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Introduction: Significance of the Bible as a conceptual canopy for Western Culture.   

Stats: High ownership, stated interest in biblical values, low readership, and low biblical literacy.  
Problem 1: Because of its unique role in western culture, to fail to know the contents of Scripture is 
to commit oneself to cultural illiteracy. Meaning, while one may have functional, or mechanical 
literacy, one may be utterly unaware of the background knowledge and information that informs our 
civilization.  
Problem 2: Christians who read the Bible say that they most often skip the parts they don’t 
understand. Yet Scripture encourages to grow in our “knowledge and depth of insight” into God’s 
Word (Phil. 1:9).  
Crux: The Scriptures are the key to growing spiritually. Knowledge and understanding of the Bible’s 
contents and themes is vital for spiritual growth. A Necessary but insufficient condition.  
Series: We are going to be talking a lot from the Bible this coming year. In early February we are 
going to emphasize our mission and vision as a church—and that will be a biblical perspective on 
our God-given mandate as a church.  

Leading up to Easter, we’ll unpack about 7 “I Am” statements of Jesus from the Gospel of John, 
leading up to Easter Sunday in which Jesus will declare to Mary and Martha, “I Am the resurrection 
and the life.” Afterwards we will embark on a study of Ezra and Nehemiah as we mine those books 
for godly principles for leading well-needed change in our lives. We’ll also dive into the book of 
Ephesians as we uncover what Paul has to teach about the nature of Church.  

So we want to begin this year with a series on gaining some skills with Scripture.  
Explaining the Series’ Title: My moms Bible. Falling apart at the seams, held together by black 
electrical tape on the outside, scotch tape on the inside, and highlighted. This is the Bible I watched 
my mom weep into as she prayed for hurting people and their needs. This is the Bible that brought 
her comfort when she suffered the most grievous losses a human can know.  

Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:15-17 “And how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

Transition: We’re going to start with a creedal term that every Christian needs to know. This term is 
shorthand for the historic Christian belief about the nature and authority of Scripture: 

Sola Fidei Regula: The Bible is our sole rule of faith 
“Sola fidei regula is the reformation position that the Bible is the only authoritative voice of God to 

man” Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation 
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The 1st thing Paul says about the Bible is that… 
1. The Bible is a book (2 Tim. 3:15a).  

• The Terms:  
o The term Bible comes from the Greek term biblios meaning, “book.” 
o The term Scripture in Greek is grammatos meaning, “writing” our word “scripture” 

comes from the Latin term scriptum or scriptura.  
o Ex. 24, the Torah is referred to as “the Book of the Covenant.”  
o Dt. 28:61 refers to the entirety of Moses’ books as “the book of this law.” 
o Neh. 9:3 the entirety of the Bible including the books of Moses, the Psalms, the 

Chronicles or Archives of the Kings (including 1, 2 Sam. And 1, 2 Kings), and the 
literary prophets from Jonah all the way to Malachi. These books became the 
established Hebrew Bible.  

• The Time span: 
o The Bible was written over a time space of about 1500 years. That would be the modern 

day equivalent of beginning to write a book in the 500’s AD a century that saw the fall 
of the Western Roman Empire. If the Bible were completed in 2018 its authorship would 
have spanned the Fall of the Western Roman Empire in the 6th century, the rise of 
militant Islamic conquests of Europe in the 7th century, the bloody and horrendous 
Crusades in response, the invention of Gunpowder and mind-boggling war machines in 
China, the European Renaissance followed by the invention of movable type—the 
printing press which was followed by the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century. 
The discovery of a new continent and the colonization of the west. The French 
revolution, the American Revolution, the so called “age of enlightenment”—the 
invention of the train, then the automobile, the urbanization of western culture, flight, 
the emergence of world-ending technology, space travel, the personal computer, the 
internet, and now  

o It is a collection of 64-66 different books written over this time span.  
o By comparison, the Bible’s nearest ancient competitor would be the Mayan book Popol 

Vuh meaning, “The People’s Book.” It was found and translated in the year 1700 and 
took about 400 years to compile—spanning centuries of Mayan culture.  

• The Types of Literature:  
o Historical Narrative with Law Codes / Chronicles of Kings 
o Poetry 
o Prophetic oracles, sermons, and Apocalyptic Literature 
o Personal Letters 
o Formal Epistles 
o Biographies/Gospels these and many, many more. The Bible is the singularly most 

diverse piece of literature in the history of the world. It is a rich repository of human 
literature. It’s a book.  
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• The Testimony-Theme of the Bible: Redemption and Restoration 
o The Bible appears to have one unmistakable theme: The sovereign, creator-God would 

send a holy Son to deliver and redeem his fallen image-bearers and to restore creation. 
Once again the Sovereign king and Lord over creation would dwell in his temple—
restored creation, with his temple priests and co-heirs: redeemed and saved humanity.     

All of this in of itself would qualify Scripture—the Bible to be Scripture and the most unique book in 
human history or the spectrum of human experience.  
This is why Paul says to Timothy, his young padawan in the faith “This book is able to make you 
wise for salvation.” 

I want to make this very clear: The Bible is not human in its origin. 2 Peter 1:21 “For Prophecy 
never had its origin in human will, but prophets (though being human) spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

Scripture is not human in its origin. But it is human in its agency. It is God’s message to 
humanity communicated through human language, and the author’s knowledge of grammar, syntax, 
figures of speech and rhetoric and literary genres. It also is human in that God used the human 
prophet or author’s perspective, their knowledge, their experiences and also in some cases the limits 
of their knowledge of the physical world. 

The 2nd thing we note from this passage relative to the Bible is that… 
2. The Bible is a sacred book (2 Tim. 3:15b). Now notice Paul here says that the book is 
“sacred” or “holy.” This is why most of your Bibles will say on the cover or inside cover “the Holy 
Bible” because this is the Biblical authors’ own language to describe it. But what do we mean when 
we say that this is a holy or sacred book?  

• This word “sacred” means “special”—it’s an adjective that is derivative of the word for 
“temple” in the New Testament. It means set apart for special use by God. When Paul says that 
the Bible is a holy book we are saying that this book is inviolably sacred, holy, a sanctified and 
consecrated word acceptable for God’s use.  

• This word elicits the response of reverence. We don’t worship the Bible—we’re not 
bibliolaters. We worship the God of the Bible. But we recognize this book and no other to be a 
holy word and message from God to humanity. And the only proper response is devotion, and 
reverential study.  

Illus. Special Books: Dr. Pecota’s It’s important to note that none of these special letters, books, or 
correspondences are “sacred” in a biblical sense. When we say that the Bible is “sacred” that means 
it’s a consecrated word—inviolably holy; unique.  
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And just as the NT apostles did not choose which books of the OT were sacred to Israel—that 
collection was merely recognized by them, so too the earliest church did not select which books were 
inspired, but rather simply acknowledged or recognized that these books were inspired.  
The 3rd thing Paul tells us is that… 
3. The Bible is an inspired book (2 Tim. 3:16a). Now, what we don’t mean when we use 
this term is that it’s merely “inspiring” in this sense of reading a book and feeling “inspired” as an 
emotion—though Scripture certainly can give you that feeling. It’s a technical definition that is 
proprietary to the Bible. Here’s what we do mean… 

• It is the product of God on the minds of men. “Inspired” is the word theopneustos which is 
transliterated “God-breathed”—meaning, that it proceeds from God spiritually, has been given 
to prophets and apostles as mediators of that message.  

• It is inspired in its entirety. “All Scripture” is a comprehensive designation. If it is Scripture 
it is from God and if it isn’t Scripture it doesn’t have the sacral function of being a sacred word 
to humanity. William Lane Craig notes, “To say that Scripture is inspired in a plenary (all-
encompassing) way means that all of Scripture is inspired. It is not as though just the doctrinal 
parts of Scripture are inspired, not just the prophetic parts, but all of Scripture is inspired, 
including even the seeming trivialities, like Paul’s greetings at the end of his letters or his 
commands to someone to bring his cloak that he left behind.” The plenary or full nature of this 
inspiration is seen in how the NT authors or speakers use the Old Testament. For example, 
Paul proves that Christ Jesus is the fulfillment of Abraham’s covenant promise based on one 
simple word “seed” in the singular not “seed” or seeds” plural. This shows that Jesus and his 
apostles had an attitude towards Scripture that even the words themselves were inspired, not 
just the concepts and big ideas.  

So how do we know a book was considered inspired and should be included in the sacred list? 
The early Christians adopted the same standards or criteria for acknowledging the inspired books of 
the NT that the Jewish scribes and authorities had for the Old Testament. So a lot of what I’ll say is 
regarding the NT but only by extension—that is criteria that was adhered to by the Apostles 
themselves relative to OT books. Here is that criteria: 

• Apostolicity: The book’s apostolic origin. Does it come directly from one of Jesus’ apostles 
or one of their close associates? Matthew and John would have been in Jesus of Nazareth’s 
inner circle as apostles, and Mark was Peter’s traveling companion and translator while Luke 
was Paul’s traveling companion and composed the amicus brief Paul used in his trial at Rome
—we know that book as the book of Acts.  

o Paul as a hand selected apostle of Jesus and wrote 2/3rds of the books in the NT. 
o Couldn’t one claim to be an apostle today? Generically we all are. But in the special or 

proprietary use of that term—it is the original apostolic community led by Jesus’ living 
disciples that determines whether or not a letter, a gospel, a prophecy was legit.  

• Antiquity: The book’s apostolic/prophetic time frame. As such, Scriptures must be from 
the first century and no other era. Now, to be sure the early church accepted and circulated a 
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great mass of literature that they felt to be helpful in terms of their discipleship. The Shepherd 
of Hermas, The Didache, the letters of Clement of Rome, Irenaeus, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, 
Tatian, and the list goes on. Early Christians were awash in piles of letters from Church 
pastors, catechetic manuals on discipleship that were affirmed to be helpful and supplemental 
to their spiritual growth—but those letters and correspondences that did not originate from 
within the first century, and were not considered to be directly tied to an apostolic witness 
were rejected as inspired—or having the sacral function as God’s living word in the 
community. Not Scripture.  

• Catholicity: The books widespread (catholic) acceptance. That is, the universality of its 
acceptance. On balance, were the books of Scripture considered by the majority of Christians 
to be inspired, demonstrated by their apostolicity, antiquity, universality, and so forth. This 
assumption of its widespread acceptance was a distinguishing factor.  

• Orthodoxy: The book’s doctrinal coherence. The NT church and the early church practiced 
what is called “the analogy of Scripture” meaning, they interpreted the Scriptures with the 
Scriptures, and delimited any potential Scriptures that did not doctrinally cohere well with one 
another. For example, we have Romans and the book of James—two books written for very 
different audiences, with different aims and coming at the issue of faith and works from two 
differing angles. When the early church compared these books and saw these differences, at 
the heart of the matter was whether they were able to interpret Romans with the book of James 
and vice versa. They concluded they could in fact do this and while these two books came at 
the issue of faith differently for different audiences, they were not contradictory but rather 
complimentary. Doctrinal fidelity was crucial for a book to be recognized as inspired and as a 
word from God to men. 

o Internal consistency. The book can’t be all over the place regarding core issues of the 
faith. This, to the early church, was evidence of too much tampering by later editorial 
hands.  

o Intertextual consistency. The book can’t be inconsistent with other books of Scripture. 
The two authors may come at matters differently, but their theology must be 
complimentary not contradictory.  

o Gospel consistency. It was vital that a particular book uphold the gospel already 
revealed to the saints through the Apostles’ witness. If not, it was tossed or 
marginalized.  

What are the implications of having an inspired text?  
• It would be profitable for instruction. Instructing the believer in all matters sufficient for 

salvation and spiritual growth. The word profitable was a term ripped from Greek and Roman 
commerce—it means advantageous, lucrative, beneficial.  
 - Doctrinally. Believing rightly about a matter. The Bible alone is Scripture and is useful for 
helping us understand what is true about God, what is true about ourselves, what is true about 
the material and spiritual realms.  
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• It is useful for reproof and correction. We all come to the Scriptures holding false beliefs. We 
hold false beliefs about our roles in relationships, our importance in the world, we hold false 
beliefs relative to the nature of God and the nature of man. And God’s Word is useful to 
correct us when we’re not quite right.  

• It is useful for training in righteousness. This aspect is positively stated. When I am teaching a 
skill, it does involve correction, it does involve course adjustments— But training is far more 
about habituating ourselves to winning victorious patterns. Every Olympic athlete who steps 
up in their event has trained sacrificially and endlessly so that all those patterns they practiced, 
all those moves they rehearsed, all those right behaviors become automatic on game day. Like 
the second skin—a second nature.  

Illus. Like Strumming a guitar. It involves learning the rudiments and finger placements. It 
involves correcting bad habits and then training rightly.  
When the performance comes—what appears to be effortless is really the fruit of long hours of 
strumming. When temptation comes your way and a shapely female walks in front of you, young 
men you have practiced the fundamentals, and you strum a chord of purity of heart and mind.  

Obedience and proficiency on game day, on stage is the fruit of many hours of practice—habits long 
nourished in the soil of God’s Word and his truth.  

What is the result of having a sacred and inspired text?  
• Becoming thoroughly equipped, capable, proficient for a life of good works. It is the Bible 

that outfits us for Kingdom living and ministry.  

Ultimately our concern isn’t just so that our children can know the story of western civilization—
which is so permeated and dependent on Biblical stories, themes and language. Our concern isn’t just 
societal—it’s spiritual. Growing in our knowledge and understanding of Scripture’s contents is a 
necessary condition for Spiritual growth.  

God’s Word living and active is the key to being made complete, being made whole, and being fully 
equipped for God’s vocation for us within the body of Christ and our community.  

Next week we’re going to delve a bit deeper and ask the question: “What was Jesus’ view of the Old 
Testament? Did Jesus predict the New Testament? And if so, what is Jesus’ relationship to Scripture?  
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