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Introduction: Last week we established that the Sovereign God has deemed that the culture of the 
Amorites and Canaanites is ripe for judgment. God is going to wipe out all of the military 
combatants and all of the industries in support of the military and cultic enterprise of Canaan. God is 
now fulfilling his promise to Joshua and Israel’s ancestors to bring them into a land of rest a land of 
abundance and blessing.  
 
The people have crossed and now await the LORD’s instructions on taking Jericho.  
 
Here’s what you need to know about Jericho. It was: 

• A beautiful city—dubbed “the city of Palm trees” due to an active spring and fertile land 
surrounding the city.  

• A strategic city that controlled the route into the hill country and the highlands—the road to 
Canaan goes through Jericho and Ai.  

• A military fortress—a citadel with impenetrable walls—2 concentric walls each several feet 
thick enclosing nearly 10 acres of land.  

• The strongest fortress in Canaan—the defeat of Jericho would signal to all other towns and 
territories that defeat at the hand of Israel’s God was imminent. 

• Jericho experienced a sudden calamity. Here’s a short list that archeologists Garstang, 
Kenyon, and Wood have found true about Jericho dovetailing nicely with the biblical account.  

o Jericho was well fortified by two massive walls (Joshua 2:5, 2:7, 2:15, 6:5, 6:20). 
o Jericho endured a sudden attack occurred just after harvest time in the spring at the most 

difficult season to cross the Jordan (Joshua 2:6, 3:15, 5:10). 
o Jericho’s inhabitants were caught off guard with no time to escape with their provisions 

(Joshua 6:1). Provisions largely left intact at the site. 
o The siege was brief (Joshua 6:15). This would be unusual given what we know about 

ancient sieges  
o Historians have concluded that an earthquake must have leveled the walls—because 

they fell out not in (Joshua 6:20). 
o The city was not pillaged for goods (Joshua 6:17–18). 
o The city was burned (Joshua 6:24). In fact there is good evidence of an intense fire 

leaving Jericho a pile of charred scree. All just as the Bible describes.  
 
Summary: An impenetrable citadel filled with military combatants who have successfully fended 
off every invader of Canaan. A wicked, barbaric and evil culture that is ripe for judgment and stands 
in rebellion to God’s infinite holiness. All true—until the day the Yahweh cult comes marching up 
the hill. Until the God shows up to do battle with the forces of evil.  
 
And here’s the big idea today: God shows his power by demolishing what would otherwise be an 
unshakable stronghold. I believe this really is the lesson from the text for us. 
 



Gods at War 
Pt 5—Jericho has no God 

Jeff Kennedy July 3rd, 2016 
 

And here’s the question for us today: What happens when an unmovable object meets an 
unstoppable God? God wins. 
 
And here’s how God is going to win in your life. 
 
If you and I are going to win the battles that we face in this life, then the text gives us several keys—
surprising solutions for a prevailing life. 
 
 First of all, we must have an… 
1. Assurance of victory 
Scripture: Josh. 5:13-15; 6:1-2 

• The Presence: Josh. 5:13-15: God visits Joshua as the God of War. The text gives us some 
clues as to why this is likely a theophany (an appearance of God) or a Christophany (a pre-NT 
appearance of the Son).  

o First, we note that the “commander” of Yahweh’s army is a title given only to God in 
the OT. Another term for this is Yahweh se’ba’ot. Or, “the Lord of hosts.” 

o Secondly, we note that the commander of the LORD’s army is worshipped. In the 
Scriptures only 3 people receive worship (angel’s who are created beings always refuse 
to be worshipped): God in the OT, Christ in the NT, and someone called “the Angel of 
the LORD”. Now, the word “angel” can also mean “messenger” or “spokesman” and so 
this word does not always refer to a created angel like Gabriel, Michael, or Lucifer. It 
can, at times, be an anthropomorphic visitation of God—prior to the incarnation of 
Christ God would sometimes appear in an accessible form: 1) the three visitors of 
Abraham, 2) the burning bush, 3) and as the Angel of the LORD.  

o Thirdly, we note that Joshua is told to take off his sandals for the place is holy ground. 
The significance of removing one’s sandals—sandals in the ancient world represented 
one’s status or power—and the removing of sandals was in the presence of a superior 
was common in many cultures. In this instance though, the removal of footwear is 
specially due to the “holiness” of the place which was due to the presence of God. 

• The Promises: 6:1-2: God decrees that Israel is already victorious. God has already delivered 
the territory into the hands of the Hebrews. God has decreed it, and it’s as good as done. This 
recalls Dt. 20:4 “for Yahweh your God is he who goes with you to fight for you against your 
enemies.” 

The two things that vouchsafe their triumph in battle is God’s presence and God’s promise—assuring 
them of success over their enemies.  
 
They go into battle and God has already underwritten the victory. And the same is true for us in the 
Christian life.  
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What victories have we been assured of in the NT?  
o Victory over death. No matter what we face, if life ends the last time you close your eyes and 

the last breath you draw—then life is ultimately futile. Nothing you do in this life will really 
objectively matter because there is no “next” anything. But if the Scriptures are true, then we 
are ensouled bodies—we are human beings made in the image of God and either redeemed by 
Christ’s blood and will spend eternity in blissful communion with him—or we are lost in our 
sins and we will spend eternity apart from him—quarantined from the life of heaven. The first 
victory we are given is victory over the permanence of sin’s consequences. Saved forever.  

o Victory over sin’s power in our lives today. Rom 6 and 8—we are no longer slaves to sin—
but that doesn’t mean that we are no longer susceptible to sin. But the sinful nature, while not 
eradicated fully from us, is no longer our master. No longer our slaver. We can live 
victoriously and triumphantly over the power of sinful impulses and self-indulgence. We can’t 
take any hill that God has for us if we refuse to first conquer ourselves—master our appetites, 
bring them into subjection of Christ’s Lordship and vanquish those gremlins that threaten to 
derail our lives and ministries. 

o Victory over circumstances. This is why we pray for miracles. We pray for them because the 
Supernatural God still does supernatural miracles. And sometimes he uses an earthquake to 
shatter stone walls, and sometimes he uses a medicine as his instrument of healing. And 
sometimes inexplicably, God bypasses the natural altogether and performs a mind-boggling 
miracle. God still answers prayer. And no matter what your situation today—a broken 
marriage, a broken body, a broken mind—God can answer your prayers to restore that 
relationship, restore that physical body racked with pain, and heal that broken mind of yours. 
Take your meds—and pray to your God. Get a marriage counselor and cry out to God for an 
awesome marriage. Take your vitamins and hit the treadmill and pray every single day for God 
to give you strength, courage, and energy for your life.  

o Victory over false teaching. I’ll say more about this in a second (point 2), but false ideas 
about God cannot, cannot withstand the battering of the truth. Of all of the false ideas raised 
against the truth of the Gospel—they have all fallen by the wayside. And the Gospel is still 
here. The truth has endured! 

 
You and I have the victory over death, sin, and circumstances. When these unmovable objects meet 
an unstoppable God—the victory is already won.  
 
Illus. It’s like a professional wrestling match. There’s a lot of screamin’ a lot of brouhaha before and 
during the match—a lot of showboating and bad acting—but the truth is—the winner was 
determined before the match even started. Before one steroid injected, very tanned spandex wearing 
guy back flips off the top turnbuckle—before one chair or table was broken over anyone’s head—the 
match was already over—most of the fight is already choreographed. The war itself is nothing more 
than theater for those in the stands who applaud drama taking place on the stage. 
 
The victory has already been predetermined by the Sovereign God. You’re already holding the 
winning hand and all the bluffing and huffing and threats from your enemy—they’re empty.  
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Secondly, we see in the text that Joshua and Israel are given… 
2. Atypical weaponry 
Scripture: Josh. 6:3-7 

• 7 Priests 
• 7 Trumpet blasts 
• 7 Days of marching about 10 acres 
• 7 Marches and 7 trumpet blasts on the 7th day (the Sabbath) 

o The significance of 7 days harkens back to creation. 
o The seventh day harkens back to God entering his rest on the 7th day—now God goes to 

work for them and they enter the land of rest.  
Summary: God is reconstituting his people through warfare. Essentially God is starting over 
with the human race. They were originally supposed to conquer the earth and subdue—ruling over it 
as the image-bearers of God. Mankind was originally supposed to represent God in his perfect 
holiness—in the garden—the paradise of God. People were originally supposed to obey God’s Word 
and commands and live in peace and harmony with him.  
 
And all of that original vocation is being rebooted here. God is starting again in a new land with a 
new people who will ultimately bring the promised son of Eve who will strike the head of the serpent 
and unwind the effects of sin’s judgment—fully realizing this project of subduing and having 
dominion as the image of God in Christ.  
 

Living as obedient children in Paradise with God. 
 
Joshua’s victory is unconventional, his methods are unorthodox, and the outcomes are unexpected. 
 
And this is a wonderful picture of the believer’s warfare in the Christian life.  
For we have been given an…  
Scripture: 2 Cor. 10:1-6—I firmly believe that Paul is drawing on the Jericho imagery (though 
he doesn’t mention Jericho by name) in order to communicate Christian warfare to the 
Corinthians. 

• Unconventional means—2 Cor. 10:3-4 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging 
war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 
have divine power to destroy strongholds. The battles we face are not merely “in the flesh” or 
of a human nature. The battles we face—the war that rages in the Christian life is a spiritual 
one. And the means of that war then are spiritual not carnal or natural. 

o Illus. The best illustration I can think of is cyber warfare. The incredibly 
sophisticated computer bug that infiltrated Iranian nuke plants and sabotaged them. 
When the code was discovered 3 conclusions were made about it: 1) It was mind-
boggling in its sophistication, 2) it was the product of a nation state that had the 
wherewithal to invest in a code of this sophistication and complexity, and 3) that nation 
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state has a vested interest in targeting Iranian nuclear plants to slow or stop them from 
progressing.  

o The day this took place and Iranians discovered it, is the day they realized that the 
old conventions of war, building a plant and a tank and training infantrymen, that’s not 
the only front they must fight on. There is a war going on in the ether—out there in the 
cyber world that is unconventional and can’t be addressed by the typical implements of 
warfare.  

And God forbid that you and I would be duped into thinking that the only front we’re fighting on 
is through legislating morality or picketing an abortion clinic, or signing a petition. Our real war 
is in the spiritual realms against the forces of evil in heavenly places. And the implements of our 
warfare are spiritual in nature. We live in a natural world but all around is a supernatural battle 
taking place for the hearts, the minds, and the souls of our neighbors and loved ones.  

 
We are locked in an unseen battle, and like Joshua we are given… 

• Unconventional methods—In Christ’s meekness and gentleness, we pull down strongholds 
by taking captive every ideology that opposes the knowledge of God. By correcting every 
falsehood that is in rebellion against God and his Word. What are the methods—what is our 
war all about? 2 Cor. 10:5-6 “We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 
knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish 
every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.” 

o Destroying the strongholds of arguments against God and Christ. This involves 
apologetics—being prepared to give a rational warrant and a Scriptural defense of the 
faith. We should, as Christ’s community, be able to show that the arguments against the 
Christian faith are empty and the arguments for Christ are powerful for annihilating 
false ideas.  

o Demolishing the walls of lofty speculation “raised up against the knowledge of 
God”—we use sound reasoning from the Scriptures to show that some hifalutin ideas 
are just plain wrongheaded. The temples, the home based mystery cults—this warfare 
had to involve the confrontation of false theologies raised against the true God. In Paul’s 
day, there were lots of lofty speculations against the truth. But the truth has the power to 
pull them down and leave them a pile of rubble.  

o Capture every thought to obey Christ. The Corinthian church was full of people who 
had been saved from out of the mishmash of Corinthian cults, like the Mithras and other 
mystery cults—with their weird and unnatural doctrines. So their natural tendency was 
to import false ideas from their culture into the Church and into Christianity. It is the 
believer’s responsibility to cross examine his own worldview, to hold our beliefs and 
assumptions up to the light of God’s Word. This is how we are formed into the image of 
God’s son—this is how we are transformed spiritually—as the truth demolished the 
false beliefs and ideas that we all hold. And all of us do hold them.  

o Chasten the disobedient who claim to be mature and spiritual but betray the church 
and God’s Word.  
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The reason why Paul brings up the issue of chastening the disobedient is because you can’t win a 
war, or a battle, when you’ve got soldiers going rogue—walking out of the camp on their own, living 
in rebellion to commander of God’s army and his Word.  
 
Going back to Joshua 6—notice that the people there obey exactly what the Lord has 
commanded. Obedience is critical in victory and aligning ourselves with God’s will is crucial. 
 
We face many unmovable barriers, unstoppable walls that threaten to destroy us personally and 
missionally. But what happens when the unmovable walls of men meet the unstoppable God?  
 
Jesus, our Joshua—the commander of the LORD’s army has defeated and decreed the demise of 
these foes.  
 
And our job is to pull down these strongholds—these citadels of false ideology that are wrecking our 
lives and ruining our culture. Our mission, if we choose to accept it, is to live obediently to a loving 
God who summons us, welcomes us, and enables us to live our lives in alignment with his truth.  
 
David Platt wrote,  
“God beckons storm clouds and they come. He tells the wind to blow and the rain to fall, and they 
obey immediately. He speaks to the mountains, 'You go there,' and He says to the seas, 'You stop 
here, and they do it. Everything in all creation responds in obedience to the Creator...until we get to 
you and me. We have the audacity to look God in the face and say, 'No.’” (David Platt, Radical). 
 
Takeaways:  

• We have been given the victory over the adversaries and enemies of our souls. No wall, no 
stronghold, no barrier in your life can keep you from the love of God, the power of God—the 
purpose of God in Christ.  

• We have been given the supernatural means and methods to realize this victory in our 
thoughts, actions, and mission.  

• We must live obediently to Christ in order to actualize the victory of God over the 
strongholds we face.  

 
 

 


