If 
you were the disciple of a recognized master-teacher in the first century, be it Aristotle, Plato, Moses, 
the Pharisees, or John the Baptist—if you were a disciple or follower of their teachings then that 
meant you had come out of the crowds (in the story, it says they left the crowds behind and disciples 
always do)—they come out of the crowd and move away from merely being an aficionado, a fan. 
This person is follower, a devotee—an apprentice of the Master’s teaching and way of life. We move 
into this vital association with Him by faith alone.  
 

• The disciple, like the crowds, has heard Jesus’ teaching on the hillsides, on the beach, in the 
synagogue, in church on Sunday—and they choose to believe his teaching though they don’t 
necessarily understand everything the rabbi teaches. They follow, even in areas where they 
are ignorant or their knowledge is presently deficient—they go after the Lord.  

• The disciple, unlike the crowds of well-wishers pursues Christ as the defining orientation of 
his/her life.  

 
Disciples are believers and believers are disciples. They are characterized by a life-changing faith in 
Christ, and a life of followership, apprenticeship to his teaching and his way. 
 
Where the Lord goes the disciple goes. What the Lord says, the disciple says.  
 
Matt. 28:19-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
 Jesus has said he is going across that sea, the disciples follow him in obedient trust of his Word.  
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3. Following Jesus will lead us into trying times.  
“Suddenly a furious storm (squall), came up on the lake, and the waves broke over the boat, so that 
it was nearly swamped.” 
Now let’s be fair. Most of the time, following Jesus isn’t all that hard. He fills our lives with abundance 
and resources, and opportunities and people.  
 
Think of how often the disciples and Jesus would have travelled across the lake in that small fleet 
of boats. 100’s of miles zig zagging across that lake. And who, which disciples are in charge of that 
effort? The guys whose business it is to fish that lake, to troll that lake and travel it daily. We learn 
that Peter, James, Andrew and John are fishermen and together these two families own a co-op of 
boats and even have employees. They are the experienced seafarers that Jesus and the disciples 
often rely on to get them across the lake in one piece.   
 
I can also imagine on occasion that they hit a storm—historically the Sea of Galilee was well-known 
for its sudden and violent windstorms. These men haven’t made it this far because they haven’t 
figured out how to navigate a storm or two. Most of the time the disciples, and Jesus himself (a 
carpenter and stone mason by trade) lets the experienced mariners do their thing.  
 

• Most of the time we trust the resources and gifts of grace that God has blessed us with.  
• God expects to trust competent builders to construct a safe and sturdy home for us to live in.  
• God expects that we will trust daily in his provision already given. And all of it is to be received 

with thanksgiving and praise as God is the source of it all. 
 
And most of the time, travelling with Jesus is blessed, it’s good. Most of the time we can trust the 
people he’s put in our lives to know what they’re doing and do it.  
 
But what happens when a furious storm is suddenly upon you?  
Matthew uses a different word for this than Mark. Mark’s word is the typical term for “squall” or 
“tempest.” Matthew’s word is seismos—where we get the term “seismic” from. It means a violent 
shaking, a furious storm that shakes us to our core.  
 
I can imagine Peter, James, John and Andrew getting to work immediately and going through their 
paces. Falling back on their training and experience, working exhaustively to keep that boat from 
being swamped. But there is moment when the disciples look at them, and they look at the disciples 
with absolute terror, and the disciples say “what do we do?” And they say, “Wake up Jesus!” 
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Jesus’ Humanity 
Have you ever slept so hard that you slept through a storm? That bone tired?  
Jesus is human in every respect of being a human. The doctrine of the incarnation means that (apart 
from sin), in every way that it means to be human Jesus is human. He’s not pretending to be asleep 
(like when I used to play Sleepy Gorilla with my kids). He has pushed his human body to the limits, he 
is exhausted and sleeping so hard on that back cushion that he has to be shaken awake as the 
disciples wonder if he even cares. 
 
Don’t you care whether or not we drown? Don’t you care about our lives here? Do you see 
what we’re going through? How can you be so distant at a time like this? How could you be so 
unavailable in the midst of this terror that I’m going through?  
 
And Jesus, God’s Son tabernacling in a human form knows exactly how you feel in your desperate 
hour. 
Hebrews 5:7 “During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent 
cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission.” 
 
In his humanity, Jesus knows exactly what we’re going through. He knows what it’s like to cry out to 
the Father for salvation, for help, for mercy when the power of death is bearing down on us.  
 
You see? No shame in praying a desperate prayer in desperate times.  
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4. Followers of Jesus respond in wonder and in worship. 
Jesus wakes up and groggy-eyed, he looks around and says “why are so frightened?” The shrieks of 
terror turn to silence as they hold on to masts, metals hasps, ropes or railings. The howling wind and 
white sheets of foam crashing on their deck. He turns and shouts into the tempest “Silence! Be still!” 
And just like that, dark clouds evaporate into the blue skies, and just like that choppy seas become 
like glass. He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were 
terrified. Amazed they asked each other, “Who is this? What kind of man is this? Even the wind and 
the waves obey him!” 
 
Notice that Jesus doesn’t ask them “why didn’t you have faith?” “Why didn’t you trust me. Didn’t I 
tell you that we were going to the other side?” He asks instead, “Do you still have no faith?” That’s a 
translation of a verb that is present and continuous. 
 
Even after the storm has dissipated and seas are calm they stand there in total shock and disbelief.  
What have they learned? Well, they’ve learned a lot about themselves. Sometimes well-travelled 
routes with experts who know those routes and have the training and experience to navigate difficult 
seas—sometimes that’s not enough. Sometimes we exhaust the limits of our resources. And there 
are there are things we need that only God can directly supply. Only God can do.  
 
They’ve also learned that Jesus is not just a man. Oh he is truly human in every way that we are 
human, yet without sin.  
 
But they are learning, they are seeing that Jesus is God in the flesh. Colossians 2:9 “For in Christ all 
the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.”  
So now, everything that a human being is Jesus is. He is truly, genuinely, profoundly human. He’s 
exhausted, groggy, soaked through just like the rest of them.  
But everything that God is HE IS. The fullness of deity dwells in him bodily. Two natures inhabiting 
one life, one person. Jesus of Nazareth; God from eternity past, and God embodied in a human life.  
And Jesus has just gotten up and legislated a miracle over nature.  
 
And their response? Amazement. Astonishment. Wonder.  
 
And you need to know that you can experience amazement, astonishment, and wonder at the things 
of God: His truth, his presence, his love and grace—and never really become a worshiper.  
 
And while you can experience wonder that doesn’t mean you’re a worshiper.  
You see, wonder is the prerequisite to worship, but wonder doesn’t guarantee that you become a 
worshiper of Christ.  

• Mt. 7:28 “they were amazed at his teaching.” 
• Mt. 9:33 “The crowd was amazed and said, ‘nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!” 
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• Mk. 7:37 “the people were overwhelmed with amazement” at his miracles.  
• Mk. 9:15 “As soon as the people saw him they were overwhelmed with wonder” 

Throughout the text, the crowd, the Pharisees and the priests, the scribes, the government officials—
all of them are said in the NT to be struck with awe and wonder, and amazement at the power and 
deeds of Jesu and his disciples.  
 
But most did not translate that wonder into worship. In this text, the disciples ask the question: 1) 
Who is this? 2) What kind of man is this? They will come to learn that he is the God-man. Truly human 
and truly God.  
 
And their response will go beyond wonder to worship.  
 

• MT. 14:33 “Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 
God.” 

• Mt. 28:17 “When they saw him, they worshiped him;” 
• Jn. 20:28 “Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

The disciples learned to trust Jesus, to take him at his word.  
The disciples learned that when they followed the Master that he would, on occasion, lead them into 
harm’s way.  
They also learned that the risen Lord who had commissioned them to go into all the world was also 
going to be with them and never leave them nor forsake even to the end of the world.  
And their response? Wonder and amazement, yes. But Worship. Glorifying and worshipping God in 
the midst.  
 
Next week we are going to talk about what happens when the rescue seems to never come. What 
happens when God’s last minute save comes at great expense and great personal loss? It’s the 
story of Paul shipwrecked in Acts 27.  


