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Intro: We’ve come now to a major turning point in Jesus’ ministry. The rest of this book will 
depict Jesus “on the road”—having taken a new direction. He has set his face—which is a literal 
statement meaning, he has turned his attention with steely resolve to move southward from the 
Galilean region and surrounding territories to bring his message to Jerusalem and Judea.  

Jerusalem is on the horizon, and it looms large in Jesus’ teaching and ministry.  

We discovered last week that Jesus is the one, unique Son of God. The disciples know that he is 
no mere Elija-esque prophet. By revelation of the Holy Spirit, God has revealed to them that 
Jesus is God’s Messiah-King and he is God’s unique son born into the world to save it.  

Jesus has demonstrated his unique position among the prophets by being transfigured on the 
mountain—a scene which only Jesus’ closest followers observe.  

The Disciples (led by Peter) want to stay there. The “tents” they want to build are semi-
permanent tabernacles in order to worship him and the Father on that mount. But Jesus takes 
them back down the mountain to continue his miraculous ministry among the people.  

(9:23-27; 57-62) 

Jesus is now going to introduce his disciples to the cost of following him. Following Jesus is 
carrying a cross—the cross of rejection because as disciples we have moved into a vital 
association with the Master—our Lord. It is a cross of persecution as we refuse to be ashamed 
of Christ. It is a cross of embracing the Kingdom values when all others have abandoned them 
as crazy.  

Definition of a Disciple: To put it simply, Disciples are believers and followers.  

A person who has moved into a vital association—a saving relationship with Jesus the Master. 
We become disciples the moment we put our trust in Christ alone for salvation and we enter a 
life of becoming increasingly more obedient to his teachings and his way.  
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1. Gathering new disciples (10:1-12).  
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  
Is. 27:12—“In that day from the river Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt the LORD will thresh out 
the grain, and you will be gleaned one by one, O people of Israel. 13 And in that day a great 
trumpet will be blown, and those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those who were 
driven out to the land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at 
Jerusalem.” 

The Jews anticipated a final, end times harvest when the people of God lost and scattered in the 
world would return to God and be gathered in a great harvest.  

Now Jesus uses this imagery to communicate to his emissaries and messengers the urgency of 
this mission. The window for harvesting is open but this will not always be so. The problem is 
that there are more people in the harvest than workers. So few answer the call. 

• We learn that evangelism is labor. It’s hard work. Jesus calls these evangelists and all 
future would-be soul winners “laborers.”  

• We see that God is the one in control of the harvest. He is the Lord—the Master who 
owns the field and we are his laborers.  

“Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.” 
This is an image of the potential danger and vulnerability that disciples who make disciples 
face. We should not think it strange when the field pushes back on our harvesting efforts. We 
shouldn’t think we are somehow abnormal when the very people, the very culture we are trying 
to reach reject us politically, socially, or vocationally. The cross we bear, the cost we pay is our 
rejection. And a servant is not greater than the master. This instruction emphasizes that disciples 
who carry this message are spectacularly out numbered.  

“Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house 
you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest 
upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 And remain in the same house, eating and drinking 
what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 
8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you.” 
Now later Jesus will tell them to take all the resources they can as their mission will be 
permanent. His instructions here are interpreted literally and spiritually. Literally we see that 
their dependence on the hospitality of welcoming homes signifies the temporary nature of their 
mission. This is meant to be a short term missions trip.  
But spiritually we see that they are astonishingly dependent on God to provide for them—they 
are dependent on the good will of receptive hearts and homes.  
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“Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But 
whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the 
dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that 
the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom 
than for that town.” 
Jesus authorizes his disciples to minister in Kingdom power. I think this is a little overlooked 
aspect of their journey and our call to the mission field also.  

Summary: Disciples carry a tremendous burden. It is a cross beam—going into the world is a 
labor of love. It is a situation where we are spectacularly outnumbered and vulnerable—we are 
astonishingly dependent on God’s provision and resources. And that’s the way it’s supposed to 
be.  

Who is our harvest field? 
• Our children. Some families had been talking about Jesus’ miracles and his spell-

binding teacher. The parents had located Jesus and were waiting to hear him preach. And 
the kids hearts in anticipation—they rushed toward Jesus to meet the famous rabbi. Jesus 
rebuked and chastised the disciples for barring little children from him. He called a little 
child to himself, plopped the little rascal right on his knee. Jesus said—all the rest of you 
should have faith like this. Blessed are the children because they lack pretense and 
sophistication. They lack the accretions of pride and arrogance and skepticism. They 
simply come to Jesus in humility, with eyes of wonder, with open hands to receive. And 
CCC folks, our greatest opportunity for the harvest is right here. And Jesus needs some of 
you parents to sign up for kids ministry, to tell stories, or run the check in or become class 
room helpers. Not because we just need a safe place to keep them out of our hair for an 
hour—but because Jesus loves the little children. And look at the harvest. It is ripe and 
ready to be gathered for Christ—but the laborers are few. Pray the Lord of the Harvest 
will inspire and send harvesters to glean and gather their hearts in faith.  

• Our community. I don’t have to tell you that we are hopelessly outnumbered in this 
town do I? The evangelical believer who is gripped with urgency for the harvest is in the 
minority in this area. And so was Jesus. Can you imagine this pitiful scene? First he sends 
out 12 and they minister in the power of God. They return and report amazing miracles in 
Jesus’ name. Jesus then asks them “Who do people say I am?” And the answers are all 
wrong. Jesus is not Jeremiah or Elijah come back from the dead. He is not merely a 
powerful prophet. And Peter knows who Jesus is. Revealed by the Spirit—Jesus is the 
Messiah—God’s anointed King over humanity. What’s more Jesus is God’s unique Son—
the Son of God and God the Son. But at that moment, only two people in the world know 
this world-changing truth. Peter. And Jesus. Then the disciples. Now the 72. But later 
most of these Gospel preachers will abandon Jesus and he will be left by Pentecost 
Sunday after his death with only 120 people. How in the world are you going to change 
the world with such a small congregation? The Power of the Holy Spirit. Empowering the 
apostles to work miracles and provide signs for the truth. And the power of the believers 
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testimony—their Spirit anointed story of transformation. Every believer, one-by-one, 
sharing the Good story of salvation in Christ alone. Winning one-by-one. Reaping the 
harvest and inviting neighbors and friends and co-workers to hear the life altering 
message that Jesus has been crucified for the forgiveness of our sins and he has risen 
from the dead to vindicate his authority! 

10:17-20 The disciples return from their short-term missions trip with astounding stories 
of God’s power! And Jesus’ response is to say “That’s wonderful! But the better miracle is a 
life saved and enrolled in heaven. A person who has become, by faith and trust in Christ—a 
citizen of God’s eternal Kingdom.” 

2. The obstacles to the harvest (10:13-22).  
13. “Woe to you Chorazin!...” 

• spiritual forces in heavenly realms (vs. 17-20). The first thing that happened to them 
when they went out to reap the harvest of lost people was they were confronted by the 
power of darkness. Paul also experienced this. In fact Paul stated in Eph. 6 that our fight 
is not against the people who are in the grip of darkness-rather our contest is with the 
spiritual forces in dark realms that have ensnared the masses and kept them in spiritual 
blindness. Jesus rejoices that he saw Satan get drop-kicked, he fell like a flash of 
lightning. Dropped like an anvil from heavenly realms. Why? Because the Gospel—the 
Good News of God’s reign in the human heart has come. And light of the Gospel 
vanquishes evil. The first obstacle we face to reaping the harvest in the hearts of our 
children, our coworkers, and our community is the grip of deception and oppression. 

• spiritual apathy (vs. 13-16). Jesus actually pronounces a woe on these cities and 
territories. Now Korazim is 3 miles north of Capernaum. In the Old Testament God 
reserved this “woe” language for the most egregious offenders. So why would Jesus 
apply such a thunderous denouncement to His own neighborhood? It wasn’t that they did 
something to offend Him. They did exactly nothing. The sin of inaction brought 
judgment. The absence of passion, repentance, and faith brought His strongest 
condemnation. William Barclay once noted that indifference “does not burn a religion to 
death; it freezes it to death. It does not behead it. It slowly suffocates the life out of it.”7 
Slowly. Surely. Until all that is left is the corpse of something that once moved with spark 
and verve. The residents of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum could have rejected 
Jesus or they could have welcomed Him. But they did neither. They neither followed His 
teachings nor protested His cause. Your critics may hate you. But at least with an angry 
mob, you know where you stand. The passage in Matthew shows us that indifference is a 
more insidious threat than open dissent. At least the outlaw is wide awake to his own 
rebellion. The ancient inhabitants of Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom could have been confronted 
and debated and shown the error of their faulty belief systems. They could have 
experienced the miracles of the Spirit and responded with faith and repentance. Yet 
Jesus’s best fireworks could not awaken the snoozing Galileans in Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
and Capernaum. Jesus taught us that apathetic religion is dangerous. Jesus wanted to give 
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His hearers in Galilee a gift that they frankly could not have comprehended—to make 
them truly “Spiritual,” or of the Spirit. I’m sure these folks were as Torah observant and 
as pious as the next Jew. They surely thought of themselves as “spiritual.” But genuine 
spirituality is always genuine Spirituality. Jesus wanted to offer the Spirit’s life to them 
first (Matt. 10:5–6), but they rejected it and remained unresponsive to His message and 
mission. If Satan can’t make you bad he’ll make you bored. Bored to tears with religion.  

• spiritual conceit (vs. 21-24). Again we come back to the children analogy. Jesus 
contrasts the revelation of salvation given to the “little children”—the Greek word is 
nepios which means “little walker.” It’s a toddler or preschooler who is free of pretense 
and sophistication. Who goes about uninhibited and unabashed in their belief.  

o Jesus is no lover of ignorance and naiveté. But he does abhor and revile spiritual 
conceit and religious smugness.  

o Jesus loves a humble heart that has a voracious heart to learn, to understand, to 
walk with him.  

• Illus. Eta Linnemann was a prolific New Testament scholar with impeccable 
educational credentials. She had risen swiftly up the ranks and embraced what is called 
in NT scholarship—the Historical Critical approach to the book. This approach assumes 
that the NT is a fusion of original and authentic sayings of Jesus and traditional 
embellishments—and thus inauthentic material. A form critical scholar doesn’t believe 
that Jesus is God, or that he performed miracles, or that he was born of a virgin or rose 
from the dead.  

• And Professor Eta Linneman was miserable. Her life was blown up—a train wreck. She 
spent her evenings drowning her pain in alcohol and longed for the peace, the joy, the 
genuine sense that something had been put back the way it was supposed to be—that she 
saw in the Christians who believed the Bible that she spent all her time studying.  

• She reached out to Jesus asking forgiveness of sins and immediately her life as a skeptical 
biblical scholar was transformed. She came into the grip of grace. She was washed clean 
by the Holy Spirit’s power—and now she knew this Jesus whom she had always denied. 
The authentic Jesus who was born of virgin, and opened blind eyes, who died a sinless 
death, and vindicated his claim on the world as its rightful Lord by raising up from the 
dead on the third day. She met that Jesus—and she became a new creation. Old things 
passed away. Old addictions, old hurts and open wounds—the old was replaced by a new 
heart. The cold heart of a sophisticated well known scholar had transformed in a second 
to the heart of a child. Sitting at the feet of the master learning from Jesus. 

• In 1977, she caused an uproar in the German universities where she taught because she 
completely renounced the Historical-Critical method—and urged her students and readers 
to throw away and destroy everything that she had ever written about the life of Jesus.  

• Now she lives as a missionary in Indonesia training indigenous pastors for the ministry.  
• Eta stated that in the moment she came to faith—this is the very passage she quoted 

outloud—thanking God for revealing his truth to her.  
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He will give you a false sense of pride and accomplishment without God’s help.  

The sophisticated PhD. summa cum laude graduate who thought she had the real historical 
Jesus all figured out—met the Savior and was never the same.   

Jesus is no friend of ignorance and unlearning, but he calls us to take the posture of a disciple—
someone who has moved into a vital, committed association and relationship with him. 
Someone who humbles themselves and whose passion is now to be a student of the Master. 
Following him in life and in death and in resurrection from the dead.  


