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1. Rejection of Jesus’ _____________ and his ________________.  

• Dishonored (13:53-58) 
• Nonconformist (15:1-20) 
• Challenger (16:1-12) 

 
Application/Takeaway:  
 
 
 
2. Grace to the _____________________ crowds.  

• 5,000 fed (14:13-21)  
• Imperfect faith (14:34-36) 
• Grace to outsiders (15:21-28) 
• Initial enthusiasm (15:31) 
• 4,000 fed (15:32-39) 

 
Application/Takeaway:  
 
 
 
3. Increasing _____________________ to the faithful followers.  

• Mysteries revealed (Mt. 13:11-12) 
• LORD over creation (14:22-33) 
• Son of God (16:1-16) 
• Conqueror of death (16:17-23).  
• A cruciform life (16:24-28). 
• God himself (17:1-13). 

 
Application/Takeaway:  
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Recap 
Matt 11—The least in the Kingdom are those who come like humble children, full of faith and wonder.  
Matt 12—Showed us the Pharasaic Jewish party who refused to respond in childlike faith.  
Matt. 13—Jesus challenged the crowds to respond to his teachings and produce a harvest for the 
Kingdom.  
 
Big Idea: Matthew Chapters 13:54-17:23: The more Jesus reveals about his mission, his message, and his 
identity—the more intense the responses to him become. 
 
1.) The haters become even more resistant to his message and mission,  
 
2.) The undecided crowds become more reliant and codependent on his material provisions without a 
corresponding change of heart.  
 
And 3.) the disciples’ faith is strengthened and their understanding grows.  
 
Matthew records it in somewhat of an alternating pattern: Rejection, codependence without repentance, 
and trust and obedience. 
 
Now, Ch’s 14-20 serve to illustrate graphically the message of the parable of the sower. These six chapters 
will give vivid examples of just who are those with a stubborn impenetrable heart, those with a shallow 
heart, a preoccupied heart, and those with receptive heart.  
 
Now we’re only going to cover the next 4 chapters today—I’m going to give you something of a fly by and 
we’re going to drill down a bit on the message of Chapters 16, 17.  
 
I’m organizing this material a bit different today as well. Matthew gives us the examples of these three 
responses to Jesus in a somewhat alternating pattern—however, I’m going to topically arrange them today 
for our study. 
 
Let’s look at the first response to Jesus… 
1. Rejection of Jesus’ message and his mission. And you might add to this also his identity, which we’ll 
see from the text is really the heart of the issue.  

• A dishonored prophet (13:53-58)—at the end of the parable discourse, Matthew records Jesus’ 
rejection even at Nazareth—his hometown. Of all places, the Messiah should have been well 
received on his own turf. But Jesus is rejected in a riot that breaks out over the content of his 
message and mission. Luke 4 fills the picture out a bit better for us. Jesus gets up to teach in the 
hometown synagogue, is handed the TeNaK—the Hebrew Bible, and then finds the place in 
Isaiah—the year of Jubilee passage. At first the crowd responds well. They have assumed that they 
are the captives to a foreign power. They are the oppressed and downtrodden and 
disenfranchised—the very people that Is. Is talking about. But then Jesus turns the passage and 
makes a direct application to the Gentiles. Citing another passage from memory, Jesus states that 
Elijah was sent to a Gentile—Namaan. The gist of Jesus’ message is that they will persecute the 
good doctor—the great physician who is a light to the Gentiles and this sparks a full on riot in 
church. Nazareth was a hotbed of messianic revolution—and a famous revolutionary family came 
from that region—Judas the Galilean. His sons—notorious rebels who were later killed by Rome, 
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were living at the time of Jesus and likely attending that very service. So the notion that now God’s 
grace and salvation have come also to the very people who opposed God—those unsavory pagans 
who put our sons and fathers and uncles and grandfathers on Roman crosses—littering the hillsides 
of Galilee—NO WAY! It didn’t go over well. And Jesus states that he is a prophet without honor in 
his own hometown.  

We also note that Jesus is… 
• A nonconformist to established tradition (15:1-20). The Pharisaic order was known for 

overregulating mundane daily tasks. One later Mishnaic tradition held that “Moses received the Oral 
Law from Sinai and committed it to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, and the elders to the 
Prophets, and the Prophets committed it to the Great Synagogue.”—This would be similar to the 
debate between Protestantism and Catholicism of oral tradition—or unwritten doctrine and teaching 
as equally binding as Scripture. The Pharisees promoted a tradition they believed was passed down 
from Moses himself—not in written form but in the spoken word. Jesus does not recognize their Oral 
Laws. He repudiates them and often takes the role of a non-conformist. Jesus is a Scripture man—
and the only extra-biblical tradition that Jesus affirms is his own. The Pharisees reject him because 
he is not working within their system.  

To make matters worse, Jesus appears to be… 
• A challenger to entrenched power (16:1-4)—This time, two parties that are normally in opposition 

to each other come together to Jesus and test him, asking for a heavenly sign. The greatness of the 
sign they seek from him is commensurate with the extravagant claims he appears to be making 
about himself. And the two parties that govern the Sanhedrin—the high court of the Jews—resist 
him further. Jesus then warns his disciples not to be enticed by the leaven—the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees. I tried to think about what the Pharisees and the Sadducees had in 
common that they did not have in common with Jesus? I could only come to one conclusion—
Spiritual and religious elitism. Both of these parties, in their own way—were religious elitists. It 
seems like the religious zealots in Nazareth and the Pharisaic and Sadducean parties are trying to 
conform the Messiah to their notions and expectations of what the messiah ought to be—and who 
he should fight for. Spiritual elitism happens as we recruit Jesus to fight for our tribe—and Jesus just 
becomes a local god who takes up our causes and can be the face of our particular political party.  

 
Application/Takeaway: We must avoid spiritual elitism by caring about outsiders—the people in Nazareth 
didn’t care about those ruthless Romans Jesus came to save.  
 
We must avoid spiritual elitism by humbly following Jesus—avoiding the tendency to recruit him onto our 
team and instead we must join his team—take up his cause of grace and truth.  
 
Summary: People who have hardened their ground—the soil of their hearts against Jesus—his message 
and his mission and his identity—the more Jesus reveals about himself the more recalcitrant and 
intractable these folks become.  
 
The second response we see in these 4 chapters is… 
2. Grace to the indecisive crowds.  

• Jesus feeds five thousand, no questions asked (14:13-21). Once again, Matthew is picking up 
on this “New Moses” theme—Jesus is providing sustenance for the masses on the hillsides who are 
there to hear and receive. Jesus doesn’t have them fill out a form or pass a background check 
before he dispenses the provisions of grace and food to them.  



Feb. 21st, 2016 
Jesus and the Kingdom Pt. 10 

The Revelation of the King 
Jeff Kennedy 

 

 4 

Again, we see that… 
• Jesus heals in spite of imperfect faith (14:34-36). This idea of faith in the fringes comes up again 

in Matthew’s Gospel. The first place we saw it was with the Menorrhagiac—the woman who suffered 
with an ongoing issue of blood—she thought to herself “If I may but touch the tsit tsit (fringes, 
tassels) of his garment—the Kannaphim—the corners of his robe. Num. 15 required pious Jewish 
men to make these tassels on the Kannaphim (corners) of their robes as a sign of obedience. Later, 
the prophet will explain that the “Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in his wings 
(Kannaphiim)”—that is dawn of God’s righteousness ushered in by the Messiah will come with 
healing—and the people in Jesus’ day interpreted this somewhat superstitiously. The true Messiah 
will arrive with healing in the corners the tassels of his righteous robe—and despite the 
imperfections of their faith—there are healed. Not because their faith is perfect but because they 
have the right object of their faith. Jesus is the Messiah—he’s the one.  

Matthew also depicts Jesus… 
• Delivering a Canaanite daughter from demonization (15:21-28). Jesus goes to the region of Tyre 

and Sidon—the very territory that he denounced under God’s judgment for not repenting. 
Canaanites were particularly despised among the Jews. As much as they loathed the existence of 
Rome and the paganism of Greco-Rome—they despised their age old enemies the Canaanites 
even more. Talk about the very last people on earth who should ever receive God’s favor—it would 
be this group. And Jesus appears at first to be quite harsh to her. The disciples are probably 
thinking, “Yeah Jesus—tell her what’s what…” But again, this is a rabbinic way of teaching, where 
your initial response is so harsh that it tests the will and the commitment and the worthiness of the 
interlocutor. So, she responds wisely and in faith—even the house dogs get the scraps—and that’s 
all I’m asking you for. Jesus uses this as a teaching moment to address any scintilla of racism and 
nationalism that the disciples have absorbed from years of Pharisaic and Sadducean elitism. God’s 
grace has come for the most off limits person you can think of.   

We also note that the… 
• Crowds are initially impressed by his miracles (15:31). This is the very enthusiasm that Jesus 

spoke of in the parable of the sower where the shallow soil—the fickle heart is initially wowed by 
Jesus’ wonders. Initially receives the truth—but because there is not depth of commitment—all of 
these people fall away. And the other Gospels will show us this… 

Crowds lose their focus in the next story… 
• Jesus feeds the four thousand (15:32-39). These are the very people Jesus will later challenge 

(Lk 14; Jn 6) to make a commitment. They follow him relentlessly, and Jesus has to finally turn 
around to all of them and say, “You’re only following me because you want the fish and the bread. 
But now I’m offering you the flesh and the blood—these emblems of deep abiding communion with 
the Messiah. Unless you eat my flesh and figuratively drink of my blood you have no fellowship with 
me. Jesus challenges them with the cost of discipleship—following me will cost you everthing—and 
they well-wishers—the fickle followers—the very people Jesus ministered miracles to, they all fall 
away.  

Application/Takeaway: Jesus doesn’t hesitate to minister grace to the crowds despite their personal 
indifference and indecision. God hasn’t called us to pick and choose who is worthy of our ministry of grace. 
We scatter the seed of the Gospel indiscriminately—some seeds fall on fallow ground like the religious 
establishment. And some fall on the ears of mere well-wishers and the uncommitted—like the crowds who 
enjoyed the fish and bread but didn’t want the flesh and the blood. Jesus ministers grace indiscriminately to 
the crowds, then calls them to higher commitment and many of them do not produce the Kingdom’s fruit—a 
life of righteousness, obedience, faith, and new disciples. 
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The last response is the one we want. This is where we want to land. Ch’s 14-17 give us examples 
of increasing faith and faithfulness to Jesus… 
3. Increasing revelation to the faithful followers. This is a clear theme in the chapters that follow the 
parable sermon in Mt. 13. The true followers, the faithful disciples—they have a receptive heart—good 
soil—they produce the fruit of faith, repentance, and commitment. 
Back in the Parable sermon (Mt. 13), we note that… 

• The disciples received the mysteries of the Kingdom (Mt. 13:11-12). For to him who has more 
will be given. The more they respond to the more light they receive. The succeeding stories will put 
a fine point on this—the disciples receive an increasing revelation of the who the king is. The more 
faithful they remain to follow him—even as the religious leaders accost him and the fickle crowds 
abandon him—the disciples press in—the seek the meaning—they are hungry and thirsty for 
righteousness and the revelation of the King—and they are filled! 

Jesus is revealed as… 
• The LORD over creation (14:22-32). Jesus has gotten bad news—the death of a loved one—the 

greatest prophet in Israel’s history—his forerunner and cousin—John the Baptizer is mercilessly 
beheaded as a party favor for a lustful, usurper king Herod. And Jesus wants to withdraw but the 
crowds interrupt and he graciously provides for them in spite of his personal pain—he finally gets 
away but then the disciples find themselves in the middle of a lake swamped by waves and a storm. 
Now, the one claim to fame of the Judaic faith in the ancient world was its doctrine of God. 
Unlike pagan religions—Judaism taught that there is one God, not many (polytheism), God is 
separate from creation—not a part of creation (pantheism and panentheism). And the one thing that 
was forbidden by all prophets and writers of Scripture and Moses is the worship of anything that is 
not God! Yet, after seeing Jesus walk across the sea—the disciples cannot help but respond in 
worship.They’ve seen Jesus command the wind and waves before—and they asked, “Who is this 
man.” But this time—there’s no mistaking who he is. He comes walking out onto the lake to rescue 
them—empowers Peter to do the same—saves Peter, the boat, the disciples and calms the storm. 
And they worship him. 

But they still haven’t received it all yet… 
• The Messiah is revealed as God’s very Son (16:1-16). Scholar Michael Wilkins put this so well, 

“At the time that Jesus and his disciples traveled there, Caesarea Philippi was an important Greco-
Roman city, whose population was primarily pagan Syrian and Greek. This region, long a bastion of 
pagan worship to Baal, then to the Greek god Pan, and then to Caesar, becomes the site where 
Jesus calls for a decision about his own identity. It here that the Father reveals to Peter that Jesus is 
truly the prophesied Messiah” (Wilkins, 557). Peter, in solidarity with the rest of the disciples, 
confesses his faith—a Spirit enabled confession. Jesus rebukes Peter for his posture of standing in 
front of the rabbi---telling him to take his rightful place, behind the master, calling him satanas—
Jesus isn’t telling Peter his statement is inspired by Satan, after all Peter has just uttered a 
statement inspired by the Spirit—but this sentiment is coming from a false cultural expectation of the 
Messiah as military conqueror. And if the Messiah were to take this direction, then future 
resurrection for God’s faithful people would not be a possibility.  Jesus would just be another earthly 
King in the line of David who lived, died, and passed the Kingdom on to future corrupt generations.  

o Remember during the David and Saul series, David is the anointed one—the Meshiac—
the promised deliverer—the “son” and prince of God over the house of Isreal. We quickly 
learn that this is a figurative title—a mantle that only a future eternal son of God could hold.  
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o Ez. 34, 37 prophesies that God is going to depose the rotten kings in the line of David 
and come down here and shepherd his people himself—through his son David—clearly a 
future Davidic King who will be the incarnation of God to men.  

o Other passages from Isaiah calling him the Almighty God, everlasting Father, prince of 
peace—the one on whom the burden of leadership and the Kingdom would rest. And this is 
the moment when Peter, as far as he understands, confesses this truth about Jesus—he is 
God’s unique Son—equally worthy of worship and faith. 

Then Jesus reveals his grand mission—more than a King of an earthly Kingdom, but conqueror of 
the ultimate and final enemy of sinful humanity… 

• The Messiah is revealed as the conqueror of death (16:17-23). Jesus then shocks them with a 
scandalous revelation about his true mission—a mission that no Jewish disciple would ever invent 
or create—it is that he will suffer on a cross, that he die and be raised to life. The Jews believed in a 
final bodily resurrection for all faithful Israel at the end of the age—and Jesus has thrown their 
systematic theology on that into a tizzy. The secret—one they will come to realize fully later—is that 
Jesus is the first fruits, the firstborn from among the dead—paving the way for the resurrection of 
every believer and disciple when the age truly ends and God’s new world is reborn. Peter’s 
response shows that culturally, he’s not yet ready for this bombshell.  

o Jesus reveals that on the foundation of Peter’s confession, that he will build his holy 
community (church) and the gates of hades (the power of death) will not prevail against the 
evangelistic efforts of this community.  

Jesus follows up this shocking statement with an unusual call to commitment… 
• The Messiah calls his followers to a cruciform life (16:24-28). If the previous statement about 

the Messiah of God—God’s anointed King being slain by cruel pagans on a scandalous cross, if that 
weren’t jarring enough—the next statement will really rock them. Jesus calls them to take up their 
crosses (figuratively) and bear and carry the stigma of being associated with a crucified messiah. 
Right now, thought the Spirit has revealed the truth about Jesus to them—this is too much for them 
to bear. That they will live a life—not of Kingdom ruling and reigning with the Messiah in his realized 
Kingdom on earth (at least not yet), but they will experience a life of suffering and scandal for the 
Savior. More than this, the cross is an emblem of our surrendered will. Right before Jesus went to 
the cross, he famously prayed in Gethsemane “Not by will, but yours be done.” And he chose the 
Father’s will—he chose the agony of Roman crucifixion. He embraced the scandal and public 
shame of hanging bucked naked on a Roman high cross—exposed and shamed—for the sins of 
humanity. And so the cross is a symbol—not just of our faith or our religion—it’s a symbol of our 
surrender. The submission of all that we are to God and his will for our lives.  

• The Messiah is God himself—the glorified Son (17:1-13). Jesus predicts that there are some 
standing right there who would not die before they saw him in his glorified state—and this is what 
happens to 3 of the 12 in chapter 17. They are invited on something of a prayer retreat with the 
master. Suddenly Jesus’ appearance is blazing like the Son—and they see him in his glorified state. 
Theologians explain this event as the inner man—the inner being of Jesus shining through his 
humanity. If there had been any doubt about his identity in the calming of the waves and sea after 
having walked on them—if there had been any hesitation about who he was—there can be none 
now for these three. They likely think Jesus is going to end the world and usher in God’s glorious 
Kingdom right then and there. But Jesus doesn’t. They are simply privied to a glimpse of his glory—
but the high beams of God’s radiance will shine more fully in his resurrection from the grave. 

 
Takeaways:  
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1. Don’t harden your heart to Jesus. Like the religious leaders, maybe your mind is already made up 
about who Jesus is and what he’s all about. I would implore you not to pack and tamp the soil of 
your heart so that it is too hard for the Gospel message to penetrate. Be open minded. Be receptive 
today to Jesus’ claims. 

2. Don’t remain indecisive and uncommitted. Shallow, initial enthusiasm can burn off in the heat of 
persecution or the busyness of life. Be a committed follower. Be a fully devoted disciple of the 
Master. Be in it for the long haul and produce the Kingdom’s harvest of righteousness, faith, and 
obedience.  

3. Embrace Jesus as your savior and Lord—the Son of God and God the Son. As the Son of David he 
conquered the last Kingdom that stood against us—the reign of death. Jesus gave himself so that 
you and I could give all of ourselves to him.  

4. Embrace a life of the cross. A cruciform life. A life shaped and patterned after Jesus’ cross. A life of 
unashamed identification with the scandal of a crucified Savior. A life of surrender and submission of 
our will to him.  


