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Our Spiritual Privileges in Christ (1:4-14) 
1. From God the Father (1:4-6) P, 17 (and 21 for point 3) 

• We are blessed to be chosen and predestined (1:3-6, 11). 
Last week we began where Paul does. An exuberant celebration that before the creation of the world, God 
chose and predestined us to be holy and blameless in Christ, to be adopted as his own sons and daughters in Christ.  
 

o But we also mentioned that God takes into account these subjunctives of counterfactual creaturely 
freedom.  

o God doesn’t just know what could happen. 
o God knows what would happen were he to realize this world vs. another kind of world (he holds this 

hypothetical knowledge). 
o God knows what will happen, and Sovereignly decrees free creatures in the circumstances they find 

themselves.  
 
So if God is Sovereign, and he predestines the world as it is, and he providentially oversees its unfolding and ultimate 
end—are the creatures (us) really free in a moral or libertarian sense? I think so based on several lines of reasoning: 

• Creaturely freedom appears to be part of our original design. Gen. 2:15-17 “God told Adam in the Garden, 
The Lord God took the man and placed him in the orchard in Eden to care for it and to maintain it. 16 Then 
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat fruit from every tree of the orchard, 17 but you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will surely die.” 
BTW, when God comes looking for them, he asks them if they have eaten of the tree, and the Hebrew is 
the same in Gen. 3 as it is in 2. “Have you freely eaten of the tree?” 

• Josh 24:15 “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

• Jn. 7:17 “Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or 
whether I speak on my own.” 

• John 8:32-33 “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. They answered him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set 
free?...36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

• 2 Cor. 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is present, there is freedom.” 
 
New Testament scholar D. A. Carson identifies nine kinds of texts that appear to affirm human free choices: (1) People 
face a multitude of divine exhortations and commands, (2) people are said to obey, believe, and choose God, (3) 
people sin and rebel against God, (4) people’s sins are judged by God, (5) people are tested by God, (6) people receive 
divine rewards, (7) the elect are responsible to respond to God’s initiative, (8) prayers are not mere showpieces 
scripted by God, and (9) God literally pleads with sinners to repent and be saved (Divine Sovereignty and Human 
Responsibility: Biblical Perspectives in Tension, pp. 18-22). 
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Our Spiritual Privileges in Christ (1:4-14) 
1. From God the Father (1:4-6) P. 17 

• We are blessed to be chosen and predestined (1:3-6, 11). 
You should know that this long, winding, spiral of a sentence (vs. 3-14) is unprecedented in the ancient world. The 
sentence creates for us a fully charged liturgy, a drum beat of his Majesty, its gushing character is 
unmatched either in the NT or in other Greek letters and literature from the time.  
The statement is a celebration of God the Father’s past election of us from eternity; of God the Son’s present blessings 
of our present redemption; and the Holy Spirit’s work of sealing and sanctifying us for the future.  
 
We are blessed from God the Father… 

2. In God the Son (1:7-10) P. 17 in your journal 
We are… 

• blessed to be redeemed. 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace which he lavished on us.” 
The word redemption means “ransom price” which was paid in the ancient world for: hostages, slaves, 
captives and victims of injustice. It could also refer on a rare occasion to the liberation of a prisoner 
convicted unjustly. Everyone understands “justice” and fundamental fairness in judgment. And God has 
provided a way to satisfy the demands of Justice while simultaneously forgiving the offender. We are 
redeemed in the shed blood of Christ on the cross.  
o Ps. 49:7-9 “Certainly a man cannot rescue his brother; he cannot pay God an adequate ransom price 

8 (the ransom price for a human life is too high, and people go to their final destiny), 
9 so that he might continue to live forever and not experience death.” Articulates dilemma and 
consequence. 

o Mk. 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

o Acts 20:28 “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood” 

God has redeemed us—paid the ransom price—satisfied his just demands for sin, having purchased us with 
the His own blood shed on a cross for the forgiveness of our trespasses.  
Illus. The adoption metaphor in the ancient world would have immediately created an image in the 
Greek’s mind. He would have seen in his mind a wealthy landowner coming down to the wharf and 
watching the latest batch of young male and female slaves parade on the slave-trader pedestal. There, he 
would bid for a healthy, hopefully handsome, and well taken care of slave boy. Then the aristocrat, who 
was childless, would take the slave home, have him marked, or branded with his own seal of ownership, 
and then begin the process of his transformation to a son, an heir—he would have his other servants clean 
him up, trim his hair in short Roman fashion, get him ready for his court date. March him down to the court 
and present papers of adoption. Have the adoption paper work filed and approved. And take home the 
future heir of his estate. Within a week or so, the once slave who is now dressed in freedman’s attire, is 
seen walking with his new father through markets and being taught how to become a proper Greco-Roman 
aristocrat. All of this is a picture of Roman adoption for heirless noblemen. This is precisely the image that 
Paul has evoked in the minds of his Greek and Roman readers.  
Except in this case, the Father’s ransom price for his predestined adopted sons is the death and rejection 
of his own unique Son by nature. The Church of God, Paul says, was bought with God’s own blood.  
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Next, he says that in Christ we are… 
• blessed to have all wisdom and insight. 1:8 “With all wisdom and understanding…” This passage is a bit 

jarring for me personally. You would be surprised to know just how often I pray for wisdom in leadership 
and insight into God’s Word and his truth. So to discover here that Paul teaches that we have already been 
blessed with “all wisdom and insight” makes me do a double take. But we should understand the context 
and sense in which Paul is using these terms here.  
o “Knowledge”—the informational or propositional content of a thing.  
o “Wisdom” was used by the ancient Greeks to mean “the general principle of reason as it relates to 

knowledge” while “insight” more specifically meant the intuition needed to apply those principles.  
o He says that we have been given “all” which here obviously means “all relevant” or “all sufficient” 

wisdom and insight. The Gospel as it has been revealed through Jesus’ original 12 disciples is an all-
sufficient knowledge, wisdom, and the insightful application of that message in redemption.  
Paul says, “we’ve been blessed (in His day) to have it all—knowledge, wisdom, and insight because we 
have Christ—all of that is present in Christ.   

 
Again, in Christ we are… 

• blessed to know the secret of his will (1:9). “he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ”  
o God had kept the message of the Messiah dying and rising from the dead somewhat hidden in the 

prophets. These messages about Jesus were buried, embedded in prophecies that had a temporary 
application for their time. But they also had these cryptic elements that appeared to have a far future 
significance. 

o Illus. It’s like a bag of 1,000 puzzle pieces. How difficult it would be to assemble the puzzle without the 
picture on the front of the box. Jesus comes to earth and gives us the perfect picture of God. “You’ve 
seen me” Jesus said, “and you’ve seen the Father”—what are you looking at when you read about or 
look at Jesus? You’re seeing the picture on the front of the box. The whole puzzle is assembled in him—
his life, his death, his resurrection, and his future coming in glory. And once you see it, you can never 
unsee it. The mystery is no longer cryptic. It’s no longer encoded, it’s decoded—and God is now 
revealing this manifold (multifaceted) puzzle/mystery through the Church. We proclaim that Gospel.  

o Illus. The faddish 3-D mosaic paintings in the 90’s. Just a mosaic of nothing. You relax your eyes and 
then voila! You see the space shuttle just pops out in three D. Just a cool optical illusion. But then 
after I saw it, I could never unsee it. And that’s the way the mystery—the multifaceted truth of Jesus 
the Messiah scattered across centuries of OT scriptures is. You can make out a piece here and there—
but until you see it all assembled in the person of Jesus it’s just an interesting mosaic of prophecies.  

Summary: So, God has extravagantly given us an all-sufficient revelation of His Son—we have all the 
propositional content, we have all the wisdom and understanding we need for a prudent application of it. 
And that message of Christ was a puzzle “the manifold wisdom of the cross”—the multifaceted 1,000-
piece mystery that is now made clear in the life and work of Jesus the Messiah. And he gave that secret 
to us to share with all. 
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He further tells us that in Christ we are… 
• blessed to be subjects in his Kingdom (1:10, 21-23). “to be put into effect when the times reach their 

fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ… 
o Illus. Here, we should point out the most successful revolutionary, seditious king in Rome’s history. A 

Greek king who fancied himself the heir of Alexander the Great, the heir of Darius the Persian king. 
Mithradates for centuries after his revolt against Rome—was praised for his military genius. His 

ability to avoid being poisoned by members of his household was legendary.  
Mozart’s first opera was inspired by his illustrious life. For centuries poets, musicians, historians 
and playwrights have romanticized his conquests, conspiracies, concubines, and his enigmatic death. 
Mithradates is a cautionary story. He is Rome’s most ruthless and ambitious opponent who claimed 
the title “King of all kings and Lord of all lords.” And for this, Rome relentlessly pursued him and 
crushed him, nearly wiping the memory of him from the face of the earth. And this is what they do. 
If you have a leader who stridently claims that they are the King who will bring unity and pax to the 
world; they are the king who will bring all powers, armies, dominions, and titles under their rule; and 
he is the one who will place all rivals under his feet as the good news of his kingdom fills the whole 
earth—that’s a claim you for sure don’t want to make in Rome. Now, let’s read that passage again in 
that light… 

(Eph. 1:10, 21-23) “To be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things 
in heaven and on earth under Christ… seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all 
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” 

 
Next, we see that we’re… 

• blessed to be God’s own possession (1:11-13). “In Christ we too have been claimed as God’s own 
possession, since we were predestined according to the one purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to the counsel of his will 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, would be to 
the praise of his glory. 13 And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)—when you 
believed in Christ…” 
o The phrase “God’s own possession” is only ever used of Israel in the Old Testament. And Paul says, the 

mystery now revealed in Christ is that in addition to we (the Jews) who were the first to be predestined 
by God as his special possession, you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of the 
Gospel and you simply believed by faith in Jesus the Messiah. Now the privileges of sonship, of 
membership in God the Father’s household—they are yours too. And here’s the proof… 
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3. Through God the Spirit (1:13-14) (Message Journal pg. 21). 
• blessed to be marked and sealed by the Holy Spirit (1:13b). “And when you heard the word of truth (the 

gospel of your salvation)—when you believed in Christ—you were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit,  
o We’ve mentioned the marking and sealing of slaves and cattle. The slave who becomes adopted as a 

son, an heir to the estate.  
o Trading card analogy—the value of the image is directly improved by its coming into direct contact with 

the original. Signified by a signature. 
o The Spirit is the mark of covenant membership. Not circumcision, not my ethnicity, not my claim of 

fastidious compliance in works to a religious moral code. The Holy Spirit is the only mark—and his 
signature is present in the fruit (what is produced in the life of the believer) and the gifts or enablings 
for ministry.  

§ 1 Cor. 12:3 “Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever 
says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.” The 
Holy Spirit will never cause you to deny the Gospel of Jesus as it has been already delivered 
to the saints in the 1st century. The HS will never reveal a different or new, or reformed Gospel 
to you. The first evidence that you’re marked and sealed in him is that your confession aligns 
with this Word.  

§ Gal 5:22; “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, self-control…” The HS will never produce in you 
anger, disunity, spiritual elitism, an unkind spirit—or lead you to be out of control.  

§ Rom. 12: But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit—spiritual gifts enabling them 
to serve the body of Christ.  

 
• blessed to have a present assurance (1:14a). 14 who is the down payment of our inheritance,  

o What is the ground then of our assurance for spending eternity with God as his redeemed, adopted 
sons and daughters who have received his Spirit? We have been given an earnest of the Spirit who is 
our down payment on a future inheritance. The Spirit vouchsafes a future transaction that is sure, that 
is already settled in the mind of God.  

 
• blessed to have a future hope (1:14b) until the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his 

glory.” 
o The Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are His and the Spirit keeps us until the full redemption 

in resurrection glory.  
o 1 Cor. 15:21-26 “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead also came through 

a man. 22 For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: 
Christ, the firstfruits; then when Christ comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then comes the end, when 
he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he has brought to an end all rule and all authority 
and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 
eliminated is death.  

Closing: No matter how your life is going, these things are true about us.  
• We have been blessed to be redeemed from slavery to sin, to be heirs and sons after Christ, God’s unique son 

from eternity.  
• We have been blessed to receive an all-sufficient knowledge and wisdom and insight into this mystery—a 

secret hidden in the ages which we are privy to—having been blessed with the privilege of telling our neighbors 
friends, family, anyone who will listen about this blessed Gospel of salvation by grace through faith alone.  
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• And we have been blessed to marked in him with a seal of ownership—bearing the evidence of His presence 
in our midst—The Spirit enabling our historic confession of the Gospel, producing fruit and giving gifts. A 
present assurance of a future hope in resurrection glory. 


