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Introduction: The setting of the prophecy (24:1-3) 

• Jesus leaves the temple to the Mount of Olives 
• Disciples gawk at the Herodian Temple complex  
• Jesus prophesies its utter destruction and desolation 

 
Jesus’ use of prophecy: Now, Jesus has already shown us how he prophesies in Matthew 10. In 
that chapter, Jesus is sending the disciples out on a short term missions trip to preach the Gospel 
of the Kingdom in every town. As he is instructing them about what they will face on this short 
term trip, he subtly shifts into prophesying what they will encounter when they go out into the 
world (which is recorded in Acts)—they will be handed over to local authorities—persecuted 
and pursued for their faith. Jesus uses an OT prophetic device, what scholars refer to as 
“prophetic foreshortening” or “prophetic telescoping”—this happens as the prophet, say, Isaiah, 
is in fact prophesying about current events and near future stuff (like the destruction of God’s 
enemies and the people’s exile and deliverance)—but then folds into that near future event far 
future things, such as the coming of their Messiah and the Day of the Lord etc.  
 
So now Jesus is doing the same thing here. He’s answering 2 questions: 1) When will these 
things (the destruction of the temple and the city) take place, and 2) what will be the sign of 
your coming at the end of the age? 
 
These two events are separated by a great period of time, and Jesus’ prophecy, in OT 
fashion, collapses these two events together. Our job today is to pull them apart a bit—but only 
a bit. Here’s why, the key to future prophecy is the past. 
 
There are two extremes we want to avoid—pure preterism and pure futurism. Preterism is 
the belief that all prophecy (particularly this one) has already been fulfilled in history—and the 
strength of this view is that for sure, much of this prophecy has been fulfilled in Israel’s history. 
The weakness of the view is that it fails to understand the telescoping or foreshortening 
prophetic device that Jesus is using here.  
 
On the other hand, pure futurism is an extrapolation from our present to the far future—
without taking into account how God has or how he may have already fulfilled it in the past.  
 
Summary: This prophecy is paradigmatic not purely futuristic. That is, some of the elements of 
this prophecy could repeat themselves until their final fulfillment and consummation.  
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So now, let’s look at this end times prophecy in particular.  
First, Jesus gives us… 
I. General signs of this present age of darkness (24:4-14) (not signs of the end of the age, but 
signs that we are living in this present age of darkness).  

• Suffering in the world (wars and rumors of wars) (24:4-8). 
• Suffering of disciples (persecution and tribulation) (24:9-13). 
• Proclamation to all ethnic groups (24:14). 

 
Summary: What will characterize this age is an intensifying distress and tribulation for the 
faithful—those who follow Christ and reject the world’s system. Natural suffering, war, 
division over party, race, territory—those things are what characterize this age. Also, the Gospel 
going out increasingly to the four corners of the earth will also characterize this present age of 
darkness.  
 
Warning: Don’t be deceived that the end has come yet. Jesus uses very strong language here. 
Frankly, this is my concern with most of the so called “prophetic genre” of books that people 
peddle out there today. I think many people have been duped into thinking that these general 
signs are specific signs of Christ’s any moment return. But Jesus says they’re not. They are just 
the beginnings of contractions. And don’t let anyone trick you into thinking that these things 
that characterize this present age of darkness are somehow specific signs of an immanent return. 
 
II. Specific signs of the coming of the Son of Man (24:15-28): Jesus states that the Gospel 
will go forth into the world until all people groups have heard it—this word for nations is 
ethnos and it means ethnic groups/nation states. These signs are surrounding something Jesus 
(and later John the Revelator) will refer to as “the Great Tribulation.” 

• Mass persecution, defection, and increasing wickedness (24:9-12). I think Jesus and Paul 
are speaking of the same event, or the same season of mass defection due to: 1) intense 
persecution against the body of Christ, 2) the emergence of false religions deceiving 
many, and 3) the consequent increase in evil and wickedness in our society. I view this 
more as a definite season of mass defection from the faith (an unmistakable one) rather 
than an event or a singular instance of mass defection.  

• A desolating sacrilege (24:15): Jesus uses the phrase straight out of Daniel regarding an 
abomination of desolation (Dan. 9; 12). This is referring to a desecrating force on the 
Jerusalem temple led by a foreign tyrant. Jewish literature manifestly used the imagery of 
the AofD when reflecting on Antiochus Epiphane’s desecration of the rebuilt temple on 
Dec. 25th 168 BC, where he erected a statue to Zeus and himself in the Jewish temple, 
and profaned and forbid festivals and circumcision. Jesus now uses this same imagery of 
a future event, and many Christians believed this had taken place again under Pontius 
Pilate who also profaned the temple at his inauguration by erecting certain military 
standards that bore idolatrous images or perhaps Caligula’s decree that a giant statue of 
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himself be set up in the temple. The question comes, “Which one of these then, is the 
AofD spoken of by the prophet Daniel that Jesus is warning the people about?” The 
answer in one sense is “all of the above” because remember, prophecy is paradigmatic—
it can often have more finite fulfillments before its final fulfillment. The key to 
understanding the future is looking at how things went down in the past. Jesus is 
prophesying the destruction of the temple and its desecration. Now the sticky wicket 
comes when we consider that the NT overwhelmingly claims that the symbol of “temple” 
has been fulfilled now that God’s dwelling is among men—in their hearts—Paul literally 
refers to God’s people as the living temple—so a future application of this could be 
something like a mass delusion due to idolatry among the people of God, leading to mass 
defection among the living temple…which is an interp. that seems to be substantiated by 
Jesus’ emphasis on this mass apostasy (and Paul’s 2 Thes. 2) Not sure about this. But it 
does seem odd to me that God would return to the type after having fulfilled it with a 
spiritual reality.  

• Intensifying distress (24:21-22): This age is characterized by increasing persecution and 
evangelism (the two historically have gone hand in hand). Jesus encouraged them to take 
flight when they saw the house of God about to be desolated—and historian Eusebius 
reported that Jesus’ warning was fulfilled during the Jewish revolt against Rome in 
66AD—the Christians in Jerusalem withdrew to Pella—a city in the Jordan valley. The 
appearance of this abomination of Desolation is the catalyst for a great season of 
tribulation—and many scholars believe this was partially fulfilled in 66-70AD, but that 
event is something of a type—or prototype for a future event describes in Rev. 7-19; 
which John calls “the Great Tribulation.” 

• Emergence of supernaturalism (Messianic-supernaturalism) (24:23-28): While Jesus has 
already noted that the rise of false saviors and prophets will generally characterize this 
present age of darkness—the rise of false messiah’s—particularly miracle working 
messiahs will grow exponentially during this period of great distress.  

• The Son of Man in his glory (24:29-31): But Jesus warns them that they shouldn’t be 
duped. Because the coming of the Son of Man will not be a secretive event—it will be 
glorious and seen by all. John refers to this in Rev. 19—the end of this great period of 
distress will be the glorious appearing of Jesus. This is why Paul tells Titus—“while we 
await our blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior—Jesus 
Christ.” (2:13).  

 
However all the details work out—our blessed hope is not any other historical event. Our hope 
is the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus the Messiah.  
 
Regardless of matters of sequence—we can hold those things loosely and agree on one fact—
Jesus is coming back and we need to be ready for his return. And Jesus himself anticipated this, 
so he gives us, right here in the passage—the implications for his return… 
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III. Implications of the coming of the Son of Man: The first implication and application of 
Christ’s future return is… 
1. Readiness. I was talking to my brother the other day and his company in Florida is enjoying 
something of a sales boom. I asked him why they’re reaping the harvest right now—he said, 
“because when I took over this department, I spent two years in “readiness planning.” Sowing 
the seeds, getting the company ready for the growth.  
 
And this is exactly what Jesus is doing with the Disciples. His first admonition is to be ready. 
It’s the inescapable conclusion of the passage; he says it over and over again “be on watch” “be 
ready” and then tells them through parables what it means to be ready. Here’s the first one he 
gives them… 

• The lesson of the fig tree: Be astute (24:32-34): Be an astute observer of the season. 
• The lesson of Noah’s flood: Be assured (24:36-39): That is, be assured of the certainty of 

judgment. And that’s the problem, Jesus said, with the people in Noah’s day—they were 
caught unaware—they were obtuse and they should have been astute observers in 
discerning the time of judgment that was coming upon them. They got caught with their 
britches down. They scoffed and refused to believe that judgment was coming. 

• The lesson of the thief and the bridegroom: Be alert (24:42-44; 25:1-13): Both the 
parable of the home invasion and the unexpected bridegroom make the same point. With 
Jewish weddings in particular, the virgins or bridesmaids would wait for the bridegroom 
to arrive—but would not be told when he was arriving—heightening the excitement and 
anticipation of his arrival. But 5, Jesus says, were unprepared. The point of the parable is 
keeping the lamp trimmed and full of oil so that the brides may remain vigilant and alert 
at the coming of the husband.  

 
Summary: Jesus’ own application—the takeaways he gives the disciples and to us—is 
readiness planning by being astute observers of the season, being assured and not losing faith 
that the judge will come like a flood, being alert and vigilant—not being given to lazy believism 
and spiritual sloth.  
 
2. Faithfulness: The next set of illustrations all share the same force—be faithful while the 
master is away for a long time.  

• The lesson of the servants: Be accountable (24:45-51): When a person knows he/she will 
be accountable—they are more apt to acting faithfully, responsibly, and wise with the 
Master’s resources. The Master will return and settle accounts—and personal character 
will be a telltale sign of genuine faith and belief in Christ.  

• The lesson of the moneybags: Be active (25:14-30): The slothful steward did nothing. 
The emphasis on the parable is not how to handle money, though there is probably a 
lesson about that in here also, but it’s how to be a faithful steward of the Gospel trust—
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being active and bearing fruit—making a return on the Master’s investment in our lives. 
The analogy illustrates a disciple that has been given much but fails to produce the 
Kingdom’s fruit.  

• The lesson of the sheep and the goats: Be altruistic (25:31-46): Practice a life of 
compassion and mercy and ministry to those who are far from God.  Here Jesus shows 
the true character of true faith. It doesn’t just produce a saved person, it doesn’t just 
produce a “Christian”—it produces a believer who shows mercy, compassion, and 
kindness to the least of these. There should be no better example of altruism and 
compassion to the world—benevolence to the needy than the church.  

 
 
 


