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1 Cor. 1:23 “We proclaim a crucified Jesus. For Jews this is contemptible, for gentiles it just 
sounds like crazy talk…25 But God’s “foolishness” will always be wiser than the best wisdom 
that men have to offer.” 
 
James is all about preferring the wisdom of God over our own foolishness. The worst idea God 
ever had is 10k times better than our best and brightest. 
 
Intro: Years ago I was the pastor of a church that neighbored a Calvary Chapel that was 
undergoing a split. The fallout was due to a long-time, beloved Senior Pastor who had been 
living a lie.  
 
For a period of about 10 years, he had been taking missions trips, often times by himself, to a 
country in Latin America. Under the guise of missions, they discovered that he actually had 
several mistresses there.  
 
When his secret became public knowledge, he confessed that his marriage was in shambles and 
that his faith was a lie. And yet he had successfully led and shepherded a church to tremendous 
growth in that small town.  
 
After one of their elders shared that story with me over lunch, I teared up and told him I’d be 
praying for him and that congregation.  
 
How is it possible that a person could publically teach the gospel, and yet at the same be living 
a complete lie—a mere profession of faith without the substance of a life conforming to that 
faith?  
 
I had a good friend who shockingly, unimaginably did the same thing. Blew up his family. He’s 
the most unhappy person you have ever met. Unholiness can bring pleasure. But it doesn’t bring 
happiness—makarios, or joy. It brings unhappiness/Both men unhappy. 
 
Transition: James’ principal concern is to set before these Hebrew believers the necessity of a 
faith that is lived out—an obedient faith that translates into a holy life. And it turns out, that a 
holy life is the result of a holy and healthy mind. And a healthy mind is the key to living in the 
freedom from sin. Freedom from sin is the key to the blessed life (v.25). 
 
Scripture: James 1:25 “But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be 
blessed (happy) in what they do.” 
 
 Happy life is a holy life, and a holy life is defined in the text as… 
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1. A life that is increasingly purged of all moral filth (1:21a). 
First, James says that moral filth and evil are prevalent in the culture. They’re ubiquitous. 
Pervasive.  
 
It is not possible for a person to grow in their faith, to flower into the disciple that Jesus 
wants them to be—and also be nursing a secret sin of moral smut. At the very least, giving in 
to moral filth will stall you out spiritually. At worst, it will corrode us and decompose us 
from the inside out.  
 
So, what do we mean by moral filth? 

• Coarse, filthy speech. 
• Impure thought life. Crossing the line always begins with a thousand little lines. 
• An unhinged attitude—we learned last week there is a high cost for a short fuse. 

 
Now compared to the Greco-Roman world that most Jews in the dispersion had to live in, you 
and I live in a fairly puritanical culture.  
 
James says that our culture is pervaded, permeated with evil and moral filth.  
 
Illus. Usually by about 11pm I’m a pumpkin. Brilliant comic that obviously hates everything 
that our president stands for. And if you do also, you are entitled to hold that view in a free 
society.  
But his tirade on air was venomous—not funny, personal, and morally filthy. Even the secular 
media called him out on it. 
 
The fact of the matter is that we can’t isolate ourselves from everything that the world is 
going to barrage us with. If we do that then we will turn into fundamentalists. The difference 
between a fundamentalist and an evangelical historically has been that the Evangelical takes 
Jesus’ saying to be in the world but not of the world seriously. While the fundamentalist doesn’t 
want to be of the world also, but they solve this by just not being in the world at all. So they 
create Christian biospheres where they don’t have to interact with anyone but like-minded folk. 
 
Now we should avoid blatant or obvious things that we can avoid.  
 
If you can’t isolate yourself, then insulate yourself. 
 
So the first key to being happy and holy, is a life that is increasingly moving away from 
participating in the moral filth that pervades our culture.  It’s a conscious decision to say, 
“I may have to be exposed to that, but I don’t have to participate in that” 
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2. A heart that is progressively hospitable “soil” to God’s Word 
(1:21b-22). 
 
Jesus made it clear in Matthew 13 in the parable of the sower, the condition of the soil 
determines the productivity of the seed. The condition of our heart is an intentional state. It is 
within our control to determine whether we will be open to God’s gospel and truth or not. 
 
Hearts that are inhospitable to the seed: 

• A double mind (James 1:8). Being non-commital. to believe, and to walk in the path. 
Instead we should be single minded—with a single focus on believing, affirming, and 
walking in God’s Word. Discipling Buddhist friend. 

• A distracted mind. This is a person who just can’t focus on the Kingdom of God 
because they are too preoccupied serving the cult of leisure, self, fun, and dependence.  

• A dirty mind. Minds that have ceded the victory to the enemy—and surrendered to the 
moral obscenity that suffuses our culture. 

• A dense mind. Impenetrable to the things of God—hardened by unbelief or anger.  
• A dumb mind. Rocky soil—the thing can’t grow up because it can’t grow down. Jesus 

referred to this as rocky ground—to shallow and superficial for the deep things of God. 
And so initially receive the word with interest, but that enthusiasm soon evaporates in the 
busyness of life. 

 
When these conditions characterize our minds, our hearts become inhospitable terrain for the 
seed of God’s truth. And we become unproductive Christians, or worse we become unhappy 
because we are unholy. 
 
So what are the keys to having a hospitable environment in the heart? 

• Receive it humbly (1:21b). It takes humility to admit that God’s radical crazy wisdom is 
to be preferred over our vaunted so-called wisdom. When God says that pre-marital sex is 
wrong, or that greed, lust, and pride, or religious control—these are not the ways to 
proceed in life—it takes humility to admit that he’s right and we’re not.  

o I think how arrogant our culture is today.  
A prideful culture at the zenith of human technological advancement. Surely WE 
know best. If WE say that a person can choose their gender and their race on any 
given day—then WE have spoken. WE are the final arbiters of truth and descent 
will not be tolerated to any degree. But WE are conceited, fat-headed little 
microbes who don’t even know just what infinitesimal little specks WE are in the 
universe. How dare we tell God—the wisdom of all the ages, that his principles 
and truths are poppycock? Nonsense? Outmoded pabulum.  

o Well it’s not nonsense or outdated jabber or crazy talk, it’s the timeless 
wisdom of the one living, infinite God who has communicated in this sacred 
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tome—the Scriptures. And it takes a humble person to bow their head and receive 
the Word implanted in us. 

 
We have to resist this atmospheric arrogance that pervades our world. 
 
The second key to having a hospital soil for the word is to… 

• Hear it regularly (1:22a). One of the most inhospitable habits we can give into, is the 
habit of occasional church attendance. Just, showing up when we don’t feel tired, or need 
a lift or a boost because we’ve had a hard week. Just occasional commitment. Maybe 
Christmas and Easter.  

Here’s why it’s such a detrimental habit: 
o It trains us to use God rather than to serve God. God didn’t put the church here 

and call us to holy, sacred community in Christ because he thought it might be 
useful to us whenever we might need it. God called us to sacred fellowship because 
this is God’s temple—a living sacred place, and God manifests his presence in the 
temple—not houses or buildings made by men—but in this fellowship and 
community of people. A holy people where God receives our worship and grows 
us up into Christian maturity. Faith comes by hearing and hearing is made 
possible by God’s Word which is publically proclaimed, taught and taken—by 
the people. We are to be people who listen to the Word. We’re here to worship. To 
serve a holy God who summons us, and grow in the most holy faith.  

 
• Obey it relentlessly (1:22b). James says we are not to merely listen to the Word, but to 

do what it says. Here’s why merely listening is a bad idea: 
o Because we get fooled. To be duped into thinking that the Christian life is just a 

matter of confessions or a list affirmations about what we believe to be true. We 
lived in a deceived state when we think we are ok spiritually. 

! Illus. The Village.  
• Young girl who appears to be living in an amish rural life in the mid 

1800’s.  
• Freaky things keeping happening: system of fear control, and the 

outside world—which is a modern 21st century world encroaching.  
• She discovers that she’s not a girl in rural PA living in the 1800’s, 

she’s a girl living on a protected compound surrounded by a wall, 
isolated from the modern world—and the moment she discovers 
this—her deception evaporates. You discovered the truth and it set 
you free.  

! But can Christians live deceived? Yes. People who believe right 
doctrine—but live in a false reality—not applying God’s Word.  
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! We are deceived when we have a distorted view of God (1:16-17). 
Believing false things about God yet claiming to be religious is deception. 

! We are deceived when merely hear sermons being taught but fail to take 
action—to effect change in our lives and apply God’s Word (1:22). 

! We are deceived when we think that our beliefs are just a private matter 
of faith and do not effect the way we live, particularly in how we treat other 
people.  

• Ever met a deceived “Christian?” A person who may even work 
hard to be doctrinally pure, or may even appear to live a pious and 
buttoned up life, but then you talk to them and they eviscerate others 
with their words. They refuse to tame the tongue—and this is 
deception. It’s a person who is duped into thinking that doctrinal 
accuracy is the only metric God has for pure and undefiled religion. 

 
Summary: The only way we can live with a heart that is becoming progressively hospitable to 
God’s Word, increasingly welcoming to God’s truth is to reject living with: 

• A double mind, a distracted or dirty mind, a dense and impenetrable heart, or a dumb 
disinterested Christianity.  

• Instead we humbly exchange our vaunted arrogant foolishness for God’s wisdom, we 
hear the word regularly, we obey it relentlessly.   

 
A Happy life is a holy life, and the next condition to living a holy life is…  
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3. A faith that is irrepressible and moved to action (23-26). 

• Don’t forget your true nature (23-24). It’s in the Word. Analogy: Looking intently 
implies studying not just glancing. It suggests intense scrutiny and investigation. He 
looks at himself in a mirror and forgetting what he looks like. This is likely an analogy 
going back to Gen. 1:26—God’s word tells us who we really are. It tells us in whose 
image we are really made, and to hear it, and not walk in it is like forgetting our true 
nature. Not living like fallen creatures, but identifying as the people of God, made in the 
image of God, formed in the likeness of his only Son.  

o (1:26) If we remember that people are made in the image of God then we will keep 
a tight reign on the tongue about them. Our mouths will be kept in check. 
Whatever their faults or failings, people are made in God’s image and likeness and 
deserve dignity and respect. 

• Care for the forgotten (1:27). In this passage, caring for the orphans and widows is an 
example of true spirituality. True spirituality is a holy life—because only when we live 
hearing God’s Word, with a heart that is hospitable to God’s truth, and faith moves to 
action to apply God’s truth—only then can we be blessed/happy (26). 

o The widows: are found repeatedly in the NT because in this patrilineal kinship 
culture—women could not inherit property. So your husband dies and your home 
goes to your eldest son or son in law—maybe your youngest son—but never to 
your daughter or you. Your prospects as a young widow would be hopefully to 
remarry, but if you were a woman of a certain age your options were limited.  

! Widows became indentured slaves.  
! Widows became beggars and homeless.  
! Widows could turn to prostitution. The prospects were grim. 

o Orphans in scripture are abandoned children due to illicit prostitution or more 
likely the high mortality rate among men.  

! Orphans were reduced to begging also. 
! Orphans could become slaves and we know from history that many of 

them ended up in prison due to illegal activity. 
What options does a believer have in order to take care of orphans and widows? 

• Giving to the mercy fund in the church—pooling resources to show mercy and 
benevolence for those less well off. 

• Adoption/either formal adoption or informally embracing the elderly or abandoned as 
family. 

• Support: Over the years our family has supported families and children through World 
Vision or Compassion International—at Eastpoint Church we had a school and medical 
ministry that we supported—where you could “adopt” a child in the school and then visit 
them on a medical missions trip to Guatemala.  

You and I have lots of opportunities to show mercy, either through giving to local needs, 
actually adopting a child or supporting the less fortunate.  
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James says this, genuine spirituality shows itself to be the case as it responds to the practical 
needs of those who are in dire straights.  
 
Two times in this text, James says we can live the blessed life. The happy life.  
 

• It’s life that rejects the evil that pervades our world,  
• But a happy life is one that conforms to God’s Word and his will.  
• A heart that is hospitable to God’s truth 
• and a faith that is moved to action for those who are created in God’s image. 

 
 
 
 
 


