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THE BOOK OF JOSHUA 
This book finishes what God started—to bless the nations of the earth through the people of 
Abraham—to establish these people in the land of “rest” as a beacon of truth and hope to an 
idolatrous and wayward humanity. 
 
The book establishes that God alone is God. The book of Joshua is the story of what happens 
when God goes to war with nations who are led by false idols who are no gods at all. It is the story of 
God’s Kingdom rule breaking into the world at a time when nation states were believed to be the 
creation of the gods and their victories were proofs that these Canaanite gods were the supreme 
powers in the world.  
 
The book is the sequel to Torah—a historical account of God’s land promise fulfilled under the 
direction of Moses’ successor and military commander—Joshua. The book picks up where 
Deuteronomy left off. The tribes are camped in the plains of Moab east of the Jordan River awaiting 
instructions from Joshua. Jo is commanded to move forward and to possess the land. The testing and 
proving ground of the wilderness is over and its time for the people to realize their inheritance in the 
land promised. 
 
THE MAN JOSHUA 
Joshua is a prototype of Christ—is a name change—previously he was called simply “Hoshea” 
meaning “salvation” and now has received the divine suffix Ya—shua—“The LORD is salvation”. 
Jesus’ name in Greek I’esous is a transliteration of Joshua-or ye-shua—and this name is significant 
because it reveals Jesus’ final mission—to confront and conquer the forces of evil (death and hell) 
and to bring God’s chosen people into their eternal rest—of which the land was a picture of. 
Hebrews 3 and 4 reflect on Joshua as a type of Christ.  
 
Joshua is a seasoned leader. Nu. 27:18 refers to him as “a man in who is the Spirit”. He is old 
enough to remember the slavery and the exodus from the false gods of Egypt. He is a proven and 
hardened warrior who led troops into battle for Israel on numerous occasions (Ex. 17:8-13). He was 
with Moses on the holy mountain when Moses received the commandment tablets (Ex. 24:13-14), 
and he stood watch at the tent of meeting as Moses’ spoke with God face to face (Ex. 33:11). 
Joshua and Caleb represented the tribe of Judah and showed the character of faith and obedience—
ready to take possession of the land immediately when all others doubted (Num. 14:26-34). 
 
Joshua is the man for Israel’s future. Moses was a great leader but he was a leader for their past—
not their future. Due to Moses’ sin and anger management issues, he was barred from entering the 
promised land of rest. The children of Israel would never have made it to the plains of Moab ready to 
cross the Jordan into their destiny if it had not been for Moses’ leadership—but they will never cross 
and possess the land so long as Moses is their leader. Moses’ leadership is inherently limited. I’ve 
see great pastors who have been used by God as a vital instrument—a pioneering spirit who could 
take the church to a certain point—and after they retire new leadership comes in and takes that 
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church to unexpected productivity for the Kingdom—building on the foundation, taking new hills 
and new territory for the Kingdom.  
 
Joshua is a striking OT type or foreshadowing of Christ who would ultimately set people free of their 
sins (Heb. 4:1, 6-8).  
 
Transition: God has called him to wage war and has equipped him for the challenges that lay 
ahead.  
 
God’s message to Joshua is… 
1. Get up and get moving—Joshua had been tested, tried—had the experience now to lead this 
generation. The testing of his faith revealed his character and refined it.  
Tests and trials are necessary because… 

• They reveal our state of readiness. 
Scripture: Heb. 3:5 “5 Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to 
the things that were to be spoken later,6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. 
And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 
“Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of 
testing in the wilderness, 9 where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty 
years.” 
The previous generation simply wasn’t ready to take the land—but Joshua, Caleb, and this 
generation have passed the trials and they are ready for the victory. 

Tests and trials are necessary because… 
• They produce perseverance.  

Scripture: Rom 5:3-4 “And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we[ 

also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

 
Application: God means to build in us a tested faith—a faith that has been burnished in the crucible 
of trials. A faith that is strong because it has been hammered folded and tempered like steel. 
 
Joshua remembered the blunderings of Moses as well as his successes. He had the lessons engraved 
in his memory of not only the accomplishments but also the set backs they had experienced when 
they failed to wait on God and moved in their own timing.  
 
But now it’s time to get up (arise) and get moving (go). These are military terms—time to suit up and 
engage the war.  
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God’s next message to Joshua is… 
2. Be strong and full of courage—he is told numerous times both by God and the people to “be 
strong and very courageous.” God is not looking to coddle us but he does want to comfort us.  
 
How does Joshua find strength and courage for the challenges ahead?  

• Accomplishing God’s plan. 1:3 “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have 
given you…” Now this reveals that there is a role for Joshua and the troops to play. God is the 
one who gave the promise, chose the people, delivered them from bondage, miraculously 
provided for them in a wasteland, and has brought them to the plains of Moab east of the 
Jordan—but they will have to activate their feet—the realization of the promise involves some 
trodding feet. Quite frankly there will be no fulfillment of this promise without a little sweat 
equity on their part. The activation of their faith and faithfulness to take the land… 

 
Illus. Hulk Jump. God inhabits holy effort.  
 

“Grace is opposed to earning but not opposed to holy effort” (Dallas Willard) 
God’s promise to Joshua and the people is that he will give them every place where their feet trod. 
But there will be no realization of the promise unless the feet get to trodding—unless they go and 
cross the Jordan and step into hostile territory. 
 
I get the impression that some people interpret Jesus’ Great Commission in Mt. 28 to say “Go to 
church and wait for me to sovereignly bring people to church so they can be saved.” But that’s not 
what it says. It says, “Go into all the world and make disciples of the nations…” The evangelistic 
enterprise requires some sweat equity. We are God’s vessels—carriers of a Contagious and life 
changing message.  
 
Joshua must be resolute, he must be courageous and daring—and he must arise and go and take the 
land. The tests are over—it’s time to take the hill. And this will involve some work… 
 
Joshua will find strength by… 

• Remembering God’s promise. Josh. 1:3-6 “ Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 
upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses.” God reminds him of the covenant he 
made with his predecessor and the land promise made to the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Finding strength and being encouraged starts with remembering God’s promises and his 
plan.  
God’s promise to give him victory is what will anchor Israel as the move into hostile territory.  
I think this passage gives us a principle not a specific promise. In principle, God has made 
certain promises to the modern believer in Christ. Now, I’ve heard believers quote this passage 
as if it is a specific promise to them—to assure them victory in every situation. I don’t think 
we should take the passage that way. Instead we should see it as a principle-teaching passages. 
It reveals the character of God for his people. God has made certain promises to the believer.  
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Scripture: 2 Cor 4:17-18 “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 
 
God has promised to deliver us through our trials—ultimately to reveal his eternal glory 
in us. An incomparable glory. 

 
Joshua will also find strength and courage by… 

• Being faithful to God’s precepts.  As you go and are filled with strength and courage for the 
challenge ahead—remember to be faithful to my Word and be careful to follow it.  

Scripture: Josh. 1:7-9 “Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to 
all the law that Moses my servant commanded you.  Do not turn from it to the right hand or to 
the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.” 

 
The OT concept here is faithfulness—translated by the word pistis in Greek (LXX) and carried over 
into the NT as merely “faith.” But this faith is never merely a matter of mental ascent—mere 
confession of a creed. It is the act of trust, the act of adherence and conformity of the entire life.  
 
Carefulness to comply with God’s covenant. God is a covenant God and the written Torah is their 
national constitution. That constitution guarantees them certain rights and responsibilities—and the 
two go hand in hand. They are to be loyal and act with fidelity to the covenant—God’s Word. 
 
Faithfulness isn’t perfectionism. Now this doesn’t mean that unfaithfulness doesn’t carry 
consequences. In fact, as we’ll see in the story, Joshua and the people do fail on occasion and they 
are temporarily set back. The issue with God is not whether you and I fail, it’s whether we are 
teachable. God has unlimited patience for a teachable heart. Every single patriarch and significant 
figure failed. But all of them had one unrelenting approach to their faith—they got up and tried 
again. They learned from their past failures and sought God’s forgiveness and help.  
 
Being careful means being “attentive” or “vigilant/watchful.” No one is more alert then when 
they are packing their own parachute. No one is more attentive and vigilant then that moment 
when they understand the stakes for failure—the price of negligence. 
 
Joshua has seen first hand the cost of negligence—the high price of a short fuse—the long-term 
devastation of short-term gratification and idolatry of Israel. And that lack of care and attentiveness 
to God’s Word and his covenant has set them back a generation.  
 
Eldon Trueblood once aptly stated, “Holy shoddy is still shoddy” (Eldon Trueblood). Paul referred 
to himself in 1 Cor. 3 as “an expert builder” not a slipshod craftsman for the Kingdom. We are to 
give our best because excellence honors and glorifies God. Joshua is to be vigilant—he is to handle 
the sacred with care. 

• Jesus warned us to be careful not allow our souls to be filled with darkness (Luke 11:35). 
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• Paul warned the elders in Ephesus to be careful to watch the flock of which God had made 
them overseers (Acts 20:28). 

• Again he told the Ephesians to be careful how they walked and lived, not as unwise but as 
wise servants of the Lord (Eph. 5:15).  

• Titus 3:8 tells us to be careful to devote ourselves to the things of God.  
 
Faithfulness isn’t perfectionism, but it isn’t a license for a shoddy Christian life either. We are to take 
care to conform our lives to God’s Word while we are leaning on his grace and power. 
 
Joshua finds strength and courage by… 

• Receiving the support from the people. 
Josh. 1:16 “And they (all the people) answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we 
will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we 
will obey you. This generation has experienced a unity of purpose that the previous generation 
who died in the wilderness never achieved. And they have realized it through this testing phase 
of Israel’s journey. And all together, the tribes rally behind this great leader strengthen him. 
We’re with you Joshua! You’re not going through this challenge alone.  

 
Common trials give us the opportunity to encourage, to challenge and to stand with our brothers 
and sister in solidarity—to show them support and receive their consolation. Paul stated to the 
Corinthians that the reason why they suffered great trials was so that they could receive the 
comfort and consolation of God and pass that encouragement and comfort onto the Corinthians in 
their trials. Trials enable us to suffer with others up close—not at a distance. Suffering trials 
enables us to not only sympathize but to empathize with others. Sympathy is when we feel pity 
for people in their pain. Empathy is when you feel that pain.  
 
Joshua finds strength and courage in the support of the people he’s leading—as they stand in 
solidarity with him and commit publically to standing with him.   

 
Lastly, Joshua finds strength and courage by… 

• Being assured of God’s presence. Josh. 1:5, 9, 17 “Just as I was with Moses so I will be with 
you, I will not leave you nor forsake you…” 

God’s Spirit went with them—to be with him as he was with Moses. Moses’ reflection on this at the 
end of Deuteronomy is telling—if God doesn’t go with them then they have no calling, no task, no 
cause to rally for.  
 
Scriptures: God’s presence was the distinguishing feature the people of God.  
God’s Spirit is an ever-present help in time of need.  
God’s Spirit empowers us, and equips us for our vocation.  
God’s Spirit protects and safeguards us. 
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God proved this by manifesting his presence: 1) in their obedience, 2) in their symbols, 3) in their 
worship, 4) in their leadership 
 
Illus. I can tell within a couple days when I’ve been so busy that I haven’t had much time for my 
kids or family. They begin to potentiate and manifest certain habits when I’m not around.  
When I walk in the room the growling and grumpiness mostly subsides—not because I am a tyrant in 
the home—but because there is something about Daddy’s presence that isn’t like momma’s. Momma 
is consummate nurturer and caregiver. Momma is multiplier and frugal and keeps the pantry stocked 
and hot meals on the table and homework assignments checked.  
 
Daddy doesn’t do any of that. But daddy’s presence is indispensible.  
 
He is present in play. 
 
He is present in discipline and training.  
 
He is present as a model of Christ’s teachings and Christ’s temperament.  
 
He is present in his marriage with his spouse as an illustration of Christ’s sacrificial love for the 
church.  
 
He is an example of God’s grace for a fallen human. Asking forgiveness is a powerful lesson. 
 
When dad is present—not as a tyrant, not as a bully—but when dad is present—the world—the home 
changes. When dad is absent, when he’s checked out and isolated and aloof—or leaves the home—
the children suffer for it.  
 
God wants Joshua to know—that your Father is with you. As I was with Moses so I will be with you. 
Present to encourage, strengthen, transform. Present to fight in your corner, to give you the edge in 
your battles, and to transform you ultimately to the image of his Son—Christ Jesus.  
 
Takeaways 

1. The Christian life is an ebb and flow of testing and taking new ground. Of old battles and new 
victories over sin, new accomplishments in ministry and life.  

2.  
3. God works through holy effort, so be resolute/unmovable in your faith and be daring—take 

some changes in prayer and service to accomplish his will.   
4. God will never leave you nor forsake even if the world comes to an end—God is with you—so 

know that he is an ever-present help in your time of need.   


