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Matthew 8 & 9 
 
Key Passage Mt. 7:28-29; 8:26-27 
 
 
1. Jesus has the authority to ______________ the ___________ ________________.  

• _________ uncleanness (8:1-4) 
• _________ uncleanness (8:5-13) 
• _________ uncleanness (8:14-15) uncleanliness  

 
Application/Take-away:  

 
 
2. Jesus has the authority to demand _______________ ______________________.  
Inadequate Responses… 

• ____________________ enthusiasm (8:18-20) 
• ____________________ commitment (8:21-22) 

  
Application/Take-away:  

 
 
3. Jesus has the authority over ____________ and the ___________ of ____________. 
Inadequate Responses cont… 

• ____________________ beliefs (8:23-27)  
• ____________________ residents (8:28-34)  

 
Application/Take-away:  

 
 
4. Jesus has the authority to _______________ _______________.  

• He prioritized ______________ before healing (9:2b) 
• He was mistaken for a _________________ rabbi (9:3)  
• He openly associated with _______________ and _____________ people (9:9-17) 

 
Application/Take-away:  

 
 
5. Jesus has the authority to bring the ___________ back to life.  

• 2 “dead” daughters 
o The little girl 
o The socially dead 

 
Application/Take-away:  

 
 
Conclusion: Who is this man?  
(9:27; 36; 37; Hos. 6:11) 
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Introduction: Seemingly from out of nowhere certain prodigies have come on the scene who have taken a 
particular field to new heights—expanding horizons.  

• Albert Einstein—who was labeled a slow learner and couldn’t get a job teaching and spent his time 
writing journal articles as a patent clerk. 

• Michael Jordan—who was cut from his Jr. High basketball team because he couldn’t play very well. 
• Steve Jobs—college drop out and his vision for personal technology 
• Marie Curie—nobel prize winner in chemistry 
• Michael Faraday—lacking formal education—an experimental genius. 

 
Ever so often someone comes along who seems to burst onto the scene with genius that moves the world 
forward. 
 
And people very naturally wonder, “Who is this guy? Where did he come from?” 
 
Segue: Matthew puts this question on the lips of the Disciples right in the middle of this chapter. They are 
in the boat and at Jesus’ command—the tempest is arrested and calm is demanded and the Disciples ask,  
 
The sermon on the Mount ends with 7:28-29 “And when Jesus had finished saying these things, the 
crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as 
their scribes.” 
 
8:26b-27 “Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. And the men 
marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?”  
 
Who is this? What kind of man are we dealing with—and following here?” 
 
Jesus seems to have burst onto the scene with a spiritual genius that will change everything. Though the 
people listening to him and following him don’t know exactly how everything will change yet.  
 
Big Idea: Ch’s 8-9 is a collection of stories that vindicate/validate Jesus’ unprecedented claims of 
authority.  

• Jesus has assumed a divine prerogative of divine legislator of heavenly values and Kingdom 
principles/truths.  

• Jesus now takes the position of legislative miracle working power. Unlike prophets of old—Jesus’ 
miracles are done with a wave of the hand or as the word is spoken—he doesn’t have to pray and 
ask God for miracles. He simply says the word and his word is good.  

• His miracles are qualitatively superior than other charismatic wanderers on the hillsides claiming 
to be the Christ, like Honi the Circle Drawer who’s miracles could be explained by natural 
phenomena. Or Hannina ben Dosa or any other Messianic wanna-bes—Jesus’ miracles cannot be 
otherwise explained. 9:33, “The crowds marveled and said, ‘We have never seen anything like this 
in Israel.’” 

 
Jesus’ miracle working power vindicates his claim of divine authority. 

  
Transition: The text gives us a thematic pattern:  
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• A repeating pattern of 3 Miracles stories > 2 Discipleship demands 
I think the pattern of the miracles would be unmistakable to the original audience. Here’s why: 
 
Just as Moses descended the Mountain, came out of the desert and challenged the authority of Pharaoh 
with 3 sets (triads) of miracles—and a total of 10 miracles altogether—we have the same thing here. Ch’s 8 
& 9 give us 3 sets of miracle stories and a total of 10 miracles—as signs of the new Moses—just as Moses’ 
signs vindicated his calling to deliver the people, so Jesus’ 10 signs validate his claim of authority as 
the Savior and Lord of the people.  
 
How do the miracles demonstrate that Jesus has the authority he claims in his teachings?  
 
1. Jesus has the authority to reinstate the social outcasts. Right away, we see Jesus interacting with 
misfits and oddballs.  
 
The first way he reinstates the social outcast is by addressing… 
• Physical uncleanness (The lepers) (8:1-4)—Notice the leper comes in desperation.  
Leprosy—could include but not be limited to what is typically called “Hansen’s Disease” today—which is 
a neurological condition where the person is prone to infection and deterioration because they can’t feel 
pain. But in biblical days leprosy would have included a host of physical abnormalities and skin conditions. 
If, for example, you had really bad acne—you were considered a leper and ritually unclean.  
 
But notice that Jesus is not the least bit concerned that he is going to catch what they’ve got—because he 
knows that if he touches these unclean people they will be made whole. Jewish law forbade touching 
lepers (Lev. 5:3) yet Jesus does it. And he reinstates them back into the community of faith.  
 
Illus. Beth—in my last church she would come in an electric wheelchair covered in sores, massive welts 
on every inch of her body. I have to admit my first instinct was to avoid her…Jesus is showing us the very 
people you think are outsiders—they are my family—they’re my peeps—that’s my crew. 
 
The next way he reinstates the social outcast is by addressing… 
• Ethnic uncleanness (the Centurion) (8:5-13)—Notice the Centurion comes in humility.  
Roman Centurions would have been the officers that the average citizen would have most often 
confronted on a daily basis.  

o In Matthew’s day—at the time of his writing for his own Jewish-Christian community—the Roman 
soldiers would have been particularly reviled because of the brutality of the regime (between 
Nero and Titus).  

o Matthew here upholds a Roman Centurion who humbles himself (in fact, we learn in Luke’s 
Gospel that he doesn’t personally come but instead sends his messengers). So, he comes in 
humility. 

o Jesus’ response is interrogative: “Shall I come and heal him?” That is, shall a ritually clean Jewish 
rabbi enter the home of a defiled Gentile—and a Roman solider at that?  

o The Centurion’s Response shows Jesus the quality of his faith. Immediately the solider says “I 
myself am a man of authority…” The essence of the statement is that the Officer recognizes the 
supremacy of Jesus’ authority in this situation. The officer can merely control the affairs of his 
subordinates, but disease is subordinated to God’s righteous Messiah. And with a wave of his hand, 
a mere word from his mouth—the Centurion’s servant is healed that very hour.  
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Jesus response shows that the true badge of spirituality is not ethnic claim to Abraham’s line.  

 
But rather, a stance of humility and faith in God’s true Messiah. This man’s faith is greater than anyone in 

all Israel that Jesus has encountered. 
 
Jesus concludes by saying that many will come from the east and west to take their places at the Father’s 
table—but the “sons of the kingdom” who don’t have faith will be thrown out where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth (Mt. 25).  
 
Summary: Jesus reinstates the Gentile foreigner as a son of the Kingdom—and this will foreshadow his 
future mission.  
 
His power vindicates his authority.  
 
The 3rd way he reinstates the social outcast is by addressing… 
• Gender uncleanness (8:14-15)—No request is made, but Jesus takes the initiative to heal Peter’s 

mother-in-law. 
o First of all, fever was so common in the ancient world that rabbinic literature would later 

state that God’s intervention to heal a fever is more prized over escaping the flames of 
hell.  

o Nevertheless, touching women this way was frowned upon because the women 
themselves were considered inferior to men and particularly a sick woman was unclean.  

o Lev. 26:14-16 is the warning of curses Moses gives the people of Israel, and in that passage 
God vows to send a disobedient people raging fevers—and so it is likely in Jesus’ day that 
this condition was linked with God’s disapproval of one’s life. In any case, Jesus again 
touches the untouchable.  

 
Summary: Jesus fulfills the prophecy of carrying our illnesses and disease (Is 53). He touches the 
untouchable. He heals the impossible. He breaks social taboos and norms in order to reinstate the very 
people who need God’s salvation and healing.  
 
Illus. Visiting a traditional/contemporary Calvary Chapel church and was basically asked to leave. 
We have to remember that there may be visitors in our midst who feel like outsiders—they don’t know our 
traditions, our protocols our norms. And like Jesus, we have to seek to be a church that values people 
above our protocols. 
 
Application: Jesus values people over tradition. And the lesson of the text is—Jesus has the authority to 
upend traditions (even Levitical ones) that put barriers between God and the people. How often do we look 
like Jesus in this respect?   
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Matthew also tells us that… 
2. Jesus has the authority to demand decisive action. So the first triad of 3 miracles stories (The leper 
the Centurion and the feverish mother-in-law) comes to a close and Jesus follows this with the first of 2 
discipleship sayings.  
 
Matthew 8:18-22 
He must highlight several inadequate responses.  
• Unexamined enthusiasm (8:18-20)—The first would-be disciple is a scribe. This person is a member 

of a scribal guild that trained constantly to recite, transcribe, and translate the biblical text in that 
community. A well-respected guildsman—this scribe would have had some luxuries that others did 
not—and Jesus challenges him with the itinerate nature of his mission. We’re not settlers—we’re 
pioneers. So examine your initial enthusiasm because Jesus may be calling you to something that 
doesn’t meet all of your comfort expectations. 

The 2nd inadequate response is… 
• Uncertain commitment (8:21-22)—Jesus deals with both the unexamined eagerness and those with 

divided devotion and instead demands unswerving commitment. The burden of followership is 
strikingly high for these first century hearers. Following Jesus would take precedence over all other 
social obligations—and in a patrilineal kinship world—this would have been unthinkable. One’s duty to 
his patrilineal family is of utmost importance—and yet here is Jesus saying “All other allegiances are to 
be subordinated to Jesus.” Jesus wants us to be good parents—but we should not deny the faith 
because a son or daughter chooses an alternative lifestyle and leaves the faith. Being a great son or 
daughter is a priority—but if it comes to a choice between following Jesus or following the false beliefs 
of our parents—we should choose Jesus.  

• In Jesus’ day, the eldest son would return to the tomb where his father was buried a year later and 
make extensive preparations in reburying his father’s bones in an ossuary box. This was a very 
disruptive process in the vocation and livelihood of ancient men—but socially acceptable—Thus, the 
young man is likely asking for as much as a year off to attend to his father’s reburial.  

 
Application: 1) Disciples count the cost, their enthusiasm is measured and their expectations are 
tempered against the Word. 2) Disciples of Jesus must remove any other allegiance that stands 
between the master and us. Jesus is worthy of undivided devotion—and unswerving commitment. And 
he has the authority to demand it of us.  

 
3. Jesus has the authority over nature and the forces of evil. 
The inadequate responses continue, even among Jesus’ own followers.  
• Unsettled beliefs (8:23-27)—The Calming of the storm. The disciples follow Jesus as a miracle-

working rabbi—but they don’t really know who he is yet.  “Who is this man?” They’re learning that he 
isn’t just a prophet, a rabbi, a master teacher or a sage—and as Messiah he more than just and earthly 
king in the line of David—he is something much more and their response as yet is inadequate. Later 
Jesus will ask them, “who do the people say that I am?” And there will be lots of theories regarding who 
Jesus is. Then he will put the question directly to them, “who do you say that I am?” And Peter, under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit will speak for the group that he is the Christ the son of the living God—
there is just no other conclusion we can come to here.  

• Unresponsive residents (8:28-34)—the people valued their assets more than they did the men who 
were set free from demonic influence. The incident does cause them to lose much—but they were 
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terrified that a magician had come into their midst and meant them harm. Totally unresponsive to his 
message—some people stop Jesus before he ever gets a foot in the front door.  

 
Application: While Jesus is performing miracles—we should see that woven throughout the account is a 
call to discipleship—a summons to be a follower of the King.  
 
4. Jesus has the authority to forgive sins.  Jesus is moved by bold faith (9:1-2a).  
• He prioritized forgiveness before healing (9:2b). Luke fills in more details of the story—the paralytic 

is brought by friends and they literally have to tear open the mud and waddle roof to get to Jesus—and 
Jesus is instantly impressed and amazed at their faith to get to him. So, seeing the evidence of their 
faith in him, he forgives the disabled man’s sins.  

• He was mistaken for a blasphemous rabbi (9:3)—Jesus exceeds messianic expectations. Not even 
the messiah was thought to be able to unilaterally forgive sins without the need for the temple cult and 
the atonement sacrifices. Yet here is Jesus acting with God’s own authority to forgive someone their 
sins apart from the temple system. The scribal teachers flip their lid—and I highly suspect Jesus didn’t 
have to supernaturally know their thoughts—I bet he could read their thoughts quite clearly writ large on 
their faces. The consternation, the angst—unmistakable.  

• He confirmed his authority by demonstrating his power (9:4-8)—Jesus does what only a master 
rabbi can do—he offers them an unsolvable riddle. “Which is more difficult? To unilaterally heal a 
disabled person (which only God can do), or to bring healing to their soul—forgiving their sins (which 
only God can do)? So that you many know I have the authority to do the first, I will perform the second. 
Equal degrees of difficulty. Equally impossible for a mere man to perform. Jesus does what they can 
see in order for them to be sure he can do what they can’t see. Later, Jesus will be perceived as a 
blasphemer—and this will be the very reason he is sentenced to death. “You a mere man claim to be 
God.” 

• He openly associated with disreputable and unsavory people (9:9-13).  
 
Application: Jesus wants to provide for us and help us and even heal us—but his first task is to bring 
forgiveness to humanity, and he demonstrated his authority to do this by doing only what God could do. 
Jesus desires mercy above sacrifice. Jesus fulfills this passage from Isaiah—this is a day of jubilee—a day 
of celebration because the Messiah has come to set the captives free—all who are willing (9:14-17). 
 
5. Jesus has the authority to bring the dead back to life. The synagogue ruler comes to him humbly 
asking for healing for a dead daughter. Jesus is interrupted by a menorrhagiac—a woman with a 
perpetually incurable condition characterized by heavy and prolonged blood flow during 
menstruation. 

• 2 “dead” daughters 
o The little girl—physically dead and needing to be raised back to life.  
o The socially dead menorrhagiac —a woman completely cut off due to ritual impurity.  

She touches the tsit tsit on his Kanaphiim—of his garments—the most holy part of a rabbi’s clothing.  
 
She proclaims her faith in him as the “One”—the Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in his 
kannaphiim—his wings or corners. Num. 15 and the tassels.  
 
She is healed and reinstated back to community.  
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Application/Takeaway—The Christian community is an exclusive claim—Jesus is the risen Lord and 
Savior of the World. Those who don’t believe this are lost for eternity. That’s an exclusive, offensive 
message. So our community is by nature something different than what we find in the world. If church is no 
different than why bother having church?  
 
But while we are not approving of all messages or premises—we do are accepting of all people’s—
regardless of their background, their religious convictions, their sin, their shame or beliefs.  
 
Jesus was effective because confronted false beliefs and because he reached out to the very people who 
held those false beliefs. Jesus was effective because he met the fundamental need of the human heart—
which is not religion but a relationship with God. It’s not a religious system with more to do—but rather 
reconciliation for forgiveness.  
 

1. Jesus has the authority to reinstate those who feel far, far away from God. Outsiders. Pariah’s. 
Outcasts.  

2. To demand decisive action and belief from disciples.  
3. Over nature, over the forces of hell set against us, and over death itself.  
4. To forgive us and cleanse us of all unrighteousness… 
5. And to bring dead people back to life.  

 
And he demonstrated his authority to do this through his divine power.  
 
Summary:  
 
The crowds marveled and remarked, “Never has anything been seen like this in Israel” 
 
Just as they had marveled at his authority “Who teaches like this? Who does things like this?  
Who is this?  
 
This is who the “Son of David” really is (9:27).  
 
He is the Shepherd King of God’s people (9:36) 
 
He is the Lord of the harvest—(Hosea 6:11; 9:37) For you O Judah, a harvest is appointed—when I 
restore the fortunes of my people.   


