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Joshua 24:1-13: God reminds us… 

Intro: I grew up in the 90’s and growing up in the church world meant often being in other 
Christian homes often. There was either one sign, a plate, or cross-stitch in each of those houses 
that said one thing, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Joshua 24:1 – God brings his people to a familiar place. 

24 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the 
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 

1. Shechem- An important place where God and his people have interacted. It is where God 
first appeared to Abraham in the promised land. It is where Jacob returned after his years 
way and where he and his entourage renounced their other gods. It is a place of meeting 
and choosing God. Like them we are at a familiar place and are being called to choose 
God.  

2. “And they presented themselves before God.” 
a. A phrase closely tied with the image and action of offering a sacrifice.  
b. The people are the offering coming before the Lord. 

TS: God now address his people focusing on what he has done not what they need to do. By 
knowing what he has done we can know who he is. 

Joshua 24:2-3a – God reminds us of his surprising grace.  

2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, 
your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and 
they served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led 
him through all the land of Canaan, 

Joshua begins with the person and activity their whole story begins with; Abraham. 
1. They served other gods 

a. The nation’s linage came from modern day Iraq where Abraham and his family did 
not serve God. 

b. God pulled Abraham out of the mire of paganism because he did. There is no 
rational reason for why he chooses Abraham other than he did. 

c. In the pseudepigraphal book Jubilees – the authors try and rationalize why God 
Abraham and they create a story about his piety to God and rejection to his father’s 
Gods as the reason he was chosen. The writing states at age 16 Abram knew the 



god’s his father worshiped were wrong and by 60 got so fed up to knocked down 
and burned them. Moses was no greater than those around him. We try and 
manipulate God’s Grace be believing we do most of the work and God chooses 
those who rise to the top. 

2. God’s grace is surprising 
a. Their story and our start in the same place. We are here only because of God, 

“unexpected, unimaginable, unexplainable grace.”  
b. If you leave with one point it should be this: You are only here by the Grace of 

God.” 
i. Think through every circumstance, event, and challenge you have faced to 

get here. You may call it luck, good timing, right place/right time. I’ll take 
my lead from God’s word which calls it grace. 

ii. It will not change or stop being by grace.  

TS: Trying to understand the events of our lives and see them as the events of God’s grace is 
difficult at times because we are finite not infinite. Therefore, we use all the sense and faculties 
at our disposal hoping to grasp God’s perspective. Often those senses and faculties are 
insufficient or even worse, seem to lead to more confusion. One of the sense we struggle to use 
is our sense of  time.  

Joshua 24:3b- 4a – God reminds us of his perfect pace. 

“and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau.” 

God’s timing and pace are far and away different than ours. Time is the one force we can never 
overcome even for a moment. Time marches on. We are not getting any younger. The deadline 
is approaching. These constraints effect to us but not God. It often seems like we are in a 
rush, but God is taking a stroll.  

1. Made his offspring many 
a. Isaac: These 9 words represent 25 years of life lived in waiting. The promise is 

given in Gen 12 and fulfilled 25 years later. 
b. Jacob and Esau – two doesn’t seem any better. That is another 20 years before 

those two boys were born. 
2. God’s pace is not ours.  

a. God is faithful with his promises and bring them to fruition. Do we have any 
claim about how fast the process should take?  

b. We think we do which is why we, like the people of Israel lose sight of God. “We 
easily lose sight of what God has done by demanding too much too soon.” 

3. Treating God like a football or basketball coach. 
a. We have no time for losing therefore coaches have not time to build a program, 

change a culture, plan for the future. 
b. God get the same treatment from us. Fix it now.  
c. The way we think about our problems, the way we think about our church, the way 

we think about this country, or the way we think about ourselves leads us to 



become frantic and deeply concerned with immediate transitions or 
transformations.  

TS: God’s pace may puzzle us and stretch us but we may come to why he waited how long 
he did but sometimes we may not learn it at all. Sometime his ways are just going to be a 
mystery. 

Joshua 24:4b- God reminds us of his mystifying ways. 

“And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down 
to Egypt.” 

1. Two boy and their promises 
a. Esau – He got his hill country and his inheritance. 
b. Jacob when to Egypt and got slavery. 

2. What should we expect for the faithful? 
a. Like Esau or Like Jacob 
b. There is a beauty in the candor of scripture to honestly elevate God’s choice 

for us. God can use great distress to bring our complete joy. How and why 
that was the best way is a mystery to us. 

c. Look at Hebrews 11 with me to see this point perfectly 
i. Hebrews 11:32-35 – A picture of the faithful. They way we think it should 

be 
ii. Hebrews 11:36-38 – A picture of the faithful. Wait how, it shouldn’t be that 

way. 

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in 
war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. // Some 
were tortured, // refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 
36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

3. This mystery should not be baulked at, but it should help us adore God. 
a. We must take this point in history in light of the whole account. Where are they 

now? What do they have?  
b. God does not erase the mystery or dark times from the record. From this passage in 

Joshua, he keeps it in to keep us in awe and it helps me trust a God who is honest 
and confident in who he is.  



TS: His confidence extends from his nature to include his actions and abilities. Especially 
his power. 

Joshua 24:5-7 God reminds us of his amazing power. 

5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and 
afterward I brought you out.  
6 “ ‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the Egyptians 
pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to 
the Lord, he put darkness between you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon 
them and cover them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the 
wilderness a long time. 

These accounts give Israel and, by extension us, the impression that the power necessary 
to overcome all the obstacle between where we were and where we are now is solely God’s.  

1. God uses human instruments: Moses and Aaron 
a. Often the vessel or conduit for God’s power is through his people. 
b. Not required to but it is one that the has chosen.  

i. Jesus was sent by him 
ii. Now we have been sent to be his instrument 

2. God’s message now stresses the utter state of helplessness the nation of Israel found 
themselves in by the sea. 

a. If you follow the accounts of the nation’s movements in Exodus 14:2 God directs 
the nation to camp by the sea. They were headed out of the Sini but God put them 
in a place of helplessness. 

b. They are pinned in on all sides, no escape, but they can and do cry out to God. 
i. But why? To show for them and for us, that salvation is from the Lord. 
ii. “God’s purpose is not to deform us in the blobs of limp Jello, but to 

transform us from prideful self-reliant ‘gods’ into humble worshipers 
who gladly confess our ‘help come from God, maker of heaven and 
earth.’” 

c. God will sometimes box us up into our own helplessness in order to show us 
we are not saved by our cleverness, insight, manipulation, feelings, anxiety, 
worry, or doubt, but God ‘who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 
waters’ 

3. You lived in in the wilderness a long time. 
a. 40 years living with the consequences of their choice. 
b. God acknowledges but doesn’t beet down. 
c. God is not wanting the nation to concern themselves with their action but on his.  

TS: Recap the reminders of God: God surprising Grace, perfect pace, mystifying ways, his 
power. Now he reminds them of the event they or their parents lived through. Reminding 
them of his protection.  



Joshua 24:8-12 God reminds us of his faithful protection.  

8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, who lived on the other side of the 
Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and you took possession of 
their land, and I destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, 
arose and fought against Israel. And he sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse 
you, 10 but I would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of 
his hand. // 11 And you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the leaders of 
Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into your hand. 
12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the 
Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. 

Israel’s more recent past is addressed. 
1. A challenge again arose and I delivered you from their hand and their plan 
2. Balak and Balaam 

a. Awesome Story in Numbers 22-24. Short recap: 
b. King Balak of Moab sought to attack and kill the Jews. Before he would 

commence the attack he hired Balaam a diviner. Someone who sees and speak to 
God. 

i. God interacts with him and tells him, you can go to Balak but you can only 
say and do what I allow.  

ii. Just so he would be clear about his place in God’s kingdom he taught him on 
the journey to King Balak. An angel from God stands on the road ready to 
kill Balaam three separate time and each time his donkey saves him. But 
Balaam doesn’t see it or know it only the donkey does. 

1. Ran in the field 
2. Smashed Balaam foot against a wall 
3. Just laid down in the road. – I’m not getting paid enough for this.  

iii.Balaam beat the tar out his donkey for this. Which the donkey turn and 
actually spoke to him because God open it mouth to talk and said, “What 
have I done to deserve this.” 

iv. When the donkey’s mouth was opened so too was Balaam’s eyes. He saw 
how close he was to death. The irony is the best diviner ultimate had no 
power or ability himself. 

c. “I would not listen to Balaam” so he blesses Israel at a part meant to curse him. 
i. Balaam tried and wanted to curse Israel but he was in the clutches of a God 

that only wishes to bless Israel. 
ii. This is God fulfilling his promise to Abraham, I will bless those who bless 

you and curse those who curse you. 
d. While this was happening how much of the story was Israel aware of? NONE 

3. Battle after battle 
a. God gave the land to his people 



b. Hornet – Could literally be wasps sent before you in battle or more likely, the 
Panic and fear that consumed the land because of what god had done. God doesn’t 
even need to do anything to bring protection the stories and evidence of what he 
has already done can be enough.  

TS: Recounting and even imagining the amount of protection God has committed to bestowing 
on us ought to be enough to choose to serve him. But, he gives us one last reminder one we can 
not avoid, his continuous provision.   

Joshua 24:13 – God reminds us of his continuous provision. 

13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you had not built, and 
you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you did not 
plant.’ 

1.  Examining all that surrounds us in the present and recounting all the events, experiences, 
gifts, success, failures, and blessings of the past ought to humble us in to joyful 
submission to God, “for every good and perfect gift comes down from that father lights.” 

2. Are we not the same? Read again the last part of verse 13.  
a. We are living in houses we did not build, eating food we didn’t grow let alone 

know who grew it, enjoying a city we didn’t found, and enjoying a warm spring 
day we couldn’t influence. Why would we not choose him? 

b. What got me here? How is it I have the faith I do? How is it I have the job I do? 
How is it I am who I am? 

c. All of this leads to a decision to follow God all the days of your life because apart 
from him we have nothing. 

3. I would add the new testament hope, A savior we do not deserve and a salvation we 
could not achieve.  

But God is the God of our yesterdays, and He allows the memory of them to turn the past into a 
ministry of spiritual growth for our future. God reminds us of the past to protect us from a very 
shallow security in the present. 

You can serve whatever god you would like, you can serve the gods of our culture, the god 
of politics, the god of money, the god of self-pleasure, the god of security, the god of 
comfort, and even the god of yourself, but holding tightly to God reminders leads me to 
one choice. “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!” 

Our Lord and Our God, we have sat before your throne this morning. In awe and wonder as we 
remember you might work in our lives. Who are we to question you, who are we that you would 
choose us, who are we that you would wait for us, who are we that you would display your 
wonders, offer us your protection and dispense your endless provision. Who are we that you 
would know our name? May we put away our idols and choose to serve you forever.


