
Series Title / The Blessed Life 
A study through the letter to the Ephesians 

9-30-18 The Riches of His Inheritance 
 

 
A Celebration of the Blessed Life in Christ (Chapters 1-3) 
Paul begins his letter with a triumphant celebration of the blessed life in Christ. The first three chapters will focus on 
the propositional content of those blessings, while the last three chapters will be a direct application of those great 
truths to the Christian life.  
 
The Main Text: Eph. 1:17-19 
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your 
growing knowledge of him, 18 —since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened—so that you may know what is 
the hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the incomparable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength. 
 
The Main Idea: We need the help of God’s Spirit to live in the certainty of our hope. 
 
A Summary Prayer for the Ephesian Christians 
Wisdom and Revelation:  

• Wisdom: A rational interaction with information.  
• Revelation: to reveal that which was hidden or unknown.  
• In your growing-ever-increasing knowledge of him.  

Paul prayed that the Ephesians would be given the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, that they would know God 
better (Eph. 1:17). And knowing God is a fundamentally intelligible thing. It isn’t rocket science. That is, since 
we were creatures made for Him, loving Him should be second nature for us.  
Knowing God through the Spirit comes naturally as we consider the evidence for God in nature and through direct 
revelation of the Spirit to our spirit. The first thing the Spirit does in this in-between era is to reveal the God of 
wonders to us.  
We know God through indirect evidence.  

• Jesus said to the rabbinic pundits embedded in His crowd, “But so that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins . . . ” (Matt. 9:6). Then He told the lame man to get up and walk. In 
other words, Jesus called their attention to the evidence.  

• On another occasion Jesus challenged the pious Jews that if they couldn’t believe His lofty claims, then they 
should at least believe the irrefutable evidence of His miracles (John 10:36–38).  

• After Jesus rose from the dead, Scripture says that He showed the disciples “many convincing proofs” in 
order to confirm their faith (Acts 1:3).  

• Additionally, Luke described Paul’s primary method of evangelism as proving from the Scriptures that Jesus 
was the Christ as he often “reasoned with them” (Acts 17:2). When Paul made his case to the Romans, he 
appealed to the obvious revelation of God in nature (Rom. 1:19). 

We know God through direct revelation. There is no greater evidence for God than God Himself.  
• Referring to the Holy Spirit, Jesus promised that rivers of living water would flow from within the believer 

(John 7:37–38). Our inheritance as believers is the knowledge of God through the evidence in creation and 
the direct revelation of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit gives us the wisdom to see God’s fingerprints in creation 
and gives a personal disclosure of His truth. Before the Spirit does anything else in our lives, He opens the 
eyes of our hearts that we may know God. 
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That we would know… 
1. The hope of his calling (1:18b). —since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened—so that you 

may know what is the hope of his calling 
G. K. Chesterton once stated, “Hope is the power of being cheerful in circumstances we know to be desperate.” 
After knowing their God through the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, Paul prayed that the Ephesians would know 
their hope (Eph. 1:18). Hope is a confident expectation in the face of evidence to the contrary. And the Spirit-
redeemed heart has an amazing capacity for hope.  

• Paul put it this way to Pastor Titus: “We wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). Jesus Himself is our hope. 

• Paul wrote, “By faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope” (Gal. 5:5). 
The Spirit gives us courage in the midst of a messed-up world. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians was that the 
Spirit would give them a confident expectation of better days, a hope that is imperishable and impenetrable. 
It is a hope that cannot be diminished by the onslaught of trying events—broken promises, temporary 
failure, or attacks from the enemy. This Spirit-inspired hope is part of our birthright as believers, and it is 
foreign to those who do not have the Spirit. 

Illus. My grass vs. my neighbors grass. I started out with a patchy, weedy, dirt front yard.  
And now it’s greening up and looking healthy and on its way to becoming a truly competitive lawn in 
the neighborhood. And that, of course, is the goal. It’s to win. To be the best, you gotta beat the 
best. (But that’s not the principle I’m teaching). 
 
The principle here is that God doesn’t do Sod. He doesn’t do the professional mowing, landscaping 
crew.  
He does everything the hard way.  
 
Can you think of even one story that was easy in the Bible?  

• Moses—I think every single second he knew God his life was uncomfortable. I think the only time his life was 
easy and comfortable is when he didn’t know God.  

• David—Beautiful scene of him being anointed by the greatest prophet in Israel, plucked from obscurity—a 
perfect story of rags to riches, obscurity to fame. And right after he’s anointed, he goes from a life of quiet 
contemplation and worship in his Father’s pasture, to a life of trials. 

• Ezra and Nehemiah—Their life was comfortable in the King’s court, Ezra a high ranking scribe and Nehemiah 
the highest administrator in the land. A relatively easy life in palace at Susa in Persia. And then God says “Go 
finish my work in Jerusalem. Build my temple and my city” and their lives are nothing but victory through 
hardship afterwards.  

• Jesus and his disciples? Look at what a quiet life in obscurity that Peter, Andrew, James and John had—running 
their father’s fishing co-op business. Jesus plucks them out of their anonymity and turns the world and their 
lives upside down with his good news of salvation.  

• Paul? An up and coming Pharisee who had it made in the shade… 
This is why we need HOPE—WHY? Because the you he builds in hardship is just a better you. 
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That we would know… 
2. The abundance of his glorious inheritance (1:18c). since the eyes of your heart have been 
enlightened—so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in 
the saints… 

• Illus. Back when my wife and I were renters, we would occasionally house-sit for some friends who lived in 
an upscale gated community. Our friends recommended us to their neighbor, Dr. Roberts. Dr. Roberts was 
retired and his house looked like a sprawling mansion to me. We were glad to help him out and agreed to be 
freeloading squatters for a few weeks. One of the items on my checklist for Dr. Roberts’s house was to go 
around and lock up all the windows and double-check all the doors. So after dinner the first night, I made my 
rounds and found my way down to the basement. I flipped on the light switch and peeked through the 
basement door window—and that’s when I saw it. I spotted an old chipboard guitar case on top of a large 
pile of random stuff in the middle of the room. Chipboard is nothing more than painted fiberboard or 
cardboard. You typically don’t put an expensive solid wood spruce and rosewood guitar in a flimsy case like 
that. Chipboard cases are reserved for your fifty-dollar plywood guitar. Not a handcrafted work of fine 
luthiery. So I assumed whatever was inside Dr. Roberts’s old case wasn’t of much value. But being a guitar 
guy, I just had to peek. I popped the latches and lifted the lid and could not believe what I was looking at. 
There, inside, was a vintage pre-war Martin guitar in fabulous condition. The Martin Company invented the 
steel string acoustic guitar. I knew enough to know that the gem inside of the chipboard case was worth 
somewhere around ten thousand dollars to the right collector. I called Dr. Roberts to ask him some questions 
about the old treasure. “Do you know what it’s worth?” “Well. No. Honestly, Jeff, I don’t know anything 
about guitars, and that one has just been in the family for a while.” What he said next floored me. “Jeff, how 
would you like to take that guitar as partial payment for helping out with the place?” “What? Um. Dr. 
Roberts, I appreciate that. But this guitar isn’t worth a few hundred bucks. It’s probably worth thousands of 
dollars. This guitar is a family heirloom. You’ll want to keep something like this in your family and pass it on 
to your kids someday.” He thought for a moment and replied, “Well. I think you’re probably right then.” 
Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they received the promise of the Father. The Holy Spirit is 
the promise God made to Abraham to restore the world and set it right.  

• The Spirit is our inheritance (Gal. 3:14, 18) in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham would 
come to the Gentiles, so that we could receive the promise of the Spirit by faith, For if the inheritance is based 
on the law, it is no longer based on the promise, but God graciously gave it to Abraham through the promise.” 
And an inheritance belongs to the children. He is the birthright of those who by faith have embraced the 
world’s true Messiah—Jesus. Before Jesus, the promise of resurrection was thought to only be for the Jews. 
No pagan believed in bodily resurrection anyway. The resurrection hope that the Jewish nation believed was 
their inheritance at the end of the world had already begun in the risen Messiah. He fulfilled their symbols, 
their sacred structures, and their Scriptures (Matt. 5:17). And now He has summoned the nations to worship 
Him as the vindicated, resurrected Lord. But Christians taught that all who were born into this new family by 
the Spirit, both Jew and Gentile, would participate in this resurrection at the end of the world. So the Spirit is 
our promise that we have been spliced into the vine (Rom. 9) and that we have received the inheritance of 
the saints—eternal life with God. 

• This is part of our inheritance in the saints. I like the way Paul put it to the Corinthian Christians: “But we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Cor. 
4:7). This treasure, God’s Spirit, is housed in a chipboard people—people who often aren’t aware that they 
are carriers of a most contagious and precious person. 

 
Don’t live the life of a spiritual pauper.  
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That we would know… 
3. The greatness of his incomparable power (1:19a) and what is the incomparable greatness of his 
power toward us who believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense strength.  
 

In addition to knowing the hope that was their inheritance of future salvation, Paul prayed that the Ephesians 
would know “his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty 
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms” (Eph. 1:19–20). Did you catch that? The same power that raised Jesus is available to the 
believer. It isn’t just a future expectation; it’s power for the here and now. It’s the Spirit’s power. God wants us 
to live in the same resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead.  

• That power can raise a failing marriage 

• it can rescue your rebellious children, and  

• it can resurrect your ruined character.  
• It can heal your body 

• right your finances 

• and mend your broken mind.  
• That power can also give you a supernatural patience to wait in the face of 

agonizing delays. The Spirit is the power of God’s kingdom to continue Jesus’s work in this world—
the work of healing, speaking God’s truth, and bringing grace. 

 
• Illus. When I was a kid, I went to change the bulb in the lamp on my desk, not realizing that the bulb had 

been broken. I accidentally touched the filament and innards of the broken bulb. I recall briefly feeling as 
though worms were crawling through my veins at the speed of light. For half a second I couldn’t pull my 
hand away from the lamp. It felt like forever. It had me in its grip. Then I found myself flat on my back. I 
thought I was going to die. My dad found me on the floor, picked me up, and took me to the living room to 
keep an eye on me. I know what power feels like—raw, scorching, knocking-you-on-your-butt kind of power. 
Power is a good thing when properly harnessed. It can turn on your lights, start your car engine, and get your 
plane off the runway. Paul’s prayer for the church was that they know the incomparable power of God. This 
untamable and unruly power would flow through their prayers, their symbols, and their worship. We’ve 
already established that the Spirit is a person, but make no mistake about it: He is also the power of God.  

 
• Our inheritance doesn’t just involve a future hope of resurrection. It is God’s power for living now. Our 

transformation starts in this life. We live in this tension: As believers, we have inherited a new world, a new 
power, the Spirit of God Himself. Yet we live in a world that is broken through sin. And contrary to the 
American ethos, we do not find our significance through unrestrained self-
gratification. We find it, rather, as the Spirit enables us to know our God, to grasp 
the hope of our inheritance, and to live in Christ’s power today. The inheritance is 
for the children. And the treasure occupies a chipboard people with squeaky 
joints and rusted latches. That inheritance is the restored presence of God and the restored place 
for humanity in the Father’s household. This is the promise of our transformation. And to all those who 
believed on Him, to those who received Him, He gave the power—the right, the authority—to become the 
children of God (John 1:12). 
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4. The supremacy and scope of his reign (1:20-23). This power he exercised in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms 21 far 
above every rule and authority and power and dominion and every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And God put all things under Christ’s feet, and he 
gave him to the church as head over all things. 23 Now the church is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all. 
 
• The already but not-yet Kingdom of God. But the Kingdom has been set into motion.  

o The Kingdom can be seen in its global effects in altruistic compassion for others.  
o The Kingdom can be seen in the myriad and multiple ethnic groups that are receiving 

the Kingdom message and power.  
o The Kingdom can be seen as it is manifested in Christ’s reign in the lives of individuals.  

• The future consummated Kingdom.  
 
The blessed hope of the church is the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior—Jesus the 
Messiah (Titus 2:13). 
 
Because at his coming he will bring the saints who have passed away naturally or by martyrdom 
(Rev. 19).  
 
At his coming he will resurrect the dead and transform the living who are in Christ (1 Cor. 15, 1 
Thess 4). 
 
At his coming he will gather the elect from the four corners of the globe to greet him and welcome 
him, in the air (Mt. 24, 1 Thess. 4). 
 
At his coming he will devour the forces of darkness that are set up to oppose him. He will bring all 
rule and earthly authority under his headship, the unity of all things in creation in him.  
 
At his coming his Kingdom will be completed.  
Until that day we live with an unspoilable hope, we live as heirs to his Holy Spirit’s presence, and 
we live in the power of the Spirit to transform us into the image and likeness of Jesus.  


