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Story: Many years ago, my Father in Law told me about how they used to haul out ore 
from the mines in Northern Idaho. He grew up the son of a miner and as soon as he was 
old enough, became a silver miner himself. He told me how in the Old days, instead of 
machines, they’d use these donkeys to do the work of hauling out the ore from the mine 
shafts. Now, if you haven’t been on a mine tour in Wallace, ID—I recommend you try it 
so long as you don’t freak out by the thought of being underneath a mountain in a mine 
shaft. But it is cool to say you did it once. The thing that freaked me out was not 
necessarily feeling like the mine was closing in on me the deeper we went, it was the 
pitch-black darkness—we all had these little lamps on our helmets and there were lamp 
lights ever few yards or so but the deeper we descended into the mountain, the deeper 
we went into darkness.  
 
Before the advent of machinery, for several generations they’d have these animals 
hauling out the ore. When they finally made the switch over to machines, they decided 
to bring the donkeys up to the surface. When the animals came into the light they were 
immediately blinded—because they had spent a lifetime underexposed to the light, their 
photo receptors couldn’t handle the brilliance of full sunlight.  
 
Segue: Why did God feel the need to filter the glory, the radiance, the outraying of his 
truth and being through a human life? Because he could not take people who were born 
in the darkness, lacking the photo-receptors necessary to see his radiant glory—into the 
full beam of His glory.  
 
Transition: Today we’re going to be exploring how the Word was both the life and the 
light of all mankind. That light was filtered through the embodied life a human being—
Jesus of Nazareth who we learn is God’s Messiah and unique Son from all eternity. 
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John’s Gospel is a Theological Memoir. Memoirs were Personal reminiscences, the 
personal memories of select events in the life of a historical figure. All of the Gospels in 
our Bible are based on eye-witness accounts. But John’s Gospel is a uniquely personal 
eye-witness account of the most intimate teaching and works of Jesus among his 
disciples.   
The stories are historical, but they are organized around his theological theme.  
 
What is John’s Purpose and Theme? 
Purpose: John 20:30-31 “Therefore many other signs (signs, sayings, symbols) Jesus 
also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
So John’s purpose is that we would believe in Him as Messiah and God’s unique Son by 
bearing witness to the Signs (the signs, the sayings, and the symbols)—and that by 
believing in him we would receive life in his name.  
 
How do we come to believe on these signs? John tells us how in 2 important verses. 
John 2:2 “What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through 
which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” 
John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
The key to believing on His name by bearing witness to the signs is to see the glory of 
God revealed in the embodied life and work of God’s true Son from eternity.  
Let’s read this together, out loud. And then I want to encourage you to begin to 
memorize 1:1-18. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning.  
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:1-18). 
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Recap of Last Week… 
1. The universe had an absolute beginning. “In the beginning” (Jn. 1:1a) 
Remember, we said that John is teaching us that the universe came into being in the 
finite past—out of nothing.  
This truth is Affirmed by the OT, the NT, Science and Cosmology, and the Philosophy 
of Science. That is to say, an actual infinite regress of causes is a logical impossibility. 
 
The doctrine of the temporal coming into being of the universe is the hallmark of historic 
Judeo, and Judeo-Christian faith. It is the trademark doctrine of our faith. If you pull this 
block out, and the whole building of Judeo-Christian faith collapses in on itself.  
This is why the first verse of the entire Bible says “In the beginning, God” which means 
that before the beginning began, God was.  
 
And John says in no uncertain terms… 
2. The “Word” existed before the beginning began. “was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.” (1:1b-2).  
 
“was” stresses the preexistence, or emphasizes the stasis or already existing state of 
something.  
 
“Word” Also, remember we said that John is using the term “Word” (logos) as a title for 
Christ—meaning that he is the personified wisdom, truth, and Torah of God—the very 
expression of his internal mind. He is the Son of God from eternity, and God the Son.  
 
“with God and was God” How is it possible for the Word (logos) to be with God in the 
beginning? Because he was God from eternity past. Before the absolute beginning of the 
universe itself.  
While the Word is distinct in person, everything God was the Word was. He is 
simultaneously an eternal fellow in the Godhead, sharing the infinite attributes as the 
personal, infinite creator of the world.  
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3. The Word is the agent of all creation. “Through Him all things were made” (v. 3).  
Through Him: the word dia has to do with agency and instrumentality.  
Illus. Do people catch fish or do fishing poles catch fish? The answer is obvious: People 
with fishing poles catch fish. The person who is doing the fishing is the agent. The 
expedition is taking place out of the agency of his will. As a free moral agent, he is 
choosing to go fishing. But he also takes his gear, which is the instrument of that 
undertaking.  

• Agency is an attribute of personal will. Because he is a member of the divine 
fellowship, a fellow in the Godhead he is the Agent of creation and,  

• Instrumentality is the attribute of personal world/exertion. As “with God” distinct 
from the other members of the divine fellowship, the Word is also the instrument 
of creation.  

 
All things: Now, what does John mean by “all things”? In case there is any ambiguity, 
any confusion about this, John removes all vagueness and uncertainty here. He delimits 
for us the scope of all that the Word as God has created.  

• Affirmatively: Through Him all things were made. All things meaning everything 
in the scope of creation. From the Hercules-Corona Borealis Great Wall (the largest 
known thing in the universe) right down to the smallest atomic particles—The 
Word created all those things. But John leaves no doubt as to what belongs in that 
category:  

• Negatively: without Him nothing was made that has been made. Meaning, if it 
possesses the properties of having been made then the Word—this being who was 
in an eternal divine fellowship with the Godhead made it. So, in the writer’s mind 
(John) there are only two categories of existence:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creator of 
All Things 

All Things 
Created 
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Affirmed by Paul the Apostle: 

• Col. 1:15-20 “The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (title of 
supremacy—the right of primogeniture) over all creation. 16 For in him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and 
for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is 
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among 
the dead (that is, the first in the company of the resurrected sons), so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness (everything that God is) dwell (tabernacle) in him, 20 and through him (the 
Word/Son) to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 

• Heb. 1:1-3 “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many 
times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the 
universe. 3 The Son is the radiance (effulgence, outraying, raying forth) of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
word.” 

1) The Son/Christ is the exact representation (exemplified/embodied) of God’s 
being. 

2) He is the “firstborn” given all the rights and authority over creation.  
3) He is the agent of all creation—everything in the spectrum of creation. 
4) He sustains everything by His Sovereign decree—providentially. 
5) He is the Lord of the Church, the first in a company of resurrected sons and 

daughters.  
6) He reconciles all creation, beginning with humanity—by making peace 

through his shed blood on a cross.  
7) He is the final revelation of God to mankind—and there isn’t going to be 

another revelation of God apart from Christ, and apart from the revelation 
already received by the Church until his glorious appearance at the end of 
this age.  
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Summary: In the absolute beginning of creation, the Logos, God’s personified self-
expression, was with God and he was God. All creation came into being through his direct 
agency, and nothing that was made has been made without Him.  
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4. The Word is the source of all life and truth. “In him was life, and that life was the 
light of all mankind” (1:4). 
In him was the life: This refers to creation life and salvation life.  
Three kinds of life in Genesis: 

• Biological life—the vital, animating principle of all living things. Practically it is an 
organic functionality that distinguishes non-living matter from living things.  

• Sentient life—Intellectual-rational, self-aware, and moral life. The hallmark of this 
kind of life is that it is self-reflective.  

• Spiritual life—Relational communion resulting in harmonious, filial life. In our 
garden “state” of life we enjoyed the Creator-creation, Father-child, LORD-servant, 
God-priest relationship with the one true God of the universe.  

The life that God gave us, mankind, was designed originally to be an unending, conscious 
awareness of God’s presence in the light of creation and as a manifest reality in our 
midst. This “God-life” results in perfect harmony with God, with the world, and with one 
another. 
 
But death has entered the picture through sin. And now what is needed is… 
God’s project of ruling and caretaking the entire created order has become corrupted 
through the sin and rebellion of his image-bearers.  
God has two problems now in his realm and his sanctuary: They have become rebels in 
the Realm, and heretics in his sacrosanct temple. They have to be exiled from the lush 
and verdant Garden of God’s manifest glory and presence, because they have defiled 
this hallowed ground.  
And so the harmony in creation, the LIFE, the relational accord, filial affection all dead.  
And instead of having eternal life—Adam and his descendants now have a shelf-life. An 
expiration date.  
Instead of the perfect unity and harmonious community life—they now have murder, 
envy, strife and factionalism.  
Instead of abundant and plentiful life—they now have an arduous, difficult subsistence 
of foraging for meager resources, and scraping by in desperate survival.  
Instead of the light of revelation of God—to see him as he is indirectly through creation 
and directly in his Shekinah glory—their minds are darkened, deadened and hardened.  
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The darkness of sin has touched every aspect of their being. There is no trait, or quality, 
or properties of humanity that have not been corrupted—no image-bearing attributes 
that have not been defaced and marred by sin.  
 
He is the Light: This theme appears 35 times in this Gospel and is used as a metaphor for 
“truth and glory” or more particularly “the truth revealed in God’s glory.”  
OT Background 

• Ps. 56:13 “For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that 
I may walk before God in the light of life.” 

• Is. 53:11 “After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.” 

Summary: “Light” and “Darkness” immediately became a metaphor for “truth” and 
“falsehood” or “good” and “evil”. 

 
NT Usage 

• Mt. 4:16 “the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 

• 2 Cor. 4:4, 6 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God…For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine 
in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the 
face of Christ.” 

 
In John’s Gospel 

• Jn. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

• Jn. 5:39-40 “You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you 
have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life.” 

• Jn. 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” 
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The “life” is creational and salvational. He is the source of all creation life, and him 
alone is salvation life—which John calls “eternal life.” 
 
But men are lost and without this light… 
What to do?  
Send the Word who was with God in the beginning of creation itself. Who is God’s 
personified mind and truth—the eternal fellow of the Godhead who will be born of Eve, 
take the strikes, and pay the price for man’s redemption and restoration—and by that—
the restoration of all things. The reconciliation and salvation of both MAN and World. 
 
Illus. A dad was reading a magazine and found a picture of the world on one full page. 
The picture was meant to be cut out, and there were little dotted lines between 
countries and continents and oceans. So he got a pair of scissors and cut the world out 
and a pile of pieces lay there on the coffee table. He called his four year old son over and 
challenged him to put the world back together, thinking he could never do it.   
About 10 minutes later the little boy came in with all the pieces taped together. The Dad 
was thrilled and thought “I think I have a little genius here.” He asked the boy how he’d 
put all the pieces of the world together so quickly. The boy replied, “I realized there was 
a picture of a man and a woman on the other side, and so I just put the people together. 
And after I fixed the people, I fixed the world.” 
 
The reason why Jesus didn’t come and set up an earthly geo-political Kingdom first is 
because he would have set all that up and still been left with a bunch of broken, sinful, 
idolatrous corrupted image-bearers.  
 
But his project, he knew from eternity, would have to be to fix the broken man first. 
Before he could restore salvation life to the created order, he had to first restore and 
reconcile the image-bearers in the world. 
 
The “light” and “life” themes that run like a thread through the Gospel of John are 
introduced here with Jesus, the Word as their referent.  
 


