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A friend, a new believer, whom I had been discipling for many months just disappeared from church life one day 
and I had not seen him in some time. I found out from his mom that he had fallen into a crowd of so-called “believers” 
who had convinced him that all paths, all belief systems ultimately lead to Jesus. I made a b-line for him one Sunday 
when I saw him in the lobby and asked if we could get some coffee or meet later that week. Reluctantly he agreed.  
We met at the coffee shop and he began to articulate his deep doubts about the things I had been teaching him. He 
simply parroted the cliché that there is no way a God of love could also be a God of wrath. Within a year, he had 
abandoned his faith in favor of a sugary sweet deity who never challenges us, never calls us to holiness, and 

never ever be the judge of the world. His was a syrupy “spiritualized” faith which led him to be both 
unaffiliated with Church life (as we discussed last week) and also to deny the essential biblical teaching about God.  
 
Researchers have found that the story I just told you is all too true all too often. We want to have a private, personal 
spirituality but we don’t want to be told by authority figures, the Bible included, that God is anything other than what 
we need in this moment. 
 
Researchers have found that while people are abandoning the Bible, their pastors, and historical Christian doctrine 
they also consider themselves spiritual. 
 
Barna states, In a “mash-up of pluralism and universalism, 59% of adults believe that ‘Christians and Muslims 
worship the same God even though they have different names and beliefs regarding God.’ Barna went on to say that 
about 40% of all those who claim to be “born again Christians” affirm that everyone will be saved and accepted by 
God regardless of their beliefs. And 60% of all people who claimed to be “Christian” affirmed this view. 
 
And it turns out that most religions actually teach this. With the exception of Islam Judaism and Christianity, you 
usually don’t find the idea of “Particularism: A religious faith’s exclusivity claim.” 
 
 
Is it true that all paths lead to God? 
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The answer, the first is No. It’s not true. Not if what we mean by that statement is that all religious or spiritual 
paths lead to salvation.  

1. Not all paths lead to salvation.  
First of all not all religious faiths agree on what salvation is, or whether there is any need for a person to be 
saved at all. If your religious faith does not hold to a doctrine of sin then there is nothing to be saved from.  
 
If your religious faith does not believe that there is a personal, loving creator of the universe who welcomes us by his 
grace into his presence and kingdom forever, then no—there is nothing to be saved to.  
 
You need to see there is a thoroughly biblical foundation for this belief.  
• Jesus taught it. Perhaps where we should start is with Jesus himself. On multiple occasions, Jesus made it 

clear that he would be the judge on judgement day of one’s eternal status. 
o Jn. 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way (Gk. hodos / Hb. halakah), and the truth (Gk. alētheia / Hb. Emeth 

(aleph, mem, tav), and the life (Gk. Zoē / Hb. nephesh). No one comes to the Father except through me.”  
 
• The Apostles taught it.  

o Acts 4:12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved.” It is difficult for us to even imagine just how challenging it was for the 
Jews in Jesus’ day to hear this message. The word “name” here doesn’t just mean the word “Jesus” but a 
name in the ancient world was the instantiation of the character of the person. The “name” is proprietary 
to one’s self-designation. That is, it isn’t just some magical word that can accept all the definitions we pour 
into it. It is proprietary to how the person used it of himself. What they meant in giving the name to us.  

o Ephesians 2:12 “you were at that time without the Messiah, alienated from the citizenship of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” 

 
To proclaim Jesus alone as the embodiment, the incarnation of God’s way, God’s truth 
and wisdom, God’s creational life—then to announce to first century Jews that there is no other name 
“Jesus” whereby a man may be saved was radical. And it was an exclusivist claim. But what about all those people 
who don’t respond and receive Jesus or get with the program?  
 
The truth is, not all paths lead to God in salvation.  
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2. All roads do lead to God in judgment.  
I did not think I would see in my lifetime the wholesale abandonment of this so thoroughly scriptural idea. Today, 
theologians across the spectrum of denominations, non-denominational movements, are abandoning this biblical 
teaching. Recently, for example, the Hymn “In Christ Alone” was removed from a major denominational hymnal 
because it had one line regarding Jesus satisfying God’s wrath, and the committee responded to Criticism by 
saying, “We don’t want to give the wrong impression that God is some kind of angry wrathful deity who has been 
placated by a suffering innocent Jesus.”  

First, we need to understand God’s judgment. 
• God is love (1 Jn. 4:8, 16) The Scripture tells us that God’s essential nature is merciful, loving, kind, and 

gracious. He loved us in creation, loved us when we fell into sin, loved us by providing a holy family (Israel) in 
Abraham, loved us by leading us all to Jesus, in an ultimate act of sacrificial love in the cross. 

 
Illus. Think of a little baby and how much love you have for that new born. Your heart seems 
like it burst with love for that little creature made in your image. And as the child grows and begins to respond 
to your love with smiles and gassy faces and funny expressions—something you didn’t think was possible 
actually happens—you love the child even more. That child as an infant doesn’t have the capacity yet to 
comprehend your parental love for them. God’s love is like that. We are loved more than we can even know. 
God’s essential nature is love. Lovingkindness. The God of second chances.  

 
Now, if you have received his love, the judgment on your life is “not guilty.” You stand hidden in Christ’s perfect 
obedience, you are in Christ, your sins have been imputed (attributed) to him who knew no sin. The God of wonders 
declares you in the right by faith in Jesus’ obedience to death on the cross.  
But the second aspect of God’s judgment, the other side of the coin if you will… 
• God has wrath. His judgments are justified. God is love. But he is not wrath. Love is the defining attribute 

of God. Not wrath. Not condemnation. God is love but God has wrath.  
Dispelling a Myth: When I hear people talking about how Jesus cannot be the God of the OT because the 
God of the OT is wrathful and vengeful and the God revealed in the NT is gracious and supremely loving—I 
wonder what Bible these folks are reading. 

o First, both Testaments teach that God is loving. The single greatest attribute of God in the OT is 
lovingkindness—and he could have left to ourselves but instead graciously provides for our redemption.  

o Second, both Testaments reveal God to be a wrathful judge. And this is particularly true of Jesus.  
Mt. 5-7: Jesus’ very first recorded public message is as the judge of our eternal status.  
Mt. 25: Reveals Jesus as the cosmic judge of every person who has ever lived. So the first thing we do 
is to dispel this nonsense that God is not revealed in Christ to be a judge who will exercise a wrathful 
judgment on the wicked and the willfully disobedient at the end of the age.  

 
Illus. The doctor who was popular and well-liked until several of his patients were diagnosed with life-threatening 
diseases. Turns out the doctor was a phony—no medical training at all.  
It is fundamentally unloving to tell a person who has a ailment that could lead to a terminal condition that they’re 
fine. To diagnose them as “OK” when really they are quite ill. And this is why we do not screen out what the NT says 
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so clearly about God’s judgment, either in mercy and forgiveness to those who are in Christ (Justified) or those who 
reject Christ (unjustified and condemned). 
What should our response be? 
(1) Repent of your sin, don’t harden your heart. 
John Baptist in Mt. 3:7-8 But when he (John the Baptizer) saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said to them, “You descendants of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce 
the fruit demonstrated by repentance.” What is he saying to them—If you want to flee the coming wrath of God’s 
judgment on sinners—you must show the evidence of a true change of heart. The fruit of heart change is 
demonstrated by true repentance. 
 
 
(2) Believe on the Son, don’t reject him.  
John 3:36: “The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. The one who rejects the Son will not see life, but God’s 
wrath remains on him.” 
To say to a Torah-observant pious Jew in that day “God’s wrath remains on you” was shocking, jarring to say the least. 
The most scandalous aspect of Jesus’ teaching was his self-referential statement that “before Abraham was I Am”—
that was stoning language in the first century. But next to his claims about himself, Jesus’ most shocking statement to 
the good, synagogue going Jew is “Despite your ethnic security that you are in Abraham; Despite your ethical status 
as “Torah Observant.” You are still lost in your sins. God’s wrath is not only coming to you, it is on you and remains on 
you.” Unless we believe in God the Son—whom God the Father has sent. Unless we receive him and don’t reject him. 
Unless we embrace his message and don’t despise it.  
 
 
(3) Acknowledge the truth, don’t suppress it. 
Rom. 1:18: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of people who 
suppress the truth by their unrighteousness.” When we fail to acknowledge God’s Word and what it says is true, there 
is a passive “wrath” that is baked into the cake. God has designed the world and life a certain way, with 
certain parameters and laws. And when we insist on living in such a way that is contrary to our natural design 
we may experience a wrath that is revealed through consequences. God’s original order is Him as Sovereign King, with 
us as viceregents, co-heirs and image-bearers in God’s good world. But We have led a revolt against the King, and the 
revolution has brought grave consequences. 
 
If you insist on using your God-given abilities and talents to invent ways of doing evil, rather than ways of bringing 
glory, praise and honor to God—you’ll receive the reward of your industrious efforts.  
 
If you misuse your body, your mind, your life for false idols who promise self-fulfillment, self-actualization, and self-
indulgence—then don’t be surprised when those idols reward you with disease in your body, imbalance in your mental 
life and emptiness.  
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(4) Become responsive, don’t be stubborn and remorseless.  
Rom. 2:5 “But because of your stubbornness (immovable, obstinate) and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up 
wrath for yourselves in the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment is revealed!” 
We learn that this wrath is actually “God’s wrath” not just some amorphous unspecified judgment.  
Rom. 5:9; 12:19; Eph. 5:6 “Much more then, because we have now been declared righteous by his blood, we will be 
saved through him from God’s wrath.” 
Your greatest barrier to new life in Christ is refusing to be impressionable, teachable, and most of all remorseless over 
sin. Paul uses a Roman analogy of the massive storehouses that held unimaginable stores of grain and produce. 
Herod amassed a fortune by constructing a palace and shipping port by the Mediterranean sea. Instead of shipping 
the grain and spices and textiles to the northern levant and then shipping them out to Rome—which cost him more 
money, he cut out the middle man and shipped them direct from his maritime port. And the storehouses from an 
ancient standpoint were just incomprehensible. And this is the very analogy Paul uses for the day of God’s judgment 
and wrath. The life lived with a heart of stone cold granite, immovable, unsusceptible to truth, unresponsive to God’s 
Message of salvation in Christ—so great a gift, so great a salvation being rejected—it’s as if that life is warehousing 
God’s wrath to be poured out on the last day.  
 
 
 
(5) Be encouraged, don’t dread the future.  
1 Thess. 1:9-10 “For people everywhere report how you welcomed us and how you turned to God from idols to serve 
the living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus our deliverer 
from the coming wrath.” 
1 Thess. 5:9 “For God did not destine us for wrath but for gaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
As believers, we don’t have anxiety over the world’s wrath upon us, or God’s wrath in judgment at the end of the age. 
Because, Paul states that Jesus delivers us from it, and God has not destined us for us. But for better things.  
 
Is. 53: He was pierced for our transgressions,  
 
He was bruised (beaten and battered) for our iniquities (the vices, false idols that we’ve worshiped),   
 
The punishment that brings us peace (reconciliation with God; ending our estrangement) was upon him,  
 
And by his stripes (the lash of the whip) we are healed (restored and reinstated) to God’s family.  
 
Two powers converged on that cross. The world’s rulers, animated by Satan and the forces of darkness, converged on 
Jesus to exhaust their wrath upon him. Jesus took our worst, God gave us his best—and what a shock to discover that 
this popular rabbi thought to be blasphemer by the Jews and a dangerous revolutionary by Rome—defeated death 
by resurrection from the dead.  
 
 
 


