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Matthew 28: 18-20 The Highest Authority; The Greatest Commission; The 
Best Promise 

The Gospel of Matthew ends with these words of Jesus. Three short sentences – 50 
words in the Greek New Testament.  There are no significant textual problems in this 
passage and no great exegetical puzzles.  The ideas contained in these words are not 
difficult to understand.  Our English translations accurately convey the meaning of these 
three verses.  Yet here in these few and simple words we have some of the most 
colossal ideas in the Bible.  They span the distance between heaven and hell and reach 
across all of human history. They sound the depths of the meaning of our lives and 
raise issues of life and death. In them Jesus claims the very highest authority as His 
authority; He sets before us the greatest and most important mission – His mission; 
and promises something quite amazing to all who follow him – His presence.    

The Highest Authority  Jesus claims universal, absolute authority over all creation, 
over all history. Jesus claims authority higher than the Pharisees or the Sanhedrin; 
higher than Herod, or even David - Israel’s great king; Greater than Pilate or the 
Emperor Tiberius; above that of Moses and the prophets. Jesus claims authority over 
Satan, sin, and the powers of darkness, over even death itself. There is no part of life, 
no country, no region, no occupation, no invention of man, no part of the natural world, 
no part of history, over which the authority of Jesus is not absolute.  And His is not 
merely a theoretical, hypothetical authority, it under-girds the very existence of 
everything we know. “He upholds all things by the word of his power” (Heb 1:3). He is 
no passive, unconcerned ruler. Other authorities only borrow their power by his 
permission and must be reminded from time to time, “There is no authority except from 
God.” 

Jesus announces his authority, because he knows that the work that he is going to ask 
his followers to pursue will bring them into conflict with the authority of a boss, a 
commander, a parent, a peer group, an expectation of our culture or family. At these 
times we must remember Peter's words, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 
5:29). Or, and this is maybe even  more difficult sometimes, the fact that Jesus is our 
Lord, may be the most compelling reason to submit to those others who have authority 
over us. “Be subject to the governing authorities, because “whatsoever authorities exist 
have been established by God.”  “Children obey your parents.” “Servants, obey your 
master.” “Husbands and Wives submit to one in the fear of God.”  If we are in His will, 
and clearly going and making disciples is his will for us, we have all the authorization 
we need, the authority of the One who rules heaven and earth.  If what we are doing is 



contrary to his will, a violation of his teaching, all of the authorities, powers, and 
ingenuity of man cannot help us in the end. Jesus assures us that he has all authority 
so that we may have courage to pursue the greatest mission.   

The Greatest Commission The mission that Jesus sets before his disciples is not 
simply one occupation, among all the others that we might choose. Jesus has not put 
us in a quandary here – either make disciples or be a carpenter, you can’t do both. You 
can be a mother of your children or you can be a missionary, but you can’t do both. 
This mission, this calling, is of a higher sort altogether.  It is the greatest in that it has 
the power to ennoble and elevate any other occupation or calling that we might have to 
truly eternal significance. Those occupations we might consider mundane -  cab driver, 
a toll collector, housekeeper – are given ultimate importance when they are offered to 
God.  They become a means of fulfilling the greatest commission, going, making 
disciples, baptizing, and teaching.  Obscure and  esoteric professions – chemistry, 
engineering, medicine – when offered in service to the King of Kings glorify God by 
showing us His wisdom and power as manifest in creation. The creative power and skill 
of the artist, whether he or she carves marble, writes poetry, paints pictures or creates 
music, can show us the transcendent beauty and mystery of God and His works.  

But this commission not only gives meaning to all other activities of man, but 
has shaped the course of human history. It has transformed nations. Of course 
we think of Luther in Germany, Wesley in England, but lesser known is a man named 
Hans Nielson Hauge. He was a farmer in Norway, in the 1700’s the poorest country in 
Europe with the lowest literacy rate.  Hauge’s feet took him to Norway’s fishing villages 
and farms, making disciples, teaching people to obey Christ’s commands. And the 
gospel transformed his nation. The difference between North and South Korea is like 
night and day.  Much of that difference can be explained by the amazing progress of 
the gospel, the kingdom of God, in South Korea since the Korean war.  The Book That 
Transforms Nations by Loren Cunningham.  

This mission that Jesus gave his apostles, has turned out to be the greatest mission 
for us.  We who know Jesus Christ as our Savior, know that the greatest thing that has 
ever happened to us was that this mission found us in our sin and despair and brought 
us light and life. Knowing Christ, knowing that we are forgiven by God, has transformed 
us and continues to transform us. And we know, beyond a doubt, the news that Christ 
died for us and rose again is the best possible news we bring to sinners who need 
forgiveness. And we know that the best possible advice that we can give others is to 
hear and follow all that Christ commanded us.  



Christians have carried out Christ’s command to make disciples in all kinds of ways, 
places, and times. They have gone about fulfilling this commission in the face of 
imprisonment, suffering, even torture and death. There are Christians today who will 
die today in order to fulfill this commission.  You have seen their pictures in the news. If 
not you can easily find them on the internet. They are kneeling because they refuse to 
renounce our Lord, because they are going about making disciples.   
Last Sunday, at about 2 a.m. our time, a bomb exploded in a crowded park in Lahore, 
Pakistan. Christians had gathered there with their families to celebrate Easter.  74 
people were killed, 24 of whom were children, and 362 more were injured.  A splinter 
group of the Pakistani Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack, saying it had 
targeted Christians. The group vowed more such attacks.   
 

But still the process of making disciples continues and spreads.  Going, making 
disciples, baptizing, teaching. And by God’s grace, we get to be a part of that.  If you 
haven’t done so lately – take a look at the missions pictures in the back hallway.  There 
are twelve.  As you look, thank God that He has let us be a part of making disciples 
through them. As you look, pray for those individuals and families.   
 
In just the past few weeks we’ve also had a couple of remarkable opportunities to make 
disciples in Mexico and China. I’ve asked Todd Roughton and Joe Mitchell to come and 
tell you about these.  
 
Fulfilling the greatest commission isn’t just going to China; Sometimes it’s a matter of 
walking down the classroom hall of our own building.  Our Lord knew that none of our 
pastors speaks Chinese, so God brought Liquo and Siu Ling Chi to us so that we could 
be have a part in making disciples among Chinese people here in Idaho Falls. They 
teach a Mandarin language class on Sunday Mornings called “Happy Marriage.”  It’s not 
just our going to Mexico; it’s a matter of going across town to help the pastor of a Local 
Spanish speaking congregation.  God has given us Pastor Jose Favela who loves the 
Lord is making disciples among the Spanish-speaking people here in Idaho Falls. Pastor 
Joel has gotten to know Pastor Jose and found out that he needs a new roof on his 
house. God has sent us Matt Silvester, who is good with a hammer and knows what to 
do with a pack of shingles.  I understand that there are few men in Jose’s congregation 
that also know about this. There’s going to be Saturday when we’re going to get make 
disciples by nailing shingles on a roof. We get to be part of that! 

Going to make disciples – doesn’t always involve going wider or further. Sometimes it 
means just taking a new approach in serving a neighbor, co-worker, relative.  Asking 
God, “How can I help that person become a disciple of your Son?”  



The Best Promise  -   As we are going about fulfilling the Greatest Commission– Jesus 
our Lord promises to be with us – we will experience His presence as we make 
disciples.   “Lo – listen to me – I am with you always.” It’s more than a promise; It is a 
fact.”   

Jesus obvious promise is to be with us as we make disciples, and that is immensely 
comforting, but let's think about it another way.  Obeying the mission He has set before 
as individuals, as a local church, as part of the universal body of Christ, whether it is in 
the face of opposition, of suffering, of abandonment, or loneliness, is an opportunity to 
experience His presence is unique ways.  Of course, Jesus in always with us. Of course, 
God is omnipresent. But it is also true that our Lord makes himself present in special 
ways at special times. He certainly did this in the incarnation, when “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us.”  And it is His presence in the flesh that we look forward to 
when we “long for His appearing.” Jesus promised to manifest His presence in a special 
way when we gather together in his name. “When two or more of you are gathered in 
my name, I am in your midst.” (Matthew 18:20).  Certainly Jesus taught us that He is 
present in a unique way in the simple elements of the Lord's Supper “This is my body, 
this is my blood.”  This passage teaches us that “going, making disciples,” is a way to 
experience Jesus’ presence.  Do you want to experience Jesus’ presence more fully? Do 
you want to be closer to Him, to know Him better?  Ask him to help you make disciples, 
as you raise your kids, as you go to work, as you speak to your neighbors, as you nail 
shingles on a roof.  He said “Listen – I’ll be with you always, even to the end of the 
age, the end of your days, the ends of the earth.  


