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Introduction: After the conflict at Matthew’s home where Jesus directly addresses the Pharisees and 
Scribes’ bellyaching over his dubious associations—Jesus turns his attention to his disciples to teach 
them about how to handle finances wisely.  

He gives them the parable of the shrewd manager. Who got his pink slip—his notice that he was 
being let go due to laziness and mis-management. Overcharging customers—price gouging loyal 
patrons. Dishonest dealings with the cliental. And the Master—the owner of the business has had it. 
So he decides to send this mendacious manager down the road. Go work somewhere else.  

The manager shrewdly calls all of the wealthy proprietor’s largest customers and debtors in. He 
readjusts their interest owed on their mortgages and tweaks the property taxes—he refuses to take his 
own commission and lowers their burden.  

Now the wealthy businessman sees this and responds, “I’m impressed. You’ve wisely dealt with my 
clients and have ingratiated yourself to them. On your last day here—you will likely have a job in 
one of their firms.  

Jesus’ point is this—be wise in how you handle your affairs.  

Be faithful with the trust of God’s Gospel.  

Be diligent in small matters so that you may prove faithful in weightier things.  

The Pharisees overhear this and they scoff at Jesus. Which means, they openly mock and ridicule 
him. Why? Not so much the content of the teaching. They are the ultimate pragmatists and so they 
likely would not take issue with the substance of his advice.  

But it was Jesus himself. The peasant king. The rabbi (snicker) from Nazareth (more snickering). 

Jesus now turns his wise advice into a scathing rebuke of their love for money.  
“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he 
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For 
what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 
16 “The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is 
preached, and everyone forces his way into it.[e] 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away 
than for one dot of the Law to become void. 
Divorce and Remarriage 
18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a 
woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25628e
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Now there are three things that Jesus taught about money… 
• You need money. Jesus said “don’t worry about all the things the pagans run after. Your 

heavenly father knows you need these things.” Notice Jesus doesn’t say “don’t run after 
things because you don’t need things because material possessions are inherently evil.” 
Nonsense. The world is God’s creation, it was made good, it was corrupted through sin, and 
we are clay men made from its dust. We are earthbound creatures forever tied to this world. 
You and I need things to live. God will and often does call men to live with less—but he never 
calls us to exist in nothingness. A bunch of aparitions out there floating in some unspecified 
spiritual ether with no clothes or food or houses. Nonsense. You. Need. Money. 

• You and I shouldn’t pursue money as our highest aim. “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and all these other things will be added to you as well.” Notice Jesus doesn’t say, “Seek first 
God’s Kingdom and all these things will become quite unnecessary.” He doesn’t teach that. 
God knows you need the things you need. And knows how best to get it to you. A heart that is 
pursuing a Kingdom agenda. What he’s saying here is that when God is where God is 
supposed to be then everything else in life that you need falls into proper alignment. Falls into 
place.  

• You can’t serve God and money. But you can, and should, serve God with money.  

Now the Pharisees and scribes eavesdrop on his teaching to the disciples and they can’t hold their 
amusement back. They mock him who is the peasant king from Nazareth. I can hear them shouting 
over to Jesus’ poor disciples, “Hey maybe you shouldn’t take financial advice from a guy who’s 
already admitted that foxes have holes and birds have nests—but the son of man has no place to lay 
his head.”  

They are the ones who justify themselves before men but God knows the evil that lurks in their 
hearts.  

For what is exalted or highly esteemed in the sight of men is abhorrent to God.  

You see, they taught the false doctrine that people who are materially wealthy and prosperous are 
favored by God—their really the blessed ones. That’s what they taught. Their future justification 
before God was evidenced by God’s apparent blessing on their lives. But what they so highly prized 
God despised. What they so lightly esteemed—God cherished.  

The law and prophets were proclaimed until John—the Baptist is the dividing line of history—from 
John onward the Gospel of the Kingdom has been proclaimed. And it would be easier for heaven and 
earth itself to pass away—for the very atomic fabric of creation to implode in on itself than for one 
accent mark in God’s Word to become annulled and voided.  

Then Jesus quotes a shocking passage which many of them had violated with dire financial 
implications for their culture.  
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Everyone who divorces his wife and remarries commits adultery except in the case of marital 
unfaithfulness. Jesus is citing Moses in Dt. 24. The Pharisees who were part of the school of hillel 
taught that a woman could be divorced for any act of “unfaithfulness” for which the husband deemed 
necessary.  
Stop and think for a second about their inequities.  
If a woman was caught in adultery with a man not her husband, she could be stoned to death and yet 
the male would be merely reprimanded.  
If she was caught in adultery, then whatever property her father gave to her husband on the wedding 
day remained his.  

But men never had to give up property in the case of divorce. Amram in The Jewish Law of Divorce 
says ‘This ancient right of the husband, to divorce his wife at his pleasure, is the central thought in 
the entire system of Jewish divorce law.’” 

“If she gives her husband untithed food or accidentally touching him in her uncleanness, or does not 
set apart the dough-offering....And what conduct is such that transgresses Jewish custom? If she goes 
out with her hair unbound, or spins in the street, or speaks with any man in public.....Also if she is a 
scolding, mean woman. And who is deemed a scolding woman? Whosoever speaks inside her house 
so that her neighbors hear her voice.” 

The resulting situation could be one of extreme inequity in finances. And so what recourse did the 
frivolously divorced woman have? Going back home, remarrying, or if begging in the streets.  

Now Jesus gives them a parable.  

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 
day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be 
fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores.” 
In the story, Jesus contrasts a wealthy man, picturing him living an opulent and obviously blessed 
life. Fine linen, custom suits, grand feasts every day. And the beggar at the gate? Lazarus. That word 
is Eleazar and it means “One who needs God’s help.” Eleazar is poor—and according to Pharisaic 
theology this is evidence of God’s displeasure and disfavor. He lay at the gate meaning he is an 
invalid, unable to work, helpless. Again, more evidence that God’s favor has been withheld from his 
life. He is covered in sores—so he is leprous meaning his ceremonial unclean and not to be touched. 
What’s more the unclean street dogs lick his sores. And all the poor man wanted was the table scraps.  

The Pharisees sit and listen to this story knowing that they are the rich man and each and every day 
they pass by and avoid the unclean, the non-compliant, the irreligious, the poor and those who lack 
the blessing of God.  
And they know that Lazarus represents the people like divorced women turned to the streets, their 
children and orphans and widows. The people in that world who can’t fend for themselves—Eleazar 
embodies all of them in this story.  
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Jesus continues… 
“The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was 
buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus 
at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 
end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham 
said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like 
manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to 
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” 

So in the story both men die—probably around the same time. And the man who assumed he was 
blessed and looked upon those who showed no evidence of God’s blessing—he opened his eyes and 
found himself in hell. Jesus uses the term hades which means “the abode of the dead.” 

Yet Lazarus is escorted into paradise. The abode of the righteous Jews where Abraham is preparing a 
feast—a sumptuous banquet for those who are blessed by God. Jesus’ picture here is consistent with 
the Jewish teaching regarding paradise. Remember when Jesus died on the cross and he told the theif 
crucified next to him “today you will be with me in paradise.”  

From this picture we can surmise a few things:  
• People have conscious awareness in the afterlife. They are aware of their own past, their 

identities and their surroundings.  
• People are divided into two places. The “two-place” theme in Scripture is popular. There are 

two roads—the wide path leading to destruction and the narrow road leading to life. There are 
two houses—the one built on the foundation of Jesus’ teaching and the other built on beach 
front property—headed for a great crash. There are two masters—God and money. And you 
can’t serve both at the same time. And there are two places—hell and heaven; hades and 
paradise. The fiery lake and the New Heavens and earth. And two states: eternal regret and 
anguish over choices made and not made in this life—and everlasting fellowship with God’s 
people in his coming Kingdom. Jesus taught that there are eternal consequences for the 
idolater who loves money and loathes the people made in God’s image. For the person who 
spends their lives in comfort, opulence, and ease having given no thought and allocated no 
resources to those who are in anguish, poor and in need. 

• Religious pedigree doesn’t count for much. Notice the wealthy man is called “son”—he is a 
member of Abraham’s family. But religious heritage isn’t going to count for anything in the 
final analysis of our lives. For all who believed on Christ—he gave the right to become the 
children of God. And the Pharisees believe they have eternal life because they are wealthy 
(blessed) sons of Abraham. But their religious heritage doesn’t mean jack dog.  

So the rich man continues in protest… 
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“And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five brothers
—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, 
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses 
and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”   

Jesus now turns the parable to an analogy of the message about his own resurrection. Ominously, 
Jesus warns them that if they had really believed Moses and the prophets testimony about the 
Messiah—then they would accept the message of his resurrection. But since they mock him and trust 
in these false indicators of acceptance before God—they will be forever lost. 

No do overs. No second chances. The gulf between the rich man and Eleazar was fixed, permanent 
and impassable.  
Jesus identifies the Pharisees and men who love money instead of God.  
Men devoted to religion but not the heart of God for people.  
Men who don’t really believe the testimony of Scripture and do not—will not accept the message of 
his resurrection of the dead.  
Men who will be lost as they find themselves in a final, irreversible state of anguish over their 
unbelief and lack of compassion for others.  

What is Jesus’ message to us today?  

1. We must identify who the Lazarus’ are at our gates.  
• This begins with faithfulness to provide for our families, to keep them safe and cared for. 

Something this faction of Pharisees had abandoned in Jesus’ day.  
• We must look to meet the needs of the indigent and the poor outside our homes. I would 

encourage you to give in our mercy offering each month—but frankly, you and I don’t need to 
wait till the last Sunday of the month to support those in need. We can give to that any time.  

• We are encouraged to support those neighbors of ours who are in need. Through ministries 
such as Samaritan’s purse, World Vision, Compassion International—our giving can make a 
difference in the lives of so many.   

www.compassion.com 
Compassion International demonstrates God’s love by supporting the poorest of the poor children 
around the world through sponsorships.  

Samaritanspurse.org 
Samaritan’s Purse is a relief organization reaching hurting people in countries around the world with 
food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

www.ijm.org 
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The International Justice Mission exists to rescue and advocate for the 43 million slaves around the 
world—mostly women and children.  


