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Recap: In the past 4 weeks we’ve discovered that the Galatians were scammed into believing that… 
• Paul’s apostleship was inferior.  
• Paul’s Gospel was incomplete and insufficient. 
• Paul’s converts weren’t included (the Galatians) were not yet the people of God.  

Last week we see that Paul… 
• Made a water tight legal argument against legalistic salvation. 

o Paul argued his case from the Galatians Experience of the Spirit.  
o Paul argued his case from Scripture: Abraham’s faith and the curse of the law. 

• This week he’ll continue his argument from analogy/analogical arguments. 
o The superiority of justification by faith and not the law.  

But let’s pause and ask: “What ‘law’ is he referring to here?” 

In the OT, there are essential 3 categories of laws: 
1) Ritual/Ceremonial Laws (Lev. 19-26). These laws govern the corporate worship at 

tabernacle. Now it is clear that the NT teaches that all the ritual and ceremonial laws of 
Judaism have been fulfilled or filled full in the sacrifice of Jesus God’s Messiah. If you 
want to read an interesting book on that try the book of Hebrews.  

The 2nd category of OT law was… 
2) Civil/Domestic Laws (Deuteronomy). These laws govern domestic and social life.  

Many of the civil and domestic laws, while moral in nature, are particular to Israel in the land
—and so when we are talking about the people of God who are not ethnic Jews who don’t live 
in the land—then many of the civil and domestic laws simply wouldn’t apply. Jesus has 
brought that uniquely ethnic and local laws to their intended completion.  

3) Moral Laws (Exodus 20). These laws are apodictic, or irrefutable statutes. 
What about the Moral Law of God? Surely Paul is not here referring to those universal moral 
principles that are transcultural and apodictic—irrefutable and self-evident?  

Paul is here targeting the moral law code… 
• Galatians 4:23-25 “But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of 

the free woman was born through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these 
women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is 
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for 
she is in slavery with her children.” “from mount sinai” is the moral law in the 10 
commandments. 

• Romans 7:8 “Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not 
have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’” 

• Romans 10:5 “For Moses writes about a righteousness (right standing) that is based on the 
law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.” 

• 1 Tim. 1:9-10 “Understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike 
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their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice 
homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.” 

Paul is talking about the entirety of the Mosaic law, in particular the moral law, the Decalogue—10 
commands and all the sub categories of moral laws that fall under each of those.  

So what does Paul teach about God’s law?  
1. The law postdates the promise (Gal. 3:15-18).  
v. 15 “for example, in the case of an irrevocable trust, no one can add to it or annul it once it has 
been certified/ratified.” In this analogy, he compares God’s grace covenant with Abraham to an 
irrevocable trust. A unilateral promise to perform the covenant regardless of the stance of the 
beneficiary. This binding trust is irreversible in nature and cannot be amended, nor annulled by a 
later document. He speaks of this trust with regards to 3 things:  

• The beneficiary 
• The date 
• The conditions of the inheritance 

Illus. When my dad was tragically killed when I was 14. Struck by a semi driven by a drunk 
driver. His savings and life insurance went into an irrevocable trust—meaning—my brother and I 
were the beneficiaries. We could not get that trust till we were 18 years of age. And it came with 
certain terms attached to it.  

This is precisely the example that Paul uses for the Galatians here… 
The beneficiary is not “heirs” or “offsprings” but one (singular) offspring. Which is what the 
Hebrew text says. Paul refutes popular rabbinic teaching that this is a collective plural. One nation or 
one people. It is one person. The heir. And Paul says—that Yeshua from Nazareth. God’s only son.  

The Date of the unilateral grace covenant with Abraham was 430 years prior to the Law covenant.  

The Conditions of the covenant were a promissory note which is accepted by faith. God made a 
promise to make him a great nation, to bless all nations through him, and to set the world aright. That 
promise by faith comes 430 years before the official covenant of circumcision, the giving of dietary 
laws and the Sabbath observance and tabernacle festivals.  

The law post dates the promise and does not annul nor does it amend the original promise to bring 
salvation and great light to the Gentile world. Through an heir—a Son—God’s messiah.  
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2. The law is a gift from God (Gal 3:19-20).  
He asks, “What then is the purpose of the law?” The law, he says, was given because of the increase 
of transgressions. Transgression is another word for sin. It means to miss the established mark. 
Whether by a mile or a millimeter—the target has not been hit. The participant has been 
disqualified from the competition.  

In other words the law of Moses was given as a restraining force to keep 
Israel from total moral oblivion. 

The law is a gift to us because… 
Illus. Without the moral law of God, civilized societies wouldn’t even be possible. The Mosaic 
covenant in particular helped to hold Israel together—giving it basic human principles—moral 
restraints.  

But we should see the Mosaic law and the various moral laws contained in it—as given by the one 
true God.  

Which leads us to our next observation…  
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3. The law is holy (Gal. 3:22-23).  
Look at what Paul states about the Mosaic law in Romans… 
Rom. 7:12-13 “So the law is holy, righteous…Did that which is good, then, bring death to 
me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good (the law), in 
order that sin might be shown to be sin (because of God’s holy and righteous standard), 
and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.”

How is sin “shown to be sin” by the law. That’s what the law does. It shows us God’s righteous 
standard and how far we’ve fallen from it.  

Romans 3:20 “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin.” 

Illus. Today most do not believe this doctrine. Millenials and Gen Xers don’t buy it. And don’t 
have a biblical worldview.  

• Romans 1 Paul tells the Roman Christians that humanity is lost in sin and the gentiles in 
particular are far from God.  

• Rom. 2 he turns that point onto his fellow Jews. You who uphold the moral law of God in 
the OT—do you break it? You who quote Leviticus and Deuteronomy against stealing—do 
you steal? Have you sinned lately?  

• Rom. 3 he sums his case by citing a psalm which states that none are righteous, no one 
seeks. Every person—Jew and Gentile alike are doomed to failure through sin. For all have 
sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious standard.  

And that standard is the moral law of God. All of us have broken it.  

Paul says in Galatians that the law has imprisoned—or really revealed the state of imprisonment 
under sin. Because it reveals God’s holy and righteous standard.  

Which leads us to our next observation about the law…  
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4. The law is good (Gal. 3:21-22).  
Because it is from God it is good. He asks, is the law contradictory to the promise? Of course not. It 
serves a complimentary purpose.  
Rom. 7:12 “So the law is…good.” He asks, again in Rom. 7 “Did that which is good (that is, the law 
that comes from God) bring death to me? No not really. It was my sinful nature aroused and 
stimulated by the righteous standard of God—which again, is good!” 

• The moral law of God is an extension, or stems from his good and perfectly moral nature. 
God is the ultimate existential foundation of all goodness.  

• The law is not running at cross-purposes to the promise of grace given to Abraham. It is not at 
odds with Abraham’s model of faith—believing and trusting in a promise made.  

• It is complimentary in that it shows us the goodness of God and how good life could be had 
we not fallen into sin. 

God’s very own nature is the ultimate foundation for the Law. God is essentially good and the moral 
values and duties he’s given human beings made in his image are good laws.  

Illus. I remember when my dad corrected my brother and I growing up. We had made some 
bottle bombs blew up some small trees and basically raised hades that summer afternoon. Well we 
knew we were in for it. Dad got home around midnight and you could hear him walking. He softly 
just told us how disappointed he was. It was the most effective thing he ever did to discipline us.  

He revealed his standard—we had blown it. We disappointed him personally. More effective than 
any beating.  

But I wish my dad was the existential foundation of his rules. But he wasn’t. He screamed, and 
cursed our mother, and he belittled her and made her feel 2 inch. Tall all the time. Verbal abuse.  

Summary: The natural question comes “so if the law is holy and good—a gift from God, then why 
is there evil in the world?” The first and better question is “How have we gotten a notion of evil in 
the first place? How have we come to know that certain things are just morally evil? It’s because we 
have an objective standard by which to judge it.” 

God’s law is gift from the one God of Israel.  

God’s moral law reveals a righteous standard and that we are imprisoned under sin—because we 
have broken it.  

God’s moral law is good—it isn’t contrary to the promise of salvation but is complimentary. It leads 
us to the conviction of our sin as we are convinced we have broken it. 
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5. The law is powerless to save (Gal 3:21, 23-26).  
So we see then, he states, that no one can be justified—that is acquitted of sin and receive right 
standing in God’s court room—no one will be justified in his sight by means of fastidious 
compliance to the law.  
Because all the law can do is inform you of the standard. It can’t actually help you meet it.  
Rom. 8:3 “For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh.” 

The Galatians passage states that the law was our… 
• Jailer. An impartial guard who has no choice but to keep us bound in the prison of trying 

harder but never really measuring up.  
• Guardian/Pedagogue. First he compares the law to a jailer—the one who manages our 

incarceration because we have broken the law. Then he uses this imagery of a Guardian, a 
pedagogue. The pedagogue is a disciplinarian leading us to the didaskalos—the wise 
teacher. The wise teacher lights the candle of the young mind with wisdom and knowledge. 
The pedagogue disciplines and whips the child who does not master his lessons. The teacher 
enlightens the path of learning, illuminating the eyes of the heart. The pedagogue merely 
chaperons the child to school.  

Illus. The law is like a traffic manual. Not a law in it can empower you to obey it (as many of you 
well know). The manual can’t possibly supply you with the resources you need to buy a car, gain the 
experience, supply you with depth perception and rational good judgment. All the traffic laws can do 
for you is to give you the parameters for driving but not the power.  

And the law of Moses can only give you the parameters for a moral life. But can’t possibly empower 
you to live a moral life.  

The law is good because it comes from God and is in fact a reflection of his moral nature.  

The law is holy because God is holy and shows us just how far we’ve fallen.  

The law is powerless to save us because its only function is to inform us not to empower us. It 
guarded and kept the people of God from moral oblivion until the people were delivered to their 
teacher—Jesus. God’s messiah and Lord.  

And now we have sonship in Christ. Now we have adoption into his family. In faith we have put our 
full trust in Jesus to save us, to sanctify us, to complete the work that he started in us.  

Conclusion. Do you know why I love my wife and am committed to her. Not because I read about 
her in a book.  
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Not because I’ve been commanded though I embrace God’s moral commands to be faithful and 
honor my commitment.  

It’s because I have a relationship with her. A life we’ve built together. I still date my wife. Every day 
off is all hers. And whether that turns into a long lunch, dinner, window shopping or a project—I love 
that woman and am faithful to her because I have experienced the grace of her kindness. I have 
experienced the mercy and warmth of her love. And I could not love a human being more.  

And I love and obey and follow God—not because of a list things he instruct me to do. Thought he 
owes me nothing more than a set of rules to follow. I love and obey and remain faithful to him 
because I have experienced the intoxicating and life changing power of his grace. I have encountered 
the 100 proof mercy and kindness. The image of his one and only Son—his only heir—hanging from 
a cursed tree—taking my punishment and giving me life—new life in the Spirit. Well that’s the 
greatest gift I think a person could ever imagine. And I love him and want to remain obedient and 
faithful because my moral duties and his ethical demands are framed by his relentless love and his 
amazing, epic grace.  

Have you ever received a gift so amazing—so gracious—that it just inspired you to do right by the 
gift giver? And this is our motivation for obedience.  

Without his law I would not even know that I was an unacceptable wretch. But his law leads me 
inexorably to his grace—because it shows me how much I need it.  

Let’s pray 


