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Introduction: Years ago when the kids were really little, Kerri would occasionally take them to 
see her grandparents who lived in Billings, MT. And she would leave the dog with me. If you 
know me, then you know that I am not a dog person. I don’t like them licking my face (do you know 
what else that dog has been licking?). I don’t like their snotty noses in my face or their fur. But, 
Oliver, our little kids’ dog, he’s a good boy and loves me, though I can’t fathom why. So we get 
along.  
But I still don’t want to take care of him—alone. So, Kerri is sure to leave me an instructions list on 
the fridge. I look at the list and it has like 6 things on there. Item number 1) Keep the dog alive—feed 
the dog. 2) Water. 3) Walk, Items 4-6? I don’t remember.  

Now, I think you would agree that several vital skill sets are going on in order to successfully achieve 
this list.  
1.) I have to actually glance at the list and make sure I’m generally familiar with its contents.  
2.) I have to interpret the list rightly. Can’t make the list say anything I want it to say, or otherwise 
the intent of the list could be misunderstood altogether.  
3.) I have to apply the list. Not just read it, understand it, but I have to actually go through with it.  

Had I not done any of the above, Kerri and the kids may return to find an undernourished, sick, 
weak and socially deprived dog. 

Today we’re talking about applying the Bible as you read it. As you familiarize yourself with its 
contents.  

Recap: Week 1: sola fidei regula—The Bible is our sole rule of faith and practice because it alone is 
inspired by God.  

Week 2: centralis Iesus Christus—Jesus the Messiah is the central focus and the integrating figure 
of the entirety of Scripture.  

Week 3: veritatis verba—The Bible is the Word of Truth, the Bible is a reliable witness of all that 
purports to teach.  

Week 4: Vital principles of Interpretation: Clarity, Context, Complementarity.  

Transition: Today we are talking about 5 simple principles of application, I’ll give you some 
specific tools and keys to practice so that the Bible can be a daily light for your path in a darkened 
world.  
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Matthew 7:24-27  
24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 
27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it.” 

Application of Jesus’ teaching consists of hearing and doing (Mt. 23:24). 
Application is putting into practice the teachings and example of Jesus. After his resurrection, 
Jesus told his followers to Go into all the world and make disciples—(1) baptizing them and (2) 
teaching them to obey all I’ve commanded.  

James 1:22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” Notice that 
James says that to come to church, hear God’s Word, and then have no heart to apply it or change our 
lives by it—is to live a life of self-deception. Practicing it is a life of self-correction.  

Proverbs 22:17 “Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my 
knowledge” 

Application of Jesus’ teaching involves both hearing and doing or putting those teachings into 
practice.  

Methods of application 
• Read it. Now in the text Jesus talks about “hearing” it. Why doesn’t Jesus address the issue 

of reading the Scriptures, because most of his hearers were functionally illiterate, meaning, 
they could not have daily devotions even if they wanted to, or even if they had a personal copy 
of Scripture, which most of them would not have had.  

o Illus. 1 But you and I live in an unprecedented age of Bible availability. Since the 
advent of Gutenberg’s printing press in the 1500’s, the world has seen an astonishing 
increase in the availability of the Bible and literacy training. From Jesus’ day to 1820 
experts say that literacy rates remained about the same in the world—about 
10-12%. With the advent of modern technology, beginning with the industrial age and 
now the digital era—literacy has become democratized. Meaning, instead of literacy 
being concentrated among the people who had wealth and power—reading and writing 
skills are now available to most. Today, that literacy statistic is nearly reversed. Only 
about 17% of the world’s population today are not literate.  That’s a stunning reversal in 1

 Max Roser and Esteban Ortiz-Ospina (2018) - "Literacy". Published online at OurWorldInData.org. Retrieved from: 'https://1

ourworldindata.org/literacy'.  
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just two short centuries. Now we need to put the opportunity we have to be able to read 
the Bible into some historical perspective: most people over the last two thousand years, 
even if they had a personal Bible they didn’t have the ability to read anyway. I just 
reread the story of Wycliff and Tyndale, and other pioneers who lost their lives to 
get an English translation into the hands of people. The Bible is the people’s 
birthright, it’s the people’s book. And when I read that I just thought, “Thank you so 
much God for allowing me to be born in a time when most people are literate, and most 
people can own a personal copy of Scripture to read.” 

• Read it contextually. In case you missed it, last week we talked about the importance of 
reading every line of Scripture in light of the immediate, literary, historical, and theological 
contexts. Read it in light of the rest of the story.  

• Read it reflectively (Ps. 119:15) “I will meditate on your precepts and delight in your 
ways. I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your Word.” This is also called 
“mediation.” Biblical mediation is a thoughtful reflection on the truth of God’s Word, and 
needs to be distinguished from the chanting of mantras of far eastern religions. It means to 
speak repetitively and thoughtfully about. 

Reflection Questions 
Is there any example for me to follow or to avoid? The Bible was written mainly in the 
form of historical narrative. These narratives are stories about people. These people interacted 
with God and those who are faithful, such as the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) and the 
Prophets (Moses, Daniel, Jeremiah, or Samuel) and the Kings (David, Solomon, Hezekiah et. al.)
—we emulate their faith according to Hebrews 12:1-2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.” I would add the apostles and the 
early church to this list. Jesus is the gold standard. He’s the author and finisher of our faith. The 
followers are there to show us how people who aren’t God believe and follow Christ in faith. It’s 
easy for Jesus to empathize with us in our weaknesses because he was tempted in every way. But 
it’s not easy for us to empathize with his perfection, because we aren’t gods. 

Is there any command for me to follow? Put on the brakes if you come across a direct 
command from Jesus to his followers such as John 13:34 “love one another.” Jesus said a new 
command I give you that you should love each other. Paul said, “Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit—but in humility consider others more better than yourselves.” These are 
direct commands to follow. 
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Is there any doctrinal adjustment for me to make? All of us have confirmation bias. We 
all have beliefs and values we bring to Scripture—worldview baggage. We should always be 
open to doctrinal correction. Right thinking is closely connected to fruitful living. Reading the 
Bible constantly confronts false beliefs we hold or adjusts incomplete beliefs.  
Illus. A friend who realized she was a panentheist. She decided right then that there was a 
doctrinal adjustment that needed to be made. 

Is there any promise for me to cling to? Now we said last week, we should not treat the 
Bible as just a personal promise book—adopting any and every promise made in it to our lives. 
Check the context and make sure it fits. Also, make sure it’s actually a promise. “Train a child 
in the way they should go and when they are old they will not depart.” But how many good 
Christian parents over the years have trained a child in the way they should go—only to have that 
child grow old and depart from the faith? Then they walk around with guilt because they were 
told this is a promise and God is going to fulfill that promise unless you do it wrong. Then they 
are set free to learn that it was never a promise to begin with, it was a proverb. Generally 
speaking, if you train a child in godliness they will continue in the faith. But sometimes, they 
don’t. And it’s not your fault. Well, maybe it is your fault. But it might not be your fault. Let me 
give you an example of an immutable promise that I think you can take to the bank. Rom. 8:28 
“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose.” In context, Paul is saying “when we consider the glory, the 
power, the verdict and the inheritance God has planned for us in eternity, we are strengthened, we 
are encouraged, we are comforted. In the final analysis, it will be shown that God has taken a 
providential supervision over our lives. Read it reflectively—meditate and think about it. 

• Read it Spiritually (Eph. 1:17-18). Paul’s prayer for them was “That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened…” 

1 Cor. 2:10 “For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a 
person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?” 

Paul goes on to say that the Spirit of God communicates the mind of God—spiritual truths 
taught to spiritual people. 
We mentioned last week that the Holy Spirit is the essential author of Scripture having 
inspired its words and as such, he best can help us to see the message of Christ and his cross in 
it. He helps us to understand it, he enlightens our hearts and minds to its truths.  

Illus. Sitting with Dr. Wilkins in class—David Steel and I had his commentary open and 
would ask him questions about something he wrote in it. He would then explain what he was 
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trying to say there, and there was just nothing like having the author of the book in the room 
with you while you were reading and studying the book. Now that is an analogy.  

You and I in a very real sense have the author of Scripture present to help reveal God and his 
Son to us as we read the book. We put in the sweat equity of understanding the Scriptures in 
context, reading it for life application, but God’s Spirit makes the difference in the life of the 
believer. The Spirit is there to convict me of sinful thoughts and patterns. To empower me to 
live boldly for Jesus, transform me into the image and character of Jesus.  
The Holy Spirit will activate Holy Effort.  

But reading it spiritually isn’t just about interpretation—it’s about empowerment. God’s 
empowering presence is there to ignite our hearts, to motivate us to follow God’s commands 
and Jesus’ teachings.  

• Read it in Community (Acts 2:42) “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 
Illus. This is the application principle of peer review. I used to host and lead this Mid-week 
study at Eastpoint Church and I was floored to see just how many choice insights our study 
groups would come up with. Personal devotions are a luxury, but community devotions are a 
necessity.  

This is how God actually designed it from the get go. A first century person would not know 
what a modern person even meant by “morning devotions” or my study Bible, or my journal.  

What does Jesus say is the alternative. A life that falls with a great crash.  

A life that cannot withstand the pressures, the torrent of evil that rages against it. 
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