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Introduction: The art forgery market is in a state of critical mass. Never before has there been so 
many fakes of famous art on the market—so many and so convincing.  

Experts say that nearly half the art on the international market could be forged. 

The art scams are becoming better with the advent of technology. Every year a new con is 
perpetrated and sold for millions. 

New technologies are also the key to identifying and catching the scammers. Infrared and genetic 
tests all help art dealers to determine fakes from the real deal.  

The forgery market is possible because the real thing exists. A fake is a knock off and it can look so 
real, so convincing that one may be tempted to buy in before you realize just how phony it is. That 
you’ve been hoodwinked—conned. 

We noted last week that Paul’s dilemma with the Galatian Christians is that the Judaizers have come 
to his converts and the churches he left behind and this Jewish faction broken off from the church in 
Jerusalem has been preaching a different Gospel (heteros)—not that there is another Gospel (allos) 
but it is in fact another (para) gospel that looks so deceptively close—using the same terminology. 
Adopting many of the same customs and vocabulary—but in reality these false gospels are just really 
convincing forgeries.  

And the test of a fake is always as we hold it up to the light of the original.  

Transition: Today Paul is going to continue his assertion that his Gospel is revealed by Christ and 
not contrived by men. It is from God not human agency.  

It is the Gospel of Jesus that was originally given to the church and has survived the hammer of 
heresy throughout the ages, and has withstood the test of time.  

Scripture: Galatians 1:11-24 
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The very first thing that Paul wants to show is that his apostleship is legit because he received it 
by way of revelation from Christ, and that Gospel is the uniquely sufficient message for 
salvation from sin.  

1.The Origin of Paul’s Message (1: 11-12)  
• By Revelation: “God’s communication to people concerning himself, his moral standards, and 

his plan of salvation in Jesus the Messiah.” It is divine self-disclosure. Other religions and 
philosophies are consumed with the pursuit—the endless quest for God. But the historic 
Christian faith (biblical Christianity) is preoccupied with God’s pursuit of lost humankind. 
And God has revealed himself, according to the Bible—in 2 ways.  

o General Revelation: So look at what Paul says can be known about God… 
▪ Creation: Romans 1:19ff. 19 since what may be known about God is plain to 

them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are 
without excuse. Paul uses 3 verbs to describe the state of the art in general or 
natural revelation: 1.) may be known, 2.) understood/plain, 3.) clear/clearly seen. 
And what may be known, understood, and clear are God’s invisible qualities. He 
is eternal and a being of enormous unfathomable power. His being is essentially 
divine and spiritual not human and corporeal. 

▪ Conscience: Romans 2:14-15 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even 
though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law 
are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 

o Special Revelation:  
▪ The living Word of God: Incarnated/embodied John 1:14 “14 The Word became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us.” Heb. 1:1-3 “In the past God spoke to our 
ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.”  

▪ The written Word of God: Inscripturated/canonized. 2 Tim. 3:15-16 “the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 
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• Personal Revelation: Ephesians I did a little facebook survey this past week and asked the 
question: Does God still give believers revelation today? And the answers were varied and 
fascinating. Everything from “YES. Dreams, visions, words of knowledge and prophecy” to 
“Not so much. Illumination of the Scriptures only.” I think the consensus in that informal 
survey was “of course God still speaks and reveals his will to us.”  

And I would say I have to affirm this.  
1:17-19  “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably 
great power for us who believe.” 

Can God still reveal his will to the modern day Christian? The answer is “yes” of course the 
Sovereign God may do whatsoever he desires to do. If God has called you to the mission field then 
how do you know you’re supposed to be in China or Mexico or west Africa? Of course God can and 
does lead and direct us. Of course he will illuminate his Word that we may understand it and explain 
it to others. Of course God may “speak” or get a message to you about a personal situation in your 
life. Who can deny that God the Holy Spirit is a present, transforming, speaking reality in our lives.   

But I want to caution you and give you some biblical delimiters. These are parameters that are both 
biblical and reasonable and perfectly logical. 
Delimitations 
God will never reveal to you… 

• Another/New-and-Improved Gospel: That’s how cults get started folks. God is not going to 
give you or anyone else (and has not given you or anyone else) Special revelation/New 
Truth/A Revised or Completed “gospel” in addition to what he’s already revealed in the 
Bible. Because the Bible is thorough and complete—able to equip the man or woman for the 
Christian life—we have no need of any new revelation. We have a sufficient Scripture in the 
Bible to be “comprehensively outfitted” for the Christian life. And when God speaks to you it 
will be first and foremost to open the eyes of your heart to enlighten you to the truth of his 
revealed Word. And if God isn’t doing that in your life then he isn’t doing anything else 
because that’s his first priority for you as a believer. God will never contradict his revealed 
truth in the Bible. So let’s say you don’t believe that the Bible is God’s only written Word. 
Good look proving that. 

o In terms of its textual pedigree and its internal coherence. The Bible is the best 
attested work of antiquity. A remarkably well preserved Testament based on thousands 
of original language manuscripts, and an astonishingly lucid account—which bears all 
the earmarks of internal coherence. I don’t need to know anything at all beyond the 
books of the Bible about Heaven, Hell, creation, angels, salvation and Christ nor the 
constitution of humankind—I need nothing outside of the Bible to fully equip/outfit me 
for my best possible Christian life. So far as any extra-biblical book (commentary, 
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theology book, Christian living, poetry) helps me to understand and apply God’s 
revealed Word—the Bible—those books may be helpful. But they are never to be on par 
with Scripture, and not to be trusted if they expressly contradict what’s revealed in the 
Bible.  

God will never tell you to… 
•  Violate the values of the Gospel: To put it bluntly, if I had a nickel for every time someone 

told me, “Pastor Jeff, God told me _________”—and it turns out that what God allegedly told 
them is a direct violation of Kingdom values—or the ethical principles of the Gospel of Jesus? 
I’d have a big bag of nickels. In particular if your so-called word from the Lord causes you to 
violate your relationships with people made in his image.  

Here’s one I found… 

!  
Is God ever going to tell or reveal to you to hate someone? Is this what Jesus dying and hanging on a 
cross means? Is this the message of the Gospel?  

The answer is no! John 3:16. For God so loved the world that he sent his only Son… 

Love is relentless—it won’t give up.  
Love is self-less—it thinks of others.  
Love doesn’t crave what it doesn’t have.  
It doesn’t strut or swagger.  
It doesn’t vaunt itself as something special.  
It isn’t aggressive and bellicose—it is easygoing.  
Love doesn’t come unhinged when others are in the wrong. 
It doesn’t tally the sins of fellow believers.  
It doesn’t revel in the failure of rivals. 
Love celebrates the truth, tolerates the intolerable, trusts when hope seems lost, assumes the 
best in people, and endures with unflinching commitment—right to the bitter end. Love cannot 
fail (1 Cor. 13:4-8). 
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We believe in Apostolic prerogative—that (R)evelation about Christ and the Gospel is 
proprietary to the Apostles. All revelation about Jesus and doctrine comes from them or authorized 
associates such as Luke and Mark.  

We should not discount the (r)evelation of God’s will, his encouragement, his direction, his 
power—in our individual circumstances.  

But that revelation will never contradict the Gospel given to Christ’s original Apostles and 
followers. 

Galatians 1:11-12: Not man’s gospel—not contrived by the imagination of men. But received directly 
from Christ himself—given to Paul, and confirmed by the community of Apostles in the first century. 
And since they have all been dead for 1900 years—and since their words have been preserved in a 
book with the best textual pedigree and the greatest degree of internal coherence—we have the 
Gospel of Jesus and have had it for 2000 years.  

The first thing Jesus reveals to us is our need for his grace and the depths of our lost-ness. Look at 
Paul’s pattern here… 

2.The Transformation of Paul’s Life (1: 13-24)  

The Takeaways…  
• His pre-conversion: In need of grace (1: 13-14)  

In vv. 13-14 Paul acknowledges the grounds of his condemnation. A violent persecutor of the 
Church of God’s only Son.  Paul knows that there is no wretch, no sinner who is out of the reach 
of God’s amazing grace.  

If you thought for one second that you were somehow too bad for God—too far gone or sinful for 
the Gospel of grace. Just consider Paul. Once a fierce opponent of Christ through violence. 
Jihaddi Paul.  
On a holy quest to rid Christianity from the face of the earth.  

v.14 “How I was advancing in Judaism…in my ancestors’ traditions”. Paul wasn’t just a wretch, a 
persecutor of God’s holy people—opposing God himself. But Paul was the valedictorian of the 
Jerusalem academy. If anybody deserved salvation it would be this thoroughbred zealous rabbinic 
student.  

But when Paul received the revelation of the Gospel of grace he knew that his past as a sinner, 
and his resume as a saint—none of it—none of it was of any account. And he abandoned all hope 
of salvation through effort and religious zeal.  
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• His conversion: God’s work of grace (1: 15-16a) 

Paul, like us, is chosen before the foundation of the world. He is elected before he was ever 
born. Now God elects for his own reasons.  

• His post-conversion: A life in grace (1: 16b-24) 

Scholar Author Pink once aptly stated,  
 “Just as the sinner’s despair of any hope from himself is the first prerequisite of a sound 
conversion, so the loss of all confidence in himself is the first essential in the believer’s growth in 
grace…Repentance is the hand releasing those filthy objects it had previously clung to so 
tenaciously. Faith is extending an empty hand to God to receive His gift of grace.” ~ A.W. Pink 

Paul had to remind the Galatians of his pre-conversion life—a life before he received the divine 
revelation of the Gospel. 

Grace is made possible when we abandon all confidence in human effort. Through works of the 
flesh. By reciting our spiritual resumes of accomplishment to God. If you are still that you haven’t 
even begun to encounter—you haven’t even started to imbibe what Luther called, “100 proof 
grace.” 


