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Intro: The organization SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) routinely monitors any signals 
that come from the outer reaches of space. They want to find patterns. Lately, some strange radio 
waves were received, very similar to many before and scientists determined that while the signals 
were interesting, there is less than no chance that they are message from alien civilizations. SETI has 
routinely sent up radio signals to space in hopes that if there is extra-terrestrial life, that they will find 
and receive and respond to those messages.  
 
But so far, it’s been a very one-sided communication.  
 
Segue: I’ve talked to some believers who feel like their prayer lives are in a similar rut. Lots of 
messages sent out into the heavens, but only empty static on this end.  
 
Transition: But is that the way God intended prayer to be? Just a one-way communication? I don’t 
think so.   
 
We’re beginning a new mini-series on prayer over the next 8 weeks we’ll explore what prayer 
is through 8 words: Listening, Response, Dependence, Confession, Dedication, Petition, 
Conditioning, Warfare 
Folks, we’re going to be talking an awful lot about talking to God in prayer.  
And today we’re starting with prayer as listening.  
 
Promise: My hope is that by the end of this message, we will begin to answer three questions…  
 
1) What do we mean when we say “God’s voice” or God “speaking” to us? We’ll talk about how God 
speaks.  
2.) How do we hear from God? 
3.) How do we discern God’s voice from our own thoughts or even false voices masquerading as 
God?  
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The first thing we need to know is that… 
1. God speaks in and through his creation. I think the Bible makes it clear that God 
speaks (in a manner of speaking) in and through his created order.  

• Ps. 19:1-4 “The heavens (universe) declare (announce and proclaim) the glory of God; the 
sky displays his handiwork. 
2 Day after day it speaks out; night after night it reveals his greatness. 
3 There is no actual speech or word, nor is its voice literally heard (this is poetry), 
4 Yet its voice echoes throughout the earth; its words carry to the distant horizon.” 
Now, notice that this is a metaphor. It’s as if the created order is declaring, displaying, day 
after day pouring forth speech revealing the greatness of God. Not in a booming voice from 
the heavens—but the message reverberates across the cosmos—God is great!  
 
Paul got his theology of God’s self-revelation from the Old Testament… 

• Rom. 1:19-20 “what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it 
plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world his invisible attributes—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, because they are understood through 
what has been made. So people are without excuse.” 
Here, Paul clearly claims that the human race is able to discern general truths about God 
revealed in nature. What can we know from nature about God?  
God is an uncreated, first Cause. IF God were a product of his own created order, then he 
would be less than God. God is an uncaused creator. We also can know that God is divine 
and that divinity is expressed in transcendent attributes—he is spaceless, timeless, 
immaterial, and a being of enormous, unfathomable power.  
 
Illus. Whenever we go out into the creation and encounter the splendor of it, we gaze a 
starry sky on a clear night; or a stunning vista unfolding as jagged snowcapped peaks; or we 
hear the first cry of a newborn made in God’s image. Every time we encounter the wonder 
of creation it tells us about the God of Wonders.  
  
Our theological term for this acknowledgement of a spaceless, timeless, immaterial, 
being of unfathomable power is the term “wow!” 
 

God’s voice, in a sense, can be “heard” or known through his created order.  
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2. God has spoken in the Word—the Bible. The historic Christian Faith has held that God 
has not only given us a general revelation of himself and these macro-attributes, but also a specific 
revelation of himself which is captured in a sacred text—beginning with the OT and in the NT.  
Here’s how the author of Hebrews opened his book…a sonorous, economical statement… 

• Heb. 1:1 “In the past, at many times and in various ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets,” 
This is the revelation given to ancient Jews on numerous occasions through a variety of 
spokesmen. God spoke through visions, dreams, laws, covenants, symbols, weather, 
miracles, withholding miracles, in a clap of thunder and in a whisper. Previously, God’s 
revelation of himself to mankind was varied and wide-ranging. And what did God reveal?  

What did he have to say in all this?  
o About his plan?  

§ To redeem lost humanity.  
§ To establish his Kingdom on earth.  
§ To resurrect for himself a people and to put those people in a renovated 

cosmos.  
It’s important for us to root and ground ourselves in God’s revealed Word so that he may continue 
to speak into the inner reaches of our soul’s with his truth.  
 
But the author of Hebrews goes on to say that… 
3. God has spoken in the Son. While God’s revelation was given at various times and to 
different prophets and spokesmen—all of that revelation about himself and his plan has culminated 
in the life, death, resurrection of the Son.  

• Heb. 1:2 “but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also he created the world.” All Scripture, both Old and New 
Testaments, converge and become complete in the person and life of Jesus of Nazareth. 

What has God revealed?  
o About himself?  

§ Jesus is the Son of God and God the Son—the heir of God’s Kingdom.  
§ Jesus is the creator, through whom and for whom all things were created.  

o About his plan?  
§ Jesus is the sacrificial lamb who takes away the sins of the world. He is God’s 

plan to redeem lost humanity.  
§ Jesus is God’s King who reigns victorious over death and sovereign over all.  
§ Jesus is the resurrection and the life and the one who believes in him—though 

he were dead yet shall he live! 
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§ Jesus is the radiance of God—the effulgence or out-raying of God’s very 
essence. Jesus is the exact representation of his being—the en-stamping of 
God’s very nature in a human life. 

 
God speaks through splendor and majesty of creation. The moments you and I spend in God’s good 
world that leave us breathless, in wonder and in awe—God designed the world to speak forth his 
greatness.  
 
God communicated in the past, long ago through prophetic spokesmen. But now, he has come to 
speak in finality—the last doctrinal revelation of God to man is embodied in the person of Christ, 
captured in this sure word—the Apostles teachings.   
 
So what else?  
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4. God speaks by the Holy Spirit today. He enlightens the mind to the truth in Scripture 
he’s already revealed, and he gives us wisdom for the situations of life. 
Eph. 1:17 “I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual 
wisdom and revelation in your growing knowledge of him”  
What kind of revelation and wisdom are we talking about here?  

• The Spirit reveals direction not new doctrine. He leads, guides, opens doors, shuts 
doors—brings people into our lives who broaden our understanding and deepen our 
knowledge. God guides, God leads, the Spirit speaks. “How do you know who’s a son? Those 
led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.” For sanctification and mission… 

• He teaches in the contexts of life. This is situational revelation. God speaks through 
circumstances…And sometimes those situations and circumstances can teach us biblical 
truth better than life. Circumstances.  

o To reveal our character. He reveals the true state of the heart.  
o To refine our character. Not to condemn us but to conform us to Jesus’ image… 
o To relate his truth to real life.  A good example of this is the time God taught me and 

my son, Tyler, the principle of giving in Scripture. Tyler must have been about 7 yrs 
old. And he got this bag of Swedish fish and dumped them out on the ottoman in 
front of me in the living room (that was his first mistake). I snagged a few of them 
and he lost it. Telling me those were HIS candy. I suddenly discovered a teachable 
moment I could not resist… 

• He gives us special knowledge. This knowledge is not the result of having studied, or 
prepared, or taking a class…  

o Mind-to-mind knowledge. Bypasses conventional means of acquiring knowledge.  
1 Cor. 2:9-12 “But just as it is written, “Things that no eye has seen, or ear heard, or 
mind imagined, are the things God has prepared for those who love him.” 10 God 
has revealed these to us by the Spirit (message of Christ and the cross). For the Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who among men knows the 
things of a man except the man’s spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things 
of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things that are freely given 
to us by God.” 
The analogy of knowing God’s mind is to know one’s own mind. Let me ask you:  
(1) What are you thinking about right now in this minute?  
(2) How do you know that’s what you’re thinking? Not from inferential third 

sources…but you know it directly, immediately, veridical knowledge.  
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§ Tacit—implicit or the gift of “wordless knowledge”. This is what I call 
“operating system knowledge” like you have on your computer. Using a mac 
OS is like the OS before the fall, and Windows OS is like after the fall. It’s 
corrupted, totally depraved and darkened. The operating system is running in 
the background so that you can enjoy and use apps in the foreground. And 
sometimes God can write a line of code, do a system upgrade while you’re 
praying, and give you access to knowledge you didn’t have before but it’s 
rumbling beneath, it’s subconscious. It can be something in the subconscious 
that we just can’t quite articulate but the Spirit is stirring deep waters beneath, 
he is moving tectonic plates below. It may manifest or bubble up to an 
articulated knowledge but so far it’s just a sense, an impression, a general 
feeling that something is right or not right. Illus. Dating and interviewing. 
Thank God the Holy Spirit does this mind-to-mind communication where he 
leads and guides, and speaks these amorphous feelings, a sense, a distinct 
impression.  

The next kind of special, mind-to-mind knowledge is… 
§ Perspicuous—clear and explicit knowledge. This is the kind of knowledge God 

gives us when he brings and issue, a concern, a path or his desire for you into 
sharp focus. Could be a thought, an unmistakable impression. Could be 
crystalized in one coherent thought.  
Illus. My wife receiving a distinct impression that we were going to have a 
long and difficult road in the coming year—but she had this other thought “It’s 
going to be ok. I’m going to get you through it.” Afterwards something felt off, 
and she got a mammogram and was diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer. 
Now she has been in the fight of her life. But her oncologist met with us, looked 
at her test results, interviewed her and said, “Kerri, you’re going to have a long 
and bumpy road this year. But you aren’t going to die from this. You’re going 
to be ok. It will be a hard road but we’ll get you fixed up.” Nearly exactly what 
the Lord had told her months before in Spokane. Wow. God speaks my friend.  

 
God is by definition an unembodied mind. God can communicate by projecting his thoughts into 
yours. Which is why sometimes you cannot distinguish between your thoughts and his. Mind-to-mind 
communication.  
 
Now, let me give you some criteria for discerning the thoughts of God.  
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4 criteria for discerning God’s thoughts and “voice” in your mind and spirit.  
1. God’s thoughts will never contradict sound biblical doctrine. God’s revealed Word. God is 

perfectly consistent. If he revealed himself as one God eternally existent as a plurality of 
persons, he will never reveal to you that that doctrine is bunk. If God says “fornication, sex 
outside of the marriage of the marriage covenant is sin—then he is not going to reveal to you 
in prayer that your adulterous relationship is his will.” God never wills what is against his Word. 
Sound doctrine is vital and we can’t get along without sound teaching.  

 
2. God’s thoughts will never contradict nor diminish the Gospel of the cross. I’m zooming in a 

bit here. Paul said this to the Galatians (who had been conned into thinking that Paul’s Gospel 
was incomplete. In addition to justification by faith, salvation by grace alone, the Galatians had 
been taught by the Judaizers that they needed to add the works of Torah—circumcision, 
dietary laws, sabbath observance, and Jewish festivals. Here’s Paul told them “But even if we 
(or an angel from heaven) should preach a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let 
him be condemned to hell! 9 As we have said before, and now I say again, if any one is preaching 
to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let him be condemned to hell!” I think you 
would agree that Paul’s language here could not be stronger.  
 
• God will never give you a thought or a revelation that denies or diminishes the Gospel once 

received by the former saints in the first century. He’ll never say “Hey in addition to the 
book of Revelation I’ve got this new book that will clear it all up.”  

1 John 4:1-3 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they 
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know 
the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has come in the flesh is 
from God, 3 but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, and this is the spirit 
of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming, and now is already in the world. 
• Illus. This is the knowledge we must test…Peter’s triumphant moment in Mt. 16 when he 

speaks a thought planted in his mind by the Father through the Spirit only to find himself in 
the very next scene opposing the Father’s plan to send Jesus to the cross.  

 
And we are to test the spirits, not to uncritically accept and embrace them.  
 

3. God’s thoughts will never contradict biblical wisdom. You may be a dyed in the wool 
trinitarian Christian; a believer in his substitutionary atonement, affirming the one true and 
holy church of God and his Spirit as God’s personal, transforming presence. You may have your 
doctrine tight and right. And yet still neglect biblical wisdom. The Bible does not only teach 
right doctrine, it teaches us godly wisdom.  
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4. God’s thoughts will never permanently isolate you from community. Now if I don’t get away 
for at least one solid day of prep, my sermon will be messed up. I need to whole away for one 
day and the better part of another day so that I can dig a deep well into God’s Word, and hear 
God’s thoughts. So this is why I put the word permanently in the criteria. We will talk in this 
series about prayer and fasting and targeted isolation. Sometimes you need an extended 
period of just getting away with the Lord—getting the buzz and noise of so many other voices 
out of your mind. Turn off fox news, or msnbc—turn down the radio, get with God and hear 
his thoughts through the Word. If you think you are hearing from God and that “voice” is 
increasingly and gradually isolating you from the commonwealth of faith—if it is causing you 
to become a super-disciple who just can’t bother with all those lowly carnal Christians—then 
you are not hearing God. The evidence that God is leading you, speaking to you, guiding you is 
that you are becoming increasingly deepened in community, not isolated from it. God will 
never give you thoughts that will permanently separate you from holy community.  

 
We are going to talk a lot ab out talking to God in the coming weeks. But I want to prayer is also 
listening and responding to what God has said, and what God is saying to us.  
 
 
 


