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Introduction: I would venture to guess that most people of faith today believe that our nation, our 
society is tilting ever in the direction toward secularism. Secularism is that belief 
that there is no God, no supernatural, nothing spiritual. It is a purely materialistic view of the world. 
A physical world only.  

And I would agree there are many social indicators that our country has moved decidedly in this 
direction—particularly in those institutions that are the main drivers of our culture: 
Entertainment, Politics, Academia.  

While there is this growing sense that our nation is moving towards a purely materialistic view of 
the world, at the same time there has never been a greater interest in all things 
spiritual. Everything from the existence of the soul, Heaven, and the supernatural. Books, movies, tv 
shows—it seems that there is an obsession with spirituality.  

Indeed, most cultures in the world have developed some kind of heaven doctrine or tradition. 
From the Alaskan Eskimo to Peru, from the Asia to the Aboriginals of Australia—heaven, it seems, is 
a concept universally held by humanity. 

And while I would argue that much of these notions of heaven are unbiblical, I 
would also contend that the hunger for all things spiritual is being driven by human beings made in 
God’s image—given a nature that has been crowned with religious sensibilities and longings.  

The esteemed Pew Research forum has noted that while fewer and fewer people in 
our so called secular society are attending church as a sacred institution, more and more people are 
becoming interested in spiritual matters—particularly the subject of heaven and the afterlife.  

When surveyed and asked, “Do you think you will go to heaven when you die?”—the majority 
(72%) of people answered “Yes”.  

Transition: While our pop culture spirituality is rife with all kinds of ideas and notions about the 
nature of heaven—both as a desire of the heart and the destination of the soul—the Bible has some 
specific ideas that we need to bring into focus. Truths that will sharpen our focus on this subject. 

The Series: In this series we’re going to explore what the Bible says about Heaven, Hell—and true 
fate of every person who has ever lived.  

Here’s why Heaven matters. It matters because… 
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1. Everyone will live forever—somewhere! 
The Bible teaches that people—once they are created and have life—they live forever somewhere. 
Either in God’s presence for eternity or exiled from God’s Kingdom.  

Now we all recognize that death is just a fact of life. Both Jesus and Paul made it clear in the NT that 
there is a difference between the death of the body and the death of the soul. Jesus taught this clearly 
in Matthew 10:28 in referring to the death of the body and the soul, and Paul told the Ephesians that 
they were once “dead in their trespasses.” Yet they already had physical life. That is to say they were 
spiritually dead—relationally separated and exiled from God.  

Beyond our death, you and I don’t cease to exist. God doesn’t just snuff us out like the wick of a 
candle.  
Here are just a few passages that teach this…   
Ps. 23:6 “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life—and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever.”  

Ecc. 12:7 “And the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.” 

Dan. 12:2 “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life and some to everlasting contempt.” 

Mt. 25:46 “And these will go away to everlasting punishment while the righteous will go into 
everlasting life.” 

Jn. 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” 

This is just a sampling of passages that speak of the human soul living somewhere forever. Either 
with Christ, in God’s presence or without Christ—exiled from God’s eternal Kingdom forever.  
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2. Everyone will have self-awareness after death.  
Now there are some people who deny this biblical teaching for various reasons.  

• Some are materialists and do not believe in the existence of a soul/self at all. And so 
they deny there is any life beyond body life or after death.  

• Some are monists and do not believe in a disembodied soul/self. These folks believe that 
the immaterial soul/spirit is so inextricably linked to the body that there is no conscious self-
awareness after death. God may resurrect us in the end, but we “sleep” until that resurrection.  

But the Scripture teaches that we are real souls/selves who are fully aware of our own existence 
upon death.  

(We’ll cover the passage more in depth next week, but will just mention it here) 
Lk 16. In this passage Jesus tells the disciples about a rich man and Lazarus the poor beggar. Both 
men die simultaneously and one is carried off to paradise while the other (the rich man) is carried of 
into hell where he is anguished and tormented with the regret of having ignored God and his 
countrymen. Both men are consciously aware of their existence in the afterlife.  

Lk. 23:43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Phil. 1:21-24  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 

2 Cor. 5:6-9 “So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him.” 

Revelation. Every single scene of deceased believers in the book of revelation depicts them as 
consciously alive, aware worshiping, serving and even returning with Christ (Rev. 19).  

Human Intuition: Philosophers of Science conducting research in what is called the “mind-body” 
problem have also widely accepted the existence of a separate human spirit or soul. Our 
metaphysical self doesn’t always desire or want what the physical self is made to do or desires. 
Sometimes the impulses of the spirit are simply at odds with the reflexes of the flesh—and this is a 
strong indicator that we are not merely physical machines firing on all cylinders.  

NDE’s—Near Death Experience is a growing field of research, scholars such as Gary Habermaas at 
LU study at length stories of those who have gone to the other side and come back. Some of these 
stories are difficult to deny as many of these floating souls know things that a dead corpse shouldn’t 
know.  
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Illus. Don Piper’s story 90 Minutes in Heaven was a best-selling book. A Baptist preacher who 
died on his way home from a SBC convention. He was gone for an hour and half and claims to have 
spent 90 glorious minutes in the presence of Jesus and the saints. When he returned to a racked and 
wrecked body—it wasn’t so much the physical recovery from the wreck as it was the emotional 
recovery of leaving heaven and having to come back here. He states that it took him a while to come 
to terms with the fact that he had to come back and be away from heaven. He eventually made peace 
with it and dedicated his life to telling people the good news of Christ so that they might experience 
this wonderful glorious heaven—and not be exiled for eternity.  

A person is a spiritual and physical being. We are both material and immaterial—but our real self is 
the self that lives within and manifests through our physical bodies. When we die, we go somewhere.  

And there are only two options. The first option, just as Don Piper experienced, is Heaven. 

But here’s what we need to know about Heaven… 
3. Heaven is both a place and a state of being.  
Now, this is not a distinction without a difference. There are many today who have denied the truth 
of Scripture that Heaven is an actual place. Somewhere you go, not just some blissful state of 
nothingness—a floating disembodied apparition.  

First, we know that heaven is part of God’s created order based on Gen. 1:1 IN the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.  

Here’s what Jesus said about it… 
Jn. 14:2-3 “ In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you?  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” 

In speaking of the sacrificial system of Moses in a physical tabernacle or temple, vs. the final 
sacrifice of Christ in a heavenly temple…the authors of Hebrews assert… 
Hebrews 9:23-24 “Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with 
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.24 For Christ did not 
enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” 

When Jesus ascended into Heaven the angel asked the Apostles,  
Acts 1:11 “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
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Paul recounts his own experience being caught up there… 
2 Cor. 12:2-4 “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was 
caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and 
he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.” 

And lastly, Paul repeatedly uses the unique phrase “heavenly places” in Ephesians.  

We see from these passages that Heaven is a spiritual realm/place where believers can go, angelic 
beings dwell, and God’s glorious and radiant presence is manifested and revealed. It’s a spiritual 
place where God’s will and his Kingdom are done without hindrance, without interruption. And this 
is why we are to pray to our Father who is in Heaven—and pray that his Kingdom would come and 
his will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

It’s a place, it’s a state of well-being in God’s presence.  

Let me illustrate that… 
Illus. Guatemala at El Faro. It is a stunning, beautiful tropical resort where our medical missions 
team were holding up while we went out for the day into the jungle villages to minister. Beautiful 
trails, gorgeous beach front and a sweet peer from which to jump into a shallow ocean in the 
evening.  

Except is was August and I while it looked like heaven on earth—it felt that other place. Every 
second of the day it was so hot, so punishingly sweltering hot—and there was no escape. 3 of the 5 
nights we actually had a slight breeze and I would find a hammock on the beach and just lay there 
praying that God would send more of that breeze. But the last two days? Nothing.  

And the water was 87 degrees. It felt like a hot bath. No relief. No respite from the relentless heat. 
But it sure looked beautiful.  

See, Heaven really is a place we go off to. But it is also a state of being. Heaven could have all the 
accouterments of heaven, golden streets, crystal seas, lush vegetation—it could be Eden but without 
the presence of God it wouldn’t be heaven. It is his glory.  

In heaven, we will encounter the full rays of his glory in paradise.  

Summary: Heaven is a spiritual realm—an actual place. It’s also referred to as the third heaven, 
paradise, a place where God’s presence is often if not always manifested or revealed—unlike earth 
where God’s presence is only partially or occasionally revealed. 
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Now, in our experience as Christians, God’s presence is occasionally manifest in our 
worship as we gather, in our spiritual disciplines as we grow, and in our outreach 
as we go and seek the lost.  

God manifests his presence by answering prayers, revealing glimpses of his radiant glory in worship 
and providing for our needs. His Spirit will illuminate our minds to understand the Word and grow in 
the faith.  

But in Heaven, the believer will encounter the high beams of God’s radiant glory with varying levels 
of intensity.  

This is why the Scriptures say that we are to pray to “Our Father, who art in Heaven.”  

It is both a place but also a state of mind or a state of well-being.  

Conclusion: Since we are beings who will live forever somewhere, since we will all have conscious 
awareness in the afterlife, then how do we make it to heaven?   

Ken Davis’ elevator story—kicking and clawing on the wrong door.  

Jesus said “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (Jn.14:6). 

No other door you kick on will do it. It’s him alone.  

Next week we’ll talk about New Heaven and New Earth. Right now Heaven is an 
intermediate state—a place where believers dwell with Christ until the end of this present age of 
darkness. But what then? What does the Bible teach about Heaven and Earth as a Final State?  


