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Intro: Picture of the Family ! Wanting to leave a legacy of faithfulness ! Read John G. Paton 
description of his dad. ! I bet there is not a person here that doesn't what their kids to say that 
about them. 

"None of us can remember that any day ever passed unhallowed thus; no hurry for market, 
not rush to business, no arrival of friends or guests, no trouble, no sorrow, no joy or 
excitement, ever prevented at least our kneeling around the family alter, while the High 
Priest led our prayers to God, and offered himself and family there." – John Patton 

TS: Peter is going to bring us to a simple truth;  
The hope we need to endure life in this world and leave a lasting impact up on it is found in 
expecting and receiving the Holiness of God. 

Peter begins by elevating the importance of our salvation. 

1 Peter 1:13 Hope grows in our heart when God's plan is clear in our mind.  

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Peter is writing to people enduring hardship and persecution, their hope is waning.  
Peter is conditioning our minds to recognize the extreme value of our salvation. So valuable and 
amazing is it that angles, who are in the very presence of God, are interested in how our salvation 
is being worked out. So glorious that our salvation is understood in the past, present, and future 
tenses.  
− We have been saved through faith in Christ's perfect death on the cross paying for our sins. 
− We are being sanctified into the likeness of Christ currently. 
− We will be saved fully through complete restoration of being a new creation in God's 

presence. 
1. Therefore: (how we enjoy our salvation.) 

a. prepare your minds 
i. In the Greek, the phrase literally means: Gird up the loins of your mind. 
ii. Gird up is a reference to removing hindrances so you can run. 

1. My hindrances are usually a form of self-doubt and self-pity. 
b. Being Sober-minded –  

i. A metaphor of being drunk 
ii. The metaphor is telling us to have our mind sharply on something rather 

than polluted.  



iii. "In that believers are to be totally in tune with God’s plan in history, so 
much so that they set their hope on the future and live in light of that day. 
People who look into the future and want to live completely in light of 
God’s will do not want their eyes blurred by sin or other distractions." 

iv. Are we ready for what he is about to say? Has sin and corruption clouded 
our perception of life to the point of being like a drunk person? We see 
double and are stumbling through life? 

c. Set your Hope Fully 
i. Hope here is a verb not a noun. In verse 3 He uses it as a noun referring to 

Christ, the person. Our hope is alive because Christ is alive. Here, hope is 
conveying the idea of expectation. 

ii. Hope is to us, our life and our expectation. As opposed to our life support 
and an "I guess." 

iii.  What is the Difference between Faith and Hope? 
1. Faith believes in what is. Hope believes in what will be. 
2. Faith trusts God for what he has done. Hope trusts God for 

what he will do. 

d. Grace being brought 
i. Here our expectation or hope is defined as our inheritance.  
ii. "It is brought" is stated in the present tense. It is on its way, and you can 

even have a glimpse or a taste of it now. 
iii. "Grace Brought - If they think fellowship in the family of God and tasting 

of Jesus are good now (2:3), they need to think even more about the future 
when better things await them. What they can only praise God for now 
they will then know personally in all its glory (cf. 1:3–12)." 

iv. EX... Looking forward to the constancy of being with God. We stuff like it 
in the church and within our families. As God designed... 

e. Why are we not cheery about removing hindrances or having a sharp mind? 
Nobody likes to prepare for action just like nobody likes pre-game warms ups in 
sports... Just let me play already and get to the good stuff.  

i. Football 
ii. Lacrosse 
iii. Even preaching – do I have to sing and worship God, I just want to 

preach... 
iv. What is our warm up? 

TS: When Christ appears, his redemptive work will be fully realized in all believers. He grants us 
full salvation through deliverance of sin, glorification of body and soul, and the knowledge that 
he will be in our midst forever." That we will be holy in the presence of the Holy One. I can't 
wait for our salvation to be only past and present tense! But what about now? What shall I do in 
the meantime? 

1 Peter 1:14-16 God intends for us to receive the grace and persue holiness. 



14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is 
written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

1. As Obedient Children 
a. 'This is Peter's language for saying we are saved and we will inherit God's 

promise. 
b. Look back to verse 2 and further down to verse 22, obedience is a reference to 

Christians being God's children and his introduction to "holiness." 
i. Obedience and Holiness are two sides of the same coin. Children are to get 

an inheritance from their parents. (We have been adopted into this family 
by God through Christ) 

ii. That inherence is obedience and Holiness or Holiness and Obedience.  
2. Do not conform...former ignorance 

a. We can hear Paul's words in Romans 6. 
b. A warning against what theologians call – antinomianism or the belief that, 

"I don't have to worry about how I live because God's grace will cover my 
sin." Or, "breaking the law of God doesn't really matter anymore because 
the law has been replaced by Grace..." 

c. Do not return... 
i. They are under the stress of persecution seeking for a way to get out from 

under the yoke and toil of hardship 
ii. Peter says: you don't find it by going back 
iii. You instead find it by being holy 

3. Called to be Holy 
a. The holiness of God in Scripture 

i. What does it mean? 
ii. God calls his people to be holy because he is holy. "Among God's 

characteristics, as he has revealed himself, none is more significant 
than his holiness. Both the Old and New Testaments speak about his 
holiness more than any other attribute of God. The descriptive 
adjective holy reveals God's absolute purity. The adjective describes 
the state and action of God's being. God is sinless, cannot be 
influenced by sin, and in his holiness destroys sin." 

iii. And Peter takes all of that and says to us – "Go and do the same." 
1. If you are anything like me, you'll ask Peter to say it again 
2. I read else were in scripture, brother Paul says, "no one is good not 

one..." 
3. He's quoiting Lev. 11:44 

b. The tension of focusing on Grace but being told to practice obedience. Focus on 
grace by practicing holiness. How does that work because is seems like trying to 
mix oil and vinegar? 

i. Grace always precedes the law or any call to obedience. 
ii. Genesis 1:28 "And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 



fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.” 

1. Genesis 1:28 "And God blessed them...." This is God's grace to 
Adam and Eve, who have done nothing of their own accord to 
warrant God's blessing. 

2. And said to them, "be fruitful..." God's grace is a command to 
follow. 

iii. The command is to be like God like 
1. God – created, filled, and ruled over his creation. 
2. Man – create, fill, and rule over this creation. 

c. The grace we inherit is to be like God in the presence of God.  
i. "Be Holy, because I am holy, " for us as believers, holiness does not end 

merely with forgiveness and cleansing of sins but begins with an active 
life of opposing sin. 

1. You believe now Act... 
2. You believe in me now act like me.  

d. What is the best way to have a conversation with someone beyond Hello and 
how's the weather? Find out what they enjoy and enjoy it with them.  

17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,  

4. If you call upon him as father 
Peter sums up the command to expect Grace and practice holiness by telling us to live in 
reverent fear. 

a. Father is a Good Father. 
i. All people will get what's promised to them.  
ii. READ PATON, Him and His Dad walking 
iii. "In my earlier years, when exposed to many temptations his parting 

form rose before me as that of a guardian Angel. It is no Pharisaism, 
but deep gratitude, which makes me here testify that the memory of 
that scene not only helped, by God's grace, to keep me pure from the 
prevailing sins, but also stimulated me in all my studies, that I might 
not fall short of his hopes, and in all my Christian duties, that I might 
faithfully follow his shining example." 

b. The exile is real and so is the promise! 
i. Exile is challenging 
ii. Exile is constant 
iii. Exile is going to end. 

TS: How can we be sure this is God's plan? And how can we be sure it is even possible to live 
expecting grace? This command and exhortation to abandon our former ignorance and practice 
Godliness in reverent fear was preceded by God's Grace in the person of Jesus Christ.   

1Peter 18-21 Our hope for holiness has been guaranteed through Christ's resurrection. 



18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of 
the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him 
are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are in God. 

While in this exile in the sinful world Peter tells us 
1. We have been ransomed, or our slavery which was given to us by our fathers has been 

paid. 
2. Not with perishable things 

a. Gold and silver really are quite stable metals, but in comparison with the precious 
blood of Christ, they too will burn. 

b. He was Pure and Holy -  
3. Patton's description of the effect of his dad's holiness.  

a. Leading an immoral life but found faith in Christ and kept from disperse and 
suicide.  

b. "In the dark winter nights she crept close up underneath my father's window, and 
heard him pleading in Family Worship that God would convert 'the sinner from 
the error of wicked ways, and polish him as a jewel for the Redeemer's crown.' 'I 
felt,' she said, 'that I was a burden o that good man's heart, and I knew that God 
would not disappoint him. That thought kept me out of Hell, and at las led me to 
the only Savior.'" 

God has one destined end for mankind - holiness! His one aim is the production of saints. God is 
not an eternal blessing-machine for men. He did not come to save men out of pity. He came to 
save men because He had created them to be holy. -Oswald Chambers  

If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were 
precisely those who thought most of the next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think 
of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this. - C.S. Lewis 


