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Introduction: The 11 Apostles of Jesus witnessed the greatest events in human history. They saw 
Christ crucified for the sins of humanity. They witnessed a resurrected Jesus who appeared to them 
bodily on numerous occasions. During this period they are understandably euphoric during the 2 
months Jesus appeared to them after his resurrection. And wouldn’t you be?  
 
They watched Jesus ascend to the right hand of God the Father—as the Sovereign Lord of all. 
They are so transfixed by this event that an Angel of the Lord has to appear to them to jar them out 
of their amazement at this event they’ve witnessed.  
 
They obey Jesus by waiting in a second level high rise—a large open space that could 
accommodate about 120 of Jesus’ closest followers. And they wait, and pray—in anticipation of the 
Kingdom of God being suddenly revealed in the world.  
 
And then they hear it. A sound like a tornado, a howling wind that comes rushing into their room. 
And suddenly the Holy Spirit is poured out on each of them—they erupt into ecstatic praise as they 
pray molten words from heaven under the glow of tongues of fire. That day, thousands of people 
come to faith in Jesus. 
 
Today there are more than 2 billion professing Christians—believers and followers of Jesus.  
There are more professing Christians in today’s world than there were people in the world in 1900.  
 
In the year 1910, there were no Jewish Messianic movements to speak—and there hadn’t been for 
1800 years. Today, there are half a million Jews who embrace Jesus as their Messiah.  
 
The Disciples cannot fathom just how important the events they are about to see transpire—they 
can’t image how those events are going to change the face of the earth.  
 
Everything Jesus said will come to pass. The world is turned upside down and they become the most 
influential leaders in the history of the world.  
 
Transition: But tonight, they don’t know any of that. In the text before us—the disciples are filled 
with anxiety, turmoil, confusion and they don’t know what’s about to unfold.  
Jesus is going to reassure them of the way to the Father. The way to eternal life—and that same 
assurance is for you and I today. 
Let’s turn our attention to the text.  
 
Scripture Reading: John 13:33-14-10 
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1. Where is Jesus going? (Jn. 13:33-36) 
Peter and the disciples don’t understand. Where are you going? You just got here. Aren’t you going 
to suddenly realize the Kingdom of God on earth—and subdue those wicked nations and show them 
what’s what, and show Rome who’s really running the show?  
So, where was Jesus going? 

• To the cross. The notion that Jewish messiah would have to be crucified on a Roman cross 
was unthinkable to them and their fellow Jews. The cross is a stigma. Nobody 
ever remembers a dead man on a Roman cross. This is why Paul calls it in Corinthians a 
skandalon which is the Greek term for “scandal”. It’s the ultimate loss of honor, value; 
and the definitive indignity that a human being can experience in their world. Jesus is 
going to the cross… 

• The heavenly sanctuary (the Father’s House). This is often overlooked. The cross is 
the atoning sacrifice to end all sacrifices. It’s what every bull, goat, pigeon and lamb ever 
pointed to in the Jewish sacrificial system. And by this sacrifice—Jesus who is also our high 
priest—enters a heavenly sanctuary to make restitution for the sins of humanity. Look at what 
the authors of Hebrews 9:11-12 say, “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, 
that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the 
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption… 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every 
year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the 
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Christ’s work on the cross is final, all-sufficient, and the 
one acceptable offering made and presented to the Father in the heavenly sanctuary. Jesus is 
going to paradise, to heaven. This is how Jesus goes to prepare a place for them.  

• To the netherworld. In Scripture, the generic term for “the afterlife” or the 
“netherworld” is sheol/hades, meaning “the abode of the dead”. It’s clear Jesus went there to 
proclaim the victory of the Gospel to all. Acts 2:27 “For you will not abandon my soul to 
Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption.” Jesus’ soul would not be abandoned to hades. 
Now Jn. 19:30 Jesus cried out tetelestai “it is finished.” Meaning, his suffering on the cross 
finishes the sacrificial requirements for atonement of sin. But his entering into the heavenly 
sanctuary to present himself as the spotless and perfected lamb of God, and then his 
subsequent proclamation of that victory to all creation—including hell itself. Peter put it this 
way, 1 Pet. 3:18-19: “18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the 
spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,” The word prison here is not 
hades, or hell, or paradise, the word is tartarous meaning “the deepest prison.”  

Where is Jesus going? (1) To pay the penalty for our sin. To atone for sins on the cross, (2) to 
present his sacrifice as the all-sufficient offering to God the Father in the heavenly sanctuary, and 
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to (3) proclaim his victory over death, hell, and the grave to all creation. Including the otherworldly 
powers of hell. 
2. Why were the disciples troubled? (Jn. 14:1a).  
Now the first part of chapter 14 makes it clear that the disciples are not only disturbed by all this talk 
of going away. But they are confused and maybe even agitated. Thomas’ question “Lord. We don’t 
know where you’re going so how can we know the way?” And Philip’s follow up to that, “Lord, 
show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” There is a clear undercurrent of despondency and 
perplexity in their voices. 
Why were they deeply troubled?  

• The prospect of change. They liked things the way they were thank you very much. And if 
anything is going to change, well let it change for the better, not for the worse. Stability is 
necessary for growth. If a child doesn’t have a relatively stable home environment, at least in 
their formative years, it can set them back. Stunt their growth. And the disciples had ups and 
downs, no doubt. But Jesus was always there. To calm literal storms raging around them. To 
vanquish evil that they felt unequipped to handle. To lead them fearlessly and courageously. 
Their leader was there. And this change is frankly unwelcome. But sometimes change is 
necessary for God to form us into the people he envisions us to become. Sometimes we must 
suffer short-term losses so that we may experience long-term gains. The loss of Jesus now will 
cause them grief. But Jesus says, “It’s to your advantage that I go away. You have no idea how 
amazing your life is going to become because of this change.”  

• The reality of loss. The reality that Jesus has cryptically prophesied to them is looming 
nearer. They sense the impending loss of this beloved Lord and Master. They can’t fathom 
what their lives will become in the Holy Spirit. All they know for now is that they are about to 
lose the master they have revered, their hero, their friend. And loss does that to us. In the 
moment it is difficult for God to tell us how things will be. What good could possibly come 
from this loss? But eventually our world-weary eyes will see his plan working through it all. 
Eventually we find clarity and the losses of this life are repaid with interest.  

• Inescapable disillusionment. Their hopes are set on a cultural gospel. It is an expectation of 
Messiah that has screened out all the suffering servant prophecies and patterns that permeate 
their Hebrew Bible. Notice Judas’ question: 14:22 “Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, 
“But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” Their cultural 
gospel is forged in the crucible of Jewish oppression by Rome. Messiah would trounce God’s 
enemies and show those revolting Gentiles God’s power in deliverance. A Geo-political 
gospel of second temple Judaism. Nothing will jar them out of this cultural gospel like the 
cross and resurrection. So disillusionment sets in. This is not how things were supposed to be. 
This is not the glory in following God’s true messiah that we had imagined.   

Illus. Some friends who had adopted two twin boys that had been horrifically abused. At age 
3 they had to have their legs re-broken and reset and after surgery and recovery. A 3 yr old may 
ask “why are you doing this horrible thing?” But it was to reset the broken bones that hadn’t 
healed right.  
I want you to know 3 things: (1) You can trust God’s judgment, (2) care, (3) his knowledge.   
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3. What did Jesus assure them of? (Jn. 14:1b-4, 23).  
Well the reason they didn’t have to trouble their hearts is because they could trust in Jesus and his 
word. And I know, that’s totally the Sunday school answer. You see, they didn’t have all the answers 
at this point in the story. They can’t understand all that they will become as world-changers, or how 
the Kingdom will take hold in every nation in every tribe in every corner of the world through their 
preaching. They can’t see any of that right now. So they must trust in God—which is also to trust in 
Jesus. Trust his judgment and trust his care.  
So Jesus makes them some otherworldly assurances here.  

• Jesus goes to prepare the way. Now, earlier remember, we said that the Father’s house is the 
heavenly sanctuary. This holy place where God’s presence manifests to reign and rule in the 
heavenly realms. And the “house” has many “rooms” or dwelling places. Ancient Jewish villas 
were typically rectangular shaped homes with an open courtyard in the middle and lots of 
domiciles flanking the main section—rooms for in-laws and parents and children and extended 
families. The analogy is that Jesus goes to open the way to God’s presence. But the “on-the-
nose” analogy is not just some swanky Jewish Villa with multiple rooms built into it. It’s the 
Temple. The Temple is the house of the Father. It’s where YHWH dwells, it’s where all 
the priests live. The priestly quarters built into the temple complex are many opulent rooms 
attached to the Temple grounds. And this surely is the image that is evoked in their minds. So 
it is about a heavenly place—a dwelling of God where there are many “dwellings”—and those 
who dwell there are the priests of the holy house. But Jesus takes this one step further. Minds 
are about to be blown.  

• Jesus returns again to take them. This word “take” means to forcibly remove. They will be 
escorted, ushered into the Father’s heavenly home because they trusted in the one whom the 
Father has sent. Paul uses similar imagery in 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 “15 For this we declare to 
you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord.” And here’s the mind-blowing truth of all this—before all that, God 
will make his home within each of them. Jn. 14:23 “Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
home with him.” 

• Where Jesus is, there is heaven. There’s no heaven without Jesus. Notice he says “take you 
to be with myself, where I am.” Heaven may be a glorious realm, but it is only so because it 
reflects the glory of the one who reigns there. Christ radiates his glory and heaven is suffused 
with the life and grandeur of God. And Christ says, “I will take you to myself. To be where I 
am.” 
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4. How do the disciples get to the Father’s House? (Jn. 14:5-10) 
Thomas deeply agitated at Jesus’ statement, “You know the way” pipes up.  
“How can we know the way when we don’t even know where it is that you are going?” 
Jesus replies,  

• I AM the Way (Jn. 14:6). The Jewish use of this term was very practical in its use. It is the 
term halakah meaning, “the way of life” for a Jew. It’s that doctrine and those practices which 
encompass the entirety of their “way” of being a Jew—a God-honoring worshiper of YHWH. 
The Pharisees and Scribes preached the halakhic regulations of Torah. The Sadducees 
administered the temple cult—the sacrificial and administrative apparatus of the temple 
system. The Essenes were hermits who lived in the desert as an End-Times cult, waiting for 
the Messiah to return and make them the rulers of humanity. Rejecting the temple and its 
accouterments and priestly class as compromisers with Herod and Rome. The Jews had the 
Zealots who wanted a political uprising. For the Zealots, murder in the name of God was 
acceptable, expected even. And the Charismatic wanderers—self-appointed Messianic rabbis 
who wandered the hillsides preaching their own versions of Torah, Temple, and obedience. 
Jesus intentionally uses this concept to shock Thomas out of his Pharisaic worldview. The 
Way is not a set of rules you follow in order to earn your buttons and stripes. The Way is not a 
religious pedigree you can trust in—nor is the Way a set of ethical codes—like a religious 
check list that you can tick the boxes and build your spiritual resume. The WAY is now a 
person—it’s Him. He’s the Way. Our faith is not in a religious code of conduct. Our faith is in 
a person—the sinless Son who obeyed God’s word in perfection. Jesus is the halakah—he is 
the path, the way, it is his sinless person. Jesus is the sole revealer of God for he alone knows 
the Father and he alone can reveal the Father to those whom he chooses.  

• I AM the Truth (14:6b). The Jewish wisdom literature prior to Jesus portrayed God’s 
Wisdom personified as Truth. The Rabbis in Jesus’ day had a saying, “God alone is the 
Truth” (Sanh. 1:1; Gen. Rab. 81:2; 4Q416 frag. 1 line 14). They used the acronym aleph, 
mem, tav—the Hebrew letters that are the beginning, the middle, and the end of their alphabet. 
God is alone is the Truth and Jesus claims to be AMT or emet. Every Jewish faction that 
existed in Jesus’ day had a version of the truth. But Jesus says to his disciples “I AM the 
TRUTH.” None of these Judaisms are the way. Because none of them have the whole truth. 
But isn’t arrogant to claim to have “THE” truth. Only for finite claimants. But Jesus is more 
than a mere finite claimant. He is a man—fully man. But he isn’t only a man. He and the 
Father are one in essence. He and God are of the same substance spiritually. Jesus is the 
infinite, Almighty God incarnate in a finite human form. And when he claims to be the truth—
he means it. It’s only arrogant for someone with a far more limited skill set, not someone with 
an infinite nature and skill set.  

• I AM the Life (14:6c). This idea of “God as Life” comes from the Hebrew Bible. It is tied to 
the creation narrative. Jews believed that God’s Word and obedience to it was the source of 
their long life and their blessed life in the land. Moses put it this way in Dt. 30:19-20 “19 I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the 
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LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of 
days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them.” 

 
Jesus doesn’t just claim to be a perspective on God, a way among many forms of halakhic 
instruction. A perspective or interpretive school of thought on God’s truth in the Word, or a mere 
teacher of the life of God’s Word. 
 
Jesus is the only authentic portrait of God. He alone reveals the Father and gives the Spirit and 
without him all we can work on are external improvements. No life.  
 
Closing Story: NY Times Story from 1993: "People have their own lives," a longtime resident, Ray 
French, said on Tuesday. "They go their own ways. Neighbors don't want to get involved with 
neighbors. Neighborhoods aren't like they were 20 years ago." On Monday, the police found the 
decomposed body of Adele A. Gaboury lying in a six-foot heap of trash she had let accumulate in her 
kitchen before her death.  
 
The police said they believed that Ms. Gaboury died of natural causes four years ago, the time her 
bank transactions ended. The state medical examiner's office is investigating. Possible Call for Help 
The police said they found a telephone on the floor nearby, as though the 73-year-old woman had 
tried to call for help. 
 
Religion is just upkeep of the external: patching, painting, mowing lawns and trimming hedges.  
And all the while there is a dead person on the inside.  
But Jesus has comes to give us himself—he is the halakah, he is the truth, and the life—and no 
amount of fervent religion will give it to you.  


