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1. Christ has been raised in Authority (Mt. 28:1-6; 18). 
Matthew 28:18 “And Jesus came and said to them, “‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.’” 

• Authority to make atonement for sin. This idea of atonement in Scripture just means “to 
make restitution in order to reconcile a broken relationship.” When Jesus directly forgives a 
paralyzed man of his sins—and the rabbinic pundits buried in the crowd are aghast and think 
in their hearts, “Who but God alone can forgive a man’s sins?” And it was the right question. 
Rom. 3:23-25 “Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.” 

Jesus has been given all authority to make restitution for our transgressions. God reserved the 
right to institute the sacrificial system in the temple. And all those sacrifices presaged or 
foreshadowed a final sacrifice in the suffering servant. Jesus has brought that sacrificial system 
and the entire apparatus—the Temple to its intended completion, and now its obsolescence. Jesus 
has the authority to forgive sins. To set right that which has been corrupted in the fall. And he 
raises to life with all authority in heaven and on earth.  
• Authority to reign supreme as the risen and exalted King. But Jesus is not just a perfect, 

sinless lamb in sacrifice for our sins—he is slain and risen king. His Kingdom is inaugurated 
through his death for us—his claims as King of Kings and Lord of lords is vindicated by his 
resurrection—and all of that is now actuated—actualized in his exaltation and ascension to the 
right hand of God—sovereign over all. Colossians 1:19 Paul states in Col. 1 that Christ is the 
creator, the rightful heir of God’s Kingdom, the preeminent Son for whom and through whom 
all things have been made. “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross.” 

Now, Jesus could have risen from the dead and done all sorts of things like subdue all earthly 
kingdoms geopolitically. Just raised and established and earthly rule right then and there. He 
could’ve taken out immediate vengeance on his enemies or restored all things to Paradise—the way 
it was in Eden. But he doesn’t do any of that.  

And instead of taking retribution out on his enemies, instead of immediately coming in glory and 
power and authority to the nations—he simply reveals himself to his closest followers.  
Which leads us to the next point from the passage… 
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2. Christ has been witnessed by the Apostles (28:10-16). 
• By women in the apostolic community (28:1-10). Which was unusual considering that a 

woman’s testimony was considered at that time not admissible, unless it was in their own 
divorce proceedings, or unless they were being paid as a witness to a crime. But they are the 
first witnesses who tell the disciples what they’ve seen. Jesus has a tendency to reveal himself 
to the lowly, the social misfits—the least of these. 

• By the Apostles and earliest followers of Christ (28:16-17).  
Illus. A dream of my dad after he passed away. I was sure my father was lost forever. I was 
obsessed with it actually. Worried he went to hell. One day I was asking my mother about it and 
my brother lunged at me and attacked me and we got into a knock down drag out fight right there 
in the living room. My poor mamma. Not only did she have to figure out how to deal with the loss 
of her husband but two very angry and lost teenage boys. That night I had the most vivid dream I 
have ever had. I dreamed I was sitting in the hallway of our home and suddenly this light was 
above me. Immediately this holy panic came over me. It wasn’t terror like a nightmare, it was as I 
say a holy sense of panic that something or someone powerful was present in that hallway with 
me. Then I heard my dad’s voice in the dream and it was clear as a bell. There was a certain way 
that my dad said my name—he said it in a way that only he could say it. The timbre of his voice, 
the lilt of his southern accent—and I looked up and saw my dad bathed in light, in fact he was 
wearing something I could only describe as clothing made of light (this was dream remember). I 
was immediately frightened and started by his glorious appearance and he suddenly swooped 
down towards me in the hall and flew up through the ceiling—light was gone—and I woke up in 
a sweat like I had a fever. I knew immediately something about that dream. It was a dream. It 
didn’t happen in reality. I saw no heavenly vision, it wasn’t real. It was just a dream. As real as it 
felt, for days I couldn’t shake the feeling that I had really seen my dad. But I hadn’t. It was a 
mental image given to me while I slept. Nothing more, nothing less. And I knew the difference 
and so did the apostles of Jesus.   
1 John 1:1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life” 
The Disciples knew the difference between a dream and reality. And their experience of the risen 
Jesus was so real, they remember all putting their hands into his scarred hands and feeling the scar 
in his physical body—on his side. They remember Jesus suddenly appearing and eating broiled 
fish with them. Walking, talking—being present in his glorified body.  

Jesus was first seen by the women who reported his resurrection to them. And he was then seen 
by the Apostles and they knew it wasn’t a vision, a dream, or a hallucination. It was real. He was 
really alive and they witnessed it.  
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3. Christ has authorized his followers to proclaim the Good News (Matthew 
28:19-20). Despite a false narrative… (Mt. 28:11-15). The religious leaders’ first instinct is to 
invent an alternative story. The disciples stole the body. But we note that the truth is always 
accompanied by a falsehood—those who would distort the story as it happened and present an 
alternative to deny God’s truth always immediately accompany the truth of the Gospel.  
This commission contains one primary command (make disciples) and three subordinate phrases, 
these participles going, baptizing, teaching (Wilkins, 951). 
Here’s what they’ve been authorized to do… 

• To make disciples…A disciple is follower of the Master. In the first century the word 
“disciple” referred to one who has moved into a vital association with the Master. An initiate 
and a follower. In Luke’s Gospel and in the book of Acts, the word “disciple” is used 
interchangeably with the word “believer” or “saint.” A disciple is a believer, a believer is a 
disciple.  

• Go therefor to all nations…Our commission to go is because of “therefore”—which means 
“in light of the aforementioned”—because he has risen with all authority to reconcile 
humanity and the world, to be seated at the right hand of God in power until all the nations are 
brought to subjection to his rule—because of this we are now authorized to go into the world. 
We have no vocation beyond this commission. We’re not called to be a social organization of 
personal empowerment. We’re not called to be a political movement that defends a worldly 
government’s charter. We’re not called to be advocacy group or a compassionate non-profit. 
But we are a sent community. We are by nature a going, sending, missional community. This 
going, sending, missional mindset is in our collective DNA. It’s baked into the cake.  

• Baptizing Christ-followers…The first way in which we make disciples is to initiate the new 
believer into the community of faith through baptism. There were two kinds of baptisms in the 
ancient world: 1) ritual cleansings for daily impurities, 2) proselyte baptism: repenting of their 
paganism and joining the Jewish faith. Christianity adopted the second and not the first. People 
who are initiated into the faith, who have been baptized by the Holy Spirit at a heart level 
through faith—they come to the waters of baptism as a public declaration to say: “I am born 
again into this family. I identify with this faith.” This has to do with conversion.  
In the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit—now, the “name” is commonly used in Scripture 
to designate the power of the authorizing agent. In this case it is clear that the word “name” is 
singular while three persons are representational of that one name—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  

• Teaching them to observe Christ’s teaching…The phrase “teaching them to obey” is really 
an idea about instructing an apprentice in a trade or a craft. This teaching involves a fair 
amount of information content. A person has to learn the rudiments, intermediate, and 
advanced knowledge of a trade or profession. But it also entails a practical element as well. 
Learning the actual skills involved in the trade. The best teaching happens when the 
informational content is married to practical application. And this is precisely what we want to 
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do in making disciples. Jesus’ disciples must sit at his feet and learn Kingdom truths and 
Kingdom values. But we must also have a heart to apply his word and reinforce it in the 
context of life.  

Takeaways for today… 
• Be bold and courageous. You have been authorized to make disciples. Expect opposition. 

From the prince of the power of the air, from those under his control.  
• Be committed and undeterred. Expect setbacks. They’re normal and natural, but God has 

called us to an unswerving commitment to reach our world for Christ.  
• Be specific and focused. God hasn’t called this one church to reach every nation or people 

group. But he has called us to focus on certain ones, and he may be calling you and your 
family to support certain ones of the missionaries we support. I encourage you to pray and be 
specific and focused in your support, just as a church we are doing the same. 
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