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Introduction: Each year we celebrate what we call “the incarnation.” That is a theological term which means “the 
embodying” of the eternal, everlasting, and infinite God.  

The incarnation is God’s final self-revelation to mankind. This is how God reveals the truth about himself.  

And that truth is a great irony.  

The God who is infinite in nature—who is from everlasting to everlasting (Jn. 1:1 “In the beginning was the 
eternal Word. The Word was with God and the Word was God”) takes on finite human form.  

The God who is the creator of all things (Jn 1:3 “All things were created by him, and apart from him not one thing 
was created that has been created.”)—comes into the world partaking of his creation.  

The God who is the author of life (Jn. 1:4 “In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind.”—becomes 
subject to human death and capital punishment under Roman law. 

The God who is a spiritual (Jn. 4:24 “God is spirit, and the people who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.”), non-physical in his being—takes on physicality; experiencing the fullness of human life.  

The God who is Sovereign ruler over all things (Mt. 2:6 “And you Bethlehem in the land of Judah, are in no 
way least among the rulers of Judah—for out of you will come a Sovereign who will shepherd my people Israel.”—
becomes a subject to earthly kingdoms, and willingly submits to human rule for a time.  

The God who is pure and holy (Jn. 1:6 “And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness has not mastered 

it.”), in whom there is not even a shade or shadow of darkness—becomes a sin offering for sinful humanity. 

Main Idea 

The story of God’s advent is shocking narrative of how the infinite took on finite form, how he came from heaven to 
earth to seek and to save those who were lost in their sins.  

 

Fully God and fully human. The fusion of two natures in one person.  

Transition: But why? Why submit himself to all this. Why would he step down and condescend to us? For us?  

Tomorrow night we are going to reflect on the Christmas narrative more directly from Matthew’s Gospel. Today, 
we are going to look at the theological reasons behind his coming. Why did God send a Son… 

John 3:16-18 
16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world should be saved through him. 18 The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one who does not believe 
has been condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God.  
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1. How much did God love the world? This passage tells us about the extent to which God loved the world.  

God’s Love 16 For this is the way God loved the world…the verbal form of the well known word for Love “agape” 
and it means “to have warm regard for, strong affection; to highly esteem and cherish something or someone.” God’s 
love is not fickle, it is not silly infatuation, it is not fleeting nor temporary, and it is not fatuous and shallow. God’s love 
is a deep warm regard for; a strong and enduring affection and high esteem for that which he cherishes, prizes and 
values. 

But what does God love?  

The world What does John mean by “the world” here. It’s the word “kosmos” and where we obviously get the 
term “cosmos.” But, while it certainly does include the physical and spiritual realms—what the authors of Scripture 
called “the heavens the earth”—it is more specific in this context— directed toward mankind. God loves people. And 
he loves all people. God’s love is not limited to a tribe, a nation, a political party; God’s love is not restricted to good 
people vs. bad people; sinners vs. saints; unchurched vs. church-goers. Nope. God’s love is for the whole world. 
Everyone in it. For God had such deep and abiding regard for—such a strong and enduring affection—he so highly 
esteemed and valued the people of the world that… 

 

He gave God gave us the ultimate gift of his Son. The word “gave” here is not the word “charis” which normally 
means a gift of grace. That is Paul’s favorite descriptive word for God’s unmerited favor. But the word used here for 
“give” is the word didomi and that word comes from the financial sector of Roman culture. It is transactional. It means 
to entrust a sum of money, or something precious (like a rare family heirloom) to another.  

It’s one thing to give a gift that doesn’t really cost us anything or doesn’t have much value. It’s one thing to give a gift 
in safety, to insure or to indemnify it against any harm coming to it. It’s one thing to give a gift knowing that the 
recipients will lose their minds with gratitude and acceptance and joy.  

But what if you gave that same costly gift knowing that the recipients—the very people whom you highly esteem, 
cherish, value—whom you love with such deep affection—what if they spit in your face or ignore it all together, or 
worse, try to obliterate it from the face of the earth? Knowing the rejection and ingratitude, the unbelief and the harm 
that will come to this gift. And he so loves the world that he gives anyway.  

Why would he do that? Because God demonstrates his love in this…While we were still sinners, Christ died for the 
ungodly. He did not wait for us to get our act together. He did not wait for us to seek him first, to figure it out—no! In 
our sins, God gave. Because God is a giver.  

 

His one and only Son The term for one and only here is monogenes—the word “genos” means “class or kind.” 
Mono-genes simply means “the only one of its class, kind or category.” While the NT authors frequently refer to you 
and I—believers as the adopted, or born again, or restored sons and daughters of God—nowhere in the NT does it 
use this term monogenes for anyone other than Jesus. It is unique to him because he is both the Son of God and God 
the Son. He is the only one in this class, Kind, or category.  

And God doesn’t just give us a story; laws and prophets; temples and religion—nope. God gave us his one unique Son 
from eternity.  

God so highly esteemed the people of the world, that he entrusted his one and only son to us, so that… 
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Everyone here is the word pan where we get the word “pan” as we use it in words like “panoramic” or “pandemic” 
and it means “all, every, each one.” The offer of salvation does not discriminate. It isn’t for religious people, or rich 
people, or really, really good people. It means “whosoever”  

It’s for all… 

Who believe in Him So this is not some universal statement of salvation of all. This is no vague call to some 
unclear and unspecified religious life. Believe is the word pisteuo which has three dimensions. Christian faith always 
involves at least these three dimensions.  

(1) Cognitive (dimension) agreement: It is to affirm the propositional content of a truth claim. To settle the truth of 
the Christian faith in one’s mind.  

• That God the Son was embodied in a human being.  
• That Jesus of Nazareth lived a sinless life, demonstrating the Kingdom’s power and rule.  
• That he was tried as a blasphemer by the Jewish Sanhedrin  
• Crucified as a dangerous revolutionary by the Romans  
• and that he rose bodily from the grave to vindicate his claims of Lordship over the earth.  
• That he ascended to the right hand of power in heaven, and from which he will return to judge the living and 

dead—to restore creation and rule over in a new heavens and earth.  

And part of Christian Faith is the belief in the propositional content of that message. To deny it is to deny the Gospel—
the essential message of salvation and his Kingdom.  

To affirm it is to embrace its truth claims and this happens as a kind of cognitive alignment.  

(2) Awakening spiritually to it. The second aspect of Christian faith though is existential in nature. It is the inner 
transformation that a person who is dead in their trespasses undergoes. We were spiritually dead. The spiritual 
faculties we once possessed in order to experience God’s Spirit as an immediate reality—those faculties have become 
seared as with a hot iron, they have become numb and unable to perceive the truth in all its fullness. And so Christian 
faith isn’t just about believing the propositional content of the Gospel (though that is critical)—Christian faith is about 
encountering the life saving, life transforming person of the Holy Spirit who awakens a dead soul. Who opens blind 
eyes and restores deaf ears to see and hear and to perceive the truth of Jesus.  

(3) Entrusting ourselves to it. And so, more than mental agreement. More than a restoration of spiritual capacities to 
see and understand and perceive the truth—we act on it. We actually put our trust in Jesus of Nazareth. The analogy 
I like to give here is of a plane. A person may believe that brilliant engineers have built a fine plane. One may watch 
planes taxi and take off all day long and come to the intellectual commitment that “yes indeed. Planes do take off and 
land safely every day. I don’t how. But they do.” 

But Christian faith may be defined in its fullness as we actually walk the runway, with ticket in hand, and get on the 
plane and take it to its predetermined destination. Faith is more than knowing the facts and cognitive agreement. It 
is entrusting our very lives to Jesus.   

And all—anyone—whosever believes the right message about the right savior, having experienced an existential 
transformation of the heart by faith, having trusted their very lives to the King-- 
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John says, that person… 

Would not perish. Perish is the word apollumi and it means “to cause destruction; to bring to utter ruin.” One 
of the more interesting uses of this word in the ancient world is in nautical contexts. The picture is of a raging storm 
which brings sure destruction to the seafarer. His ship run aground. Still a ship. But it is wrecked, utterly unable to 
fulfill its purpose—as a seaworthy vessel. The human life looks like this when it perishes in judgment. Perishing in 
unbelief of God’s true Son we become shipwrecked for all eternity. Still men. Still women. But profoundly lost and 
unable to enjoy the relationship with God we were made for. The end result is a life in total ruin, apart from God. 
Perishing rather than thriving in his presence. 

We learn from verse 18 “The one who believes in him is not condemned. The one who does not believe has been 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God.” The one who does 
not agree with, respond to, nor entrust their lives to God’s one and only Son—we stand condemned already.  

Illus. I thank God for the science of genetics. Many wrong judgments have been overturned as a result of DNA testing. 
Fortunately the science of forensics has caught up with our legal system, and at times Justice is served because 
innocent men were incarcerated unjustly. Unfairly. The circumstantial evidence brought in court is overturned by 
forensic, indisputable evidence. It is estimated that 1-2% of those who are incarcerated are actually innocent.  

Illus. Years ago I was a young pastor and went with a friend to visit prisoners. We would tell our story in prison chapel, 
we would have an opportunity to speak with the men present. About half of them, I would venture to guess, were 
genuinely repentant and sorry for the sins and lawbreaking they committed on the outside. But the thing that 
surprised me most by going there each month, is just how many innocent people there are in prison. The majority 
are hardened against the system, the judicial decisions against them are bogus, and they maintain their innocence 
though the majority of them are not. You and I may be shocked to discover how much self-righteousness exists 
behind bars. 

The Gospel is good news. It’s Good news that is set against bad news—bad news that we already have—that we 
already should be aware of. As natural born sinners who act on those natural impulses to sin—we are an affront to 
the holiness, the righteousness, the order of His rule! We are rebels causing chaos in his Kingdom. And apart from 
faith, apart from the Good News of a Kingly pardon in Christ—you and I will forever remain under the sentence of 
condemnation.  

Instead we believe—all who entrust their very lives to Jesus experience… 

Eternal Life it has two kinds of meanings. The phrase for “eternal life” here is the word zoen aonion and in this 
context it means “transcendent life.” The first dimension of this life is quantitative. It is a reference to an unceasing, 
unending state of life with no prospect of every dying. It has to do with lifespan.  

Rom. 5:17 “For if, by the transgression of the one man, death reigned through the one, how much more will those 
who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ!” The 
contrast in the Romans passage is between the everlasting state of death “reigning” vs. the forever state of “reigning 
together with Christ in life.” 

The second meaning here is qualitative. It is the God kind of life. It is the transcendent and surpassing quality of life 
imparted from the divine to mortals, not to make us divine (false religion always has as its motive to deify man and to 
humanize God)—but to make us immortal. It has to do, not just with the span of our lives but with the source and 
surpassing quality of life. God is the source and wellspring of our life.. 
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1 Cor. 15:50-53 “Now this is what I am saying, brothers and sisters: Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality.” 

Notice Paul does not say we become divine, but that we become immortal. They are two different things. 

(Worship Team Returns) 

Summary: The Gospel is Good News not bad news. The Good news is that because Jesus has risen bodily from the 
dead, all of those who believe, who have entrusted their very lives to him and this message—we will live forever in 
resurrection glory.  

The story of Advent, the Christmas story, is all about how much God loved the world… 

This is how much God loved the World—he so highly valued and esteemed the people of this world that He sent his 
one and only Unique Son—who is God the Son—to be born and placed in a lowly horse feeding trough.  

To be raised in obscurity in backwater Nazareth.  

To reveal God’s power and glory as his anointed beloved Son.  

To die the dishonorable death of a criminal and blasphemer—so that you and I could escape sure condemnation.  

To raise again, to come in power—and to transform every believer forever.  


