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Introduction:  
My house is officially finished. And right next door to me is an empty lot where a bunch of kids in 
the neighborhood are trying to build a fort. They’ve been working on this fort for about 1 week and 
half. They march over to the construction site next to me and haul off a bunch of scrap wood bring it 
over to the lot next to me and every day—I can hear little tools hammering away at wood and stone.  

They have this little leaning wooden shack that just looks like it’s going to fall in and it’s a tetanus 
shot waiting to happen.  

And every day—they have to rebuild it—because the winds knock it down.  
The house Jesus has built for us was built by expert hands—it’s tight, and it’s right. And it’s 
done.  
The house of religion that we often try to build for God—is a shoddy shack that is easily blown 
over. 

The work to us is done—the work in us is being done. Jesus invites us into his 
family, into his home adopted as children—we are justified and included by faith.  

Here’s a profound truth—chapter 6 comes after 1-5: I know right? Mind—blown! 

Because the practicalities of the faith come after the theological realities.  

We must understand what is at stake should we deny the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus. The 
foundation of grace. The bedrock truth of our justification and adoption by faith alone.  

We discovered that Christ not only meets God’s standard, but he brings that entire covenant to its 
intended completion. Fulfilled. Filled full. Done.  

By means of the Holy Spirit we have taken hold of this hope—and it has produced in us a heart 
for service. It has produced in us, a strong, unquenchable desire to get to work for our God. It is faith 
working in love. Not faith dormant. Not a dead, inert and inactive faith. But a working faith.  

And a life in faith, nourished by God’s Holy Spirit produces the fruit of a righteousness. A life that 
shows the evidence of the Spirit’s inside-out transformation.  

Transition: Now to the practical peace of Paul’s forensic case. The implications of a life in grace for 
family life.  
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6:1 “Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such 
a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so you also won’t be tempted.”  

1. Who are the ensnared believers?  
• The deceived/those who are trapped: Those who have believed a false gospel.  

• Context: Those “caught in wrongdoing” are those Galatian believers who have embraced the 
Judaizers’ false gospel of works of the law.  

• The unspiritual: “You who are pneukatikoi (spirit-people)”.  
o The hardhearted: here’s a test. Do you find your heart becoming softer, more 

pliable and easily directed in God’s hand—or do you find yourself becoming more 
hardened by bitterness? Bitterness is a poison meant for others that we ingest ourselves. 
Less trusting or more? Less open to relationships or more? The heart can become 
terminally bitter—as we desire to punish others with our silence. To punish them with 
our disapproval. But it’s a poison we intend to give others, yet we ingest it ourselves. 
The hard heart can become increasingly softened before God or it can become 
impenetrable.  

o The Distracted: The unspiritual need help by those who are spiritual. Spirituality is 
distinguished in that it is not carnal. Not this world-obsessed. Refusing to allow the cares 
and trifles of this world to choke off the effectiveness of the gospel. We can get 
distracted by gadgets, stuff, and sports. 

o The Shallow and immature: Do you know that those who are children are in 
the gravest danger. Child-like wonder is a virtue, but not naiveté in the face of grace 
danger. Child-like trust is a good thing, but not foolishness or lack of wisdom. Those 
who choose the path of shallow easy-believism basically have a target painted on their 
backs for the enemy of our souls. They are soft, wide targets for calamity. 

The unspiritual has a heart that has become hardened through bitterness and negligence.  

The heart has maybe become preoccupied and too busy for the things of God.  

The heart is uncultivated and the soil is just too shallow, for a great tree of faith to take root. 
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2. Who are the Spiritual believers? 
“those who are spiritual” is the Greek word pneumatikoi lit. trans. “the Spirit-people.” 

• Those who live by the Spirit (5:16)—Those who have been transformed and made alive by 
the Holy Spirit. See, we’re all born dead—spiritually dead. As spiritually dead people we 
spend all of our time reflexively looking for life.  This is why he says in Gal. 6 that being 
circumcised or not being circumcised is neither here nor there. What matters is a new creation. 
What matters is that a dead person is now alive. A walking spiritual corpse now has the new 
life of the Holy Spirit coursing through their veins.  

• Those who are led by the Spirit (5:18)—drawing life from God and being led by God into a 
life of freedom and righteousness.  

• Those who are learning from the Spirit (5:25). Walking in step is a pedagogical term. To 
walk in step—trying to keep up with a master-teacher/disciple; a parent, an employer—is to 
place ourselves in a learning posture…Like a walk on the beach with my kids. That beach on 
the Oregon Coast is very steep and dangerous for children. So as we walk down the beach, my 
children are instructed to keep up with daddy and to walk in step—not getting too close to 
those sneaker waves that can capture them and take them out to sea.  

• Those who sow to the Spirit (6:8). They reap eternal life. They are unflappable in the face of 
resistance (do not grow weary in doing good). They are resourceful and saavy—making the 
most of every opportunity to do good to their fellow man—particularly those in the family of 
faith.  

o Whatever we put in the ground is what we harvest. And whatever we scatter is what 
we reap. And Spiritual people invest in their spirituality. Like putting squash seeds in the 
ground expecting to get a pumpkin. Not gonna happen. 

o We sow to the Spirit when we cultivate and nourish the mind in God’s life giving word. 
When we commune with God in an intimate relationship.  

Summary: The unspiritual person is trapped—ensnared by deception evidencing either a hard heart, 
a distracted heart, or an easily excitable, surfacey and immature heart. 

The spiritually mature are those who are alive by the Spirit, who are led by the Spirit, who learn from 
the Spirit and who sow to the Spirit. 

The spiritually mature person should restore the unspiritual person. 

SO HOW DO WE RESTORE THOSE WHO ARE UNSPIRITUAL? 
(NEXT PAGE) 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3. How does the spiritual person approach the unspiritual? 
• Restoring them with gentleness (v.1).  
• How do you cross thin ice? Not in full gallop with your heaviest Clydesdale. Gently 

restoring the broken person—broken through deception, through hardness of heart, through 
lazy, cut rate grace—don’t use your knowledge to bludgeon with the truth. Serve them with 
your knowledge. In gentleness of spirit.  
Illus. When Tyler was born God released in me a gentleness that had not been previously 
apart of my life. It was the knowledge that, I can’t break this vulnerable little child. A gentle 
spirit doesn’t bludgeon others with our knowledge. But serves them with the truth. Handling 
the wayward with care.   
The key here is patient endurance. I usually run out of patience with people if I’ve offered 
them advice and they just don’t take it and habituate themselves—I can get a little edgy.  

• Guarding against temptation (1b). “watch yourselves”. Restoring the deceived and the 
unspiritual believer who has rejected the truth and walked away from God is painstaking 
business. Because while we’re trying to pull that person out of the pit, we need to safeguard 
our own hearts. This entire statement presupposes that we will be close enough to be lost. We 
can’t rescue people from the safety of the harbor. Rescue involves involvement. Restoring the 
deceived, impenetrable heart, the hapless and the distracted, the superficial and undeveloped 
believer—that is risky business. If restoring those who are trapped in deception doesn’t cost us 
anything or doesn’t almost wreck us, then we are probably playing it too safe.  

o Illus. The Mormon-Evangelical Conversation. All of us had legitimate concerns Aiding 
and abetting their quest for cultural legitimacy—that was a real concern. After vetting 
both participants—the principle speakers and conversationalists, we decided that it was 
worth the risk. Because rescue of the lost never safe. There is always the potential that 
we will compromise the Gospel. 

• Praying for God to move. Those who are trapped in a self-made hell of addiction, false 
doctrine, and self-worship. A.W. Tozer said, “A man cannot seek God unless God has first 
sought the man” ~ A.W. Tozer. We need to commit to praying for our loved ones and 
neighbors and community. A community trapped in an insidious darkness—a fog of deception.  

We must practice seeking the God who is the seeker of the men and women who 
need salvation.  

• Speaking the truth. In our efforts to kindly restore those who are lost, we must boldly speak 
God’s Word. We are not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus because it is the power of God for 
salvation.  

It simply won’t do us any good in our efforts to evangelize if we have to soften the 
edges of the truth or negotiate the values of the Kingdom to do it.  
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• Carrying their burdnes (6:2). Jesus did two things in his earthly life. 1.) He disciples his 
inner circle so that he could multiply his efforts in the world. 2.) He gathered crowds of 
sinners, and paralytics, and the hungry, and the lepers and outcasts and outlaws. He ministered 
his grace and mercy to the crowds, and trained his faithful 12 which became 72 then became 
120, then became thousands and by the end of the century became millions.  

Any church that chooses to carry the burdens of the anguished masses will attract 
the masses.  

People need the gospel—but they also need help with their marriages.  
People need the gospel—but they also need help raising their kids.  
People need the gospel—but they also need recovering from trauma and pain.  

Jesus spent half his time telling stories, parables and creatively teaching about God’s truths and the 
other half of the time compassionately ministering to the needs of the crowds—no questions asked—
no strings attached.  

• Boasting in the cross of Christ alone (6:14). We don’t brag about our buildings, our efforts, 
our accomplishments. We don’t boast about anything other than the cross.  

Illus. Kid who fixed my windshield. We chatted while waiting he reflexively told me 
about all that he had done for Christ.  

But we boast not in what we have accomplished for Jesus—we boast in what Jesus 
accomplished for us and in us.  

Jesus the Messiah turned the world upside down. Because he came and was found in appearance 
as a man, living among us, meeting our needs and telling us the truth and praying to God the Father 
for us.  

And if we’re going to be change agents in the world—for God’s Kingdom we must follow his 
example.  

And this is why we don’t preach salvation by works or ethnic pedigree. Because it doesn’t work. All 
it does it strap heavy burdens on the already burdened soul—too much freight to carry on a frame 
that cannot sustain it.  

This is why we preach salvation in God’s true Messiah by faith—why the cross is central to our 
theology. Why God’s saving work by the power of the Spirit and by the preaching of the faithful is so 
central to our mission.  
It’s palm Sunday
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