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Introduction: Tariku Fufa, pictured here  had just heard the good news about Jesus when he 
was 13 yrs old. He welcomed the Gospel and experienced the forgiveness of Christ. He told his father, 
and he was given an ultimatum “It’s Jesus, or your family.” “I choose Jesus” he said. 
 
His father beat him and cut his face while his brothers and sisters cheered their father on.  
 
He was turned out into the streets of Begi, Ethiopia—he spent the next 6 years scrounging and barely 
surviving. But God grew him up, stabilized him—and eventually—6 years later his father found him 
at the school where he attended. When his dad saw him, he shouted “Is that really you Tariku, or is 
that your ghost” thinking his son had been dead for years. Tariku responded, “Dad, remember six 
years ago, when you kicked me out of your home?” You abandoned me, rejected me, left me for 
dead. But Jesus became my dad. Jesus became my mom, my sister, my brother. Jesus became 
everything I needed.” 
 
His father burst into tears and welcomed him home. When his siblings who had once cheered their 
father on in beating Tariku saw that God had protected him, kept him alive—and that he had forgiven 
their father and them—they all gave their lives to Jesus as well.  
 
A house once ruled by the iron hand of religion—transformed by the power of Jesus’ forgiveness—
transformed by the Gospel of grace.  
 
Transition: Today we are looking at a similar story. Not in the details, but in the manifest forgiveness 
that Jesus shows sinners, and the invitation to a life of grace for the religious. 
Our story today comes out of Luke 7:36-50 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that 
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 
38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then 
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know 
who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered 
him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 
and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts 
of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who 
had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 
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The point of this story is to answer the question “who is this who dares, who presumes to forgive the 
sinner—on his own authority?” 
 
Let’s make some observations from the story relative to Jesus’ astonishing forgiveness and mercy 
for the broken.  
1. Jesus accepted the Pharisee’s dinner invitation, sharing fellowship with 
him (7:36).  

• Dining with someone was significant—it was a gesture of friendship—an initial willingness to 
have table fellowship and an overture of peace. He’s there, in this Pharisees home to debate 
and discuss matters of faith over dinner.  

• The dinner was likely a sabbath dinner which was held after the synagogue service, and 
usually a sprawling banquet. It would have been customary for a prominent rabbi to invite a 
visiting teacher to his home to discuss further the lesson and passages from the evening.  

• Jesus has taken the invitation, though the accusation against him being a drunkard and a 
glutton and associating with the riff raff is still hanging in the air. 

• Jesus is perfectly comfortable hob-knobbing with the well-connected and the wealthy 
religious leaders of his day.  

 
A second observation we make from the story is that… 
2. A woman who was a notorious sinner broke a social rule (7:37).  

• She was a woman with a local reputation. It wasn’t a reputation as a mops leader or a 
volunteer at the local synagogue school—she wasn’t a soccer mom.  

o Now, it’s possible that she could have been the daughter of a camel salesman 
(camels were the largest most unclean animals in the book).  

o She could have been a tax collector though female tax collectors were rare due 
to their lack of education. 

o Or she could have been a leather worker or tanner, but again, females did not 
typically run trade shops though it was not unheard of.  

o But the most likely vocation of choice for this woman was that she was either a single 
prostitute or ran a small brothel, which was tolerated by the local economy of 
Herod.  

• She has brought an Alabaster jar—these were ornate blue-green flasks which held spices or 
perfumes and thousands of them have been found by archeologists. As a pre-deodorant 
society, they would have used natural oils and perfumes to cover the stench of body odors.  
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• The Dinner was in an open central courtyard and it was customary for people from the village 
to come and eavesdrop on rabbinic debates and discussions over dinner. 

• She found Jesus reclining at the U-shaped table. This dinner table is ground level and 
surrounded by rugs and cushions and the ate in a reclined fashion. She apparently cannot reach 
Jesus’ head to anoint him with the expensive perfume, so she kneels at his feet and begins to 
weep.  

• We don’t know at what point she comes to conviction of sin. It could have been hearing Jesus 
at a distance, teach in the open fields. She could have been standing there listening to Jesus 
tell the Pharisee of God’s grace and love for sinners—and how it’s the sick who need the 
doctor, not the well. She could have just responded to a second-hand story of grace and mercy 
and now she is overwhelmed by the gracious presence of Jesus.  

• In any case, this scandalous woman isn’t the least bit worried about what people think of 
her. She has come to confess her sins, to break her jar and bless the savior, to anoint him with 
her tears.  

 
3. The Pharisee’s reaction is self-righteousness and judgment (7:39).  

• This man puts on his best poker face, and he swallows his judgements. Thoughts so secret that 
only God himself would know them. “Some prophet?” He thinks. “A true prophet would know 
better. Not only has she defiled you by touching you, but you have received her gift. This is a 
shameful, Outrageous scandal.”  

• Self-righteousness is the universal sin of the human race. People who are trapped in sin, 
addicted to substances, addicted to religion—all have one thing in common. They—WE—are 
all lost in our sins. Being a white washed hypocrite is the most natural state of the human heart. 
Blind to our own sins while we judge others for theirs. 

• Illus. Being invited to the Post Falls Police department. I was invited to be there by the kind 
officer who pulled me over for breaking the law.  

o One-by-one every sinner freely confessed their sins, and every confession was like a 
wrecking ball to my hardened, self-righteous heart.  

 
The Pharisee has a wrong standard of measurement. It’s not his relative goodness, but the perfect 
holiness of God.  
 
 
And while the uppity Pharisee sits there and looks down his self-righteous nose at others—Jesus is 
reading his inner most thoughts.  
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4. Jesus answers the challenge with a story (7:40-42). 
• Jesus’ parable is the answer to his inner thoughts and accusations. A secret thought that is 

laid bare as Jesus exposes not only his thoughts but the true condition of his heart. The parable 
reveals an irony—it reveals two things: (1) Jesus is a true prophet because he knows the rotten 
self-righteous thought of Simon and (2) Jesus has the authority to forgive.  

• Two men owed a lender two great sums of money. One man owed the lender 5 years’ worth 
of wages (500 Denarii). While, the other man owed only half a year’s worth (50 denari). So, 
the moneylender forgave both of the debts (both owed, and both are unpayable). Now, which 
one of these debtors was more grateful—and which one showed their appreciation to the 
lender more?  

• Jesus has taught masterfully, by asking the man a question that has one, inexorable, 
undeniable answer. The Rabbi replied, “I guess the one who loved more was the one who was 
forgiven of more.” Good. Said Jesus. You are wise.  

 
Sometimes, the only way we can really learn the truth of something is to be led inevitably and 
irreversibly to it.  
 
5. Jesus contrasts their reception of Him (7:44-47). 44 Then he turned toward the 
woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any 
water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not 
give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many 
sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves 
little.” 

• The text says that Jesus “turned and looked at her, but spoke to Simon”  
o The contrasts here could not be more striking. A man who is righteous by every external 

measurement—is still a sinner who owes an unpayable debt to God. But unwilling to 
honor Jesus, to receive him with the honor that is due.  

o But the woman, who was tainted by a lifetime of sinful behavior has repented through 
her tears and her love is costly, putting her in peril by even walking into this dinner. She 
knows the depths of her sin and she loves Christ commensurately.  
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6. Jesus forgives her sin and charges her with living in restoration with God 
(7:48-50). 

• Not only is he a prophet who knows the very thoughts in your mind. Jesus forgoes the temple 
system and forgives her directly. He doesn’t prescribe sacrifices and offerings and religious 
protocols. He simply extends to her (directly) the forgiveness and salvation of God. 

• The natural reaction of Simon’s pious guests is “Who does he think he is? He has presumed 
to speak in the place of God, telling us with authority what God said through Moses and the 
prophets. He obviously knows the thoughts of men that no one else could possibly know. And 
now, he is unilaterally singularly forgiving the most sinful woman in town.  

 
Takeaways 
Christ has come, not just for the healthy and the churched. Jesus has come for the unchurched, the 
irreligious—it is the sick who need the doctor, not those who are well.   
 
Like the woman, we must honor Christ by receiving him for who he is. Only God can know the 
secrets of the heart of man, and only God can forgive sins. And we must bring him honor by receiving 
him in faith and enthusiastically receiving the forgiveness that he offers.  
 
Like the woman, we must be willing to repent through our weeping over sin. Folks the worst place 
we could be in is the smug and self-assured Pharisee who is sure he’s got his ticket punched, his 
religious score card looks good—but that man has measured himself against the wrong standard. He 
is better than her, if he were the standard of good, and she were the standard of evil. But he has 
misjudged. God is the standard—and all of us have fallen short of his glorious standard.  
 
Like the woman, we must go in peace. Living reconciled to God.  
I highly suspect this woman went back to her home and shut down her business if she hadn’t done 
so already.  
 
Her confession cost her livelihood. But Simon’s would have cost him his living as well. As the Pharisees 
made their living by peddling the Oral Torah—man made traditions to the people. 
 
Her name is peace with God.  


