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Introduction: Many people believe Jesus to be one of the world’s great leaders. A good man who 
taught solid moral truths. When asked, most secularists believe he was an admirable fellow who even 
thought he was laying down his life for others.  

Many religions hold him in high regard. Some see Jesus as a placid and easygoing hillside proto-
hippy who never spoke harshly and only ever addressed people in soft and muted tones.  

But few can imagine the radical apocalyptic prophet who berated his fellow rabbis and pronounced 
judgment on all who refused his message and rejected him as Messiah.  

Big Idea: In our text today Jesus will call his audience to take advantage of God’s exceeding mercy 
and grace before the judgment comes. The window is closing, grace is increasing, and its time to 
embrace the world’s true king and savior.  
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1. A Baptism that brings fire and a discord (12:49-53).  
 49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be 
baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished!  
The “baptism of fire” he’s referring to here is in reference to the first testimony about Jesus in his 
public ministry. John’s. (Lk. 3:16). Jesus ministry, his death and resurrection would supply humanity 
with a baptism of the Spirit and fire—purifying them of sin and reconciling them to God. But would 
also signal a future baptism of judgment for those who reject Christ.  

51 Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For 
from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They 
will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.” 
Now Jesus has made it clear that he has come to bring peace between God and men. In fact he is the 
prince of peace. He brings peace on earth and goodwill to men—he expresses God’s gracious heart to 
bring us back into right relationship with God.  

But the cost of following the Savior is often division. While he came as the ultimate peacemaker 
between God and his estranged creation—mankind—the reality of his message and his person has 
brought deep division to the world.  

I think it is safe to say that when it comes to the statement—Jesus’ self-referential claim—that He 
alone is the Way, the Truth, and the Life—and that no one comes to God the Father except through 
Him—I believe it’s safe to say that everyone falls on either side. Jesus is the dividing line of history. 
He is the divisive subject of any conversation. He is the most uncomfortable topic of conversation. If 
you doubt that, then try this: the next time you get into an elevator packed with people, on your way 
to your floor—just get in front, turn around, and ask “Hey, you guys want to talk about Jesus?” And 
see how that goes over.  

The Jesus of liberal theology, of world religions, the nice, hapless teacher from Nazareth of 
contemporary opinion—is not any kind of Jesus that would have ended up rejected by his rabbinic 
challengers, crucified by Rome, worshiped as God’s resurrected Son by his followers—and inspiring 
a church that would shake the world—turn it upside down for God.  

Only the Jesus of the New Testament could have produced the effect in question—a world upended 
by the radical teachings and call to repentance by Jesus the Messiah.  

Summary: And Jesus says he longs for that day. His soul is gripped with a patient misery. Longing 
for the day when the Spirit of God would be unleashed to regenerate mankind—that we may be born 
again as children of God.  
To fill us with the abundance of God’s eternal life—if you’re a son or daughter of God eternal life 
does not start when you die and shake off this mortal frame—it begins the day your heart is washed 
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pure in the purifying fire of God’s Spirit. The day you open your spiritual eyes in faith in God’s true 
Messiah and king.  

To be our counselor and advocate—to bring comfort in our afflictions and failure.  

To seal us for eternity. God’s earnest payment on an eternity with Christ, totally secure- an eternal 
salvation that is vouchsafed by God’s Holy Spirit.  

To sanctify fallen humanity. To set us apart for God and then lead us into increasing consecration and 
devotion to our God.  

Jesus foresaw this baptism of hearts—awash in grace and transformed by truth—new creations in 
Christ Jesus as all things have become new—and Jesus was longing for it. In a state of patient grief 
and stress—waiting anticipating this great gift of the Spirit to humanity.  

But the consequences of so great a salvation—the most heartbreaking kind of division. Parents 
turning against children. Children forsaking parents. The division of the family unity. Jesus foresaw 
just how polarizing his teachings and his claims would be on humanity.  
Illus. I think of my friend Mark Cohen. Born and raised an orthodox Jew. And his story is so 
compelling. He found Jesus God’s true Messiah and it immediately caused a rift in his relationships 
with family.  

I think of some of you who came from another religious background. And you have experienced the 
social pressure of a divided home—divided over the answer to one vital question: Who is Jesus of 
Nazareth? And you have come to discover that he is the Son of God and God the Son. You have been 
washed clean of your sins—have received the new life of God deep within. The knowledge that your 
salvation is certain because Christ’s sacrifice was sufficient on that Cross.  
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2. Ominous signs that should be obvious (12:54-56). 
“He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 
coming.’ And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
Illus. Hurricane victim—elderly lady in tears telling the camera crew that she barely made it 
out with her life. She said, “I just didn’t believe it. I thought they were exaggerating the danger. And 
just like that the water began to poor into our front door and before I had time to react, it was up to 
my waste.”  

Jesus is pointing out that they have the simple powers of observation. That can look at the cosmic 
signs and make obvious deductions. You see the cloud coming on the horizon, you feel the hot winds 
blowing up from the Arabian desert—and you say quite rightly, “Oh. A storm is brewing.” And yet, 
you cannot look at the ominous warnings—what should be as obvious as a storm in the southeastern 
sky—and deduce that your messiah has come.  
(1) You have the Messiah working wonders in your midst. Mind-bending miracles performed 
daily. Massive crowds pressing in on Jesus. You are witnessing something that has never been seen in 
the history of all Israel or the world for that matter. You should respond as the 12 have. In humble, 
urgent, open-handed faith.  
(2) You have the testimony of Scripture. You are Israel’s Bible scholars. You know what the 
passages say—unlike David the Messiah is an everlasting King. Unlike Solomon his house is a heart 
of flesh—a new heart not a stone monument. Unlike the kings of Israel—this is the eternal 
everlasting Kingdom that cannot be shaken because it is a kingdom of hearts not real estate. 
(3) You have the witness of the Spirit. God’s Spirit is sent to convict you of your sin. But your 
hearts have been hardened.  

And the signs before you predict a firestorm of judgment that is coming—looming on the horizon. 
You hearts should be turned but how tragically—in the face of this crushing evidence—
authenticating my claims—you peer at me with stone cold faces—unmoved and unimpressed.  

Jesus expects that they should be able to see the signs right before their very eyes.  

What signs might we be missing today?  
• An embarrassment of riches in evidence. The Gospels of Jesus are unmatched in their 

quality and textual pedigree. The Holy Land itself is rich in its historical character. The 
meteoric rise and transformational character of Jesus’ church surely substantiates our claims. 
And yet people see all this and don’t believe.  

• An ever-increasing darkness falling. In the last days there will be an increase in wickedness. 
Right will be called wrong. And wrong will be thought of as right. Before Christ returns we 
will see a crescendo of evil—and we will think to ourselves “can the world possibly become 
more dark than it is.” 
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• The Jews coming to faith in Christ. Paul predicted it. For 2000 years there have been few if 
any revivals among Jewish groups. And today there are an estimated The 2013 Pew research 
study of Jews in North America found that 22% of Jewish-Americans have no religious belief 
whatsoever. Moreover, 62% believe “that being Jewish is mainly a matter of ancestry and 
culture.” The vast majority of Jews are now secular—no belief in God or commitment to the 
Jewish faith. Today, there are nearly 150 Jewish Christian churches in Israel—which is a 
miracle. In 1910—there were none. In 1950 there were about 3. In 1990 there were 10. About 
30 years ago a trend in NT scholarship began when biblical scholars began to rediscover the 
rich Jewish heritage of Jesus in his own culture—his own time. And that interest has sparked 
deep interest in Jesus as a Palestinian male during the Roman period. Today, Jewish Christians 
comprise the second largest religious affiliation (1.7 million Jewish Christians) vs. Orthodox, 
rabbinic, conservative Judaism (1.8 million). 720,000 people identified as “Jewish Christians 
by affinity.” Meaning Gentiles who converted to Christ and embraced a Judaic way of life. 

o Romans 9:3-5 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for 
the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 
and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the 
flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever… (11:25-26) I do not want you 
to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it 
is written.” 

• The increase of Christian persecution. The Center for Studies on New Religions found the 
Christian faith has gone from being the most popular religion in the world to being the most 
persecuted for the last two years. 90,000 Christians were killed in 2016 and 600,000 were 
prevented from freely exercising their faith. Many believers were the victims of horrific 
abuse. No corner of the world is exempt either. The gruesome scenes from the middle east, the 
institutionalized persecution of countries in Asia including North Korea and Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, Africa. And the onslaught against the Christian belief system and doctrines in Western 
culture through politics, the entertainment industry, and the academy. Here’s what Jesus said 
about that, 

o Matt. 24:9-13 ““Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and 
you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away[a] 
and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and 
lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

• The increase of the Gospel in the world. Currently there are 16k people groups in the world. 
It is estimated that about 3k of those are unengaged—meaning there is currently no effort to 
evangelize or reach those groups. But here are some other facts to consider.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23964a
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o Matt. 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

3. The wrong standard of comparison (13:1-5). 
“There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who 
lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
Now Jesus turns his teaching to the issue of comparative righteousness. Essentially there are two 
issues Jesus is addressing in this… 

• The first is the issue of zealous Galileans who were murdered for their subversion to Rome. 
The Pharisees and their followers—which were most of the Galileans and Judean townsfolk—
would have opposed the Zealot’s extremism and their tactics. Murder in the name of God as 
Sicarrii was intolerable to the Pharisaic and Scribal parties. And so when Pilot killed these 
people and mocked their Jewish sacrifice—the word on the street was that this must have been 
God’s punishment and disapproval of them.  

• The second situation is a natural disaster. The tower in Siloam fell on innocent unsuspecting 
Jews and the Pharisees taught and extreme doctrine of God’s justice for sin. The common 
interpretation of this event was this disaster must have been God’s judgment on sinful people.  

Jesus debunks this nonsense.  
Houston is no more sinful than Las Vegas or Idaho Falls. And the hurricane that befell that region is 
not a special act of God’s judgment on a bunch of people who deserve it.  

The twin towers in NYC that fell due to crazy extremists who flew jet planes into them—that was 
not a special act of God’s judgment on those sinful New Yorkers.  

The principle that Jesus teaches here is that everyone in God’s eyes are in the same category. Born 
into the line of Adam and Eve—born into original sin. Sinners and objects of wrath by nature.  

Jesus unwinds this false theology which has the wrong point of comparison. The relative 
righteousness of others compared to me.  

For all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.  
• Not all have sinned in the same way with the same effects or temporal consequences.  
• Not all have experienced the same outcomes for their sin. Some sin leads you to prison and 

even death in this life.  
But all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious standard which is himself—not us.  
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4. God has postponed his judgment of those who ought to know better 
(13:6-9). 
“And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit 
on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 
8 And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 
9 Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

Everyone’s expectation is that when the Messiah comes he will inaugurate the Day of the Lord’s 
vengeance. Vengeance on whom? Vengeance for what?  

Here are the passages ringing in their ears regarding the Judgment the Messiah would bring.  
Jer. 46:10 “That day is the day of the Lord God of hosts, a day of vengeance, to avenge himself on 
his foes. The sword shall devour and be sated and drink its fill of their blood.” 

Ezek. 30:3 “For the day is near, the day of the Lord is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time of 
doom for the nations.” 

Joel 3:14 “Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the 
valley of decision.” 

Now the Jews weren’t wrong about this idea of the Day of the Lord when God’s judgment would 
come upon the entire world—every man and woman will stand before God in his final hour of 
judgment. And Jesus affirms—that Judgment is sure.  

But Jesus wanted them to see that judgment begins in the house of God.  
 This is why God asks in Amos 5:18 “why would you long for the day of the Lord? Why would you 
wish it to come or hasten it? Don’t you know that the Day of the Lord’s judgment is frightening for 
the masses and even more grave for the who claim to be the people of God but live like the devil.” 

Jesus teaches here that we’re in luck. Fortune smiles upon us. God’s favor is surely shown in his 
postponing the great and awful day of the Lord in judgment.  

As the world gets darker God’s grace abounds more and more. But this is evidence of a closing 
window in the last days—the call for repentance is urgent. The times are a changing. And Jesus’ 
return is soon. And we must acknowledge the signs and repent which means to turn from false belief 
to true faith.   


