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Introduction:  
Who are the enemies of God?  
 

• It’s easy for us to think of the enemies of God as a society committed to undermining the 
Christian Faith. This last week a sitting senator grilled a man named Russell Vought on the 
contents of his Christian faith. Russell had written a post saying that Muslims (in fact he 
identified everyone) who does not accept Christ as their Savior will stand before God 
condemned in the judgment. This is precisely what the Scriptures teach. The Bible says that all 
of us—if we fail to believe in God’s one true Son—we stand condemned already. I watched 
the interview and I was appalled that a sitting senator would apply a religious test to a 
believer—essentially concluding that “his beliefs were not what this country is all about.” 

• It’s easy for me to scan the news and spot multiple ways in which the industries that drive our 
nation are set against the Christian Faith, and I believe have set themselves against God. As his 
enemies. 

 
But in this text, James is not addressing the world. He’s addressing believers who align 
themselves with the world. Believers who have unwittingly become the enemies of God through 
unfaithfulness.  
 
 
James asks us a question today that is vital to our continued fellowship and friendship with 
God? 
 
Question: What causes—what is the source of our quarrelling and conflict with one another?   
 
Instead of this, what does the blessed life—a spiritual life in Christ look like? 
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1. Avoiding “friendship” with the world (4:1-6). 
Before we jump into what James has to say here regarding friendship with the world it will be 
necessary for us to define some terms. 
 
Terms:  
Friendship: Here it means “fellowship.” Fellowship in the NT is voluntary association whereby we 
embrace the values, the beliefs, and the practices of the world’s blasphemous and ungodly system. A 
friend of the world is not someone, like Jesus, who simply befriends sinners. Remember, Jesus was 
charged for being a friend of sinners. It’s a person who has moved into a vital association with the 
world. 
 
World: We define this the way John does in his epistles which he gets from Jesus as recorded in 
John’s Gospel. The world isn’t the physical cosmos. It’s the corrupt systems of this world that: (1) 
have blasphemed and denied the truth, (2) have corrupted godly values and principles, and (3) is 
actively promoting and even inventing new ways of violating the Gospel of the Kingdom and its 
values. It’s what we mean when we say becoming “worldly.” 
 
Here’s what Paul had to say about this… 
1 Cor. 5:9-12 
I wrote you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. Yet I certainly did not 
mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortionists, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world 
 
So how do we become “worldly” or carnal Christians? 
 
Here’s James’ first indicator that we are fellowshipping with the world’s systems: 
• Being driven by covetous desires at all costs. 

o He says the “source” the fountainhead of this are the “desires” that wage war in the 
body. This is coveting. Covetousness is at the heart of every single sin. Because at the 
heart of sin—every expression of it—is the desire for something we don’t have. It’s 
being given a lush, verdant garden full of fruit, tress, plants, animals—even being 
given the entire world—but the desire for one tree more. That tree that is off limits.  

o If you are married and you go outside your marriage for sexual fulfillment then 
you have allowed covetousness to drive you—and it will eventually cost you your 
marriage and family.  

o If someone is addicted to stuff and things and they spend every dollar they get, or 
gamble it away—at the cost of financial stability and the opportunity to give—then 
covetousness is driving that life. 

o If we have an unquenchable desire to be right—never, ever able to admit when we 
are in the wrong then a sinful impulse is driving that life and heart. At the expense of 
relationships. At the cost of living in reconciled relationships with others. If you have a 
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desire to be vindicated regardless of the outcome, you are being sucked into the orbit 
of this worldly system. 

The fountainhead of quarrels, strife, and division—is a selfish desire for what we want when we 
want it.  
 
But the Christian life is a lifelong process of being discipled into the kind of people who live 
selflessly—who surrender their egos and grow up and refuse to live in divisive relationships with 
others. 
 
What’s the result of a life of carnality? 

• Unanswered Prayer (4:2-3).  
o Generally, God wants us to ask for our will—what we want… 
o Sometimes he has to answer the prayer no one is asking. God is going to accomplish his 

plan, and sometimes that is in spite of my prayers, not in light of my prayers.  
o Illus. E-M conversation, I had some specific prayers. I feel like 7 out of my 8 prayers 

weren’t answered. 
! Clearly we were able to build some good will with the LDS community—and 

as a leadership team we’ll have to pray and decide about how to wisely spend that 
relational capital going forward.  

! Inspired lots of conversation in our home—our kids were flummoxed— 
! I wanted the gospel to be a clear and credible option—and too many false 

parodies and caricatures of the Christian faith were aloud to just waft out there 
unanswered and I was disappointed with that.  

 
So anyway, I came to God in prayer and voiced my frustration that what we so ardently, fervently 
prayed for did not really happen. But there were many times in the first century when the Gospel 
went up against the pagan, polytheistic religion of Greco-Rome and it looked like it was over. But 
the Gospel of Jesus is an unstoppable force. Because the God of the Gospel is at work. And when we 
are weak—we’re actually strong.  
 
Sometimes God is doing something bigger than we’re seeing. Sometimes God’s purpose is larger 
than the immediate outcomes that we are hoping to see in this one situation.  
 

How are our prayers hindered? 
o God doesn’t answer the prayers of a presumptuous heart. Two things we want to avoid. 

We don’t want to presume that our will is always his will. “You have not because you 
do not ask.” It’s the challenge of hyper-sovereignty. Hyper-sovereignty is the view 
that because God is sovereign he has already determined every detail of every event in 
history so why bother praying. But this is an extreme and I would say a false view of 
sovereignty. The Answer is usually no until you ask. That James wants to tell us 
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today. And God wants us to pursue him in prayer. To ask for his will and align our lives 
with it.  

 
o God doesn’t typically answer the prayers of a sinful heart. James says that a life 

characterized by/driven by sinful desires—doesn’t see a lot of answered prayer. This 
kind of life most often hears “No.” or “Not yet. Not till you grow up.” 

! The psalmist wrote, "If I had cherished sin in my heart, the LORD would not have 
listened" (Ps. 66:18). 

! “If one turns away his ear from hearing the word, even his prayer is an 
abomination” (Proverbs 28:9). Aligning our lives with his heart. 

o God doesn’t hear the prayers of a self-motivated heart. But he says here that we do not 
have because we do not ask and even sometimes when we ask—we intend to spend 
it on selfish and sinful pleasure. The issue here is not really the thing—sometimes it 
is—it’s really what do we want that thing for? Why do we pursue it? What’s the 
motivation of the heart? 

o God doesn’t answer the prayers of unforgiving hearts. Jesus said if you show up to the 
house of worship and realize that you have something in your heart against a brother or 
sister, then go and be reconciled first—forgive and live and let live—then come and 
present your offering, your worship, your very self to God. 

o God doesn’t answer the prayers of doubting hearts. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. But let 
him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that 
is driven and tossed by the wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord” (James 1:5-7). 

 
So the first indication of friendship with the world—an unfaithful Christian heart is an 
unproductive prayer life—a weak, anemic prayer life. 
 
The 2nd result indication, consequence of friendship with the world…  
• Hostility with God (4:4-5). Bad blood. Notice God’s response (v .5)—he’s like a jealous 

spouse who sees all the signs. Texting some cryptic person in the middle of the night. You 
come home wearing someone else’s fragrance. You disappear or take mysterious trips. He 
finds your lover’s picture on your smart phone. He’s being cheated on and he has a jealous 
love for us. Only a spouse who loves and cares the way God does can feel this holy sense of 
jealousy. Make no mistake God demands our absolute and supreme allegiance. And 
friendship with the world is spiritual adultery—because we have moved into a vital 
relationship with something that is God’s alone. Our devotion. 

 
No one should be more jealous for our love than the people who love us the most and are the 
most entitled to a proprietary relationship with us.  
 



Crazy Talk: God’s Wisdom from the Book of James 
Crazy Idea #7 Friendship with the World is Hostility with God 

Jeff Kennedy June 11th, 2017 
 
So in summary: Here’s the secret to avoiding friendship with the world—to becoming a person who 
has moved into a vital association in terms of doctrinal beliefs; cultural values; or social practice: (1) 
Avoid being driven and consumed by lustful, prideful, or selfish desires. (2) Seek the Lord in 
selfless, forgiving, faith-filled prayer.  
 
2. Live in friendship with the Lord (4:7-17). 
He gives us the keys to living in relationship with God… 

• Full surrender to God (7). What is full surrender? My kid wrestling in the floor with me. He 
let go and finally surrendered. Resisting the impulse to push back on God when he speaks into 
our lives, no matter how difficult a thing we need to hear about ourselves. It’s also not just 
corrective. It’s loving. Surrender to the God who loves you and gave himself for you and 
cheers you on everyday.  

• Active resistance to dark forces. He says resist the devil and Satan will flee from you. The 
word “flee” here is a military term used of enemies who suddenly realize that though they 
have come on strong, put up a pretty solid fight at first—they realize they are hopelessly 
outgunned, outmatched, out of their depths. No matter how scary the situation seems, no 
matter how frightening or devastating the situation appears at first—know that God is for you 
not against you. Live in active surrender to him and when you resist the dark powers of hell 
you will emerge victorious. His forces will have to flee, realizing that he is totally outmatched, 
outgunned, and out of his depth. 

• Draw Near (8). This is a relational metaphor. Technically you and I could not be closer to 
God. But, we can feel relationally distant. Why do we feel relationally distant? Sometimes 
it’s because we hold something against someone—we’ve not yet released them and so we feel 
estranged from God. We can’t actively love and worship a God we’ve never seen when we 
hate our brother or sister whom we can see right there in front of us.  

o And God will draw near to us. God will reciprocate. We come to the Father confessing 
our sins, making things right with our neighbor, with a singular focus in our lives. The 
worship and exaltation of our God.  

o We are blessed in Christian theology because we can have the best of both worlds.  
! God is transcendent: A spaceless, timeless, immaterial being who transcends the 

physical cosmos. But he isn’t just some amorphous vaporous cosmic essence… 
! He’s eminent. Meaning he’s with us. Intimately involved in our lives. He is a 

doting father, a lovesick dad—a supremely benevolent God who is always with 
us. And you and I can have the comfort that he holds the world, the past, the 
present, the future—in his hands. But we can also have the intimacy of children 
living in the Father’s household—kids in the family. He is the God who 
transcends the cosmos, existed before the first particle of light—yet he is as close 
as a whisper. God is big enough to be everywhere all the time. 

! So what would keep us from drawing near to a God like that? What other pressing 
priorities could we have in our lives that would keep us away from walking in an 
intimate relationship with a God like that? 
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• Embrace conviction (9). “Be miserable and mourn and weep.” Again there is an aspect to our 
spiritual lives that will simply never be complete without allowing the work of the Spirit’s 
conviction to have its way. Repenting in our hearts can sometimes involve crying out to God, 
mourning over our sin—rightly facing it. Weep over your failures and failings. 

• Check your ego (10). The cross is so important because it reminds us that inflated and 
out of control egos are so out of place in God’s family. That cross is the highest honor I 
could ever achieve in life. Taking up our cross, which is his cross, is the highest status in the 
Christian life we could achieve. There’s not position or degree or certificate of achievement 
that I could ever get that is a higher honor than that lowly scandalous cross.  

• Fulfill your obligation (11). The law of love is to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, so 
when we live in judgment of our brothers in sisters in Christ we actually stand in judgment of 
Christ’s law—declaring ourselves to be the final arbiters of their fate—not the cross of Christ.  

o V.12 It is God’s prerogative to judge because he alone is the lawgiver. He alone is judge 
of our eternal status—how dare we put ourselves arrogantly in the place of God to pass 
judgment on people whom we should be loving and caring for? 

• Gain perspective (13-17). People who arrogantly boast of what they will do or accomplish or 
their plans—James says do you not realize how fragile life is. One day you’re here, and the 
next you’re gone. Your life is vaporous—like a whiff of smoke it is here then gone. A person 
who lives with eternal perspective.  

o Bob Stoker—celebration of a life lived for the Kingdom of God on earth.  
o My Dad taught me to live every day for God’s Kingdom. To live in light of eternity. Not 

to be pursuing every selfish ambition and desire of this mortal frame. 
 
 
Prayer: Worship team comes back up. 
 
Worship Song 
 
Question: What would your life look like if you made the choice to leave the world behind. The 
world’s system, it’s beliefs and values and hostility toward our God? What would a life of friendship 
with God look like for you this week? 
 
 


