
Series: Gods at War Pt. 2 
Jeff Kennedy / June 12 

Message Title: The Word on the Street: Reconnaissance & the Mercy Mission 
 

Recap and Overview of last week. 
The book establishes that God is God alone. God’s aim is to directly confront the false idols 
of Canaanite culture to show that he is the only God and there is no other.  
 
Joshua is a prototype of Christ—fulfilling the land promise is a promise of “rest” or Sabbath 
from their lives as wanderers and sojourners—and this is a picture of the eternal rest we’ve received 
from sin in the NT Joshua Jesus God’s Savior and Messiah.  
 
We saw that Joshua was prepared, ready and wise—ready and fit for the challenges that 
lie ahead. He found strength and encouragement in the plan, the promise, the people, and the 
presence of God.  
 
Scripture: Josh. 2:1-2.  
 
Narration of the story: Joshua commissions two spies on a reconnaissance mission—he only sends 
two because he remembers the miscalculation of Moses sending 12. Teams are important, but some 
times the inertia of a ministry is directly proportional to the size of the committee. Joshua sends only 
2 trusted spies.  
 
They arrive in clandestine fashion holing away in a local tavern/inn—which in the ancient world was 
also a brothel and this one was under the management of a prostitute named Rahab.  
 
We’re not told how, but the two spies quickly blow their cover and word gets back to the melek—the 
military lord of Jericho that Israeli infiltrators have come to scout their land. 
 
The melek—king comes personally to her inn—a place he was likely familiar with—and demands 
that Rahab give up the spies. And then she chooses between the lesser of two evils—because the 
only choice she has is sin in this instance—she cleverly sends the king and his solidiers on a wild 
goose chase—an old fashioned snipe hunt—“They did come here but then left before the gates were 
sealed shut. I know they ran back towards Shittiim and if you hurry, I bet you can catch them.” Her 
interrogators buy it—and they’re off and running after the Israeli spies. 
 
Rahab went up to her roof where she had hidden the spies beneath the stalks of flax (used for the 
production of linen) and then pleaded with them for mercy. 
 
Transition: I want us to get our hands deep into the soil of this story today. Here’s the first thing 
we learn.  
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1. Rehab was trapped in sin.  
Scripture: simply refers to her as “a harlot” a “prostitute”—but before you read our cultural situation 
into this one, I want to help you see something you may have missed… 

• She was a victim of a sinful culture. An insidious, heinous world of sin and abuse. 
Canaanites were guilty of unspeakable horrors—the worst kinds of human depravity.  

o Their Pantheon of gods reveals an obsession with fertility—Canaanite religion was 
essentially a sex cult—dominated by bloodthirsty tyrants, merciless and pitiless military 
soldiers and infantrymen. Illus. By way of illus., we are horrified when there is a sex 
scandal in our military—occasionally something surfaces and it is a blight and thought 
unseemly. But not so in this culture. They had no moral law system that demanded the 
fair and equitable treatment of women and children. Women and children were 
chattel—property to be used and abused. Excavations of surrounding areas reveals that 
underneath the pavement of a local sanctuary and jars full of children’s bones—
sacrificed in their insane religion to the gods.  

o Jericho is a military citadel—a city of war—populated by soldiers, a few families. As 
a child in these Canaanite towns—your prospects weren’t good—slavery, temple 
prostitution, or being conscripted into the military as essentially a child-solider. 

o Rahab (open womb) most likely began her career as a temple prostitute, probably 
worked her way up through the ranks as a madam, and is now old enough to have been 
used, thrown out, and managing a local tavern. She’s probably older—in her 30’s and 
she’s no longer useful for the sex cult. Rahab. A form of this name occurs in cuneiform 
text from nearby Taanach athe southern side of the Jezreel Valley. There a man carried 
the name, elu-raheba, meaning, “the gods have opened her womb”—this is a Canaanite 
designation for someone who is expected to be eternally fertile. Her very name is tied to 
the fertility cult. Moreover, she seems to be a property owner. In the ancient law code of 
Hammurabi, only a retired temple priestess could posses property, houses, or land. Not 
definitive, but very interesting. We also know that sacral prostitutes could be retired 
after the age of 30 in favor of newer younger women—and in retirement they were 
allowed to continue their trade as a tavern-brothel owners.  

• She was an offender—not just a victim of someone else’s sin, but a perpetrator of sin 
herself. owning or managing a tavern-inn at the city gates was often the only employment a 
woman could get. This woman is trapped by her oppressors and perpetuating their sins. Make 
no mistake about it—she makes her living as a femme fatale—a seductress.  

o Any form of prostitution is forbidden in the Mosaic law code (Lev. 19:19). 
 
Application: Every person who is a victim and by virtue of this becomes a victimizer has a 
choice. A choice when salvation comes to make a desperate leap—take a risky chance and get away.  
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2. Rahab is under condemnation.  
Scripture: Josh 6:2 “I have given Jericho into your hands”—They will be wiped off the face of the 
earth with the finger of God. God’s judgment for this Canaanite citadel is at hand.  
 
Illus. Woman and children found in a condemned building. Rescued before it was demolished. 
She said, “I had no where else to go.”  That’s Rahab. This is the only life she’s ever known. And the 
word on the street is that Israel’s God Yahweh—is about to smash this place to smithereens.  
 
Jericho is a strategic military city—archeologists tell us that it was a military citadel that stands 
between Israel and the rest of the Promised Land. And while the stories of God’s victories inspire 
fear, they don’t inspire faith—except in one person and one family. She lives in a condemned city. 
It’s only a matter of time before Israel crosses the Jordan and lays siege to her city.  
 
She grew up hearing the stories of merchants who passed through—telling of this God who fights for 
Israel. And now two spies from this nation come rapping on her door. They enter her brothel and 
somehow she overhears their conversations—somehow she sees a chance to escape her hell—and 
she is forceful, reaching out in desperation, negotiating the terms of her mercy.  
 
Do you ever find yourself there? Negotiating a deal for God’s hope. Lord, if you will just give me a 
job—I’ll go to church more often. Lord if you will just heal my body, I promise not to forget my 
offering money at home. 
 
But the price has already been negotiated, the deal for our eternity has already been made—Christ’s 
death on a cross is the only payment necessary and his resurrection from the dead is promissory 
note—guaranteeing vouchsafing our salvation and reconciliation to God. 
 
Jesus said that the gate is narrow for salvation and only a few find it—but wide is the road to 
destruction and many people travel it.  
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:10 uses graphic apocalyptic language to describe God’s renovation project of 
the heavens and the earth: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the 
works that are done on it will be exposed.”  
Scripture: Jesus said in Matthew 24 that heaven and earth will pass away—but my words will 
never pass away or become obsolete.  
Scripture:  
Scripture: John describes the New Heaven and the New Earth in Rev. 21:1-4 “Then I saw a new 
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 
more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place[a] of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,[b] and 
God himself will be with them as their God.[c] 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
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and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” 
 
Application: Like Rahab, you and I live in a condemned house. God is going to knock it down and 
reno the property. 
 
As an inhabitant of Jericho, Rahab is already condemned.  
 
As natural born sinners, Jesus said in Jn. 3:18 that whoever does not believe in God’s one and only 
Son stands condemned already.  
 
But there is good news in this Gospel—Great news in fact… 
 
3. Rahab pleads for grace.   
Scripture: Josh 2:12 She seems eager to leave Jericho behind. It’s because she was trapped in a 
hell—a prison of sinfulness.  
 
God’s warning to the Amorites, Amalekites, and Canaanites goes back a long way—God warns them 
not to descend into moral depravity. God has waited hundreds of years and more recently—they 
were given a generation as they heard of Israel’s victories and Yahweh’s exploits. It’s clear from the 
text that the entire region has heard of Israel’s fame—the God of Israel is not to be trifled with—and 
they have had multiple opportunities to repent come in the camp. Most often these warring nations 
oppose Israel and fight against them.   
 
The victories of God inspired fear and dread. Josh. 2:9 “fear has fallen upon us” 
The victories did not inspire faith or repentance. In Numbers 22—instead of repenting Balak, King 
of Jericho saw the people of Israel encamped opposite the Jordan river—and called on Balaam to go 
and pronounce a curse on Israel. Here’s what he says in Num. 22:5-6 “Behold, a people has come out 
of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, curse this 
people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive 
them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is 
cursed.” 
Each time a warring nation has the opportunity to repent at the stories of Israel’s success—they 
refuse, most of the time they attack Israel and try to stop them from taking the land of Canaan. 
 

• She hears the message and believes it (Josh. 2:9-10) “For I know that Yahweh has given you 
the land…for we have all heard the stories…”  

• She risks much in lying to her king…the local military commander.  
• She follows through by protecting the spies (Josh 2:3-7) 

 
She asks for a covenant of grace. Chesed is the Old Testament word for “grace.” Hebrew word—
it is often translated in the Scriptures as “lovingkindness” and it means “a covering”—because that’s 
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what a covenant was. It was a pledge between two parties for the mutual benefit—to show each other 
grace and mercy.  
 
Rahab sees her chance and she takes it. And now she is at the mercy of the spies—whether or not 
they are faithful to their word—whether or not the people higher up the chain—Joshua, will honor 
the covenant made here. The grace covenant.  
 
Scripture: Romans 2:5—clearly tells us that God is storing up his wrath and judgment toward those 
who remain impenitent and unrepentant. This is an age of grace, where God is enduring with extreme 
patience the objects—those who will receive his wrath in the final judgment.  
 
The word “covenant” means “covering.” It’s like an umbrella—when you go out in the rain—the 
umbrella doesn’t stop the rain but it does keep it from falling on you. And the covenant of hesed—of 
grace that she makes with the spies is a lifeline—it’s a desperate reach for the lifeline of salvation 
from certain wrath.  
 
Like Rahab, we cannot escape the coming wrath if persist in denying that it’s coming. We can’t 
escape the coming judgment if we soften the edges of it so that the Gospel is just more palatable 
for modern sensibilities.  
 
The walls are coming down—this place is gonna burn. God is going to demo the house before he 
renovates it—and all who are in Christ by faith will escape the coming judgment.  
 
4. Her faithfulness resulted in a lasting legacy.  
NT passages.  

• The great-great-great-great Grandmother of King David and an ancestor of Christ Jesus (Mt. 
1:5-16).  

• An enduring symbol of risky faith (Heb. 11:31) and unwavering follow through (James 2:25). 
 
Why is it so important to risk much as Rahab did? Why is so important to go big or go home when it 
comes to the exercise of our faith—for our kids, for our families, for our marriages—because only in 
the light of eternity will we truly see the ramifications of small acts of faith and faithfulness. 
 
Illus. Edward Kimball, a Boston Sunday School teacher, decided to visit a young man in his class 
to tell see if he knew Christ. That visit led to the conversion of young Dwight L. Moody. Moody 
became the most famous evangelist of the 19th century, and had a major impact on evangelist Wilbur 
Chapman. Chapman shared his faith with Billy Sunday who received Jesus, joined his campaign and 
helped lead thousands to Christ. Sunday launched his own national ministry with great results in 
cities like Charlotte, North Carolina. At one of his revivals, Sunday was assisted by evangelist 
Mordecai Ham who invited a young man there to receive Jesus as His Savior. That young man was 
Billy Graham, the most prominent world evangelist of the 20th Century. 
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If you think you don't have much to offer, remember Edward Kimball, a teacher who spent an 
afternoon witnessing to a young man from his class. God has a special way of using our small, even 
routine, acts of faithfulness to accomplish great things. 
 
Takeaways 
God’s mercy always precedes his judgment. Canaan is given chance after chance, and this woman 
is given a chance to repent and believe in Yahweh. And she takes it.  
 
No sinner is too far for God to reach. Regardless of how far you’ve gone off the deep end with 
your sin—God is still in the business of saving sinners who are lost and trapped in circumstances of 
others or their own making.  
 
The true character of faith is not mere confessionalism, but follow through. Talk is cheap. Faith 
demonstrates its reality by following through on its commitments.  
 
Small acts of faith can result in a lasting harvest for the Kingdom. When we take small acts of 
faith—you may never know until eternity the fruit of one conversation you have with a niece, a 
nephew, a coworker—one conversation about the Gospel can change the world.  
 


