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Paul’s Summary Case (5:1-12) 

Set Free from Legalism to Christian Liberty. 
Paul begins by telling the Galatians they have been set free to live free—not to live again under the 
yoke of the Circumcision covenant with all it’s attending laws.  
v.1 “For freedom Christ has set you free.” 

• Stand firm in your freedom (5:1) In order to keep our lives from veering off into worthless 
religion—in order to keep our natural human tendency in check—or tendency to morph the 
gospel of grace in the Son into a message of Jesus + anything else—we must be intentional 
and stand firm in our faith.  

o Illus. Playing football we used to play this game called “Bull in the Ring.” The 
coach would put you in the middle of the team encircled around you and randomly 
throw the ball to someone on the perimeter. As soon as the ball touched his hands and 
that whistle blew that runner would try to plow right through it. It really wasn’t a 
running or ball handling exercise so much as it was tackling drill. You had stay in the 
middle of that circle and brace yourself for the hit and attempt to take your opponent 
down. Now I was pretty good at tackling low so I never had much problems. But some 
of the guys on the team would be mercilessly tormented after they had just been plowed 
down and failed to tackle the runner. Usually do to a poor footing. Usually because they 
weren’t firm and sure in their stance—anchoring themselves for the moment of impact.  

o And Paul is telling the Galatians—if you are to resist the temptation to fall back again 
into the enslavement of any religious system that overwhelms you with legalism and 
religion—you are to stand firm, stand your ground. Plant yourself in the knowledge that 
you belong to Jesus as an adopted son into his family. You have been saved by grace. 
Justified by faith. And as a people—you are the people of God. You’re not waiting to 
become the people of God if you can just be good enough for it.  

v.2 “If you accept circumcision Christ will be of no value to you…” 
• Don’t devalue the cross (5:2). Paul summarizes his case regarding the worthlessness of 

turning to a false gospel. It is an exercise in devaluing the cross. Turning back to a system 
of religion and legalism, when you’ve been set free by the power of cross—this devalues 
Christ. Saying that Moses must now complete the work that began in Jesus is to void Jesus—
to annul the sufficiency of Christ’s work on the cross.  

  
v.3 “I testify again that every man who accepts the covenant of circumcision will be obligated to 
live up to the entirety of the law.” 

• Understand the implications (5:3). If you accept the ethnocentric false gospel of Jesus + 
circumcision, kosher and Sabbath—then you are by necessity accepting the entirety of the law 
and will be held to it. Embracing the covenant of circumcision and Christ, is to reject Christ.  
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v.4 “You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away 
from grace.” 

• Don’t become a stranger to grace (5:4). The word “sever” here is the term for “become an 
alien and a stranger.” It means to become inert, inactive, and to idle down. But this is precisely 
the very term the Jews used for the Gentiles. This is really a play on words. He’s saying, you 
already are the family of God. You’ve been justified, adopted as sons—received the family 
crest—the Spirit of God. Yet if you accept the covenant of circumcision and all of the 
attending laws—you’ll actually become alienated, strangers again. He says affirmatively “you 
have become aliens. You have fallen from grace.”  “Fallen” is a nautical term that also means 
“loosed” or let go. You have become aliens and strangers to the family that you were included 
in—and have become untethered by the mooring of God’s amazing grace.  

o Some teach from this passage that believers can fall from grace permanently. On 
this view, the Galatians (and any believer who denies the gospel for that matter) can fall 
out of relationship with God and so be judged once again as a sinner—losing their 
eternal standing with God in salvation.  

o Others deny this and state that Paul is here only referring to falling from the 
doctrine of grace. But they have not fallen existentially—that is, experienced spiritual 
death and are in need of salvation again.  

I will note that Paul nowhere teaches them to get saved again.  
Repeatedly he has assured of their justification and adoption by faith—and that language 
is often in the present tense.  
Regardless of whether Paul is teaching that they have been existentially changed or 
severed from Christ—they have been functionally separated in terms of their fellowship 
with the people of God. They are actively in a state of disfellowship—estranged and having 
drifted away from the moorings of grace and they need to correct this situation. And the cure is 
to change their thinking and to realign themselves with the gospel, to  

v.5 “For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of right standing with 
God.” 

• Become a practitioner of hope (5:5). Through the agency of the Spirit, by the means of faith, 
we wait with hope for the hope—right standing with God. We have already been made 
righteous positionally. We are being daily made righteous through obedience and trust. But 
some day we will be made comprehensively, through and through, the children of God. 
Receiving the salvation held for us in escrow—waiting for the children of faith, the people 
who hope in Christ alone.  

5:6-7 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, only 
faith working through love. You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?” 

• Activate your faith through acts of service and love (5:6). Notice his summary of faith is 
that it is a working faith. Faith is not inert and inactive—that’s actually what they have now in 
the law. Faith is busy. Preoccupied with serving others in expressing itself in love. 
Practitioners of hope are active in their faith. After this series we’ll tackle the book of James. 



No Other Gospel: A Study Through Galatians 
Title: Called to Freedom Gal. 5:1-15 

Jeff Kennedy / 

James will have much more practical application of faith expressed in compassion and love. 
James will say “a faith that is only in creedal form is an unproductive and dead faith.” Our 
faith in Christ is working through love.  

The doctrine of Justification by faith is not allergic to activity. “Grace is not opposed to effort, 
though it is opposed to earning.” ~ Dallas Willard 

Show me a person who’s faith has produced nothing, no change, no effort to love those around them, 
no engagement with service in the body of Christ—and I’ll show you a person who’s faith is inert 
and whose character is idling and in need of development. 

In his book Love Does, Bob Goff stated that “love is never stationary. Simply put. Love does.” 

The moment we become stationary in our faith and stop moving in love—we begin to atrophy 
spiritually. 

5:13-15 “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you 
are not consumed by one another.” 

Notice Paul describes their situation as “you were running well.” The Christian life is often 
compared to a race in Paul’s writings.  

o 1 Cor. 9:24 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives 
the prize? So run that you may obtain it.” 

o 2 Tim. 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
o Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us” 

Who hindered you from obeying the truth? For Paul, this idea of obeying the truth is equivalent to 
believing the truth. When a sinner believes in the message they hear—the message of the cross—
they are becoming obedient to the truth.  

This doesn’t come from God and just a small amount of it contaminates the truth.  

The Content of the truth is critical here. Paul deeply cares about the purity of doctrine—but in so far 
as a life is conformed to it, not merely giving mental ascent to it. The believing heart is an obedient 
heart. The believing mind produces an active life.   
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v. 10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take no other view, and the one who is troubling 
you will bear the penalty, whoever he is.  

• God will judge those who preach false gospels. God will ultimately hold those accountable 
who lead others astray into a false gospel. 


