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Problem: A few years back, a well-known leader in the supposed “Emergent” Christian movement, 
Brian McLaren openly denied the doctrine of original sin. Al Mohler, the president of the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary warned, “if we deny original sin with Adam and Eve, we will have 
to come up with an entirely new understanding of the gospel meta-narrative and the Bible’s 
storyline.” 
 
Reacting to this objection to his “new” Gospel, Emergent Christian author Brian McLaren stated, “I 
firmly agree (in an ironic sort of way) with the good Dr. Mohler. I think the conventional 
Constantinian ‘understanding of the gospel meta-narrative and the Bible’s storyline’ is wrong, 
misguided, and dangerous. We do in fact need ‘an entirely new understanding’ — new, that is, 
compared to the status quo, but actually more ancient and primary than the conventional 
approach…” (Brian McLaren, author of A New Kind of Christianity). 
 
For McLaren, the age-old narrative of creation, fall, redemption, a fixed and final afterlife 
(heaven and hell) is a repugnant misrepresentation of the true biblical 
narrative. The real storyline that we have missed for millennia is that God is the creator, 
liberator of humanity. McLaren advocates for a new kind of Christianity, one that rethinks the 
biblical narrative—pulling us away from “salvation from sin” and preaching instead the messages 
of peace, love, reconciliation and global altruism. 
 
So is the Gospel of salvation from sin obsolete? Is it in need of a makeover for the modern man or 
woman? Should we update it and upgrade it so that it will be relevant to the needs of contemporary 
society?  
 
Thesis: We don’t have to make the Gospel relevant to a changing culture. All we have to do is to 
show its relevance to the world.  
 
Scripture: Romans 8:1-38—this is Paul’s completion of a thought he began in 7:6. What is the 
“New way of the Spirit”? This is it.  
 
Transition: Today, Paul is going to show us just how vital the Gospel is for the modern man and the 
contemporary believer. The Gospel of salvation from sin makes the best sense of: 

1.) Our apparent problem—corruption through sin.  
2.) Our apparent purpose—the fact that humanity universally has tried to get back to 

relationship with God and have created horrifying, ghastly religions—because our heart 
knows we were made for that purpose.  

3.) The world’s apparent perfection—the world looks like a defaced Rembrandt—a splendid 
piece of art gone horribly wrong! Like a Michelangelo’s David—defaced and splotched with 
graffiti—the world looks like something created in perfection that has fallen.  
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Here’s the first way that Paul says the Gospel of Jesus makes a difference… 
1. We’re no longer condemned but have received a pardon (8:1-8) 

• For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free from the law of sin and death (Rom 7). 
• God did what the law couldn’t do by sending his own Son to bear our condemnation (8:3-4).  
• The Spirit sets our minds on the things of the Spirit instead of on the flesh (8:6-8) 

 
Illus. I once had someone tell me they loved the song “Amazing Grace” but they didn’t care 
much for the phrase “that saved a wretch like me.” They thought it was too harsh 
and wondered if Jesus would really think of us this way.  
 
But the author of that song, John Newton, had no such misgivings. If you 
know the story, then you know that John Newton’s life before Christ was characterized by:  
• Rebellion 
• Inability to hold down a steady job due to his volcanic temper;  
• Desertion from the Royal Navy which resulted in imprisonment and multiple 

whippings;  
• Arrogance, insubordination, and immorality characterized the first part of his 

life.  
• He became a slaver—running slave ships from Africa  
• He was eventually converted during a ferocious storm. 

 
Years later, he reflected on the slave trade and joined William Wilberforce’s 
efforts to end it. When he wrote the phrase “that saved a wretch like me” Newton had no 
hesitations about using that phrase.  
 

He who has been forgiven of much loves much. 
 
8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation—The Result: Our minds are no longer set on the 
flesh but on the things of the Spirit.  
 
Summary: No matter what you’ve done, no matter how much guilt you’ve tried to work off—you 
and I stand pardoned, forgiven—no longer under condemnation because the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ has set us free from the law of sin and death. And the sinful nature and desires of the flesh 
is no longer the defining orientation of your life. You’ve been saved! 
 
The Gospel—the good news of Christ is still relevant because it makes the most sense of our 
apparent problem—we are lost and separated from God and in need of a Savior.  
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Paul goes on to tell us that the Gospel is relevant to those who’ve been saved because… 
2. We are no longer orphans but have received adoption (8:9-17) 

• We belong to Christ because we have the Spirit by faith (8:9)  
• We are redeemed, renewed and reclaimed (8:10) 
• The Spirit makes us the special possession of Christ.  
• Our debt to live according to the flesh is cancelled (8:12-13) 
• The evidence of adoption is being led by the Spirit (8:14-15) 
• The Spirit bears witness with our spirit (8:16) 
• The Spirit initiates us into a life of Christ’s sufferings (8:17)  

 
Illus. A true story of a young couple in Texas named Bill and Sabrina. Their story 
is a gut wrenching account of the joy of adopting—baby Lauren. But after a few of months, Baby 
Lauren’s birth mom changed her mind and Bill and Sabrina had to give her back up. Lauren didn’t 
see her loving adoptive parents until she was 8 years old. In the intervening years, Lauren was 
horrifically abused—the accounts are unspeakable. She became known in the media as 
“the girl in the closet” where she was found—starving and near death.  
 
She spent weeks recovering in the hospital when guess who showed up—Bill and Sabrina. But their 
reunion was a mixed bag. Now they weren’t adopting a brand new little baby—a clean slate in whom 
they could pour their love—now they were adopting an abused, scared and severely traumatized 8 
year old girl.  
 
I wish I could tell you that the story has a fairy tale ending. But it doesn’t. The parents have raised 
and cared for and loved Lauren who is now a struggling adult.  
 
But it’s the character of the parents that I wish to draw attention to this morning, because they 
had a choice—to adopt a child who with devastating injuries—not only 
broken bones but a broken spirit. And yet they chose the way of Christ.  They chose to 
bring this child back into their care, wounds and all.  
 
And that is just what God has done with us. You and I are damaged goods folks. We aren’t the 
pristine and sinless people that he created in a garden. We’ve experienced the ravages of sin. The 
devastation of years of idolatry and selfishness.  
 
Yet God chooses us. He hand picks us—warts and all—brings us into his loving family—eyes wide 
opened—knowing full well the baggage that we come with. The Spirit has to bear witness with our 
spirit that we are his possession beacause our corrupted flesh will talk us out of it.  
 
The Gospel is still relevant because people are still wandering, orphans and castaways—who still 
need to be adopted into God’s forever family. 
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3. We are no longer cursed but have received an assurance of future glory 
(8:18-30) 

• Our present sufferings aren’t worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed to us (18) 
Why do we suffer? Because… 

• Creation was subjected to futility and frustration—eagerly awaiting the revelation of God’s 
adopted children (19-22). 

• This includes our bodies, still corrupted and part of the corruption of this age—inwardly 
groaning and straining toward bodily redemption (23). 

• The Resurrection is our hope and it is the hope of the cosmos (24) 
• We wait patiently for it (25). 
• The Spirit helps us in our weakness… 

o Interceding on our behalf with groanings to deep for words (26) 
o In accordance with God’s perfect will (27) 

• The result of our being chosen, called, conformed to the image of the Son and justified—is 
glory.  

 
God is helping us, God is forming us into the image of his Son, and restoring his image in us. As we 
engage in spiritual disciplines the Spirit takes the initiative to transform us back into the image of 
Christ.  
 
And when I look at the world today, I see people reaching out in all kinds of avenues 
for help. Reaching out for counseling, for therapy, trying to find a guru or anything they can to help 
them with their problems.  
 
Illus. The Telegraph had the following story, “Three separate photographs of “Ecce Homo” (latin. 
Behold the Man) by painter Elias Garcia Martinez show extensive damage caused by an elderly 
woman who decided the masterpiece needed a little refurbishment. 
 
But rather than calling a professional to complete the job, the unnamed woman attempted to restore 
the mural herself.  
The result was a botched repair where the intricate brush strokes of Martinez were replaced 
with a haphazard splattering of the lady’s paint. Years of carefully calculated depth of expression 
simply washed out by copious amounts of red and brown. 
Here’s a picture of it…You can see the original on the left, the marred image in the middle and the 
hack job on the right.  
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Now the famous painting is an impressionist painting. It is horribly disfigured though faintly similar 
to the original. It’s frankly ghastly. 
 
Look if art is not your thing—do everyone a favor and stay away from thousand year old priceless 
art—just put down the art set and slowly back away. 
 

Man made religion is simply the attempt to restore God’s image in us 
without the expertise, resources or the know-how to do so.  

 
Paul teaches here in Romans that there is no DIY self-restoration with God—it only ends 
up in a muddier, worse off likeness. The only person that can restore us the original author of life—
God reconciling us through Christ.  
 
Summary: We do this as we engage the Spiritual disciplines, in worship—the transaction is a 
reminder that we are his special possession—adopted sons and daughter with baggage—restoration 
back to the image of God in Christ—and an advocate.  
 
Conclusion: This Gospel of salvation from sin doesn’t need a makeover—it doesn’t need a 
culturally relevant OS update. It needs to be proclaimed with clarity, shared with compassion, and 
demonstrated by our actions.  
 
Here’s why the Gospel is still relevant, no matter what age and time people live in. Because God 
doesn’t change, the message doesn’t change, and the human predicament hasn’t changed either. Our 
fundamental situation is still the same. We may have invented better medicines than ancient 
people—penicillin is much better than leaching a person. We may have developed new fangled 
technologies to help us stay motivated, goal oriented, and informed. Sure we’ve come a long way as 
modern people—but our hearts haven’t changed. And no widget born of human ingenuity can ever 
solve the real problem at the core of the human heart.  
Takeaways: 
 

• When you find yourself in a tough spot, remember that God is on your side (8:31). 
• When you find yourself wondering where God is, remember that Christ is yours and the world 

is your inheritance (8:32). 
• When you’re feeling condemned for sin, remember that Christ is your advocate (8:33-34). 
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• When you’re feeling threatened, remember that nothing in all creation can separate you or 
alienate you from God’s love in Christ (8:35-37). 

 


