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Intro: We’re in a prayer series—the first week we talked about prayer as listening to the voice of God 
in the book of nature, the book of Scripture, and also listening to God in our minds.   
Last week Pastor Daniel walked us through how prayer is a response to God.  
 
Background: This prayer is framed in two ways by Jesus… 
First: Don’t try to impress others with your prayers. Prayer is not a badge of spirituality that we 
wear—an exhibition of our stratospheric piety and devotion.  

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward (their prayers were for men, and so their payoff is adulation they receive from 
men). 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

Prayer should never be used to showcase one’s achievements in religion.  
 
So, his first caution is to the Jews who attend synagogue. Don’t be like the Pharisees and the Rabbis 
who wear prayer like a badge of super-spirituality. 
 
Second: Don’t try to manipulate God in your prayers. Because prayer has no inherent value.  

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will 
be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before 
you ask him.” 

• God is not obligated to move on our behalf at the piling up of vapid, empty expressions 
of prayer. Your words have exactly NO power in and of themselves. The only power in prayer 
is God’s response to our prayers.  

• God is not some pagan deity who must be summoned or conjured by a religious mantra. 
God is not going to feel obligated to show up because you rehearse the right formula over, and 
over again.  

• God has perfect, comprehensive knowledge of everything you will say, of the issue 
in question. HOW MANY TIMES have we had to sit through a sermon in prayer.  

To summarize, Jesus frames the prayer he will give us by disavowing the pomp and tinsel of the 
Pharisees—intended to draw attention to them and not to God. He equally rejects long, wordy, 
prayers—the heaping of vaporous phrases in order to impress God or summon God or inform God. 
Prayer is dependence upon God—it is literally the weakest posture you can take.  
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To demonstrate our dependence, Jesus gives a prayer that is God-centered and it is need-driven.  
1. We are dependent on God the Father for everything. Our first need is to 
acknowledge our Heavenly Father, who is holy.  
6:9 “Pray like this: Our Father, in Heaven, hallowed by your name” 

• Like what? Notice Jesus does not tell us “pray exactly this…” instead he says “pray like this…” 
stressing that we are to pray in like manner, or along these lines… 

• Whose Father? Jesus is reflecting Jewish theology here. The Psalms, the Prophets, and rabbinic 
interpreters all taught that God is the Father of all creation (that is, the creator), and he is the 
Father of the nation of Israel (that is, our Father), and the “abba” of individual worshipers 
(stressing the personal dimension of faith practiced in the local synagogues). What’s striking 
about Jesus’ prayer though, is the order in which he uses these two concepts (a Holy, Sacred 
God who is also Father). Unlike the rabbis, Jesus started with the idea of “Our Father” who is 
Holy.  

• False Reverence? The rabbis had put such an emphasis in their oral traditions on reverence for 
God as a Supreme and Transcendent being, that they ended up practicing a false reverence 
evidenced by their refusal to use his personal name “Yahweh.” What is false or phony 
reverence? It is fearing God at the expense of loving him. It is viewing God as high and exalted 
without acknowledging that he is also immanent, present—a personal Father.  

o False reverence produces false humility.  
This heavenly holy Father has given us everything… 

• James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” 

We take a posture of sonship and worship—acknowledging God as the Father of heavenly lights who 
does not change, relying upon every good and perfect gift that comes from him… 
 
When we begin praying with an acknowledgment that God is the Father of creation, our heavenly 
Father by faith, a resplendent God who is Holy…we are confessing our dependence upon him.  
The second way I think this prayer communicates our dependence is… 
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2. We are dependent upon God for our purpose.  
6:10 “Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” This is more than an 
evangelistic item on the list. This is at the top of the prayer template because it establishes our 
vocation given to us by a Holy Father.   
It is first a prayer for fallen creation to come back into alignment with God’s Sovereign rule—and 
secondly for us to rediscover our place in that created order as the Stewards of God’s good world.  
• Genesis 1: We are introduced to a Sovereign King who decrees the worlds and orders them. He 

also creates image bearers who will be fruitful (create) multiply (fill) and have dominion (rule).  
• There are three installments of the Kingdom of God on earth.  
(1) The Fallen Kingdom: the prototype and the prophecies of a human heir who is the everlasting 
King.  
(2) The Inaugural Kingdom: Messiah who would atone for sin by dying on a cross and raise to life,  
(3) God’s consummated Kingdom at the end of the world: That coming Kingdom will usher in 
unprecedented peace where the lion will lay down with the lamb, where the world will be set right, 
and men will be resurrected to dwell with Christ forever in his new world. 
 
This is a prayer that restores our purpose as saved sons, and citizen ambassadors of God’s Kingdom. 
Col. 1:13 “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
We see that these ideas of Kingdom, redemption, and the forgiveness of sins are not different 
domains. Our purpose is to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom of God and to convince every person 
we can to join by faith, to become citizens and sons and co-heirs by trusting in Jesus for salvation.  
 
Look at the last words Luke records about Paul’s life in Acts 28:23, 31 “From morning till evening he 
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both 
from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets… proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.” 
 
We are totally dependent upon God to show us what our purpose is. As restored creation inwardly, 
we are now ambassador-citizens going out into the world to proclaim the wonderful news that all 
men can become sons, citizens, and heirs of that Kingdom by faith in the Messiah.   
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3. We are dependent on God for the resources to fulfill our purpose. Now, we 
are totally dependent on God as Sons and as Citizens…but we also need the resources to do 
Kingdom work.  
6:11 “Give us this day our daily bread”  

• Bread was symbolic of basic sustenance. In Jesus’ day, there were periodic shortages of fish 
in the sea of Galilee. This was caused by over-fishing and it was regulated by the Roman 
government. When fish weren’t plentiful or available, the people relied heavily on bread, figs, 
and a variety of fruit. “Man doesn’t live by bread alone,” which presupposes that we have 
physical requirements but we are in need of so much more. 

• Bread was symbolic of essential needs beyond the physical. We need more than stuff.  
o Spiritual needs—living on God’s Word as our daily sustenance. Jesus is the “Manna” 

who came down from heaven. 
o Emotional needs—the need for affirmation, respect and honor, and a listening ear.  
o Community needs—“breaking bread” is the chief metaphor for gathering in fellowship 

and community. We need community. 
God has richly supplied us with all that we need to fulfill our purpose as creating, filling, governing 
image-bearers.  
 
Paul asked the Corinthians this in Ch. 4, “What do you have that you have not received first?” 
Illus. When my kids were little they liked to get these Lego sets which usually came with detailed 
in instructions. They’d pour out all the pieces on the kitchen table and ask me “Daddy can you help 
me put this together?” “Sure” I’d say. After looking at the detailed engineering specs on the lego 
thing, I’d quickly suggest, “You know what would be more fun than following the directions? We 
should totally just build our own thing. Do whatever we want right off the top of our heads.” “Yeah 
Dad. Let’s do it!” I’d tear up the instructions and we’d build something far easier and less complicated.  
But they got wise to this tactic and began to just try and build the lego machine according to 
instructions. I’d watch them and on occasion when they’d get stuck, I’d intervene and help them… 

• Whatever we create, whatever we build—all the blocks are already in the box. This is 
why we pray for miracles and we take our meds. God is the creator of all things. Now, a 
miracle is by definition rare.  

 
Let me ask you, What’s the “bread” you need from God this morning? Ask him for it. Give thanks 
for his willingness to provide it and then wait in faith for his mercy and grace. Humble your pride and 
be willing to receive it as it passes through the hands of an employer, a friend, our church community.  
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4. We are dependent on God for forgiveness.   
6:12-15 “and forgive us of our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors… 14 For if you forgive others 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 
The term “debt” here is an illustration. Jesus expands this illustration in a parable later on… 
 
Illus. Jesus gave the parable of the unforgiving debtor. A man who owed millions and who begged 
for mercy and debt was discharged by his Master-lender. But then went out immediately and began 
to beat a person who owed him 20 bucks “pay back what you owe!” the unforgiving debtor 
demanded. The Master got word of his treatment of others and had the man hauled before him and 
said, “You wicked servant. I forgave you a sum that was incalculable because you begged for mercy, 
yet you were unwilling to show a person who owed you a handful of dollars the same mercy. Guard, 
throw this vile human being out into outer darkness.” 
 
We are dependent on God for his forgiveness.  
But what happens when someone has wronged you—real sin or just your perception of real sin—and 
you just can’t forgive?  
 
So we seek forgiveness from God because we need it—not just for salvation—but for daily renewal 
and life.  
And we forgive those who have wronged us—not because we always feel like it but because we are 
commanded to.  
 
Only a forgiven heart can be free of the captivity of sin. But only a forgiving 

heart can be free of the self-made prison of resentment. 
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If you start worshipping a Holy Father who art in heaven, if you begin to be obsessed with his Kingdom 
purpose for your life, and you begin to ask and receive his provisions and breakthroughs and 
encouragement——you are going to get on the evil one’s radar.  
 
5. We are dependent on God in the face of trials and temptations.  
6:13 “And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” 
Now, I want you to see what this statement says in Jesus’ original Aramaic. It can be rendered “And 
do not allow us to succumb to temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” Now, this interpretation 
is confirmed by Jesus himself in Mt. 26:41 where he tells the disciples “but watch and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation.”  
 
Illus. Temptation that came to a friend…he made the wrong choice and he didn’t have to learn the 
hard way.  

 
You can and should learn from failure. But you don’t have to fail to learn. 

  
Only a fool won’t learn from failure. And only a fool will only learn through failure.  

o Listen, you don’t have to throw away your marriage for lust just to learn the devastating effects 
of porn and adultery.  

o You don’t have to leave behind your children in the pursuit of a career.  
o You don’t have to give up on Jesus or your faith for the promise of intellectual enlightenment. 

 
It isn’t by coincidence that Jesus reminds us of Satan’s mission. He was there in the Garden to drive 
a wedge between us and God.  
 
He never gives up trying to entice us to walk away from God. 
 

o We are totally dependent on God as the Father from whom all blessings flow.  
o We are totally dependent on God for our purpose as Gospel of the Kingdom ambassadors. 
o Dependent on his resources for Kingdom work, 
o Forgiveness of sin and forgiving, tolerant hearts.  
o And protection from unnecessary temptations and trials.   


