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- If you didn’t catch it, the text that we’re gonna be in this morning comes from the book of 2 
Kings chapter 2, and it begins with this awesome story of two men, Elijah and Elisha. My full 
name being Elijah, I’ve always been drawn to the stories about my namesake, and this story 
in particular grabbed me even as a little boy. The picture of Elijah being taken up in a chariot 
of fire while his younger protege, Elisha, watched in bewilderment—as far as cool stories in 
the Bible go, this one might not be the coolest, but I think it’s up there.

- Unfortunately, just about every commentary you read on this story was written by some 
wet blanket scholar who is always quick to point out that it wasn’t the chariot of fire that 
took Elijah into heaven, it was a whirlwind. Which… whatever. It’s still super cool.

- Now while some of you may be familiar with this story, I’m willing to bet there are some in the 
congregation today who are sitting there, thinking, “Alright, 30 seconds in and I’m officially 
confused. Apparently, we’re talking about two guys with frustratingly similar names, and one 
of them either was or wasn’t taken up to heaven in a chariot of fire. Clear as mud, Eli. Keep 
going.”

- But hold on! Before you check out, let’s talk through this. There are couple of key questions 
that we need to ask ourselves before we get into this story. And the first is this…

- Who are these guys? Like really? And Elijah and Elisha… their names are way to 
similar, I’ll give you that. But let’s talk about it, let’s talk through who these guys were. 
First thing you need to know: Elijah and Elisha were prophets. They were men that 
God used to speak to other people and represent Him in the world. As representatives of 
God, we see them often speaking on behalf of God and also performing all kinds of 
signs and miracles that testify to God’s power.

- But Elijah and Elisha were not just prophets, two individuals who had been handed 
similar job descriptions… They were friends. More than that even, Elijah was Elisha’s 
mentor, his guide, his teacher. Elisha learned under Elijah and understood what it meant 
to be a part of the prophetic ministry as he watched Elijah do it.

- And the scene that is here in 2 Kings Ch 2, what we’re seeing here is the end of that 
mentor/mentee relationship between Elijah and Elisha. Apparently, Elijah has been 
feeling for some time that his ministry is coming to a close… And so in v. 1-6, as Elijah 
travels to Bethel and Jericho, he’s essentially doing a farewell circuit. He’s saying his 
goodbye’s to the schools of prophets that are in these areas. Until he gets to the Jordan 
River. [MANTLE ACTION DESCRIPTION]— And once he and Elisha have miraculously 
crossed over, Elijah prepares to leave this young man that he’s spent so much time and 
effort and energy pouring into.

- And knowing that this would probably be the last conversation that he had on earth, 
Elijah asks Elisha a crucial question: “Before I leave, before God takes me up, what 
can I do for you? What can I give you? What can I pass on to you?”
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- And Elisha asks a hard thing. He asks a bold thing! He says, “I want a double 
portion of your spirit to be upon me. Just as a father would pass on a double portion 
of his inheritance to his eldest son, Elijah, I ask that I might be your primary spiritual 
inheritor. I want to continue the legacy that you have passed on to me.”

- Soon after this, as they’re walking and talking, that famous chariot of fire rips out of the sky, 
separating them, and Elijah is taken up to heaven in a whirlwind.

- And as readers of the story, we intuitively know something: this story isn’t about Elijah 
anymore. It’s about Elisha. And as Elijah’s cloak falls to the ground and Elisha figuratively 
and literally takes on the mantle of his mentor, the question that you have in your mind, 
whether you know it or not, as he stands before the banks of the Jordan River, is this: Did it 
work? Is Elisha really going to inherit the spiritual power and prowess of the man who came 
before him? Is he going to measure up to Elijah? — And that question is answered for us in v. 
14…

- READ v. 14, 15

- As Elisha strikes the river with Elijah’s old mantle, puts it on, and strides confidently across as 
the water moves out of his way, the answer to our question is an emphatic Yes. When he 
reaches the other side, the prophets who had been following him and Elijah bow down before 
him and acknowledge: “The spirit of Elijah now rests on Elisha.”

- And in that moment, all of Elisha’s training for the prophetic ministry, all of his mentor’s 
teaching and coaching, the years of pouring into this guy’s life—we realize: it was worth it. 
The fruit that has come out of this relationship has come to bear, and it is sweet. Elisha is 
walking in the power of the Spirit of the Living God, he is a force to be reckoned with in Israel, 
and he will go on to do twice as much for the Kingdom of God than Elijah did.

- As the Student Ministries Pastor here at CCC, I count it as one of my highest privileges to 
watch your Jr High and High School students grow in their relationship with Jesus. Every 
week I’m humbled by the very idea that God would choose to use me to be a part of what He 
is doing in their lives. And my desire for these guys, my desire for our students, my desire for 
this next generation, is that they would be Elisha’s. My prayer and my heart for them is that 
we would see them grow up, like Elisha, living and moving in the power of the Lord, doing 
even more for the Kingdom of God than the generations that have come before them…

- And while you may agree with these hopes and with this heart for our students, I’m willing to 
bet that some of you consider it to be something of a pipe dream. “Yeah Eli, it’s a great 
desire and we love your heart, we love your enthusiasm, that’s why we’ve put you with 
teenagers… But have you seen this generation? Have you seen their iPhones and their 
Facebook and their Pokemon Go? Have you seen how distractible they are? Have you seen 
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how technologically dependent they are? how unaware of world events they are? how little 
grounding and understanding and time they seem to have of and for the Christian faith? We 
have doubts, we have worries about our young people.”

- Church, do not think that I am ignorant of these things… I belong the generation of 
people known as Millennials/Generation Y. The three words that are most used to 
describe my generation are narcissistic, lazy, and delusional.  And if you do a google 
search on the words “Church” and “Millennials”, you will find articles almost exclusively 
with these kinds of titles: “Why Millennials are leaving the church”, “As Millennials leave 
the church, youth ministers ponder scary stats”, “How to effectively reach and retain 
Millennials”, “Why the church needs Millennials but Millennials don’t need church.” 
Probably nobody needs to tell you, especially after that cursory glance, that church 
attendance among the emerging generation is lower than it ever has been on a 
global scale. I also probably don’t need to tell you that no generation was ever created in 
a vacuum, and the young people in the generation below us is following in our footsteps.

- You may or may not be able to tell… the struggles and issues that have surfaced with this 
generation is something of a pet subject of mine. I think about it a lot, I read about it a lot. If 
you want some books specifically about how technology has changed the way we 
communicate and interact, I’ve got some suggestions for you. But the first one I will tell you to 
get is called Almost Christian, written by a woman named Kenda Creasy Dean. In it, she 
presents a synthesis of data that was collected during the massive 2005 survey, the National 
Study of Youth and Religion. She says this about young people in the church… QUOTE, pg 6 
— Church, our young people are slipping through the ever-widening cracks, and real 
authentic Christianity has quickly become the exception among teenagers, not the rule. 
There’s a disconnect, and the mantle isn’t being passed on.

- And so the question for us this morning is not, “How do we salvage the Christian Church in 
America?” The question is certainly not, “How can we go out with a bang?” The question is, 
“How can we, like Elijah, pass the mantle to the next generation? How can we successfully 
and confidently hand off the leadership of the church to our youth group? How can we pass 
on a consequential faith story that will give young people the tools and the passion they need 
to live and move in the power of God as Elisha once did?” What are we missing that these 
two men had? What are we not doing?

- I would argue that Elijah, many years before 2 Kings Ch 2 ever happened, actually found 
himself in a similar place. If you flip back in your Bibles to 1 Kings Ch 19, you’ll see what I 
mean… Ch 19 is an interesting season of life for Elijah because he’s just come off of this 
huge spiritual victory, really the highlight of his career. He’s just publicly humiliated Baal, one 
of Canaan’s favorite false gods, and he actually executed 450 of Baal’s prophets in the 
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aftermath. He’s sitting pretty high right now. But unfortunately, one of the most wicked and 
powerful women to walk the earth, Queen Jezebel, catches wind of Elijah’s victory, and she is 
not pleased, to say the least.

- In v. 2 of Ch 19, she sends a messenger to Elijah with this message: READ v. 2. In other 
words, “I’m coming for you, Elijah. I’m coming for you and I’m gonna kill you. Tomorrow.” A 
pretty sudden turn events here…

- And Elijah does what I’m pretty sure any of us would have done. He high tails it out of 
there. He runs! And that victory he had suddenly sours in his heart as he faces he reality 
of the repercussions… In a flash of frustration and bitterness, he cries out to God in v. 
10, and he says, READ v. 10.

- “God, what’s going on? I have done so much for you, I have been zealous for your 
name. I have been faithful to you. And yet now my enemies are coming to kill me. 
And I don’t know if you noticed, God. But there’s nobody else who’s fit to fill this 
prophetic office once I’m gone! I’m alone in this! I’m the only one! Once I’m gone, 
who will carry on the faith? Once I’m dead, who will follow in my footsteps? 
Nobody!”

- And God is so gracious to Elijah… His words come back soft, gentle, and healing. And in v. 
16, he tells him, “Elijah, you are most certainly not the only one left in all of Israel who has not 
bowed the knee to Baal… There’s a young man up north in the town of Abel Meholah. His 
name Elisha and his father’s name is Shaphat. He’s waiting for you. Go, get him, anoint him. 
He will take the prophetic office when you’re gone.”

- When Elijah despaired that there was nobody fit to take his place, God agreed. There 
were no other trained prophets of Yahweh in Israel that could take Elijah’s place, no obviously 
qualified leaders who could carry on the faith. And so God sends Elijah to train up a prophet 
himself.

- And you guys, this is my first real encouragement to you this morning… The number of 
young people who are ready to take up the mantle of church leadership are few. And if you 
are worried or anxious about the spiritual state of my generation or the generation below us, 
go! Do something about it! — Did you know that, you—all of you sitting here this morning—
you are the best and most powerful weapon we have in the battle against spiritual apathy in 
the lives of young people? It’s true!

- Dean, again in her book Almost Christian, says this about the part that you have to play in the 
live of our students, and I think she’s right: QUOTE pg 11

- You guys, the burden of raising up a new generation of young people who love Jesus 
and do His Kingdom work is certainly a Student Ministries issue, but it is not solely a 
Student Ministries issue—it is a church issue. It is a Body issue. This is a responsibility 
that is ours to shoulder together: to raise up young people in the way they should go.
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- And so with all of the love in my heart, church, I beg you: there are plenty of young people in 
Idaho Falls, there are plenty of young people at Christ Community Church, Elisha’s looking 
for an Elijah. Will you go? And will you challenge them to live out their faith in such a way that 
it becomes more than, as Dean phrased it, “an extracurricular activity”?

- Because if you continue to read the rest of this story, you’ll find that when Elijah approached 
Elisha and invited him to be a part of what God was doing in the world, neither of them 
viewed it that way… Prophetic ministry was not an extra thing that Elisha was adding to 
his schedule like community soccer or band practice. On the contrary, he was taking up an 
entirely new way of life that would require all of who he was. We know he thought this way 
about it, because before he left to follow Elijah, he literally took his livelihood, the equipment 
he used to plow his fields, and he burned it. He used it as fuel to cook one last meal with his 
family, essentially telling Elijah, “My old life is behind me. I’m your servant now. I’m your 
disciple. Let’s go.”

- Both Elijah and Elisha understood the consequence/weightiness of this call, that following 
God is not something you pencil in to your calendar on Sunday or Tuesday, rather it 
consumes in extra thick Sharpie every day of every month.

- Do we communicate that to young people? Or do we give them watered down 
expectations for what the Christian life actually demands? Are we afraid that they’ll turn 
away if we ask them to count the cost? or worse, are we afraid they can’t do it?

- As the Student Ministries Pastor, when I’m up here, I feel on some level a kind of 
responsibility to bring to the table some sort of pop culture reference so that you guys know 
that I’m with it and hip enough to work with teenagers… Last month I talked about the 
Christmas movie Elf. This morning, I’m gonna go more current. I want to talk about the 
Avengers.

- If you’re unfamiliar with the Avengers, I’m sad for you, but I also understand. There are 
approximately one million movies out about the Avengers right now, and it can be hard to 
keep up. Bottom line, the Avengers are superheroes. They’re a group of people who 
have cool superpowers and frequently save the world from super-villains. 

- The last proper Avengers movie came out last year, it’s called Age of Ultron. And 
there’s this scene in where every time I watch it—it’s a small scene, but it’s so powerful. 
There’s a guy who’s a part of this superhero team, the Avengers, and his name is 
Hawkeye. He and the rest of the Avengers are busy fighting the bad guys who seem to 
have the upper hand at the moment, and he runs into this young woman who’s new to 
team. Her name is Wanda, and she’s scared. She clearly doesn’t know what she’s 
doing. She’s scrambling, she’s running away from the action. Her engagement with the 
enemy is tepid and cautious. And Hawkeye takes her aside and he tells her this: “Are 
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you up for this? Are you? Look, I’m going out there because it’s my job, and I can’t do 
my job and babysit. It doesn’t matter what you did or what you were. If you go out there, 
you fight, and you fight to kill. Staying here you’re safe, but if you step out that door, 
you’re an Avenger.”

- And I love that scene and it stirs my heart because I love that Hawkeye 
communicates the consequential nature of what he’s calling Wanda to do. If she 
stays hidden away from the action and disengages, yeah she can coast, she’ll 
probably be fine. But if she goes out there, if she accepts this call, if she commits 
herself to joining in the fray, her whole life changes. And there’s no pulling punches, 
there’s no room for half-heartedness. If she’s gonna fight, then she’s expected to 
fight to kill.

- You guys, this is the call. This is the call that Elijah gave to Elisha and this is the same call 
that we as a church are to give to our students, because the nature of the invitation to follow 
God hasn’t changed! When we call a person to follow God, we are giving them an invitation to 
do something of consequence, an invitation to do something hard, and invitation to fight. 

- And if we’re wondering why our teenagers spend most of their time on their phones or 
binge-watching Netflix, I think it’s safe to say that at least part of the reason is that we are not 
communicating this call to them. By and large, young people have been taught that Jesus is 
safe and nice, that God desires our happiness above all else, that the Creator of the universe 
exists to get me out of a jam after a string of poor choices. And we ask ourselves why young 
people are bored by church…

- You guys, if we want to see our young people, this next generation—if want to see them, like 
Elisha, living and moving in the power of the Spirit of the Lord, we must commit to calling to 
something bigger than a feel-good Christianity. We must commit ourselves to teaching and 
living out our faith honestly. We must commit ourselves to doing this, and doing it together. 

- So what now? What does that look like? What am I really asking you to do?
- Well first off, I’m not asking you all to join the Student Ministries staff.
- But here’s what I am asking you to do. Two things…

- Expect much out of these young people. Do not lower the bar and baby them 
into a mamby-pamby Christianity where the standards are relaxed and the stakes 
are low. Nobody has time for that. But challenge them to really take hold of the life 
that Jesus offers, dare them to carry their cross, call them to live alongside you a 
faith that fights to kill. We cannot expect a generation of authentic Christians to 
emerge if we don’t invite them into authentic Christianity.

- Know that more is caught than taught. I’m convinced that when the high 
schoolers who I have now have graduated and moved on, they’re not going to 
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remember very much of what I said to them. The content of the messages I preach 
every Tuesday will most likely have disappeared into some dark recess in their 
brains. And that’s OK. We all do that, we all leak… But knowing that, my goal is to 
behave in such a way that I become a living message, a model/example of what it 
looks like to live and love like Jesus did. Because when all is said and done, that’s 
what they’re gonna remember… That’s what sticks. And that’s the way that a 
congregation teaches the next generation.

- Church, will you join me in that? Will we as a Body commit to training up the 
next generation in the way that they should go? Will we faithfully pass on this 
mantle? Only then will we see our young people living and moving in the 
power of the Spirit of the Lord, only then can they go on to do twice as much 
as we ever could for the Kingdom of God. Let that be our desire, church.


