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• MAIN POINT:  Prayer is the correct and appropriate reaction of the Christian to the 
revelation of Who God is and what He has done.  

• Prayer is our heart’s PROPER response to the GOSPEL.  

• It is true that the bible is filled with commands for all people, and specifically for 
Christians...  

• ...but that’s not the whole story... 

• If it was, then maybe the accusation that Christianity is primarily a strict system 
of morality, or a tool used to enslave and ensure an obedient population, might be 
true.. 

• ..but NOTE:  Scripture is filled with these things called INDICATIVES as well as 
IMPERATIVES.  One of these reoccurring imperatives is prayer. 

• We see it all over: 

• “16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” -1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV) 

• “2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.” -
Colossians 4:2 (ESV) 

• “12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” – Romans 
12:12 (ESV) 

• But what do some of you bible trivia addicts out there notice about the 
location of those commands?  Where in the various books do they come? 

• Right near the end... 

• 1 Thessalonians is 5 chapters long... 

• Colossians is 4 chapters long... 

• Romans is 16 chapters... 

• All of these commands to be continuosly prayerful come at the end 
of a letter that has been devoted to explaining the Gospel more 
fully to those whom it has been addressed to... uses these letters 
as indicatives... he spills far more ink about who God is and what 
He has done before he ever brings up an instruction to pray 

• The INDICATIVES to pray is not a burden being heaped on the 
believer, rather it is an indication that the believer has been 
given access, by the Gospel, to something special. 



• I have to tell you, I am so excited for this series, but since we are being honest... I have a 
fear to confess to you... 

• I get afraid, like I do with every sermon, that this message, this entire series in fact, 
will do one of two things: 

• First, that it will do nothing.  People will listen politely to it, not be particularly 
moved by it, not be more transformed into the image of Christ by it, and walk out a 
just a little more hardened towards responding to the word of God... that’s bad... 

• My second fear, is that it will turn the wonderful men and women of this church into 
Lloyd and Lydia Legalist... that they will take this mandate to engage with God in 
the intimate fellowship of prayer, and use it as a lash to beat themselves or others 
with... that it will become a heavy burden crushing people beneath the weight of all 
they do not accomplish in prayer. 

• So, to avoid both of these undesirable outcomes lets do something... instead of 
trying to get a better picture of all that we should be doing as Christians... lets 
try and get a better picture of why we CAN be engaging in meaningful, dare I 
say even enjoyable, times of prayer, both as individuals and corporately as a 
church. 

• So we know that the imperative to pray is all throughout scripture... so we are going 
to take kind of a survey course this morning in the indicative, the why, of prayer... 

• Point 1:  Prayer is the proper response to God as our CREATOR, PROVIDER, 
SUSTAINER...  

• Most of us are at least passingly familiar with the start of the book, where it says “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth...” 

• The book of Romans tells us that written into the fabric of this creation is a 
revelation of God’s power and majesty.  We see in the Psalms, that the creation 
declares the glory of God.  The proverbs tell us that the foundations of the earth 
were laid by the wisdom of God.  All of it encoded for the purpose of revealing his 
glory to us.   

• Natural Science is literally the study of the power and wisdom God! 

• It blows my mind that atheism has such a grip on so much of the scientific 
community... God has literally encoded His majesty into the microscopic 
world and put us on a planet with a GIANT WINDOW FOR AN ATMOSPHERE SO 
THAT WE CAN SEE OUT INTO THE VASTNESS OF HIS HANDIWORK! 

• And not only do we see that our response is rooted in the creation out there... it’s 
rooted in the very fabric and nature of who we are as creatures. 

• Some of this is just brute fact... that we are this way by default... 



• Even the most hardened atheist has something written into the code of their 
very being to be compelled to respond to the Creator 
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• IT IS FUNDAMENTAL TO US TO COMMUNICATE TO THE CREATOR:  Lets look at 
Genesis 1:26-28 ESV 

• Here we see that we were created for an amazing purpose...  

• To carry the glorious reign and image of God into the good creation He 
made 

• We do it both by default (we are made in His image) and by volitional 
participation (exercise dominion, procreate, etc.) 

• However, though we are made in the image of God, we are not God... we 
are capable of knowing things, but we are not omniscient, we do not possess 
all knowledge... 

• Furthermore, though we have the ability to grow in wisdom, or the 
correct application of the knowledge we do posses, we are not all-wise... 

• We were designed to be in intimate fellowship with the one who built 
us and purposed us. 

• When Adam and God walked together in the Garden in the cool of 
the day, I imagine it wasn’t just them moving along in awkward 
silence... they were talking, Adam constantly learning and asking 
questions, God constantly downloading more and more to him... 
GOD CREATED US TO BE THIS WAY... 

• It was the serpent in Genesis 3 who convinced us that we didn’t 
need to live in this intimate dependence... we could be like 
unto God... have a fuller knowledge of life and purpose, 
without Him. 

• Though this had huge consequences, it didn’t mean that our design and purpose 
or our dependence was fundamentally changed. 

• Look at Psalm 145: 14-16 ESV 

• We see here that the creation is still sustained and provided for by the 
gracious hand of God. 

• As dependent creatures, it is right and proper that we listen and 
speak constantly to the one we are dependent upon. 

• As witnesses to His majesty and glory in creation, it is right and 
proper that we are communicating our perpetual awe and gratitude. 



• As ambassadors of Him to the creation, His vice-regents by nature and 
purpose, it is right and proper that we be continually asking and 
listening for His direction. 

• Prayer is not only a right response to our overwhelming awe or utter 
dependence... 

• …but also the proper response to God as FATHER. 

• Read with me Matthew 6:7-9 ESV 

• The culture to whom Jesus was speaking was patriarchal and patrilineal... they 
derived great pride from being the descendants of Abraham.  They called him 
their father. 

• They were so proud of this that they felt it made them better than their 
neighbors. 

• Yet here is Jesus revealing to them, and to us, something quite different,, 
Instead of praying as though we are in some religious contest with our 
neighbor, or as though we have to throw more prayers skyward or else we 
won’t catch the attention of this distant transcendent being, we should be 
speak to God as a Father... as our Father.. 

• ...Dad’s out there I want you to consider this... what happens when your 
child calls out to you in genuine need, with a heart filled with trust that 
you are going to hear them?  Would you not do everything within your 
power to get to them, to respond to their need?  

•  When your little child wakes up in the morning and calls out to you does 
it not DELIGHT you to run in and be with them? 

• And if we, being EVIL, would do that for our children...  

• How much more can we trust the Lord to respond to us? How much 
can we expect Him to meet with us if we cry out to Him in prayer? 

• Remember, God made us to dwell with us... yes He made us for his glory... but the 
start of the story and the end of the story BOTH reveals God dwelling with His 
people... 

• Now turning our eyes to the nature of our purpose: the mandate to go out and 
fill the earth, which has now been redeemed and expanded in Christ’s 
commission to go and make disiciples... we come to point two... 

• Point 2:  Prayer is the proper response to God as our SOURCE OF POWER... 

• …power for holiness… power for godliness… power for ministry 



• At the end of the gospel of Matthew, Jesus gives us what is known within 
Christianity as the Great Commission… “All authority in heaven and earth…” 

• Basically he is saying: 
“Look, in the beginning you were given this commission to go out into the 
world and be fruitful and multiply, to go create new image bearers, and 
exercise dominion, etc. and through what I have done on the cross, in the 
resurrection, I have redeemed your ability to do that thing.  Go… make 
image bearers… build and steward the kingdom.. and I am going to be doing 
it in you, through you, and alongside you until the end.” 

• Exciting right!?! But then we start reading in Acts and all of a sudden 
Jesus is taken away, bodily into heaven, and the disciples are left 
standing there... thinking…. Uh, what? 

• Right before Jesus ascended, what did Jesus tell them to do? 

• To go and wait until they are imbued, filled, with power from on 
high, and for what purpose?  They will be sent out to be His 
witnesses in Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth… they 
will be filled with power to do EXACTLY what God had commanded 
them to do! 

• And what was the result? 

• First of all Peter, who had only weeks before couldn’t even 
withstand the scrutiny of a little slave girl regarding His 
relationship with Jesus, is out in the crowd preaching the 
Kingship of Christ with such clarity and boldness that people 
are cut to the heart and call out for salvation.  As a result we 
see the church starting to fulfill its commission, thousands of 
people are getting baptized and being added to the numbers 
of the household of God.  We see that when power, in the 
person of the Holy Spirit, comes upon the church, its 
effectiveness for ministry multiplies a hundred-fold! 

• Lets look at what the spirit empowered church looked like in the days shortly 
after: 

• Acts 2:42-47 ESV 

• Doesn’t that look wonderful!  A church where all needs are being met, they 
have the favor of their community, they are filled with the awe and wonder 
towards God, they are growing in their numbers, they have meaningful 
community, and are set free from the tyranny of their own possessions and 
are intensely generous… 

• Now… I want you all to look around here…  



• This group of people gathered here on the Lord’s day… this family… 
looks a lot like that picture...  

• As a pastor, I get to know a lot of the background stuff and I have 
to tell you:  

• This is potentially the most generous church I have ever been a 
part of…  

• I went to a community group on Thursday night and watched a 
group of people break bread, worship, and pray in this genuine 
and organic fashion…  

• I meet people who have poured their lives out in the service of 
this church, not to get a name on a building, but because they 
love the Lord… 

• I WANT TO GIVE GLORY TO GOD FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE 
HERE… AND I WANT TO APPLAUD YOU… 

• And I want to encourage you to pursue this even more… 

• Because there are still people who are hungry here this morning… or are 
in significant financial need… or who are intensely lonely and 
disconnected from meaningful fellowship and community…  

• There are still people here who are more in bondage to material 
possessions, or pornography, or bitterness, than they are filled with 
the awe and wonder by God. 

• Verse 42 says they did what? “…they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” 

• “Devoted themselves” indicates that they weren’t just puppets of 
God, being programmed and powered and compelled by the Spirit like 
a robot… they used their agency to commit themselves to these things 
AS A RESULT OF THE POWER given to the church.  Their commitment 
to these 4 things, including prayer, was a RESPONSE to the 
empowerment from on high… 

• It is then we see those other wonderful realities in verses 43-47 
come to fruition, they come subsequently to that act of devotion… 

• We see that devotion is connected to the growth and 
effectiveness of the church. 

• It shouldn’t be surprising that a devotion to prayer has a tremendous 
impact on ministry, when the Book of James says this about prayer: 

• Read James 5:13-18 ESV 



• I DON’T EVEN FULLY KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS!! It is 
mind blowing!!  

• To trip ourselves out even more, in the Gospel’s, we see God the Holy 
Spirit coming down upon Jesus, who was Himself God, leading Him 
where to go, empowering him for the work of the Kingdom, and yet 
Jesus ministry was so characterized by prayer it was THE only 
recorded thing the disciples ever asked Him to teach them.  Not 
raising the dead, not filling fishing nets to over flowing, not changing 
water into wine… But prayer… 

• Both the instruction in James and the example of Jesus are 
confounding to our limited human intellect… but here is what we 
can understand from them: 

• MEANINGFUL AND EFFECTIVE MINISTRY IS NOT ACCOMPLISHED 
WITH PERSUASIVE WORDS, INTENSE EMOTIONAL 
EXPERIENCES, GOOD DEEDS DONE TO THE POOR, IF THEY ARE 
ALL DRUMMED UP FROM HUMAN STRENGTH… It is 
accomplished by the Spirit of God in and through those who 
have been made righteous by Christ and have pursued 
righteousness by His Spirit, which is characterized by a 
devotion to prayer... 

• Though important, it is not just a mercenary or pragmatic exercise for a bigger or 
better church… 

• …but also the proper response to God as THE INDWELLING SPIRIT. 

• Look at Romans 8:26-27 ESV… 

• “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words.  And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” 

• Paul starts this portion of Romans off implying that the Spirit of God dwells in 
us… and partners with our own spirit to communicate more effectively with 
God. 

• It doesn’t say, the spirit intercedes for us so we don’t need to pray, it says 
that the spirit prays harder and better and more passionately than we ever 
could…  

• It says He helps us when we bring our meagre offering of prayers to the 
Lord… 

• Why? 



• I think its because no matter how holy we become this side of 
heaven, we are always going to pray wrong… we are going to pray 
too selfishly, we are going to pray to ignorantly, we are going to 
pray too heretically… compared to how the spirit prays we are 
never going to pray passionately enough… 

• When compared to the righteousness and richness of Christ’s 
prayers, or the Spirit’s prayers, we are offering a pittance to 
the Lord… 

• Yet, Revelation shows us, that our prayers are like golden 
bowls of incense before Him… they are so pleasing to Him 
when offered sincerely… 

• Remember the story of the widow’s mite? 

• The grandiose Pharisee turns in a vast sum of money as a 
tithe to the temple, and Jesus almost mocks Him for it… 
and then this meek widow gives her last food money as an 
offering to the work of the ministry, and Jesus honors her 
greatly for it. 

• We will talk about prayer as confession in a couple of weeks, but the very 
act of genuinely praying… not the Pharisaical praying to be seen as holy 
by others… but the humble offering of redeemed sinner, is itself a 
confession of weakness… a confession that we are not God… and I think 
God honors it greatly! 

• The Indwelling Spirit comes and frees us to pray the very best that we 
can muster, knowing that he is making our prayers something 
glorious… it frees us from the shame that makes us WANT to pray like 
pharisees…  

• Which connects us to our third point… 

• Point 3:  Prayer is the proper response to God as the MESSIAH and our SAVIOR... 

• Let’s look together at potentially the most taken out of context passage in the 
bible, your favorite and mine: Jeremiah 29:11 

• Well actually, to give it some context, Jeremiah 29:10-14 ESV 

• Now, unless you have personally experienced exile in Babylon, then this 
promise was not written specifically for you.   

• HOWEVER… There is pattern and type that we can extrapolate from this: 

• This is a foreshadowing of the of the rescue of God’s people in Christ… 
its revelatory of the heart of God in rescuing His people… 



• So lets look at the intended results of God’s rescue: 

• “ 

• IT WAS SO THAT THEY WOULD PRAY, SEEK, AND FIND HIM… not 
their ancestral homeland, or the blessings of the covenant with 
Abraham or Moses assured to them as a people… it was 
INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD!   

• Jesus said that Eternal Life wasn’t absence from want or 
fulfillment of all desires, it is KNOWING God… intimately… 
relationally…  

• We see the beautiful picture of the redeemed people of God in the 2nd Chapter 
of Acts that we talked about, but that whole movement, including the devotion 
to prayer we landed on, started with a spirit empowered sermon, which we’ll 
read the start of:  

• Acts 2:17-21 ESV 

• “ 

• Peter is again, quoting from the Old Testament, and then continues on to 
kind of BLAST these people with the truth that they have murdered the only 
innocent man to walk the face of the earth who was in fact the messiah and 
the son of God… and what happens… they call upon the name of the Lord, 
they are baptized, they’re given the Spirit and added to the church… they 
are taken from a place of spiritual exile and returned to the land… they are 
rescued… and how do they respond? What we see in Verse 42 of Acts 2 and 
verses 12-14 from the Jeremiah passage… They devote themselves to prayer, 
to seeking after God… We see God accomplishes this purpose revealed in 
Jeremiah across the entire sweep of history… looking further back we see 
him accomplishing His purpose for humanity as a whole… a people for 
Himself…  

• However, although our prayer is a distinct response to a GREAT BIG GOD WHO 
ORDAINS AND DIRECTS THE FLOW OF HISTORY TO ACCOMPLISH A TASK…  

• …but also the proper response to God as the SON and our FRIEND. 

• If we are philosophically and intellectually rigorous about this, we have to ask 
some questions about how God can hear our prayers… like it is kind of a problem 

• We see passages like Proverbs 15:29 ESV which says: 

• “The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.” 

• And we should be at least a little concerned… 



• I have heard answers to the concern like, “Well you know because God 
knows we aren’t perfect so he can just kind of ignore unrighteousness…” 

• But it says that the Lord is FAR from the wicked… not just overlooking 
their wickedness… and I don’t know about you, but I know there is 
still some measure of wickedness that is not fully dead within my 
flesh… how can I be sure my prayers are even heard? 

• “Well God is like totally able to kind of not pay attention to that, 
knowing that in general you want to have a good heart.” 

• But isn’t his standard, like, actual perfect holiness… to be Holy 
even as He is Holy? 

• “Well yeah, but He is mature enough that can just kind of 
make it not matter, again… its justifiable because no one is 
perfect.” 

• But what about Proverbs 17:15 ESV where it says: 

• “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous 
are both alike an abomination to the Lord.” 

• “Well dude, you are talking about the OLD Testament God, that’s not who 
we pray to…” 

• All of those dumb, faithless, and pat answers, in my experience, actually 
contributes to less prayer, especially when we feel dry spiritually…  

• We start to wonder things like: 

• “Is God really hearing me, or is my sin making Him ignore me?” 

•  “Did I really call upon the name of the Lord… did I really do it right?  
Were my motives pure enough? 

• “I am struggling with this ongoing sin and it feels like the heavens above 
me are bronze, so I must have out-sinned God’s grace, or maybe I was 
never saved at all.” 

• “How CAN God hear me when I am such an awful creature…” 

• “How can God violate His standard in order to hear my prayer?” 

• Listen, in those moments, its not that we are just taking a high view of sin, we are 
taking a low view of Christ… so of course we won’t pray to Him… it just feels 
confusing… 

• We respond in prayer when we see Christ as He is… not as the caricature 
that we sometimes hold in our minds…  

• If all we see is gentle Jesus walking in Birkenstocks, a white tunic, and a 
purple sash, practicing healthy activism by redistributing the wealth of a 



young boy in order to feed the hungry, and gives subtle winks to our sin, 
then our prayer life is gonna drop off pretty quick… 

• Or if we only see Jesus as a merciless table flipper and whip fashioner, a 
prize fighter with a tattoo on his thigh and a commitment to make 
someone bleed as one pastor notoriously called him, who won’t accept 
anything but the perfectly comprehended and unadulterated truth in 
every word that you speak to him, then your prayer life is never going to 
get off the ground… 

• We must see Him as the eternally existing Son who stepped down out of the 
unknowable wonder of heaven, and became like us, learned our hurts and 
infirmities, had compassion on us, bore witness in teaching to the reality of 
Who God is, confronted the perversions of the prevailing religious system 
and religious elites, who manifested His own glory by changing water to 
wine and raising people from the dead. The incarnate Son of God and Son of 
Man who ate with sinners without becoming one, accepted the extravagant 
worship of a prostitute, and the bite of the Roman scourge, who witnessed 
the betrayal of friends whose dirty feet he had just scrubbed the dust and 
horse manure off.  The silent King who brushed off the insult to His limitless 
authority from some petty regional governor who was trying to save his own 
backside.  But we must also see Him, sweating blood in the Garden, gripped 
by the terror of what was to come.  We must also see Him hanging on a 
cross, see Him as a horror to all who saw Him, and experiencing the 
unrestrained, unmitigated wrath of God.  Why must we see Him this way? 

• Look at 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 ESV 

• 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

• God treated Jesus the way that you ought to have been treated, so that He 
would be justified in treating you the way Jesus ought to have been treated. 

• He prayed “My God My God why have you forsaken me?” So that we would 
never have to… 

• And why? For His own glory, but also: because of love. 

• John 15:13 ESV


