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Today’s Key Verse: John 14:6 
 
 
Belief in Jesus is the _________ ________________ to God and that belief is ___________________ with other faith 
systems. God has called us to coexist with people of other faiths and beliefs, but he hasn’t called us to 
______________ our beliefs to theirs.  
 
 
1. Not everyone agrees on the nature of the _____________________.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Not everyone agrees on the nature of ____________________.  
Gen. 1-3 

• The law of ___-__________________________. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Not everyone agrees on the nature of ________________________. 

• We are saved _______________ something.  
• We are saved _______________ something.  
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Opening story: Famous German Philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche once stated, “You have your way. 
I have my way. As for the right way, the correct way, and the only way, it does not exist.”  
 
Well-known modern theologian and religious pluralist John Hick wrote a comprehensive theory for 
why all religions are mere cultural conditioning which are trying to describe and apprehend the same 
religious truths and the same ultimate reality. 
 
This idea of universalistic and all-inclusive thinking has even spread to the so-called 
evangelical church. 
 
A few years ago, a very popular and controversial evangelical author Rob Bell wrote a book called 
Love Wins: Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Has Ever Lived (Rob Bell, author). 
In that book, Bell’s thesis is that Christianity is an unsavory, unpopular option for people today 
because of mean Christianity. According to Bell, as a belief system, modern Christianity has scared 
people away from the real Jesus by teaching that unbelievers will spend eternity in apart from God.   
 
Bell states, “A staggering number of people have been taught that a select few Christians will spend 
forever in a peaceful, joyous place called heaven, while the rest of humanity spends forever in 
torment and punishment in hell with no chance for anything better . . . This is misguided and toxic 
and ultimately subverts the contagious spread of Jesus’s message of love, peace, forgiveness, and joy 
that our world desperately needs to hear”—Rob Bell, Love Wins. 
 
The doctrine that he challenges in the book is what is called “Christian Particularism” which is a 
view that salvation is exclusively the possession of those who, in this life, believe on Christ as Savior 
and Lord—those who have been regenerated and renewed by the Holy Spirit (note exceptions: OT 
believers, mentally delayed, aborted children or children who pass away at an early age: Justice 
demands mercy in the absence of the knowledge of the message etc). 
 
So let me highlight by putting on the screen the two views side-by-side.  
Christian Particularism/Exclusivism: Because of God’s profound love for humanity and his 
just and holy nature, God has provided Christ Jesus alone as the sacrifice for our sins. 
Salvation is found only in him and those who reject Christ in this life will experience a final and 
everlasting judgment of separation from God. Eventually, everyone’s eternal destiny will be set. 
 
The doctrine Bell opts for, rather than Salvation in Christ exclusively, is that of Universalism.  
 
Universalism/Inclusivism: God’s love for everyone is so profound that even those who willfully 
reject Christ in this life will receive infinite chances to respond to God’s love in the afterlife. 
Eventually, God’s love will win everyone over (universally) and they will embrace Christ as 
Savior. On Bell’s view, everyone will eventually be so overwhelmed by the relentless, unremitting 
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overtures of salvation, that they will eventually choose everlasting life rather than the hell of being 
separated from God.  
 
But this is not the historic Christian perspective on salvation. The historical Christian belief is that of 
Christian Particularism.  
 
(Keep the slide up) Now, let me say, I think on face value that we would all resonate with option 
two wouldn’t we? We’d like to think that there are good logical and Scriptural reasons for there to be 
an open-ended invitation to eternal life. I’m sympathetic to the motivations behind the statement.  
 
And So Is God! The Scripture says that God is not willing that any perish. The Scriptures says that 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son so that whosoever believes may have 
everlasting life. God loves everyone. God is not willing that anyone would perish. Jesus was not sent 
into the world to condemn it, but to save it from condemnation. 
 
Transition: But the question comes “Is this (option two) the case? Is it the perspicuous, obvious and 
intended meaning of the Scriptures? Because if it is then there simply is no reason to announce or to 
proclaim the message of salvation at all. Why worry about pardon for sin in this life when I can 
just get paroled in the next life? I could, on Universalism and religious inclusivism be an atheist, or 
pantheist, or a believer in any number of things and eventually, I’ll just come to my senses as the 
waves of God’s love for me lap against the shorelines of my mind, eroding my disbelief and I’ll be 
drawn out by the undercurrents of God’s tenacious love in eternity. 
 
But is that really the picture that the Old and New Testament’s paint for us? 
 
Thesis: Belief in Jesus is the only path to God and that belief is incompatible with other faith 
systems. God has called us to coexist with people of other faiths, but he hasn’t called us to 
conform our beliefs to theirs.  
 
People are headed for a Christ-less eternity. This is a powerful motivation for us and creates an 
intensity and urgency for reaching the world with the Good news.  
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The first reason why these belief systems are incompatible is because… 
1. Not everyone agrees on the nature of the destination.  
Is it heaven? And whose heaven? The Jewish or Christian version because they’re not the same. In 
Judaism, the Kingdom of Heaven is a fully realized rule and reign of God on earth in a renewed 
world. In Christianity, we believe in this (we call it the New Jerusalem e.g. Revelation), but we also 
believe in an intermediate state between death and final resurrection. Paul stated in 1 Thess. 4:13-16 
for example, that concerning those who have physically died (fallen asleep), God will bring with 
Jesus at his second coming those who have died. It’s quite impossible for Jesus to bring the dead in 
Christ with him if they are not with him consciously at death.  
Is it Hindu/Scientology reincarnation? The Hindus don’t even believe in heaven. They believe in 
recycling. 
Is it Islamic Paradise? A verdant (physical) garden where the righteous Muslim men will be 
surrounded by “bashful, dark-eyed virgins, chaste as the sheltered eggs of ostriches.” Where they 
will be surrounded by youthful servants bringing them wine from Allah served in crystal and silver 
goblets? While this sounds like a drunken beer swilling cosmic party 
Or is it Nirvana? A vague concept where the “flame” of passion is extinguished as we all merge 
into the collective consciousness with no sense of individuality as all of our personal desires, 
longings and passions disappear. Sounds like a party. 
 
 Do you see what the problem is here? Religious pluralism, the teaching that we’re all going to wind 
up in the same place because we can’t even agree on what that place is? Or where it is?  
 
But the 2nd thing we must say in response to this view that all dogs go to heaven is… 
2. Not everyone agrees on the nature of God. I used to meet with a Buddhist friend who 
was slowly, surely converting to the Christian faith. His biggest hurdle was the notion of a personal 
God. Because in Buddhist teachings there is no God—not a personal one. Hinduism and Scientology 
believe the fatally flawed belief that everything is God. But if everything is god then nothing is.  
 
What does our faith teach about God?  
Scripture Genesis 1:1-3ff.  “In the beginning, God…and God said let there be…and it was good”.  
Here’s what this passage teaches us… 

• God exists. “In the beginning, God…” John. 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God.” God doesn’t just exist, he exists 
independently of his creation. God exists necessarily, and his existence doesn’t depend nor is it 
contingent on anything else. This is why the question “who made God?” is incoherent. The 
answer to this question is “That’s a dumb question.” It literally is like asking what is the 
circumference of a square? Or how long have you been a married bachelor? Because before 
God made anything nothing had been made. In the beginning God means, “Before beginning 
began, God was” or more properly “God existed.” A maximally supreme being exists.  
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• God is the creator. “God created the heavens and the earth…” John 1:3 “All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.” 
Though God exists necessarily and independently of creation, the created order is dependent 
upon God’s decree that it will exist and his power to sustain it and keep it in existence. This is 
where we get the notion of God’s sovereignty. God freely chose to bring everything that exists 
into being. But he himself, by definition, is an uncaused beginning-less being.  

• God is good. How do we know this? The text says, “And God said, let there be…and God 
said, it is good…” Gen. 1:31 “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.” 
Jn. 1:4 “In him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 
1 Tim. 4:4 “Everything created by God is good.” 
Why is creation good? Or why was it good? Because God is good. It is an extension of his 
own self-existing goodness.  
Ps. 107:1 “Give thanks to the LORD for He is good; His love endures forever!” 

Objection: But isn’t the existence of evil an argument that God can’t be good. No, in 
fact it’s an argument that God must be good.  

• God is a lawgiver. “And God said, you may eat of every tree except the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.” God has the sovereign right to place parameters and constraints on the 
behavior of those made in his image. God is within his rights to authorize us to conquer and 
subdue, and responsibly develop the created order. God is also within his rights to set 
boundaries for human behavior. Illus. The reason a manufacturer gives us a product 
warranty is to guarantee the product so long as it is being used within the intended 
parameters and not in violation of the manufacturer’s original design. I have friend who 
contracted HIV. And he didn’t contract this deadly disease because he liked to take long walks 
by himself on the beach. You break it. You bought it.  

• God is just. When those created beings made in his image transgress the boundaries that he 
has set, God is also within his rights as a Sovereign, to hold us accountable and to provide a 
way of salvation. God is just in that he provides mercy in the Garden (3:15), and he provides 
judgment for wrongdoing. Dt. 10:18 “He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.” God’s justice cuts both ways—in 
mercy for the repentant believers and in judgment of those who transgress God’s moral law. 

• God is love. Rob Bell isn’t all wrong. Heresy never really is. There’s some truth in the book. 
God does love us. He is merciful and forgiving and seeks those who are genuinely repentant. 
God is a seeker of those in need. Notice God in the Garden seeks mankind first. They 
hide. He seeks. He doesn’t just abandon them to their sin or the consequences. And this is the 
result for sin. Paul says in Rom. 3:11 (quoting an OT psalm) “no one understands. No one 
seeks for God.” In Ch. 10 Paul quotes Is. Saying “I have been found by those who didn’t seek 
me.” God found us hiding in the Garden, cowering. Even though we had transgressed and 
brought the due penalty for our sin, God makes a way. He provides a promise of future 
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redemption. Someday, God says, your going to have a son who will undo this mess and 
reconcile humanity to me.  
But what’s the evidence of God’s love? It’s one thing to say it or hold it as a doctrine. “God 
is love.” His essential nature is loving and caring not willing that anyone should be lost. God’s 
essential nature is outreach to those who are hurting and suffering. But if you’re carrying the 
weight of the world on your shoulders, you may have doubted that at times. When we suffer 
loss and disappointment we can wonder “where is God in this pain? I don’t feel particularly 
loved by God after I lost my job, or my health, or a family member.” Where’s the love?  

 
Is it the God of Scripture? The God of Islam? The finite gods of paganism? Or, as some faiths teach, 
no God at all. 

• Unlike Buddhism, Christianity teaches that God exists.  
• Unlike paganism, Christianity teaches that God is the sole, transcendent Creator of the entire 

natural world.  
• Unlike atheism, Christianity teaches that God is good.  
• Unlike Hinduism, Christianity teaches that God is a moral lawgiver. 
• Unlike Universalism, Christianity teaches that God is judge, judging sin and transgression of 

moral laws and providing a merciful path to the repentant. 
 
Not everyone agrees on the nature of the “God” to whom we’ll all be going. These aren’t hairline 
fractures. They are seismic differences.  
 
And they can’t all be true all at the same time.  
 
It would violate the law of non-contradiction which states that two opposing truth claims cannot 
be simultaneously true at the same time in the same sense. I cannot be both married to Kerri and not 
married to Kerri at the same time. One of those truth claims is false. They are both exclusive truth 
claims.  
 
The religious pluralist makes exclusive truth claims when he denies that there are any. It trades on 
the same currency of our critique of postmodernism.  
 
3. Not everyone agrees on the nature of salvation. And this is an important one. Don’t miss 
it. What all false religion has in common is  

• Original sin was a death sentence for humanity. 
o Physical death 
o Spiritual death 
o Relational death 

• God chose one man to bring forth one nation who would bring forth one man. 
o The choice of Abraham 
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o A new nation is born—a light to the world 
o Jesus comes and atones for sin 

• Jesus died on the cross for our sins 
• God the Father sent the Spirit to renew us spiritually 

 
Summary: Now we are restored spiritually and relationally and in the final resurrection we 
will be restored physically as well  
 

• We are saved for something: It is salvation to and reconciled relationship with God. To spend 
eternity with him in a resurrected body. All believers will be in God’s immediate presence—
the full beam of his glory forever. 

 
• We are saved from something: is salvation from everlasting judgment and condemnation.  

o God’s judgment is just.  
 

o God’s judgment is forever. Mt. 25:41; 46—to false disciples Jesus stated, ““Then he 
will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels.’” Now Rob Bell and other universalists say of this passage 
explicitly “The NT authors didn’t think in terms of ‘forever’ or ‘eternal’ the way we do 
today.” But if that’s true, look at the same passage in v. 46 “And these will go away into 
eternal punishment (eis kolasin aionion), but the righteous into eternal life (eis Zoen 
aionion).” The word “eternal” here is eis…aionion and it is use both for eternal life and 
eternal death. So would Bell and Hick and others say that our life is not eternal. Then 
what kind of salvation is that. It turns out on this belief system that we’re not even saved 
for eternal life.  

 
Conclusion: Jesus is the way the truth and the life. No one comes to God except through him.  
 
 
 
 


