
Outrageous, Contagious Joy: A Study Through Philippians 
Pt. 1: The Gospel is For Everyone! (Even Haters) 

Jeff Kennedy / August 7, 2016 
 

 
Introduction: The greatest moment of joy in our lives was the birth of our kids. Each one so 
unique and precious. And the sense of joy was unspeakable really. 
For me personally it was the moment I got saved as I confessed my sin and all the poison 
of shame and guilt and sin just washed out of me as the Holy Spirit washed over me in 
forgiveness. There was an inexpressible profound Joy. 
 
Today we’re beginning a new series through the book of Philippians where 
Paul is having a similar experience because of a gift the Philippians sent him to sustain his 
life while in prison.   
 
But we’re starting this series in Acts 16 which is Luke’s record of the founding of 
the church at Philippi. And there is great rejoicing in the households of Lydia and the 
Philippian Jailer when they come to faith in Jesus.  
 
A newborn church is full of joy in the Holy Spirit.  
 
Big Idea: The Gospel is for everyone regardless of his or her background and the church 
should expect opposition from evil forces set against it.   
 
The Scene: Paul has chosen Timothy, Luke, and Silas as his travelling companions—his 
ministry partners in this next missionary outing. Unlike his previous missionary journey—
Paul and his companions are about to enter the Macedonian territory where there will be far 
fewer practicing Jews and available synagogues to use as a home base for the Gospel.  
 
1. Philippi was a trend setting city in Macedonia (16:11-13) “11 So, 
setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, and the following day to 
Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city some days.” 
Paul arrives at the port of Neapolis and from there they take Rome’s famed Egnatian 
Way—400 mile paved road all the way inland to Philippi 
 
The text says that Philippi was “a leading city” or “the leading city”. For example, 
Olympia is the capital of WA state, but Seattle is the leading city of that state. In fact 
according to studies (yes they actually have analytics that measure this sort of thing)—
Seattle still is the top hipster city in the world; metrics include stuff like how many 
tattoo parlors, coffee shops, vinyl record stores and bearded lumberjack nerd 
glasses wearing hipsters you have in the city. Philippi has this same kind of status in the 
ancient world. The leading city in terms of prestige, trendiness and the all important metric 
of honor in Macedonia.  
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• Philippi was clone of Rome’s social system. As a social clone of Rome, they had a 
very stratified and segregated social system. Caesar Augustus (Octavian) after 
conquering Brutus and Cassius at Philippi—immediately promoted his military 
commanders and solidiers—retiring many of them in the city of Philippi and instantly 
giving them the highest social status—the Decurion class. As military men—they 
maintained the hierarchy of military life. 

§ Senatorial Class—the highest social position other than emperor.  
§ Equestrian—Most renowned and accomplished wealthy citizens 
§ Decurion Class—Honored class of men who held positions of authority in 

local municipalities 
§ Freeborn—Non-elite citizens who could engage in the pursuit of honor 

through self-promotion and intentional shaming of rivals.  
§ Freedmen—Non-elite citizens (and non-citizens) who were once slaves 

but have bought their freedom and possibly even citizenship. 
§ Slaves and Servants—Non-citizens who had no rights and no privileges.  

 
Now here’s the kicker. Each of these classes signified by a highly regulated 
social system of dress. Citizen Class: Citizens (Senatorial, Equestrian, Decurion, 
Freeborn and Freedmen) wore the Roman Citizen Toga. Depending on your status, 
you were able to adorn your citizen toga with rich embroidery and at the upper 
echelons—purple sashes or accents. This was known as your morphe or “form”—
your exterior had to match your social status. 

 
If you were caught in public (ancient historians document this) wearing a 
citizen’s toga when you were not a citizen, or wearing a richly embroidered toga 
when you were only a mere citizen—or wearing the citizen toga when you were a 
non-citizen freedman, or worse a servant—you could be jailed and heavily fined for 
this (Hellerman, Embracing Shared Ministry). 

 
Illus. Think of someone walking around in a mall dressed as a veteran navy 
seal—when that person is a fraud. The actual Navy Seal who confronted the man 
followed him shouting “Stolen Honor!” and the same dynamic is going on here. 
This is a highly stratified, segregated—honor seeking culture. And to wear the “form” 
of social class that you are not part of is social taboo and against the law.  
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• Philippians sought honor by shaming others. The way you got ahead was to 
scratch and claw your way to the top—bringing fame to yourself at the expense of 
others. Grasping for every scrap of honor and prestige you could bring yourself.  

The word used by the Philippian Romans to describe this law and this social status 
evidenced by dress is morphe—and this is a word used by Paul to describe Jesus in 
Philippians 2. He says, “being in very morphe—God.” That is “form”— he did not 
scratch and claw and grasp for that honored position. Using this analogy from 
Philippian culture to show that Jesus’ status was the highest possible and yet Jesus 
takes on the morphe “form” of a mere man. Worse, he takes on the morphe of lowly 
servant class, and worse, he takes on the morphe “form” of a crucified criminal, servant, 
man. So if the God of the universe could empty himself of his divine rights and privileges, 
making himself nothing—then our attitude ought to be the same as Christ Jesus. Humble 
yourselves and take the form of a servant of God.  

 
Paul has arrived in the trendiest city in the ancient world—rich people, strictly adhering 
to Roman law, status conscious pagans with a highly regulated social system where people 
claw and grasp their way to the top at the shame and expense of others. 
 
And there is no joy in a social and spiritual world like this. But today, Paul, Silas, Timothy 
and Luke have come to town. And true joy in the Holy Spirit is going to touch the lives of 
every strata of society. 
 
We first note in the text that… 
2. The Gospel of Jesus is for affluent people (16:13-15).  13 “And on the 
Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. 14 One 
who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple 
goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to 
what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she 
urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and 
stay.” And she prevailed upon us.” 
 

• On the Sabbath, Paul doesn’t have a synagogue to go to for a couple of 
reasons. There are likely not enough practicing Jewish men to form a synagogue 
quorum—10 men. No building designated as a synagogue. And so the “place of 
prayer” is by the river Gigantes where Gentile women who have converted to the 
belief system of Judaism are meeting and praying. As an apparent Jewish rabbi, Paul 
is naturally given an opportunity to provide exposition and teaching on the Hebrew 
Scriptures, and Paul brings the heat. He proclaims Jesus as the fulfillment of the 
Scriptures. 
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• A Merchant. There is a woman there named Lydia, but this could also be 

translated “the woman of Lydia.” Lydia was the city in Thyatira, the chief industry 
being the production of purple dyed cloth. Because it was extracted from the  
Murex shellfish—very hard to come by, and only available to the wealthy citizens in 
society.  

 
Her product is top shelf and expensive.  
Her customers are the elites of society who vaunt their importance with this rich 
adorning of clothing.  

 
• A Home Owner. Lydia also owns her own home. Which was rare for a woman in 

the ancient world but not unprecedented. Wealthy women in the citizen class could 
inherit the property of their deceased husbands. The home is large enough to 
accommodate Paul’s traveling party, her family and her servants. Ancient villas in this 
region could accommodate up to 120 guests for a dinner party or social gathering. An 
ideal place for the early church to begin.  

 
• A God fearer. Lydia is moved by the Holy Spirit, she opens her heart and 

responds to the message of salvation in Christ. She is baptized which signifies 
this inward change and her entire household as well. In the ancient world, when the 
leader of the home was converted to a religion, the entire household was obligated to 
follow the homeowner out of honor and respect for their position in the family. 

 
And great rejoicing comes to her household. 
 
3. The Gospel of Jesus is for the poor and oppressed (16:16-18). 
16 “As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a 
spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She 
followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having 
become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.” 

• A Pythian Medium. Luke literally states that the slave girl has a pythian spirit or 
the spirit of Python. Python was the dragon or snake god in ancient Greek myth who 
guarded the entrance to the oracle of Delphi—this serpent was defeated by Apollo 
giving him entrance into the underworld to consult the oracle. In Paul’s day, these 
mediums called the Pythia would descend into a local cavern where the oracle 
allegedly resided. There, the Pythia girls would engage in ritual worship inviting the 
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spirit of Python to possess them, they would then emerge from the grotto to give 
ecstatic prophecy and tell fortunes. It was big business in Philippi.  

 
• An Agent of Confusion. She’s not giving them free advertising. Every day she 

is harassing Paul and his entourage by screaming out “These men are servants 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation!” 1) She is drawing 
unnecessary attention to them. 2) She is not referring to “the Most High God” of the 
Hebrews, she, under the unction of this spirit of darkness, is referring to 
Zeus/Jupiter—for this was his title among the Greeks and Romans. 3) Paul does not 
want these pagans to associate his message of salvation in Christ with Zeus or 
Jupiter or any other foreign god—so finally—Paul is moved by the Spirit to vanquish 
this evil spirit that has taken control of this young woman.  

 
επιστρεπσας  τω  πνευµατι  He is annoyed or literally, “agitated, stirred in spirit”. 
The Holy Spirit stirs Paul—troubling the waters of his soul and he is finally enabled to deal 
with this distraction.  
 
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ—come out of her. And she is set free from the Pythian 
spirit that has been in control of her. 
 
And the power of the Gospel comes to the poor and oppressed. 
 
4. The Gospel of Jesus is opposed by evil men (who are part of a 
corrupt system) (16:19-23). 19 But when her owners saw that their hope of gain 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before 
the rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men 
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for 
us as Romans to accept or practice.” 
 

• Loss of livelihood. The passage quite literally reads “her owners saw that their 
hope of making money had gone out of her.” No longer able to tell fortunes or 
channel this dark spirit—the merchants lose their chief source of revenue. They take 
their wrath out on Paul and Silas—leaving Timothy and Luke. Paul and Silas are 
not wearing the citizen Toga. They are wearing the Jewish stole—traditional 
garb of Jewish elders and rabbis. So it is not immediately apparent to these dealers 
that the men are citizens. Paul and Silas get swept up in a wave of violent sentiment 
and get dragged into the Roman Forum where they are quickly accused, tried, and 
beaten with rods. 
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• Falsely accusation without a legal trial. This trial is a sham because the fortune 
telling merchants are simply starting a riot against Paul and Silas. The two 
evangelists are swept up in a wave of anti-Semitism and are illegally accused and 
thrown into prison without so much as a chance to give their side of it. This was 
contrary to Roman law and the Philippians prided themselves in the judicious use of 
Roman jurisprudence in trial cases.  

 
The Gospel is characteristically opposed by evil men who are caught up in a corrupt 
system of the world.  
 
5. The Gospel is for governmental authorities (16:24-34). 25 About 
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds 
were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he 
drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”  
 

• In prison, shackled to a torture device—a comb shaped rod iron cuffs on the 
floor, they sit and sing the psalms, and the early Christian hymns like Col. 3 and 1 
Cor. 15—and they invite the Spirit of God into that inner Jail cell. The jailer who is 
guarding them hears their praises, listens to the message of salvation in their 
worship—and then God sends a powerful earthquake.  

• The jailer is the functionary of the local civil authorities. He represents the 
governmental system that is morally and ethically opposed to the cause of the 
Gospel. And the church in Philippi starts in part with a man who is the very 
symbol of Gospel opposition. 

• Earthquakes were considered omens in the ancient world—the direct activity of 
the gods—and so the fact that this omen comes at midnight, during their worship of 
Jesus as the Savior—it causes the Roman jailer to draw his sword in order to fall on it.  

 
But Paul and Silas cry out “Don’t do it!  

 
The Jailer comes into the cell and asks, “what must I do to gain this salvation that 
you’ve been singing and speaking about in this cell?” 
 
The Jailer believes and is saved. He takes them to his home, washes and treats their 
wounds, feeds them, listens to them preach and teach about Christ Jesus as Savior and 
Lord—and his whole household is saved.  
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Acts 16:35-40 At daybreak the magistrates sent police to let them go.  
 
Paul refuses and says—they’ve beaten us publically—men who are Roman citizens—tried 
us unlawfully, let them come and confront us in jail. 
 
The magistrates were terrified—because of the omen of the earthquake and its timing of 
imprisoning these prophets, and because they heard they were citizens. Which, unlawfully 
jailing a citizen without a proper trial and verdict could result in the magistrates themselves 
being thrown into prison. 
 
So they beg Paul and Silas to leave their region.  
 
The Takeaways… 
Jesus wants to save everyone and can deliver anyone. It doesn’t matter what your title 
is, it doesn’t matter how much money you have, and it doesn’t matter what you’ve done and 
what depths of depravity you’ve gotten lured into—the power of Jesus’ Gospel can set you 
free. It can save you and empower you to live a Christian life.  
 
Hostility towards the Gospel is normal not abnormal. It’s the normal state of affairs. We 
should not think it strange when we are persecuted for righteousness sake. We should not 
think it odd when we suffer trials which are common to the people of God all over the world.  
 
We should influence hearts and minds but not be shocked when wicked people, under the 
influence of spiritual forces in heavenly realms seek to silence us and stop the work of the 
Gospel.  
 
The church needs to be shrewd in its use and application of the law. Paul and Silas 
are unjustly accused, beaten severely, and God shakes the earth during their 
incarceration—loosing their cell door and chains—and the perpetrators are petrified over 
this state of events. Paul appeals to his Roman citizenship and the magistrates are further 
fearful—as falsely accusing and imprisoning a Roman citizen can be accompanied by jail 
and even execution for the false imprisonment of another.  
 
Listen, they we may not be able to convince every person who is a symbol or a member of 
the edifice of government, the entertainment industry, or the academy—we may not 
convince them of the Truth of the Gospel, but if we can win a few jailers—a few people in 
that system who become light in a dark world. And if we learn the laws of the land 
and we  know the law of the land and shrewdly apply it we may live to fight another day. 
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That’s just what Paul and Silas do. They apply the Roman law, God supernaturally starts 
the church in Lydia and the Jailer’s homes, and the apostles live to evangelize another day. 
 
And great joy comes to a joyless world—an oppressive city. 
 
Conclusion: It’s just this simple—believe on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation. And you will be saved.  
 
 


