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Review - Last week we wrapped up the battle section of Joshua, being reminded that 
the Lord fights for His people, sometimes through miraculous and divine ways. 

I. The Text - Let’s take a quick 30,000 foot view of these 8 chapters…ones that are 
probably breezed through for Bible college reading, or read very quickly for your 
annual reading plan. 

A quick detail before we take off. 

Chapters 14-19 are all one major idea. There is some literary framing or 
bookends if you will that Joshua put in for us. 

14:1 - “Now these are the territories which the sons of Israel inherited in 
the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, 
and the heads of the households of the tribes of the sons of Israel 
apportioned to them for an inheritance”

19:51 - “ These are the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua 
the son of Nun, and the heads of the households of the tribes of the sons 
of Israel distributed by lot in Shiloh before the Lord at the doorway of the 
tent of meeting. So they finished dividing the land.”

If you continue to read, you’ll see that in the verses that follow in chapter 14 talk 
about Caleb and his land inheritance and in the verses that lead up to the end of 
chapter 19 (V 49, 50), we read about Joshua’s land inheritance. What do these 
two things/men have in common? These are the two faithful guys who were a 
part of the team that Moses sent in and checked out the Promised Land in 
Numbers 13.

Ok…lets take a quick look now at these chapters

Chapters 14 & 15 - Caleb/Judah reminds Joshua of all that he has done and 
how faithful he has been, and the promises that Moses made to him. Joshua 
happily gives Caleb his land. Chapter 15 is the allotment to Caleb’s tribe, Judah. 
Chapters 16 & 17 - Division of land to Ephraim & Manasseh
Chapters 18 & 19 - Land for everyone else
Chapter 20 - Cities of Refuge
Chapter 21 - A Home for the Levites

II.  A Closer Look - God fulfills His promises…



Taking a bit of a closer look at these sections, we can see a lot about who God is and 
how He operates. Ultimately, they show us that God is a God who fulfills His promises. 
The people of God (then and now) are not always known as having a stellar reputation, 
but what we see in Scripture time and time again is that the Lord keeps His word, 
regardless of the actions or response of His people. 

In fact, this section of chapters end with this statement in 21:45 “Not one of the good 
promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.”

God fulfills His promises…to the faithful (ch 14 & 15) - Caleb reminds Joshua 
of that one time that they were called by Moses to go check out the land that the 
Lord said was going to be theirs. 

“Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the 
people melt with fear; but I followed the Lord my God fully…I am still as 
strong today as I was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, 
so my strength is now, for war and for going out and coming in.” (14:8, 11)

“Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenizzite until this day, because he followed the Lord 
God of Israel fully.” (14:14)

Caleb had been faithful not only to Moses and Joshua, but to the Lord. 
When everyone else said theres no way were going in there, those guys 
are big and mean and scary! Caleb said “We should by all means go up 
and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” (Num 13:30)

God fulfills His promises…to the disobedient (ch 16 & 17)  The next folks to 
get their land handed out to them was Josephs tribes (Ephraim and Manasseh). 

They do a couple things pretty wrong.

First is, they don’t get rid of the enemy. 

“Now, as for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the sons of Judah could not drive them out; so the Jebusites live with the 
sons of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.” (15:63)

“But the sons of Manasseh could not take possession of these cities, 
because the Canaanites persisted in living in the land. It came about when 
the sons of Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to forced 
labor, but the did not drive them out completely.” (17:12, 13)

They did not drive out the enemy completely. For whatever reason, they 
were not able to accomplish it, so they lived among them. It appears that 
they got to a point where it might have been possible to take them all out, 



they realized that putting them into slavery would benefit them a whole lot 
more! They seemed to be focused on what they could get out of it rather 
than what the Lord had told them to do.

The second thing these guys do is they complain.

“Then the sons of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, ‘Why have you given 
me only one lot and one portion for an inheritance, since I am a numerous 
people whom the Lord has thus far blessed?” (17:14)

Joshua offers a bit of a solution. He says since you’re so blessed as it 
were, just take some people and go clear some land! The response? Yup! 
Another complaint.

“The hill country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who live in 
the valley land have chariots of iron, both those who are in Beth-shean 
and its towns and those who are in the valley of Jezreel.” (17:16)

Joshua responds again with confidence “for you shall drive out the 
Canaanites, even though they have chariots of iron and though they are 
strong.” (17:18)

Even in the midst of disobedience, the Lord gives them their portion, 
fulfilling His promise.

God fulfills His promises…to the fearful (ch 18 & 19) The remainder of the 
tribes receive their land. The problem is they are a bit fearful. Check out the first 
3 verses of chapter 18…especially the end of verse 1. It says “and the land was 
subdued before them.” The NIV says “The country was brought under their 
control…” It’s as if Joshua is saying, “we, well the Lord, has handed the 
Canaanites their lunch! What are you waiting for? Go get what’s yours!” And for 
some reason, these guys are a bit timid to do so. So Joshua gathers together a 
group of men to go check the place out. (I wonder if he had any fear that this was 
going to turn out like the spy mission he went on back in Numbers 13). Things 
turned out fine, the guys came back, their fears were evidently allayed and 
Joshua divided up the land.

III. Our Takeaways

Which one are you?
Are you faithful? Than continue to “follow the Lord fully.” It’s not going to 
be easy, but stay the course.
Are you disobedient or complaining? Do what the Lord says. Follow His 
Word and rest in His promises.
Are you fearful? Remember what the Lord has done on your behalf and 
what He has promised He will do for you.



Remember…
The fulfillment of God’s promises doesn’t always happen in the 
timing that we think, want or expect.
The fulfillment of God’s promises doesn’t always come easy or 
without loss.


