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Introduction: Turn in your Bibles to two passages today: 2 Cor. 5, and Rev. 21 (and 22). 
The Dubai International Airport, Emirates offers passengers six lounges in total, three for first class 
and three for business class passengers. The first class lounge comes fully loaded — we’re talking 
Italian marble floors, Italian leather couches, gold-plated wall clocks from Geneva, and designer 
showers and bathrooms. The lounge also includes a wine cellar providing a unique opportunity for 
passengers to view, taste, and purchase a range of wines from around the world. Because, why not 
have a wine cellar? 

The airport and the high end first class lounges at the Dubai airport are so luxurious, so opulent, that 
one may be tempted to simply fly there and enjoy the amenities of the airport. But outside of the high 
end airport, there is your true and final destination. 

Dubai is famous for sightseeing attractions such as the world’s tallest building and shopping malls 
that come complete with mammoth aquariums and indoor ski slopes. Oppulent palaces, gardens, 
sugar white beaches and man-made palm islands—don’t you want to go there and visit? But you’d 
like the airport too. But the lavish airport is just a preview—just a token of all that your final 
destination—Dubai—has to offer.  

And we need to see heaven this way also. Heaven is both a pre-destination—and landing place for 
those who have passed on in the faith—but this intermediate heaven is just a foretaste of the final 
state where heaven and earth will merge into one and God will in our midst, ruling and reigning in 
Christ on earth.  

Transition: Last week we began looking at Heaven as a place and state of mind for the believer.   

http://www.emirates.com/us/english/flying/lounges/dubai_airport_lounges/dubai_airport_lounges.aspx
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The authors of Scripture taught that… 
1. Heaven was an imminent reality, appearing suddenly at the coming of 
Christ. To make it clear, they fully expected this to happen within a few years after Christ’s 
ascension into heaven to the right hand of God the Father.  

Now, a very interesting study you can conduct on your own is the phrase “from heaven.” The 
Scriptures often refer to heaven as something coming out of that realm to earth… 
• Angel of the LORD come from heaven.  
• (Sodom and Gomorrah) God’s judgment 
• (Psalms) The LORD “looks down” from Heaven. 
• The LORD’s Voice from heaven.  
• John’s baptism was it from heaven? Jesus asked.  
•  (John 3) Jesus himself—God’s Son descended from heaven.  

When the NT authors or teachers speak of heaven initially, they expect Christ to bring with him: 
• Our Salvation 1 Thess. 1:10 “and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 
• Our Resurrection 1 Thess. 4:16 “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry 

of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first.” 

• Our Citizenship Phil. 3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly 
wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

• Our Inheritance and reward Col. 3:23-24 “23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward.” 

So just a few sampling of passages show that the authors of Scripture believed that Christ would 
return within their lifetime, and that he would fully realize heaven on earth—as it is envisioned in 
Revelation 21-22.  

But, as they got older and the years went on—many believers passed away. Some 
apostles even died or were martyred. Believers had questions about those who were dead in Christ?  

At first it’s an imminent expectation of Christ’s glorious return to set up his Kingdom (in the very 
near future), to bring salvation from heaven, to bring their citizenship and their inheritance from 
heaven.  

Then it turns into a confident expectation that they will go to possess this inheritance at their death in 
heaven.  
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And this leads us to the second observation about heaven… 
2. Heaven is an intermediate state where disembodied believers dwell. 
We touched on this last week but now want to drill down a bit on the matter. Now heaven is first 
and foremost a transitional place and a state. We mentioned last week that it is a real place (Jesus said 
I go to prepare a place for you), and it is a real state of mind (paradise). But it is also an incomplete 
state. Notice what Paul says… 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this 
tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be 
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be 
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 
life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we 
make it our aim to please him. 

In typical fashion, Paul fuses two analogies—mixes his metaphors: 1.) 
Itinerancy in a tent VS. permanency of a home, and 2.) The “naked” state of the disembodied soul 
that awaits its “heavenly dwelling” or permanent resurrected body.  

Illus. Think of your best vacation. For me that would be with our little ones at the Oregon coast—
one of our favorite places to go. Fun at the beach. Collecting shells and enjoying the sites. Stopping 
at interesting places and eating out almost every day.  

And part of me doesn’t want to come back. But another part of me is so glad to get back. Back to my 
home, to my favorite books and my favorite chair. To my stove top bialetti coffee pot and my favorite 
coffee shops. There’s something about coming home. No matter how good or fun your trip was—
there is something about turning that key and walking in your door—it’s home.  

We are earth bound creatures. Our lives are bound to the fate of this world and were 
made for it. While we will be absent from the body and present with the Lord—we long for 
embodiment. We were made to live at home.  

And Paul states that the believer in a disembodied state in heaven is unfinished—paradise? Yes. But 
still incomplete and exposed—displaced and unfinished.  
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Which leads us to our 3rd point… 
3. Heaven is also a final state where resurrected believers will live forever.  

• We are bodily resurrected. 1 Cor. 15—the body is resurrected “The body that is sown is 
perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body… Listen, 
I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 

• We are spiritually perfected. Heb. 12:22-24 “To the church of the firstborn, whose names 
are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous 
made perfect.” 

• We are vocationally fulfilled. Mt. 25: 14-30 The Parable of the Faithful Steward.  
o Rest 
o Worship 
o Service 

The Difference between our work here and there. We will grow and develop not toward 
perfection—but in perfection. With a maximized capacity to learn, grow and understand. None of 
the hindrances of sinful flesh. None of the opaqueness that characterizes our current quest for 
knowledge. None of the physical limitations that dogs us as we grow older in this earthly tent which 
is outwardly wasting away—day by day. 

Illus. Imagine all that you know, the skills, knowledge, the wisdom of experience—in your 19 
year old body. We will have an operationalized perfected nature. That is, developing in fruition not 
developing towards fruition. We will grow and flourish with our capacities maximized instead of 
fighting entropy—struggling against the natural cycle of death inherent to our bodily existence now.  

Illus. I have a professor at Biola U/Talbot whose congregation sent him on an amazing fishing 
vacation. He drank it in. Loved ever second. Looking forward to getting back to their home and 
gearing up for the next season of classes with new students and new challenges.  

But when he and his wife and daughter returned from this vacation that his church sent him on, 
unbeknownst to him they had broken into his house and they did one of those Home Makeovers—
compressing an entire home renovation of their small, cramped, damp, old home—in just a couple of 
weeks.  

When they walked in the door they were just overcome with emotion. New countertops and 
hardwood floors and trim and paint. A gorgeous site by some generous people.  

And that’s the picture we need here. Heaven is paradise. It’s home away from home. And God 
intends to renovate this world and make it new and bring heaven to earth and after we die and come 
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back with Christ to repopulate this place—we are going to be floored by the striking renovation that 
was undertaken in our absence. It will be heaven on earth. 

Conclusion: Rev. 21:1-4 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now 
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 


