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Jn 19:21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but 
rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 
 
Introduction: 
A young patriotic soldier in the British army was instrumental in helping his homeland, Great 
Britain, to route the French—and successfully fought them off for seven years. His disciplined 
regimen, his sworn allegiance to king and country, his posh and dead pan demeanor; his valiant 
efforts to protect the borders and fight the wars of the British empire suddenly came to a halt—
George Washington joined the Rebellion of the American Colonies, in order to form a more perfect 
union. And he was branded a traitor to his country, he and the other rebels of that era were charged 
with treason—and if Britain could have caught them—these American revolutionaries would have 
been tried and executed.  
 
In John 18:33ff, Jesus is standing before Pilate as a revolutionary. He has been charged with treason 
to Caesar—A gateway charge. If Jesus is a Jewish revolutionary, then he must go to the cross. If 
Jesus claims to be a King instead of Caesar—If he claims Caesar’s title as the King of kings and 
Lord of lords—the son of God—then well, he is guilty of sedition. 
 
The buzz in the air about Jesus of Nazareth has reached a kind of fever pitch. He has often, in the 
past, snuck into the feasts of Israel incognito—with no fanfare, no parades. But in his last 6 weeks 
before Rome will crucify him, Jesus has done just the opposite of stealthily He has entered the city 
with a parade hailing as the King of Israel—another capital offense.   
 
Jesus has been bold. Brazen. From the Jews’ point of view—blasphemous. He’s claimed to be 
fulfillment of the entirety of the OT Law and the Prophets.  
 
He’s claimed the highest of vocations for Israel.  

• I Am the light of the World.  
• I Am the Good shepherd of Ezekiel 34—God’s himself incarnate in the shepherd.  
• I Am the way the truth and the Life. And no one comes to the Father but through me.  
• Before Abraham, I Am.  
• And today Jesus is going to make a bold claim—I am the King of Israel, the unique Son of 

God.  
Transition: Let’s unpack the charges brought against this King.  
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1. Jesus was not a Jewish Revolutionary (Jn. 18:38-40).  
“After he (Pilate) had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, ‘I find no guilt in 
him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you want 
me to release to you the King of the Jews?’ 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” 
Now Barabbas was a robber.” 
 Jesus grew up in a culture that was becoming increasingly zealous for its religion. In response to a 
Roman Census in AD 6, the Jewish men of the Galilean region revolted led by a man name Judas the 
Galilean, who grew up not far from where Jesus lived in Nazareth. Judas and his followers were 
captured and crucified on hillsides by the thousands and the sight of it left a bitter root in the hearts 
of many Jewish men.  
Fact #1: Crucifixion was a punishment reserved almost exclusively by Rome for the crime of 
treason or revolt against the Caesar. Leading a revolution against local Roman authorities was a 
death sentence. It was considered an attack on Rome itself.  
Consider these facts surrounding Jesus’ death—He was tried and the crowds were given the choice to 
free Jesus or Barabbas. Jesus’ name is yeshua, meaning “Yahweh is salvation” and Barabbas’ name 
is a revolutionary title Bar (meaning son) and abba (meaning father). The Jews chose the wrong son 
of the Father, and freed a revolutionary criminal. Jesus was tried alongside a notorious rebel. 
 
Fact #2: Jesus is crucified between two “thieves” but the word the text uses here is lestai which 
was the term Rome used for seditious brigands—these men were revolutionaries whose goal was to 
upend and disrupt the local Roman economy. They were particularly effective in the art of ambush 
and murder on trade routes—and the trade route that ran through Israel into Syria was one of the 
most important trade channels in the Roman world. Jesus was crucified with rebels.  
This revolutionary spirit eventually metastasized into the Sicarii—the word sicar means dagger 
and these Jewish revolutionaries referred to themselves as the dagger men (Sicarii). They were 
instrumental in the revolt of AD 66 that led to the destruction of the temple in AD 70 and their own 
suicide in the fortress of Masada in 73.  
So does he belong in this category? No… 

• Jesus disavowed the path of political revolution. Explicitly.  
Matthew 5:38-42 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 
cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the 
one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you… But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” This statement would have been 
a real shock to many Jewish patriots sitting in the crowds. Unacceptable even. Jesus At his 
arrest, the temple guards come armed and Jesus chastises them for it, “Then Jesus said to the chief 
priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out 
as against a robber, with swords and clubs? (both Luke and Matthew translate it this way), But 
here’s Mark translated what Jesus said, Mk. 14:48 “’Am I leading a rebellion,’ said Jesus, ‘that 
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you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me?’ You see here, the notion of a “robber” 
or “thief” in this culture is synonymous with someone who leads a rebellion against Rome.  

Jn 6:15 “Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.” 
 
Pilate sees that this charge against him is bogus. It doesn’t stick. But the next does… 
2. Jesus is the King. Now this charge will stick. Because he has made this claim on numerous 
occasions—that his message is the Gospel of the Kingdom of God/Heaven; that one’s entrance into 
that Kingdom is directly determined by their reception or rejection of him.  
John 18:33 “So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to 
you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might 
not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to 
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. (and idiom meaning, “You’re 
the one that said it.”). For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—
to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, 
“What is truth?” (Quid este veritas?). 
 
Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world. Jesus has repeatedly told the people that in his own ministry—
embodied in his person and mission—the Kingdom of God has come. But how had it arrived?  

• A spiritual Kingdom. Luke 17:20-21 “Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, he answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be 
observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is 
in the midst of you.’” Frankly, it’s a Kingdom where every person, from every tribe, at every 
and any time in history—every single person can be part of this Kingdom. They can be 
suffering political oppression, social injustice, imprisonment for their faith—and in every and 
all of those circumstances—those folks can still be citizens of this Kingdom. Because this 
Kingdom transcends political, social, economic barriers. Behold, the Kingdom of God is in 
your midst—in your hearts; unstoppable and it can’t be destroyed. It can’t be legislated 
against because it is a Kingdom bringing into subjection the last unconquered country—the 
last frontier—The realm of the human heart—man in revolt.  

• A Kingdom of truth (Jn 18:36). Jesus is far more interested in those citizens of the Kingdom 
who embrace his teaching, his identity, and his forgiveness through repentance than he is 
ethnic and military conceptions of Kingdom. This is a major reason why Pilate doesn’t have 
him executed then and there. Jesus and his followers aren’t interested in the kind of military 
uprising and overthrow of an earthly Kingdom that the Jews in Jerusalem are obsessed with. 
Pilate asks him, “Don’t you know that I have the power to release you or crucify you?” Jesus 
says, “Puhlease. You would have no power over me if it were not given you by my Father.” 
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But I’m not interested in your citadels, fortresses, your soldiers, your slaves, and the political 
apparatus of Rome. That’s not the Kingdom I’ve come to bring. I brought the truth—that 
salvation is found in no other name—but the Son.  

• A Kingdom where the citizens are born anew into it (Jn. 3:3). John says “Jesus answered 
him (rabbi Nicodemus), “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. This is a statement about citizenship. In Rome, if you were born into a 
family with citizenship then you inherited their rights and privileges. And the new inhabitants 
of this Kingdom will be spiritually reborn—transformed in the heart. 

• A Kingdom of power over the forces of darkness (Mt. 12:28). Another way we know his 
Kingdom is not of this world is that it directly confronts the powers of another world. A 
spiritual realm of darkness led by the prince. When Jesus was accused of performing miracles 
under the power of Satan, Jesus’ response was, “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” Jesus’ Kingdom comes in power to set 
people free from the forces of darkness that have overtaken their lives. And no geo-political 
vision of Kingdom could ever release people from the darkness that overtakes them through 
sin.  

 
Pilate returns to the Jews to tell them that he finds no fault in this man. This sagacious rabbi 
who was nonviolent, refused to lead an insurrection, and whose Kingdom was otherworldly—a 
matter of truth, of spiritual renewal, and deliverance from darkness—hardly a threat to the safety and 
security and the military might of Rome.  
But here’s the next thing we need to know about his Kingdom… 
Jesus’ Kingdom is inaugurated but not consummated. It is the “already-but-not-yet Kingdom.”  
The decisive victory over sin, death, and the grave has been won through the cross and the 
resurrection of Jesus.  

• A Kingdom unveiled through the cross. Jn. 17:1-5 “When Jesus had spoken these words, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 
all those whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the 
work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had with you before the world existed.’” Jesus’ Kingdom is inaugurated through 
the cross. Jesus is lifted up—exalted on the cross. He is glorified and exalted in his 
humiliation. He is then vindicated by resurrection. His kingdom bursts forth from obscurity; a 
seed planted in the fallow ground of the Roman empire—and that seed will grow relentlessly, 
supernaturally—an unstoppable message of salvation through the cross.  

 
• A Kingdom in power and in weakness. Hebrews 2:8-9 “At present, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to him. But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death.” So, at 
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present, we see some people get saved and some don’t. Some people get healed and some 
don’t. Some people are delivered from carnality and banality—some aren’t. Some nations 
legislate favorably for Christianity, some don’t. At present (in this present age of darkness) 
we do not see everything being brought into subjection to Him. But he is crowned with glory 
and honor through the instrumentality, by means of his suffering and death.  

 
• A Kingdom to commemorate and to anticipate. Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the 

kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and 
then the end will come.”  

Illus. Marriage proposal. I snuck in an invitation to her own wedding, into the stack of wedding 
invitations I had collected from friends in college. She was shocked to read her own.  
 
Every June 11th, we commemorate the marriage, the life we began together on June 11 1994. We 
celebrate the inauguration of an adventure together. But we also anticipate all the God will yet do. 
We look forward to all that he has until he brings us to perfection in his resurrection from the dead.  
 
And the Kingdom is like that. It has begun. It’s already-but-not-yet. It has started in the exaltation of 
Christ on the cross—crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of his death.  
 
Let’s Pray: Worship team comes up…And we anticipate all the people who become part of this 
otherworldy Kingdom. Those who will embrace and believe the truth of Jesus the King—those who 
are born anew as citizens into this spiritual Kingdom of hearts—those who have been released from 
the power of death and hell and darkness… Forever. Will you embrace this already-but-not yet 
kingdom? Will you surrender your lives—every hidden compartment: Your mind (surrender it); 
Your marriage; Your habits and attitude—your very life—surrender to the King.   
Worship and passing out of the emblems…I’m going to invite you to take those symbols of 
Christ’s death—to examine your heart and mind.  
 
Mt. 26:29 “I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom.” 
 
We commemorate the broken body of Jesus for our sins—let’s eat the bread together. “Father we 
thank you for this broken, crushed, bruised, lashed body.” 
 
We anticipate drinking the fruit of the vine again—when the Father’s Kingdom finally comes in all 
its fullness. Let’s drink together the life of Christ.  
Worship. 


