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Intro: Jesus began his ministry in a whirlwind of activity. No sooner does he come up from the 
waters of baptism, then the Spirit leads him out to the arid, forbidding Judean desert to be 
tempted, tested by the devil—the arch-enemy of God and man.  
 
From there, Jesus begins preaching and teaching in synagogues, and announcing the Good News 
of the Kingdom of God—it is the era of Jubilee—freedom from oppression, freedom from sin, 
and God’s favor has come to Israel.  
 
At first, his ministry attracts people by the thousands and Jesus in turn makes  
discipleship demands upon them—requiring decisive action, a vital commitment.  
  
As is the case with success, Jesus is then questioned by those who share their “concerns” over the 
radical nature of his ministry. These concerns are almost always born from unmet 
expectations.  
 

• The Pharisees and scribes want to know why Jesus presumes to operate with such 
authority—how can this man dare forgive a sinner’s sin? Who but God could do such a thing?  

 
• They’re also very concerned about Jesus’ tendency to fellowship with the riff raff. A devout 

rabbi would never be caught dead eating and fellowshipping with tax collectors, and 
proprietors of all manner of shady enterprises.  

 
• John’s disciples expect him to join them in a life of austerity, in long vigils of fasting and 

mourning for the coming of the Messiah. But, Jesus says, the Messiah has come. Time to 
celebrate. This is a wedding party not a funeral. Wipe those dour, somber looks off your faces 
and get your party clothes on, get up on your feet and shout to your God with the voice of 
triumph. THE MESSIAH HAS COME! 

 
Unmet expectations are the source of their frustration with Jesus. They expect him to fit 
into their messiah box, to conform to their social rules, to abide by their longstanding hallowed 
traditions—which they believe are sacred—which they believe are definitive a true spokesman for 
God.  
 
We have come to the end of our series “Nameless: stories of grace for the broken hearted” and there 
is one more nameless person we must meet—but the person in the story with a broken heart is a 
lovesick dad and mother of a nameless child who is at death’s door.  
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Mark 5:21-42 
22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 
23 He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on 
her so that she will be healed and live.” 24 So Jesus went with him. 
A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had been subject to 
bleeding for twelve years.  
Her story is dramatic and an act of great faith which we covered a few weeks ago. She risks much to 
touch Jesus in public, her faith is rewarded and made public; and her life is restored.  
 
35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue leader. 
“Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 
36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 
37 He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 38 When they 
came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing 
loudly. 39 He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead 
but asleep.” 40 But they laughed at him. 
 
After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with 
him, and went in where the child was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” 
(which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 42 Immediately the girl stood up and began to walk 
around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 43 He gave strict orders 
not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 
 
Once again, Jesus crashes another funeral—but this time he is there by invitation.  
 

• Jairus is a synagogue ruler and this means that he is the chief administrator and 
elder of the local house of worship. Synagogues were meeting houses usually devoted to 
community and civil meetings, the reading, singing, and preaching of Torah on the Sabbath. 
Synagogues could only be convened by Jewish law if there were 10 Jewish men to start it, and 
those men were usually the elders with a chief elder or ruler serving as the administrative 
overseer. It is likely that Jesus had already either taught as a guest in this synagogue, or that 
Jairus had intended on inviting him in the future.  

 
• But Jairus is not there to invite Jesus for a speaking engagement. The text says “he fell at his 

feet and pleaded earnestly with him (Jesus)” this was an act of public humility and 
honor. Whatever prejudices Jairus had against Jesus, whether he had been weighing the 
opinions about Jesus’ dangerously subversive teaching or not—the prominent, honored 
synagogue official is humbled by his great and pressing need.  
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• His circumstance was all too common in that world. The child mortality rate was 

high—nearly 60% of all children born would pass away by their mid-teens. Mourning and 
burial rituals were so commonplace that some made a modest living as professional 
mourners, if the extended family could afford them. Burials took place usually the same day 
as death, and so these entrepreneurial mourners were always around waiting for their next 
appointment. Mourning was a public spectacle among the Jews at this time as they pounded 
their chests, played the flute, and cried aloud over the dead body for God to resurrect this 
person at the end of the age. That was the hope of the Jew. Resurrection in the age when the 
Messiah would reign on earth.  

 
• Jesus then asks a ridiculous question, “Why the waterworks? Are you folks in the habit of 

mourning over someone who is only asleep?” What? “That’s right, the girl isn’t dead, she is 
only sleeping.” This statement prompts an eruption of laughter, “Is this a joke. The girl is not 
asleep, ok. No pulse, no breath, no heartbeat—this child has passed.” 

 
Jesus says, “Get out. Um, the door, yeah. Not you Peter, James, John, Mom and Dad—you stay.” He 
walks over and takes that girl by her hand and in Aramaic (Jesus’ native language) he says, Talitha 
koum which means “little girl. Rise up.” 
 
Her little eyes opened, she pops out of the bed and begins walking around to the amazement of them 
all.  
 
Let’s make some reflections of grace from the story… 
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1. A devoted life is no guarantee of being spared adversity. Now, notice the woman 
with the continuous issue of blood—she is a hemophiliac or a menorrhagiac. In either case, she is 
unclean and the inference the Jews’ at this time would draw is “she is not blessed by Yahweh. There’s 
some sin in her life or her past or in her ancestry.com family tree that is responsible for this ailment.” 
 
But Jairus is living proof that this theology of favor for moral devotion and curses for sinful attitudes 
just doesn’t work.  
 
By every measurement Jairus is upstanding, pious and devout, and holds a respectable place of honor 
in the village. And yet, his daughter is on death’s door. Not because God is punishing him for 
something, or trying to teach him a very important lesson. No.  
 
Our life of devotion, alms-giving to the poor, secret acts of faith and generosity—not only do they 
not guarantee that we will be spared a life of adversity but they supply it. God, for whatever reason, 
tends to test the righteous, to try them and see what is in their mettle—to allow adversity even in 
the most upstanding and righteous life. 
 
Continuous blue skies are not evidence that God must favor you, and choppy seas and heartbreak 
may not be evidence that God is against you.  
 
2. Fear is the price of growth. Jesus said to Jairus “fear not, only believe.” Now, don’t get 
me wrong here, I’m not talking about living in such a way that your life is dominated by debilitating 
fear.  
The Scripture says in 2 Tim. 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 
and of a sound mind.  
 

• God has not given us a spirit that is risk-averse. 
• A spirit that is allergic to taking chances for the Kingdom.  
• A spirit that avoids challenges because of the fear of failure, the possibility that you might 

botch the task and be discovered for the fraud that you are. That kind of insecurity can plague 
us and paralyze an otherwise productive life for God and his Kingdom. 

 
But God has given us the Spirit—the Holy Spirit—and he brings power, resurrection life. And he brings 
love—selfless, cruciform love. Love that is formed after the sacrificial ethic of the cross.  
And he brings a sound disciplined mind. Focused on the truth in order to counteract a world of 
plentiful lies.  
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God has not produced within us a heart that fails to risk much for the Kingdom of his Son—but has 
Given us his precious Holy Spirit which stimulates our faith in his power, our love and a surrendered 
thought-life to his truth. 
 
Having said all that, I want you to know that fear is the price of your growth. Because every new 
challenge he gives he has scheduled mercy to equal the challenge.  
And we need that mercy because some of the challenges we face, the losses that threaten us—they 
will shake us to the core, they will induce a natural anxiety and we are going to have to work through 
that fear.  
 
When a teacher wants to help his/her students to level up, the teacher doesn’t give the students a 
notebook full of answers, but problems to solve and tests to take.  
 
And if our hearts fail us—we’ll have to cry out as Peter did when sinking beneath the waves of the 
sea “Help me Lord. My faith is failing. My heart can’t take it. I need your help.” 
 
But even if I had to be rescued at least I walked with Jesus where feet fear to tread.  
 
When the news got worse, and seems to always do that—Jesus had to tell Jairus “Listen to me. Don’t 
be afraid. Have faith. Trust me.” 
 
And if you and I want to grow in our faith, our trusting obedience to Jesus and his Word then we are 
going to face situations that threaten to burn the whole thing down. And we are going to have to 
trust Jesus in the face of certain fear. But that’s the price of admission.  
 
2 Tim. 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. 

• Christ’s resurrection power is mediated to us through his Word.  
• A worship practitioner—practicing our love and adoration for God.  
• Discipling our minds to think rationally, in the face of irrational and unreasonable fear.  
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3.   Environment matters. V.40 says “After he put them all out, he took the child’s father 
and mother and the disciples who were with him, and went in where the child was.” 
 
It’s the spiritual amateurs who surround themselves with noisy doubters. Now, I don’t mean that we 
only have Christian friends, or friends of faith. God has called us to be just like Jesus—a friend of 
sinners.  
 
Many of you spend all day long with people who are far from God and Christ, and some who even 
think they are devout and religious and couldn’t be farther from salvation. 
 
And God wants you to have those friendships, those dinners with folks in your neighborhood—to be 
an inviting and welcoming family church. That’s what God has called us to be for our community.  
 
But in your deepest most interpersonal circle—it is not wise to allow leaky vessels to harbor there. 
Jesus puts the mourners out of the room, and takes with him the disciples—his future leaders; and 
desperate parents who are asking for the miracle.  
 
Illus. I think it’s something hard wired into us from our time in the paradise—in the garden of eden. 
Because we, as people, just love to be in healthy, growing and flourishing environments.  
 
There’s a reason why paradise is described as a verdant and lush garden while the place of their exile 
is described as a barren desert wasteland. The land of nod. I think we have been trying to get back to 
the garden ever since. 
 
And our spiritual and social surroundings matter also.  

• If you’re inner circle is filled with toxic people—that will affect your emotional state.  
• If you’re inner world is grown over with prickly, touchy, and crabby individuals—it will drain 

your heart.  
• If you’re spiritual life doesn’t have brothers and sisters who are agents of God’s grace and 

instruments of his truth to you—you will spiritually dry up and die.  
Right now, you may just need some people of faith and hope in your sanctum sanctorum. 
They should enhance your belief, they should pour accelerant on that spark of hope.  
 
Jesus doesn’t want anyone in the room who doesn’t believe. Not in that room. You can wait in the 
next room. You can see the miracle when the miracle is done—but you don’t get to be in on it.  
The mourners in the story don’t get to participate in the miracle. They get to benefit from it. They 
can greet the young girl and celebrate her return with the family. But they don’t get to partake. 
 
Don’t forget your environment matters.  
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4. Resurrection is the answer. I know. I sound like a broken record and I do so with no 
compunction or hesitation.  
Jesus doesn’t just have a Spirit of power, love and a sound mind for you now. He has a resurrected 
body for you—we will be transmogrified;  
Let me read that hope to you.  
 
1 Cor. 15:35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body 
will they come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of 
wheat or of something else.  
 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it 
is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:1-5, 6 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 
2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 
3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this 
tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be 
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up by life.  
 
7 I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
 
Illus. There are people who study recurring nightmares. The number one fear that people cite—
even more than death: (1) Public speaking. Something about the exposure of being in front of 
people and feeling judged by a peer group is still the number 1 most terrifying fear. 
 


