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Context of Modern Evangelicalism 
 
 
Biblical Principles 
1. Belief in God is the foundation for developing the ____________ ____________ intellectual life.  
(Prov. 1:7; Rom. 1:28) 
 
 
2. Developing the Christian mind is a vital part of our ___________________ to God.  
(Lk. 10:27; Phil. 1:9; Prov. 18:15) 
 
 
3. The transformation of our minds is the key to our ____________________ formation.  
(Col. 3:10; Rom 12:1-2) 
 
 
4. The development of the mind is essential to our _____________________ of the faith. 
(1 Pet. 3:15; Acts 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19) 
 
 
 
Common Objections 
1. “Shouldn’t we be worried about becoming puffed up with knowledge?” 
 
 
 
2. “Aren’t the fields of faith and science mutually incompatible?” 

• Distinguish between three terms: Science, Naturalism, and Scientism.  
 
 
 
3. “But faith and science have historically been at war with each other.” 

• Faith furnishes the _______________ _______________ for science to flourish.  
 

• Science encounters “_________-science” problems which religion and philosophy can help to solve.  
 
 
 
Takeaways:  
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(For more detail on this message, see William L. Craig’s site, reasonablefaith.org) 
 
Introduction: I recently sat down with a friend who grew up in a committed Christian home but had 
lost his faith at the university. I asked him directly, “So what did your faith in? What flipped the 
switch for you?” He said the big moment came when he realized that Christianity was an 
intellectually unsatisfying belief system, full of superstitions, myths, and fairy tales. He 
simply could not reconcile his pursuit of science and knowledge of the physical world with the 
supernaturalism and, on his view, the anti-intellectualism of his faith. So he abandoned his belief 
in Christ. 
 
But why did my friend perceive the Christian faith to be intellectually deficient? 
I don’t think it was entirely his fault or the fault of the University he attended. It is quite difficult 
for us, as believers, to defend the rationality of our case for God and the Christian worldview if 
in fact we reject and recoil from the explanatory resources of Philosophy, History, and even 
science, math and logic. 
 
Context of modern evangelicalism, I mentioned a couple weeks ago about: 

• Cultural forces against us: Philosophy, Science, German Higher Criticism, Liberal 
Theology 

• Reaction: Was separatism and deep suspicion of these fields of higher education.  
 
While the Evangelical movement of the 40’s began a program of re-engagement of the Gospel with 
the Culture, the negative perception has persisted and carried over into American Evangelicalism.  
 
In his book The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind, Mark Noll notes the following emerging 
characteristics of Evangelicalism in the 20th century… 

• Extreme emphasis on personal experience in faith at the expense of a rich intellectual life.  
• Undue stress on mere pragmatism and application at the expense of doctrinal and theological 

training of the faithful. 
• Some confusion over the relationship between faith and intellect. 

 
Today however, we are seeing a renaissance— a rebirth of interest in Christian 
Philosophy and Apologetics, Christian engagement with the industries and arenas that drive 
ideology.  
 
Thesis: Scripture commands us to, and expects that we will, cultivate the life of the Christian 
mind. We are to glorify God by being intellectually engaged with our faith and with our world.  
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Transition: Biblical case for engaging the life of the Christian mind and then answering common 
objections to this, and a few practical takeaways.  
 
First of all, the Scripture teaches that… 
1. Belief in God is the foundation for developing the richest possible intellectual 
life.  
Scripture:  
Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 
Rom. 1:28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so 
God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.  
 
Belief in God provides the opportunity for a person to fully engage in their discipline the way God 
had intended them to.  
 
Illus. Dr. Francis Collins, who is the Director of the National Human Genome Research Institute 
in Bethesda, Maryland. He currently leads the Human Genome Project, mapping and sequencing human 
DNA. Here’s what he stated, “I think there's a common assumption that you cannot both be a rigorous, 
show-me-the-data scientist and a person who believes in a personal God. I would like to say that 
from my perspective that assumption is incorrect; that, in fact, these two areas are entirely compatible 
and not only can exist within the same person, but can exist in a very synthetic way, and not in a 
compartmentalized way. I have no reason to see a discordance between what I know as a scientist who 
spends all day studying the genome of humans and what I believe as somebody who pays a lot of 
attention to what the Bible has taught me about God and about Jesus Christ. Those are entirely 
compatible views….Science is the way—a powerful way, indeed—to study the natural world. 
Science is not particularly effective—in fact, it's rather ineffective—in making commentary about the 
supernatural world. Both worlds, for me, are quite real and quite important.” 
 
Belief in God provides the opportunity for us to encounter God’s created order in a way that, quite 
frankly nonbelievers can’t. We not only study the stars and the elements, cataloguing and 
codifying facts and observations about them, but we can pause in glorious reflection—to 
contemplate the grandeur of creation in the light of its Creator—which is a richer knowledge. 
 

Whatever your discipline, belief in God is the foundation for developing the richest 
possible intellectual life. 
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But the 2nd reason why we cultivate the Christian mind is because… 
2. Developing the Christian mind is a vital part of our worship to God.  
Lk. 10:27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind.” 
Phil. 1:9 “It is my prayer that love will overflow in knowledge and depth of insight” 
Prov. 18:15 “An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.” 
  

• Now we are supposed to love God with all of our emotions—expressing our feelings and 
passions, our joy and angst and heartbreak. Passionate lovers of God.  

 
• Our worship should be physical—we worship God with all of our strength, both in our 

posture of worship (standing, clapping, singing, lifting of our hands) but also the exertion of 
our strength in service—putting up sheetrock or putting a new roof on someone’s home or 
wiping noses and teaching little kids… 

 
• We should worship also from our minds. Devoting our thoughts and intentions to God. 

Devoting ourselves to the study of God and the study of his creation in the light of God’s self-
revelation.   

 
God wants us to worship him by cultivating the life of the Christian mind.  
 
And the 3rd reason why develop the Christian intellect is because… 
3. The transformation of our minds is the key to our spiritual formation.  
Col. 3:10 “Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image 
of its creator.” 
Rom 12:1-2 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind…” 
 
God’s ultimate goals and purposes for us are two: That we worship God—acknowledging and 
glorifying him in all that we do! 
 
And that He would make us and form us into the image and likeness of his Son—Jesus, the living 
Word.  
 
And the key to our formation into the image and likeness of God’s Son is the renewal and the 
renovation of our hearts and minds in the Word through careful study and devotion. 
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4. The development of the mind is essential to our defense of the faith. 
1 Pet. 3:15 “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect” 
Acts 17:2 “he reasoned with them from the Scriptures…” 17; 18:4, 19 
 
Summary: God intended for us to be compassionate, merciful, missional, and smart Christians. 
The world is not better served with uninformed Christians, no more than it is with immoral 
Christians or inactive Christians.  
 

We should maximize our learning given our capacities and 
opportunities—which are different for every person in this room. 

 
Objections: 
1. Shouldn’t we be worried about becoming puffed up with knowledge?  
Answer: Yes. This comes from Paul’s statement chiefly in 1 Cor. 13 where there seems to be a 
contrast between love and knowledge. He says loves builds up but knowledge puffs up. But the real 
antithesis/contrast is between loveless knowledge. A knowledge that is merely for the purpose of 
vaunting myself as something special. We should.  
 
Our knowledge growth should be directly proportional to our growth in compassion, love and 

mercy to those around us. 
In fact, in the Phil. 1:9 passage, Paul states it this way—that we are to grow in our love as we grow 
in our knowledge and depth of insight into God’s truth. The two are not allergic but they are 
symbiotic—absolutely necessary to each other. You can’t pull them apart.  
 
2. Aren’t the fields of faith and science mutually incompatible? 
Answer: No. This is really a misnomer. While faith and science have very different approaches to 
knowledge, they also have many points of contact and they are in no way allergic to each other.  
 
In my view, in order for us to see this compatibility between them… 

• We must distinguish between three terms: Science, Naturalism, and Scientism.  
o Science: is a helpful mode of inquiry that is based on evidence and observation of the 

physical world. Science is God’s gift to humanity to help us figure out how the physical 
and external world around us works. Since its inception, the scientific enterprise has 
done a lot of good.  

But we must distinguish between science and… 
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o Naturalism: is a philosophical belief about nature and reality. Naturalists claim 
that there is nothing spiritual, extra or metaphysical, no existence of gods, angels, 
heaven or actual souls. This is quite a different claim than mere science. While science 
may involve methodological naturalism—that is, limiting their scientific method to 
empirically based observation, that does not mean one has to be a philosophical 
naturalist—meaning that only that which can be observed by the five physical senses is 
real. One is a method—which constrains itself to a purely natural process, and one is a 
philosophy—which constrains itself further to saying there are only natural processes 
and phenomena.  

o Scientism: is the view that we should believe only what can be proven scientifically. 
Now this is a radical claim to be sure. This is not historically, the same as science which 
is a quest for truth wherever the facts lead. Science, for example, may point beyond 
itself, it may reach an impasse or a boundary and be forced to recognize the limits of its 
own method. While scientism refuses to acknowledge there is anything beyond the 
physical or natural world—and we should believe only that which can be verified by 
the hard sciences. But then this statement is itself off limits to science and not 
subject to verification or experimentation.  

Summary: As believers, we embrace science as a mode of inquiry. But we reject 
naturalism as a philosophy, which states that only the natural world exists, and we reject 
scientism which states that only that we should believe only that which can be proven 
scientifically.  
 
So on those definitions we don’t think that faith is incompatible with science.  

 
Next Objection… 
3. But faith and science have historically been at war with each other. 

Answer: No. Historically, faith and science have been allies in the pursuit of truth. This 
supposed war between faith and science is quite recent and the view that it has always been 
this way is pure revisionism.  

Here’s why… 
• Faith furnishes the conceptual framework (fertile soil) for science to flourish. What is the 

framework that the Christian world view supplies?  
o The presupposition that the universe is orderly and thus discoverable. The reason why 

science is even possible is because people of faith assumed that the universe had been 
invested with order and was therefore discoverable by the laws of 
logic, mathematical principles, and philosophical realism (the belief that the external 
world is real and not a figment of my imagination). Philosopher William Craig states, 
“The whole scientific enterprise is based on certain assumptions which cannot be 
proved scientifically, but which are guaranteed by the Christian world view; for 
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example: the laws of logic, the orderly nature of the external world, the reliability of our 
cognitive faculties in knowing the world, and the objectivity of the moral values used in 
science. I want to emphasize that science could not even exist without these 
assumptions, and yet these assumptions cannot be proved scientifically.” The scientific 
enterprise is pervaded by unprovable assumptions. These are supplied by a Christian 
world view. 

o Science is made possible because of the historical contribution of a uniquely 
Christian western civilization. Science is what Loren Eisley has called, “an invented 
cultural institution.” Like art, math, and philosophy, science is not “natural”—it is 
an extravagant enterprise that isn’t necessary either to our survival or our 
sustenance. There are lots of species that have gotten along for a very long time without 
practicing math, logic, art, history, philosophy or science—these are extravagant human 
pursuits, not necessary for our survival, but are guaranteed and furnished (and 
borrowed) by the Christian world view.  

But more importantly… 
• Science encounters “extra-science” problems which religion and philosophy can help to 

solve. Scientific knowledge may study “what” but ultimately, it takes a person of faith or a 
philosopher to answer “why?”. The “why” question is a second order philosophical concern—
meaning, it is beyond the scope of the scientific enterprise.  

o Why is there something rather than nothing? Why is there anything at all?  
o Why does something always come from something not nothing. Nothing plus 

nothing gives you nothing. So Why is the universe here? 
o Why are there earth bound creatures who care about the meaning and ultimate 

origin of the universe. Again, the person of faith and the Christian philosopher can 
answer this ultimate question which is beyond the purview of the hard sciences.  

 
Summary: I think to sum it up, what we’ve seen from all this is that the Christian faith system 
provides more explanatory options for the observer, not less. Belief in a transcendent, supernatural 
God isn’t a cop out, and belief in Jesus as his Son isn’t intellectual suicide… 
 
Today we’re baptizing lots of kids and students—I want you to hear me today. You’re going to go 
off to a university or a job where you’ll be told that your faith is unreasonable. That’s it’s stupid. But 
remember today… 

• Your faith is reasonable… 
• The Christian belief system provides a greater intellectual engagement with whatever field you 

go into… 
• The Christian faith furnishes and historically did supply the fertile foil (the resources) for the 

sciences to flourish.  
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And God commands us to develop a rich life of the Christian mind—whatever your capacities and 
opportunities.  
 
Takeaways:  
First, learn something you didn’t know before. This can be by taking a course offered here at the 
church or the many opportunities online. Let me give you a few big ones: 

• biblicaltraining.org. Free world class biblical training—lectures and notes you can download 
and begin to grow in your knowledge and depth of insight into God’s Word and his truth. 

• Reasonablefaith.org. If you’re interested in learning Christian doctrine, Dr. William L. Craig 
has a phenomenal Sunday School class that is recorded each week—a tremendously valuable 
and free study tool. He also has a podcast that you can subscribe to in order stay up on the 
latest current trends and issues as they relate to the Christian faith.  

• Str.org (Stand to Reason). This is Dr. Greg Koukl’s site filled with lots of current issues, 
doctrinal instruction, and defensible arguments—free articles.  

These are just a few resources you use to begin to grow in your faith and deepen and enrich 
your knowledge as a believer. 
  
Second, start or get into a peer-encouragement group. I first experienced this with my doctorate. 
A group of about 19 people going through the same modules, the same residencies and 
assignments—and I think there were only a handful of us left, but we emailed and met with each 
other and encouraged each other to finish the program. There are people in this church that can help 
you form a peer-encouragement group (Branagans, Perrys, Pearsons…) they’ve done it. And you can 
too.  
STR also has an annual ReThink Student apologetics conference where hundreds of Jr. High and 
High school students gather to be equipped to make a reasonable defense of their faith before they go 
off into the universities. 
 
Conclusion: The reason my young friend that I spoke about at the beginning of this message lost his 
faith is because he went into a secular world that is designed to tear the young unprepared Christian’s 
faith to shreds.  
 
But we can help our teens to be as ready as they ever will be. We can do this by cultivating and 
modeling a Christian life of the Mind at home, and by equipping them to emulate our faith and 
intellect 
 
Let’s pray 
Let’s baptize…We’re going to celebrate in worship these baptisms. As I call their names will you 
applaud and let them know you affirm them?  
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As they come out of the tank, will you just respond to Christ in worship and thanksgiving for the 
pubic commitments made here today. 


