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- For the past month or so, we as a church have been going through this series “Half-Truths”. 
And I think this series is cool because Christians often say some pretty funny things… In fact 
we often say things just to say them, or because some other Christian said it and it sounds 
biblical. But the point of this series is to take these things that Christians often say, and 
to look at them with a critical eye. Because initially, yeah, there’s some truth in there and 
it’s sweet when we get to mine that out. But on the other hand, there’s often another side of 
these things we say that’s not so true—and we tend to gloss over that because it’s inconve-
nient. But the thing is, glossing over truth… hurts us in the long run. And so we’re here to talk 
through some of these things together.

- Today the half-truth that we’re looking at is: All sins are equal in God’s eyes.
- Have you guys heard people say this? Hands? Yes? no?

- Alright, so what I want to do now is show you how I wanna structure this message — [So if 
you’re a journal person, if you’re taking notes and you want an outline, this is your first 
point] … First I’m gonna give you guys the false side. We’re gonna talk about why this 
phrase is only half true, and the ways that we can get ourselves intro trouble by throwing it 
around. And I’m gonna give you guys some Scriptures that show why this phrase is actually 
not very helpful.

- Then I’m gonna give you guys the true side. I want to talk about why this phrase is actually 
good and helpful and useful to us as Christians. I want to talk about the half of this half truth 
that’s true. And we’re gonna look at some Scriptures that talk about that. 

- And then, really the meat of what I want to say is going to be in the third part of this message, 
and that’s where I want to get real with you guys and talk about the heart behind this 
phrase. And I think you’re gonna find that this message is actually going somewhere pretty 
different than you are currently expecting.

- False Side
- True Side
- Heart

- False Side!
- Not all sin is equal in God’s eyes! And let me tell you why…
- The Bible says so.
- And not in so many words! But all throughout Scripture we get the sense that There are 

some sins that God is more severe towards than others, or there are sins that God 
judges to be more “heinous” than others.

- One of the clearest examples of this came up in my own personal devotional 
reading the other day. Right now, the Lord has me going through the book of   
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Numbers which I’m actually really loving—everything about the story of Moses is       
fascinating to me. 

- Anyway, if you’ve ever read through the book of Numbers, or if you’ve slogged it 
through Leviticus or Deuteronomy, then you’ll have noticed that there are some-
times chapters on end devoted to these laws that God was giving to the people of 
Israel. And these laws detail almost every possible area of life—what the people of 
Israel should wear, what they should eat, how they should cook it, how they should 
make their houses, how they should treat skin diseases, how they should order 
their week, how they should handle sacrificial rites of various kinds. [Are you guys 
familiar with this?] — So in Numbers 15, there’s this really interesting passage 
where God is talking to the people of Israel, He’s laying down some divine com-
mands for His people to follow and live by, and the question comes up: “Man, 
God, there are so many laws to keep track of, and the consequences for messing 
up on them are like pretty rough… What if we forgot about a law and broke it on 
accident? What would happen if somebody unintentionally broke one of your 
rules?” And God says, “Oh, well, if somebody genuinely breaks the law unintention-
ally, here’s what they should do. Just go offer a sacrifice and everything’s forgiven.”

- And here’s where it gets interesting… After going into detail about how that person 
should be forgiven, God turns around and says, “BUT, Those who brazenly vio-
late the Lord’s will, since they have treated the Lord’s word with contempt 
and deliberately disobeyed his command, they must be completely cut off 
from the community and suffer the punishment for their guilt.”

- But God! Aren’t all sins equal in your sight? … Umm… no. They’re not! 
- Sins done in ignorance still require some sort of process of repentance and 

forgiveness, but I think it’s safe to say that, in God’s mind, there are levels of 
evil—there are different shades and gradients of sin. 

- And if you’re not convinced by grumpy OT Jesus, check out the NT—In John 
19:11, Jesus, just before His execution, makes a pretty chilling statement 
about Israel’s religious leaders having committed a “greater sin” than the Ro-
man government.

- So When we take a closer look, it turns out that this is not actually a very 
accurate phrase… not all sins are equal in God’s sight.

- True side!
- There are at least two ways in which this phrase is useful and helpful.

- The first is this:
- This phrase does a really good job at upholding the seriousness of all sin. 

Which is important, because we get that sin is serious, right? that God doesn’t    
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tolerate sin, that’s He’s not about it? And so we jump on sin when it comes up in our 
lives—we avoid the big things we’re not supposed to do, we’ve got the 10 Com-
mandments and stuff memorized. Don’t steal [CHECK], don’t murder people 
[CHECK], don't sleep with somebody who’s not your spouse [CHECK], don’t lie, 
and then there’s some other ones I can’t remember—but the point is! we’ve got 
these things down. And even things that aren’t necessarily in the Bible, but we con-
sider them culturally big sins—don’t drink, smoke, chew, and don’t go out with girls 
who do. Right? We know these. And we feel pretty good about ourselves that we 
don’t indulge in these (what we we might consider to be) big sins. 

- But when it comes to smaller things… we tend to be a bit more lax… Because 
the speed limit, well that’s more like a suggestion, isn’t it? Or… I had a long day 
yesterday so I deserve to just be lazy today. Or… Placating your spouse instead of 
standing firm in love and truth, giving up on your dreams because they seem unre-
alistic, having an undisciplined lifestyle because it’s easier than exercising self con-
trol. There are quite a few culturally acceptable sins that we are really really relaxed 
about in the church—And I personally think it’s high time that we stopped talking 
about the seriousness of sin if we’re not actually going to take all sin seriously.

- God is pretty serious throughout Scripture about the fact that in this sense, yeah: all 
sin is equal in His sight. Because all sin, no matter how big or small, is an af-
front to His holiness, it is an offense to His nature, it’s backhand slap to the 
face, and we ought to take it seriously. To be careless or slipshod about our “small-
er” offenses really shows that not only do we not actually take sin seriously, but we 
don’t take God seriously. Because they’re His rules we’re being lax about!

- James 2:10-11 (this is so telling/key) — For the person who keeps all of the 
laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s 
laws. For the same God who said, “You must not commit adultery,” also 
said, “You must not murder.” So if you murder someone but do not 
commit adultery, you have still broken the law.

- And I think it’s implied within the text here that we could insert any number of 
sins, big or small, into this passage and the point would still stand. For exam-
ple…: “The same God who said “Do not steal,” also said, “Don’t be lazy.” 
So if you are undisciplined with your time/finances/body but you don’t 
commit theft, you are still a lawbreaker—and you’re in the same boat as 
the guy who did commit theft (or girl).

- So even though, yeah, like we talked about, there are levels of “heinousness” 
and there are sins that have more severe consequences than others, having 
committed one sin, no matter how big or small, puts you at odds with the 
Creator of the universe. And I don’t care if you life looks more like Hitler or 
Mother Teresa, that’s a bad place to be.
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- So in this sense, I think this phrase is spot on, and it’s important: All sin is 
equal in God’s eyes. It doesn’t matter how big or small—God calls us to take 
all sin seriously because all of it is a scandalous challenge to His holiness, His 
goodness, and His love. Period.

- So that was the True Side: Part 1
- Here’s the other part of the truth—the other part of this phrase that I think is still really help-

ful and useful to us.
- All sin is equal in God’s eyes in the sense that the blood of Jesus is 100% com-

pletely sufficient to touch, forgive, and redeem every part of our lives, no matter 
how sinful or heinous.

- 1 John 1:9 says this: If we confess our sins to God, He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 

- Now, I know that although we definitely have some scholars in the room, probably 
very few of you have studied biblical Greek. But even if you’re not a scholar, I wan-
na give you a chance this morning to take your first step in Greek literacy—If you 
were to look up the meaning of the Greek word for “all”, what kind of result do 
you think would get? What do you think that word “all” means? —> All! It 
means “all”! Everything! The whole kit and caboodle! 

- Just for funsies, I actually did look up the Greek word that’s translated “all”, and 
here’s the description I got: each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, 
everything.

- When John says that God is faithful to cleanse us from all wickedness, He means all wicked-
ness. From the smallest thing to the biggest thing—there is no sin too menial or too heinous, 
no area of your life too perverse or broken that God will not faithfully forgive and redeem you 
there. 

- This, church, is why we sing, this is why we dance, this is why we move and breathe and 
have our being, because in Jesus we have forgiveness of sins and freedom from the lifestyle 
of sin, we have been released into resurrection life!

- All sins are equal in God’s eyes because all sins are equally doomed in the light of 
the blood of our glorious Jesus. Amen!

- So now, for those of you keeping score at home, we’ve covered the False Side (why this 
phrase is not actually true or all that useful), and we’ve just covered the True Side (why this 
phrase is super true and pretty spectacularly useful). But what I want to do now is switch 
gears a little bit and look at, what I think, is The heart issue behind this phrase.

- Because I don’t know about you, but when I hear people say, “Hey! All sins are equal in 
God’s eyes,” it’s typically not with the intent of reminding somebody about the seriousness of 
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all sin big or small, and it’s even less typical to hear somebody use this phrase to build some-
body up or encourage them or remind them that God extends forgiveness for every sin.

- To be honest, when I hear people toss this phrase around, it’s usually used as a weapon 
to protect the one saying it from judgment… Here’s what I mean, here’s a situation: 
You have a friend who you’ve caught in a few kind of compromising lies. You know, the 
first one seemed weird and accidental, but after two or three, you notice that deceit is 
kind of becoming this person’s method of operating. And so you approach them about it: 
“Hey man, I love you, and I want to just be somebody who can build you up and call you 
higher up this mountain, and I’ve noticed this sin pattern of lying in your life, and I think 
you’ll notice that if you continue down that road it’s gonna have some pretty destructive 
ramifications.” 

- And this person’s ready. They’ve read James 2:10, 11 (which we read earlier), and they 
are quick to remind you, “Hey! You know what. According to the Bible, you are just as 
much a lawbreaker as I am. Who do you think you are to rebuke me or approach me 
with this sin? I may struggle with lying, but I know you struggle with gossip. And all sins 
are equal in God’s eyes, so your sin as just as bad as mine…”

- Clearly this is an example that I literally made up last week, but have any of you guys heard 
this phrase in a similar context or used in a similar way? — Now this is just my personal 
experience, but I feel like this is the context where I’ve almost always heard this phrase used
—not to build somebody else up, but rather to make the person who uses it feel justified in 
their sin issue.

- It’s not pretty…
- And the reason I show you that/the reason I point this out is because, as a pastor, I’m 

honestly not super concerned about your ability to pick apart the half truths of a 
religious phrase. What I am concerned about is the hearts of the people that God has 
entrusted me to shepherd. And so I’ve brought this third point before you this morning 
because I think there’s a heart attitude that often accompanies this phrase: it’s this atti-
tude of Self-justification. “Oh, well, I don’t have to take seriously what you’re saying 
because… “You can’t talk to me about my sin because…” <— Do you hear the weird 
tone in that? There’s a weird kind of spirit there where you’re actually defending your 
right to sin… and it feels a whole lot like self-justification… and I want to address that…

- We’ve already read James 2:10, 11 this morning, but I want to read it again, because I want 
to show you something that I didn’t show you before…

- James says: The person who keeps all the laws except one is as guilty as a person 
who has broken all of God’s laws. For the same God who said, “You must not 
commit adultery,” also said, “You must not commit murder.” So if you murder 
someone, but do not commit adultery, you have still broken the law.
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- You guys remember this? This is the verse we used to show that, yes, all sins are equal in 
God’s eyes. Even if you break one of God’s laws, that categorizes you as a lawbreaker, and 
you are officially on equal footing with somebody who has broken any number of God’s laws. 

- Now here’s the thing: the way we typically wield this verse/the implication we typically take 
from it is to say, “Because you’re on equal footing with me/because you are also a lawbreaker 
just like me, this is a level playing field, you have no right to rebuke me.” And we justify our-
selves, we justify our sin issue based on the other person’s sin issue.

- This seems to us the natural thing to do. It seems to us the natural conclusion.
- But if we keep reading, it’s not the conclusion that James gives us. Check out v. 12… James 

says: So, here is the conclusion/here is the implication/here is the application of what I’ve just 
said—So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember/know that you will be 
judged by the law that sets you free. 

- Here’s the headline, you guys: if you have a saving relationship with Jesus, you have 
been set free from sin. You have been set free from the lifestyle of sin. You’ve been set 
free from the punishment of sin, and you’ve been set free from the shame of sin. Not 
only that, but you’re also free to make mistakes. You’re free to fail. You’re free to not 
have it together all the time. Because like we talked about before, all those things 
fall under the category that John was talking about when he said that God is faithful 
to forgive us and cleanse us from all wickedness. So the stuff you mess up, even after 
you become a Christian—that’s all covered, because there is no condemnation [NO 
CONDEMNATION] for those who belong to Jesus Christ. 

- That’s what James means when he says that you will be judged by the law that sets you 
free. He’s telling the church, he’s reminding us, that even though every person has bro-
ken God’s law, those who cling to Jesus are not judged by whether or not they measure 
up to the law—we are not judged by how good or bad we are at following all the rules.

- Rather, we are judged by the law that Jesus established on the cross, which says, 
“All your sins are forgiven. I have justified you. Forever. Period.” … So there’s no reason 
to try and justify yourself anymore… right?

- So when somebody approaches you with some sin issue they’ve noticed in your life, you 
don’t have to search your pocketbook of Christian phrases and come back at them with a “Oh 
yeah, well all sin is equal in God’s eyes so your sin… blah blah blah…” You don’t have to 
make excuses. You don’t have to compare yourself to them. You don’t have to defend your-
self. You don’t have to justify yourself. Whatever you do, whatever you say, remember/know 
that you’ve been freed from having to do that anymore. Jesus has justified you. You’ve been 
forgiven already. It’s over. Just stand in that. Be confident in that. And humbly receive the cor-
rection that your friend is trying to give you because they probably love you and don’t want 
you to blow up your life.
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- Because here’s the thing that’s so sweet too—when you finally give up the fight and stop 
trying to justify yourself, then you’ll find that you have a kind of freedom and humility that 
actually desires correction and guidance. And that’s the kind of heart that the Lord can 
grow, that’s a heart that the Lord can use for His Kingdom.

- So to all you saints, that’s what I want to say to you today. [BAND COME UP]
- Now if you’re sitting in here and you’re listening to all this, and you’re not a Christian or any-

thing, but you have a desire in you to know what it is to have your sins forgiven—if you you 
want to know what it is to be free from condemnation, if you’re tired of going about life trying 
to justify yourself, if you want to know what it is to belong to Jesus—if you’re hungry for that, 
man, the table’s been set. And I want to invite you take the next step in that. While the wor-
ship team plays the next song, I want to invite you to come up front. I’ll be standing over here 
in this corner-isn area, and I’d love to just pray with you and talk with you and get you a Bible 
and stuff.


