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Introduction: You know, looking at the news cycle over the last month and half, it’s easy to become 
dejected and hopeless.  

• Hurricanes and floods sweeping people away and their homes and the destruction is so vast, 
it’s difficult to get your mind around. Houston, Puerto Rico, Florida.  

• Recent fires in our Inter-mountain and Rocky mountain areas—and now this latest wild fire 
that destroyed much of Napa Valley and entire neighborhoods—in cinders. Everything those 
homeowners own in this life is now nothing more than a pile of charred scree. And only God 
knows how many tears have been shed over such great loss. 

• And the recent mass shooting in Las Vegas—a situation for which there just don’t seem to be 
any rational answers. How does an otherwise normal, untroubled, seemingly rational person 
wake up one day and decide to end the lives of so many? What switch has to flip in person so 
cold, so calculated—so remorseless as they perpetrate such horror?  

• And now our intrepid and brash president is hinting ominously at a war with North Korea.   
And so on any given day, evening—we turn into the news and see lots of evidence that the Kingdom 
of God has not come. Not in its fullness. Not with the Messiah enthroned and installed as the 
everlasting ruler who will shepherd humanity into an eternal age of glory, blessing, and sinless 
perfection. Jesus may be seated at the right hand of God—but he is not yet seated on the throne in 
Jerusalem—having subdued and capture the Kingdoms of men.  

Not yet.   

But then we also see the faithfulness of God’s people in the midst of all this… 
• City officials said, about the Hurricane Harvey in Houston—that these situations follow a 

predictable pattern—disaster strikes—and the people of the Christian faith mobilize in mass 
and give sacrificially to meet the need.  

• When the ebola outbreak occurred a couple of years ago—there were no muslim, hindu, 
buddhist relief groups. But the Christian faith sent doctors willing to risk their own health and 
lives to bring healing and medicine and treatment—to sit with victims whose insides are 
liquefying and to hold their hands and risk all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

What do we do until the Not Yet-Kingdom becomes reality? Until Jesus comes and brings peace, 
goodwill, and renovates this cosmos?  

We continue in faithfulness with the already Kingdom. The Kingdom that is alive in the hearts and 
minds of the subjects—the citizens—the sons of that Kingdom. It’s alive in acts of uncommon 
kindness and benevolence toward the hurting. In acts of mercy and justice for the downtrodden. In 
acts of healing and care and alertness to the needs of so many. Who need our Gospel’s truth—but 
they also need our Gospel’s benevolent hands of the gospel.  
Transition: Today Jesus is going to teach what to do specifically until the Not Yet kingdom has 
manifested and become fully realized. And he’s going to anchor that Christian vocation in the nature 
of God.  
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Scripture: Luke 18:1-8 “And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected 
man. 3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice 
against my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither 
fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so 
that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” 6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

Jesus gives us the keys to not losing heart here in the passage while we await the Not Yet Kingdom 
and reign of Christ. 

1. A persistent prayer Life (Lk. 18:1).  
Illus. My little daughter is the sweetest, kindest little girl. When she plays games that are competitive 
in nature, she doesn’t trash talk or rub a win in people’s faces—she wishes everyone the best of luck. 
She then congratulates all contestants on a job well done—Nice try everyone! 
But one thing that she’s struggled with is hearing “no.” She is relentless in her pursuit of what she 
wants: going to a friends house, or for a bike ride, or a couple of bucks to spend…And one day one 
of my sons was bellyaching to me that Karlee often gets what she wants. The assumption was that’s 
due to the fact that she’s the baby and a little cute girl and it’s just hard for mom and dad to say no. 
But I explained, “Man, you often assume the answer is no. But that’s just not true. She, on the other 
hand, assumes that the answer is always yes.” Then he came back the next day and asked me if I’d 
buy him a car. I joked around with him, and the next day I brought home a 91 Jeep Cherokee I found 
on Facebook—great condition, really cheap-but did put a dent in my savings. He was so surprised 
man! 

He learned a vital principle: The answer is always no until you ask.  

And Jesus here says—the first key to not losing heart in the midst of a world that seems so upside 
down—is to live in persistent prayer. To assume God’s great heart is for you, not against you.  

Now persistence in prayer is not the same as rambling, pointless and longwinded praying. Jesus 
addressed this in the Sermon on the Mount in Mt. 6—don’t keep on babbling like pagans who think 
they will be heard because of their many words. God values the persistent heart—but he answers not 
because of our verbose, pedantic, and relentless asking—but because he is a just God and that’s the 
next key here.  
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2. A portrait of an unjust and shameless judge (Lk. 18:2).  
Jesus gives this parable of the unjust judge.  
The Judge: Jesus characterizes him as neither fearing God nor respecting his fellow man.  

• Biblical fear: Isn’t cowering or being terrorized. It also doesn’t quite mean “awe” and 
“reverence” as I’ve often heard it explained. The word for fear: phobeomai comes from the 
noun phobos—derived from the word “phobia” which means “fear.” But the fear of the Lord 
here is a healthy alarm. It’s a holy sense of panic that you and I are in the presence of an all-
powerful being. That we will give account for the life lived in the body—choices made or not 
made in this life—we will give an account for our lives in judgment to a holy, righteous, all-
powerful creator.  

o The judge in Jesus’ caricature has openly defied a Jewish qualification—showing 
himself to be corrupt. He does not fear the LORD. 2 Chronicles 19:6-7 states that 
Jehoshaphat took steps to reform the corrupted judges after the debacle with Ahab, 
“Consider what you do, for you judge not for man but for the Lord. He is with you in 
giving judgment. 7 Now then, let the fear of the Lord be upon you. Be careful what you 
do, for there is no injustice with the Lord our God, or partiality or taking bribes.” So the 
judge at the bema should be disbarred. He is unqualified to judge God’s people because 
he has no fear of God—no holy panic in his heart for how God will hold him 
accountable for his leadership. And this sense of the fear of the Lord should be running 
in the background like an operating system for leadership. 

o The judge doesn’t care about people. Jesus says he has no respect for men/mankind. 
Now the word here for respect: entrepo meaning to revere or show reverence. It has to 
do with giving a person their dignity. The opposite of entrepo is to be shameless in our 
dealings with others—failing to show them the admiration, respect and reverence that 
image bearers deserve. Jesus used this term again in the parable of the Son and the 
wicked tenants. The owner of the vineyard sent his only Son to plead with the wicked 
squatters who had become entrenched in his vineyard—and the Father said to himself, 
“surely they will dignify my son with the proper respect?” But they don’t and it all goes 
wrong from there.  

So this judge in Jesus’ exaggerated caricature neither fears God— nor does he tolerate the 
image-bearers of God, to show them the reverence and dignity they are due.  

He is a judge with no fear of God—not recognizing that there is a universal ethic to which he will be 
held accountable.  

And because he refuses to believe in his own answerability he feels absolved of any burden or 
obligation to deal justly with his fellow man. 



Series: The Seeker 
Part 18a: Pray for Mercy, Forgiveness, and Justice 

Jeff Kennedy Oct. 15, 2017 

 3. A plea from a helpless and defenseless woman (Lk. 18:3).  
First, Jesus calls her a widow.  
Illus. When I was 14 my dad was hit by a drunk driver and was suddenly gone—out of our lives. 
My mother had a strong faith and never waivered in her trust in Jesus. Sitting in the pastor’s office 
after the 11am service, after he had delivered the upsetting news. The first words out of my mom’s 
mouth as she held us two teenage boys close were, “don’t worry boys. Jesus is not going to fail us. 
We are going to trust in him.” As long as I have breath I will never forget the strength of her faith in 
the midst of such loss.  

After the funeral when the well-wishers and family and fellow mourners all went back to their lives
—my little southern mama got to work. She sold our big old craftsman house that my dad used to 
take care of. She moved us into a suburb in Richmond, VA—paid for a house and then got a second, 
then a third job. I never remember my mother even flinching to take care of my brother and I. Just a 
picture of strength. Though I’m sure privately she had her moments.  

But her opportunity to go out and make a living, work 3 jobs and own a home and provide for the 
family—that was not available for the widow in this story.  

In ancient Israel widows became, in most cases, a ward of state and if the state didn’t have the 
resources to provide for them then they were turned out to beg. If the government and the temple 
system were full of corruption and injustice, widows and their children would starve or suffer 
exploitation. In fact this system of injustice is exactly what the prophets like Jeremiah, Zechariah and 
Isaiah bemoan—they speak out against the abuse of widows and prophesy that it is for such things 
that Israel will go into exile in Babylon. Failing to care for poor, the indigent, the helpless widows.  

The Widow represents the most vulnerable, powerless person in society, next to the divorcee or 
the scavenging children. In the OT, the Hebrew term almana is used some 200 times, and I could not 
find a single instance when it wasn’t synonymous with poverty, lamenting and wailing in sorrow, 
despondency, and sadness. Widows were often mentioned alongside landless immigrants and 
refugees. With little to know inheritance rights—to be a widow in this world was the worst fate. 

But this widow has rights, according to Torah law. Moses anticipated that women would lose their 
husbands at an early age and he set up laws to provide for them (again, provided that the Jewish state 
was not overcome with corruption). They could be taken into their deceased husbands family, 
remarry the brother of the deceased husband, or keep the husband’s home so long as their was a son 
old enough to work the property and pay its debts. 

So this widow comes citing to the unjust judge Torah statutes. Legal precedent. Dt. 25. 
• Jesus notes that she doesn’t want vengeance, she just wants restorative justice. 
• She is relentless. She accosted this judge at the bema in court; she cornered him in the 

marketplace following him from vendor to vendor; she pestered him in the street on his way to 
work in the morning. This lady won’t quit.  
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4. A positive outcome—justice is done (Lk. 18:4b-8).  
Because this widow won’t stop pestering me—because she is persistent and undeterred, “I will give 
her justice.” 
What is justice?  
In Scripture there are really four kinds of justice.  

• Ontological Justice: This is the justice that is intrinsic or inherent to God’s own nature. God 
is perfectly righteous as to his character. He himself is the standard for his just demands.  

• Natural Justice: Fortunately for us God’s justice is a communicable attribute. It is the prudent 
administration of his just nature. And we have been stamped with that just nature. Meaning—
it’s sneazable. Unlike those non-communicable attributes of God: His infinite nature, and we 
are by nature finite—limited creatures. His all-powerful nature: the scope of his power is 
nearly limitless. His all-knowing nature: God knows everything that can be known. If it is 
knowable—God knows it down to the last detail. Those attributes are not transferrable—it’s 
what separates God from us and why we call him “Holy.” The word “holy just means “other.” 
Holy other. Not another—that is one like us. But one that is holy entirely other and unique. But 
justice is a transferrable attribute: Like his mercy, his love, his care and concern. Though 
we’ve been corrupted through sin. This is why you find fairness law codes across the spectrum 
of humanity. Men act altruistically because we have been given natures imprinted with his 
moral, ethical, righteous character. 

• Administrative Justice: The application of natural justice in the administration of human 
governance and human affairs. This is precisely why we see just and fairness laws in every 
society—no matter how corrupt or godless, governments such as ancient Babylonian and 
Mesopotamian culture ruled by the law code of Hammurabi—often involving fairness laws 
akin to what we see in the Torah law code of Moses. Or Rome’s  

• Social Justice: How human beings act toward one another. Depending on which side of an 
issue you and I land—we can be labeled a villain, a victim, or an advocate for social justice. 
Jesus and the Apostles invented this—but lately it has been coopted by  

The basis for our petition and repetition is God’s holy Character. God is fair. God is evenhanded. He 
is perfectly flawlessly just. Ultimately, God will right every wrong—not because we pray repetitively 
about it. But we pray repeatedly about justice because God is just and he is right.  

And the Jews’ patience in waiting for the Messiah to come—the Kingdom to be revealed—was 
already at hand.  
Jesus concludes the lesson: 
Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8 I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The Not Yet Kingdom was yet to come—off in the future—an unspecified time when God would 
right the wrongs and renovate his cosmos—and resurrect the sons and daughters of faith who have 
believed in his Messiah.  
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And until that day we rejoice in the already Kingdom. The Kingdom that has come in power over 
sin, bringing transformation of heart. And you and I must stand in the gap. We must intercede as 
Daniel did on behalf of our nation. For God’s justice to be done, for his mercy and kindness and 
grace to be made known to all.  

Today’s Takeaways: Worship Team returns to stage 
• We must endure in prayer on our nation’s behalf. To pray for mercy and forgiveness on our 

fallen nation and our world.  
Would you stand and join me in praying this prayer from Scripture out loud. I’ll put it up on the 
screen. 
Daniel 9:4ff. I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: “O Lord, the great and awesome God, 
who keeps faith and shows unwavering love for those who love him and walk according to his 
statutes. We have sinned; we have transgressed, and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from 
your commands and instructions.  

Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your people. For your name’s sake, LORD, once 
again look with favor on this desolate house. We do not make requests of you because we are 
righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, give heed! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For 
your sake, my God, do not delay, because your chosen people bear your Name.” Amen 

Lord because of your great loving-kindness to us—hear our prayer for this nation and its people, God 
show us mercy and forgive us for abandoning you. God would you hear and act and send a powerful 
renewal across our land. Revitalize every Gospel preaching church today. Give them a renewed 
vision and passion for worship. Give them new life and send them out into our communities to 
change our world oh God.  

Worship Team: Vineyard Song 
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• We must remain vigilant to pray for the coming Kingdom. The Kingdom is already in our 
midst and there are numerous evidences of Kingdom disciples acting like Jesus in the world. 
Heralding his kingdom rule over the lives and hearts of mankind. But we also pray for a day 
when Jesus will return and finalize his plan with broken humanity, and a fallen world.   

Revelation 20:12-21 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each 
person according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End. The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, 
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty and the one who desires take the water of life without price 
let him come. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with us all. Amen. 

Closing Prayer: God in this in between era—two kingdoms have collided. And this old order of 
things is passing away—and your people cry out for your mercy, your forgiveness, and your great 
patience. But LORD we also pray that you would come quickly. Even so Lord—would you split that 
eastern sky and step into our world and bring your justice—perfect, right, and holy justice to our 
fallen world.  

Worship Team: Even So Come 

Closing Benediction: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.


