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1.  Paul’s Reasserts his Authority (2:1-10): Paul has already established that his authority among 
the Galatian converts has been called into question. The Judaizers—that influential faction of Jewish 
followers of Christ—had bad mouthed Paul’s apostleship and Paul means to reaffirm his apostolic 
authority. He does that in two ways in this chapter. In vv. 1-10, Paul shows that his gospel of grace 
and faith among the gentiles was not only compatible with the gospel Peter, James and John were 
preaching among the Jews, but it was confirmed to be the one and only Gospel that Jesus has given 
to the church.  

Paul’s application of this gospel was among those non-Jews who were far from God and had no 
knowledge or no interest in practicing the particulars of OT religion.  

And Peter, James and John’s efforts were still among the Jewish people in Israel and all the Jews 
scattered across the Mediterranean.  

So first, Paul is showing them that his gospel was affirmed and embraced fully by those at the 
highest levels of leadership in Jerusalem.  

Secondly, Paul illustrates his authority as an Apostle of Christ by publicly (and successfully) 
rebuking Peter’s hypocrisy with regards to dietary practices (vv. 11-14).   

• After 14 years bringing Barnabas (a Jew) and Titus (a Gentile) (2:1). 
• In response to a revelation (Jesus obviously felt it was time) and met privately with the 

“Pillars” or “Influential leaders” (2:2a). 
• To set before them his gospel to the gentiles—to verify that it had not been a vain or empty 

effort (2:2b). 
• Titus wasn’t compelled by Peter, James, and John to be circumcised (2:3). 
• False brothers infiltrated to spy on their freedom (from the marks of Judaism) and attempted to 

re-enslave them once again (2:4). 
• Paul, Peter, James, John, Barnabas and Titus did not yield or even hesitate to alter the gospel 

of freedom in Christ (2:5). If this had not happened then they would never have preached to 
the Galatians. The gospel would have remained a localized and limited Jewish sect, like 
Pharisaism or Essenic Judaism.  

• The influential “Pillars” added nothing to Paul’s gospel. They felt no need to complete it or 
revise it in any way (2:6).  

• The pillars affirmed that it was the same gospel (to Jews and Gentiles) (2:7).  
• And the same Spirit working through both Paul and Peter among these groups (2:8). 
• Extended “the right hand of fellowship” was a handshake in the ancient world—grabbing the 

forearm and entering into a partnership or business venture (2:9).  
o Confirmed the gospel’s call to minister to the poor (2:10). 
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Summary: The pillars of the church affirmed and embraced Paul’s message of salvation by grace 
through faith alone. It was confirmed that this was their gospel to the Jews and Paul’s emphasis on 
this with the Gentiles was dead on. Bull’s-eye.  

They had an entered a pact to preach this gospel to both Jews and Greeks and this partnership was 
confirmed at the highest level of the church’s leadership. 

2. Paul Rebukes Peter in Antioch (2:11-14) 
• Paul opposed Peter publicly in Antioch (2:11). 
• Peter ate freely with Gentile converts and then separated himself through dietary restrictions 

with a very influential faction from Jerusalem (2:12). 
• Jews followed Peter as the most influential person and even Barnabas got caught up in this 

hypocrisy (2:13). 
• Paul openly corrected Peter in order to save them from this nonsense (2:14).  

Practical Application: 
The Greeks in the ancient world were big on their theater—but they hadn’t quite perfected their 
makeup techniques. So they simply created these masks at the end of a stick, performing their plays 
behind this false character they wore on stage. This idea of wearing a false face in front of an 
audience—performing a part, and then revealing one’s truer face/self backstage was called 
hupokrites. Where we get the term “hypocrite/hypocrisy” 

"Hypocrisy" or variations of it appear 17 times in the NIV translation of the Bible. Often it is Christ 
calling people hypocrites (Matthew 6:2, 5, 16; 7:5; 15:7; 22:18; 23:13, 15; 23:23, 25, 27, 29; 24:51; 
Mark 7:6; Luke 6:42; 12:56; and 13:15). Jesus’ favorite pejorative term for the Pharisees was “You 
Hypocrites!”  

Hypocrisy is merely a selective outrage over sin.  
It is the public devotion of beliefs or doctrines that are privately disavowed by a life that refuses to 
conform. In Jesus’ day the Pharisees condemned certain ritual hand washing practices—or their 
absence among Jesus and followers, while tolerating their own brazen disobedience to God’s Word—
love your neighbor as yourself. Honor your father and your mother. The Pharisees and later the 
Judaizers, would be well known for this selective righteous indignation. 

And today hypocrisy manifests in the church all too often. We have a particular laser-beam 
indignation for alcohol and tobacco—but then think nothing of gorging ourselves at the church 
potluck.  

We are outraged over laws that favor homosexuals and the transgender—but think nothing, don’t 
even flinch at gossiping and spreading false rumors about others—or backbiting and sowing division 
in the church—sins that Paul puts on the same level as sexual deviance in Rom. 1. 
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Yes, hypocrisy is everywhere. It is atmospheric and in the very air we breathe. And that’s we must be 
on guard against it. Here’s why.   

Why hypocrisy is so damaging to our witness.  
First, hypocrisy damages the reputation of God’s people. When the people who believe it don’t 
have lives that conform to it—the people who don’t believe our doctrines doubt its efficacy and 
ability to actually transform anyone. If your message is about a life Changing God who saves and 
renews us by grace—but there is no evidence or fruit in our lives that we have been altered and 
changed for the better by our grace—then this is cause for doubters to keep doubting it.  

What exactly were the Greek Christians in Antioch or any other region to think—now that it was 
apparent that there really is an elite group of Christians that know Jesus better than the rest of us. 
And Peter proves he really believes that even though he’s been having table fellowship with the scum 
of the earth. He’s really showing us what he thinks of us by separating himself with the Jews through 
their peculiar dietary restrictions. 

If Peter and the Jews that followed him into this public display of hypocrisy—if they were 
susceptible to it then all of us are possible targets.  

The next reason why it’s so damaging to the church… 
Second, hypocrisy dilutes the purity of the Gospel. The Good news of Jesus isn’t rocket science—
and it’s not accompanied by some circuitous and complex set of laws. It’s so simple a little 7 year old 
can understand it. And when we engage in religious hypocrisy—claiming to believe and cling to the 
Gospel of grace—but acting toward others as if we are still in slavery to all the particulars of the 
Mosaic ritual law—well, we’re just weakening and attenuating the pure message of salvation and 
justification by faith.  

Peter was doing this by hobnobbing with his elitist Jewish friends. He was denying the Gospel’s pure 
and simple message that God loved the world so much, that he sent his only Son so that all who 
believe on him may have everlasting life and escape sure condemnation.  

Third, hypocrisy distorts our view of others. You see, when a person is trying to perpetuate a false 
image of themselves instead of living in the light and freedom of grace—they get caught up into 
trying to appear holy and righteous to others. They bootstrap their piety and then project that 
artificial standard onto all those around them. Anyone who has ever been judged and condemned 
before they’ve been tried—could’ve been through gossip or innuendo. Sometimes, a person’s 
judgmentalism will be directly proportional to their cover up of a secret sin. A person who’s pride of 
stature, or position is a front for a secret life where something is out of control. 
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And Peter is experiencing this. Hypocrisy has distorted his view of the gentile believers in Antioch. 
Gentile “sinners” as Paul refers to them here. Which is sarcasm in the text.  

When we see life through the lenses of grace we are less apt to pass judgment on others. 
Particularly before we have all the relevant information. 

What is the antidote to our natural tendency towards hypocrisy?  
A life of vulnerability—be real. I’ve never met a vulnerable Pharisee. One of the most difficult 
things about human relationships is that they are such risky things. Being vulnerable to someone you 
trust is absolutely critical. A person who has your back. Is a trusted confidant. The moment we open 
our lives up to genuine god-honoring relationships, we become vulnerable and Pharisees are by 
definition, not vulnerable people. They insist on being seen as holy and polished. Heaven forbid that 
we discover that one of these religious statues is actually like the rest of us. A real person with real 
problems and hang-ups.  

This was Peter’s problem, according to Paul. He wanted to maintain this veneer of religiosity—he 
wanted to show these devout Jews that he was a just as devout as they were. Paul says, “he feared 
this faction.” When we fear a faction in the church—a group of people who will judge us as less than 
spiritual—then we hide what is true. And we practice hypocrisy.  

The second antidote to a life of destructive hypocrisy is… 
A life of accountability—be responsible. Just because we all have issues does not mean we should 
be given to lazy-easy-believism. The fact that we all struggle and need to be vulnerable—doesn’t 
justify a life of cheap grace—cut rate mercy. Grace saves us and it also transforms us. Who is your 
accountability? Who is on the inner circle—someone that you trust with your hangups and 
inadequacies?  

Paul holds Peter accountable for his actions. And I highly suspect that the story ends well. If it didn’t, 
Christianity would likely never have made it out of the first century.  

A life of freedom in the Holy Spirit—be free. It is for freedom that Christ set you free. First, you’ve 
been set free from the burden of sin. Then, we’ve been set free to live in the life of Christ producing 
a harvest of right living and thinking. We don’t live in freedom as a license to sin. But we don’t feel 
obligated to follow a contrived religious law in addition to the Gospel either.   
Some faction that was always the morality police.  

Brian and I met with a couple who had been abused at this church. Their leaders came in to meet 
with us and reamed us for showing this couple grace.  
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After they left Brian said, “Wow. I just feel like I met with the Sanhedrin.” All I could think of was 
this verse right here. Spying on our freedom in the Holy Spirit to once again entangle us in contrived, 
manmade religion.  

3. Paul makes his case for Justification by Faith (2:15-21).  
• He cites the fact that they (the Jews) were also saved and justified by faith in Christ’s free gift 

of salvation (2:15-16). They had an Abrahamic pedigree (Jews by birth) and yet they were also 
compelled to believe in Christ Jesus for salvation.  

• Rhetorical question: “If I rebuild the wall of hostility which used to separate us—through the 
marks of Torah—the works of the Law: Circumcision, dietary laws and Sabbath observance—
then I find myself right back in the same situation I was in before I believed in Jesus. I need 
salvation from sin. To be declared in the right before God—and the Law cannot do that.  

• The Law is your accuser not your savior. The law condemns you as a sinner because no Jew 
and no Greek have ever been able to keep it or live up to it.  

• Life comes, not through perfectionism, but by the perfect lamb of God. I am crucified with 
him. And the life I live in the flesh is not a life of marks of Judasim in the flesh. But a life in 
the Spirit. Made alive again through Christ by faith. No longer condemned but set free to live 
free. 

Summary: To reassert the need to obey the Law both in its distinguishing ethnic markers and all the 
laws that attend those ethnic markers—one would deny the gospel of Christ. If righteousness could 
be obtained by the law then Christ’s crucifixion was for nothing. And the whole thing is just a sham.  

But we do not nullify the Gospel of grace.  

What would nullify the Gospel of grace?   

We nullify the grace of God when we morph the message of the cross into a message of burdensome 
and perfectionistic religion.  

We abolish the grace of Jesus when we exchange the freedom and liberty of the Holy Spirit for a 
carefully scored routine of religious liturgy.  

We nullify God’s grace when we wear the vestments of smarmy pharisaism—instead putting on 
Christ and his radical grace for others.  


