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Introduction: In the last days before Jesus dies brutally on a cross he will alternate between the 

office of Israel’s King and Israel’s prophet. When Jesus is prophesying the content—the substance of 

that prophecy is the judgment of the city and details surrounding the time of his coming at the end of 

the age.  

 

In a few minutes, we’ll unpack all that Jesus has to say regarding this world-ending event. He’ll 

give his hearers the keys to understanding the demise of their city and temple, and by extension will 

show us the signs to look for regarding his second and final coming to set up his earthly Kingdom. 

 

But first a bit of backstory.  

 

In the last week of Jesus’ life he has begun this time arriving as the Heir of David, the true King 

of Israel. He arrives triumphantly and then shifts to a weeping prophet—like Jeremiah in 

lamentation—he suddenly sees down the corridor of history this very city—today in celebration at 

his coming; today intrigued and with peaked curiosity at the arrival of one who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Suddenly Jesus can see overlaid upon the city a vision of the future. And he cries and wails 

over the city “Ye’rushalim, Ye’rushalim. Ha’horeget ha et ha’ Nevi’im!” Jerusalem—you who kills 

the prophets and stone those sent to you. How I have longed to gather you as a hen does her brood—

as a mother her children. But you were unwilling. 

Look! Your house is left desolate! Truly I tell you you will not see me again until you cry out 

“Baruch haba B’shem Adonai!” Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

Then Jesus turns his sights on cleansing the temple (19:45-48). Jesus is incensed that the hall of 

the Gentiles—the very court where those who are not a people were supposed to come and pray and 

draw near to Israel’s God. It’s full of money changers—price-gouging opportunists who take 

advantage of the Diaspora—the dispersed Jews who’ve come to Israel to celebrate their hallowed 

feast. But the cluttered court of the Gentiles overrun with vendors and crooks has left no room for the 

nations to draw near—and patching two OT prophecies together Jesus cries out “It is Written! My 

house shall be called a house of prayer for the nations and you have transformed it into a house of 

brigands!” And with whip in hand he flips over the kiosks, he drives out the cattle, and he makes 

room in this Gentile court for the nations to pray to Israel’s God again.  

 

This draws the ire of the entrenched political and religious class (20:1-8; 19-40). They approach 

him engaging Jesus in a series of debates, designed to challenge his Kingly authority, intended to 

reveal him as an uneducated uncultured yokel from Podunk Nazareth. One-by-one the graduates 

from Israel’s esteemed Jerusalem academy step up to test his wisdom, and one-by-one they go away 

publically put to shame by the Rabbi who trained at the community college of Capernaum. 

 

Now Jesus goes on office. Denouncing the key players in Israel’s supreme court (20:45-47). 

Luke gives us three verses here, but Matthew really fills out the picture—Mt. 23 is an entire chapter 

of Jesus denouncing the religious elites. Pronouncing a prophetic Woe – Oi! That judgment is only 

given to God’s worst enemies, and it is never a warning—it is a verdict.  
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In all these events—it’s as if a dam in Jesus’ heart has broken. The cracks have always been there—

leaking and seeping—but this week Jesus unleashes all that God has to say to this people.  

 

Luke 21 The Olivet Discourse 
37 

And every day he was teaching in the temple, but at night he went out and lodged on the mount 

called Olivet. 
38 

And early in the morning all the people came to him in the temple to hear him. 

 

Filling in the picture a bit from Matthew—we know that after this verbal tirade against the 

religious leaders, Jesus retreated at dusk back up to the Mount of Olives where he was lodging. 

So each day he would teach in the temple, and each evening he would hike 100 ft back up to take 

lodging in the Mount of Olives.  

 

The wonder of the city: The temple and surrounding edifices were considered one of the Jewels of 

Rome a true wonder of the ancient world. The Herods had tirelessly worked to renovate the city for 

46 years. A project not complete until AD 63—right before the Jewish Roman war. I want to read 

you Ancient Historian Josephus’ description of the temple: 

“The exterior of the building wanted for nothing that could astound either mind or eye. For, being 

covered on all sides with massive plates of gold, the sun was no sooner up than it radiated so fiery a 

flash that persons straining to look at it were complelled to avert their eyes, as from the suns rays. To 

approaching strangers it appeared from a distance like a snow clad mountain; for all that was not 

overlaid with gold was of purest whitest stone. From its summit protruded sharp golden spikes to 

preven birds from settling upon and polluting the roof. Some of the stones of the building were so 

massive, the size of a Roman barge.”  

Not only so, but the surrounding quarters, the wealthy villas, the palace of Herod, the fortress of 

Antonia, the entire city a truly astounding sight.  

 

The city was so opulent and desirable that Titus—the commanding General of Rome tried to 

preserve the temple and the city. But the revolutionaries would not allow that.  

 

Let’s unpack Jesus’ dual-sense prophecy about the desolation of their house, and his coming at 

the end of the age…  
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Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple (21:5-9). 

So on his way back up the mount of Olivet the disciples, trying to break the tension created in this 

exchange at the temple, turn around and look at the now whitewashed stones and gleaming gilded 

buildings. Wow! How remarkable. Their starry eyed wonder is quashed by what Jesus says here.  

“Don’t be too impressed by this man made wonder.” Jesus looks down the corridor of history—he 

peers down 37 years from this day and sees this very site on fire, the blood soaked debris of a 

demolished third temple.   

The disciples come to him in a private moment and ask him two vital questions: (1) When will this 

happen, and (2) What will be the sign of your coming at the end of this age. So now, the disciples 

have framed it correctly. And this prophecy answers these two questions—but he answer splits the 

prophecy between their near future, and the far future when Christ would return at the end of the age.  

 

The Nature of Prophecy is that OT prophets fused near fulfillments with far ones. And the near 

ones were almost always paradigms, a foreshadowing of a prophecy’s far and final fulfillment. So 

Jesus is going to blend together in one prophecy the answer to their questions: (1) When will the 

temple be destroyed? And (2) What will signs be of your coming?  

 

 

Jesus then gives them the signs leading up to this horrific event and the end of the age.. 

1. Increasing false messiahs, so don’t be led astray (21:8).   
False messiahs will arise and claim they are Israel’s new King—opposing Rome. Now is the time. 

Come join the revolution. Don’t listen to them. Don’t follow them. Men like  

 Honi the Circle Drawer—a false claimant to Messiahship.  

 Athronges, a Jewish shepherd turned rebel claiming to be the Jewish king.  

 Shimon Magus: A Samaritan claiming to be the reincarnation of Jesus.  

 Dositheos the Samaritan, again claiming to be the Christ and comparable to rebels such as 

Judas the Galilean and Theudas. 

 John of Gishala: and the Zealots who opposed Titus. 

 Titus: Historian Josephus lists no fewer than a dozen pretenders. Including not least of 

which—Titus himself. When Roman conquerors Titus and Vespasian arrived in Jerusalem to 

quell the Jewish Revolution in AD 70—they hailed themselves to be Israel’s saviors.  

Between Jesus’ prophecy and the temple’s destruction, false Jewish Messiah’s would come. But the 

disciples were not to be fooled by pretenders.  

 Anyone denying the Christ has not come in the flesh—the incarnation of God’s King.  

 Anyone denying Jesus’ death on a cross or bodily resurrection from the dead.  

 Those who would deny the uniqueness of Christ as God’s only begotten Son in eternity.  

 Anyone claiming to finish the revelation of God in Christ with new prophecies or new 

“revelation.” Anathema. The book of Hebrews states that in the past God used to speak 
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through lots of prophets in various ways at various times. But now! NOW he has spoken in 

finality in the person of Jesus the Messiah—interpreted by his first century Apostles.  

 Anyone claiming to be reincarnation of Jesus.  

False Christ’s will emerge and tempt the faithful—don’t believe or follow them. 

 

3. Rising global turmoil, but don’t be alarmed (21:9-10). Jesus then tells them 

that they will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  

Between Jesus and the destruction of the temple in AD 70, the rumor of war was in the air. It was 

atmospheric.  

The Jews in Jesus’ day had a choice between which Messianic vision they would choose.  

(1) The Messianic vision of revolution and independence from Rome as an occupying force.  

(2) The Messianic vision of Jesus—the suffering servant of Is. 53 who is wounded for our 

transgressions and beaten for our sins, and by whose stripes and lashes we are healed.  

 

They had to make a choice between a mere political savior—securing some land and setting up yet 

another human administration that would be subject to corruption and failure and covenantal 

unfaithfulness.  

 

Or, they could choose the Son born as Immanuel. God with us. The one who fuses together the feast 

of Tabernacles and Passover—God tabernacling in our very hearts—the law of God written on our 

spirits. The King who offers to reign that last and most untamable frontier—the heart of man in 

revolt.  

 

And they chose wrong. They chose to feed the streams of national rebellion, to silence God’s last 

prophet to the nation—to reject Jesus as King and Lord over the territory and region no earthly king 

could ever rule.  

 

And this rejection of their king sets them onto a path that leads inexorably to war with Rome and 

their demise. Jesus said as that time draws closer you will hear of war and revolution in the air—it’s 

in the ether and the nations will be buzzing with the threat of it.  

 

Cosmic upheaval (21:11).  

In addition to nations constantly threatening global war and war with Israel, it will seem as though 

the very earth itself coming apart at the seams. Between Christ’s death and the destruction of the 

temple, Rome encountered some of the worst national disasters: (1) A devastating earthquake in 

Laodocia, (2) Mt. Vesuvius erupting and killing hundreds of thousands. 

Jesus predicts a maelstrom of  turmoil, war, cosmic upheaval. 
 

 

And he tells them, Don’t be alarmed.  
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Illus. And you and I shouldn’t be alarmed when we turn on the nightly news either. Because the 

constant threat of global upheaval is just par for the course. It’s just part of this fallen world. We pray 

for our nation and our neighbors, but truthfully, these things are normative signs that accompany this 

age.  

Illus. Don’t be alarmed when you hear of global warming melting our planet’s ice caps or the rising 

heat index. It doesn’t equate to “Don’t do anything about it” but it does mean—don’t panic and go 

crazy the way those who have no other hope do.  

 

Don’t be terrified by all this. 

 

4. Escalating persecution, so persevere to the end (21:12-18).  
In the meantime, you can expect that you will be dragged before courts, hauled off to jail, persecuted 

and pursued, just like the prophets. Rejoice—great is your reward for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets of Israel before you.  

 

They rejected their King—the nation’s one true prophet and voice of God—Jesus.  

And they will reject you. The world hates me, Jesus said, and so it will hate those who follow me.  

 

And this is to be the norm. Doesn’t mean we don’t befriend our neighbors and pray for those who 

persecute us. But persecution of the faithful is normal not abnormal. And what’s more it will 

happen—you can guarantee it.  

 

That said, you should rely on the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. He tells them, you can’t possibly 

prepare for the swiftness and the vigor of their persecution against you. But in those moments when 

you are standing on trial I will give you a supernatural wisdom to defend the Gospel that your 

persecutors can’t hope to match.  

 

In Acts we see just this. Every trial, the Gospel of Jesus is acquitted. Sometimes in comical ways.  

 

The Gospel has a legal right to exist in the world—and nation states who oppose the truth will have 

to do so on pure emotion, hatred, anger at Christ’s claim over their lives. They won’t have a leg to 

stand on forensically. They won’t have a case against the church rationally or legally.  

 

So, Jesus says, in light of the fact that you will be pursued and hated by the rebels who refuse 

Jesus as King—persevere. Endure to the end. Make it your bedrock commitment that you will not 

lose heart and you will see it through. They may be able to kill your body but they can’t touch your 

eternal soul. Some believe our salvation is in our perseverance. Others say that our perseverance is 

included in our salvation. Whatever the case, make no mistake, those who persevere will be saved. 
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5. The destruction of the temple, so flee to the hills (21:20-24).  
Jesus’ prediction here is on point with Josephus’ description. Here is just a bit of that.  

Titus surrounded Jerusalem in AD 64, cutting off supplies to the city.  

Historian Josephus records such a severe famine that swept across the land, he poignantly regrets in 

particular the pregnant women and nursing mothers due to the difficulty on them. He describes the 

city streets as ghost towns, filled with the corpses of the dead, the elderly, children, and an eerie 

silence. There is no wailing or praying or crying out to God in the streets because the people 

have no life, no strength in their bodies. All who remain are lethargic.  

 

Titus tries desperately to save the temple and Herod’s palace and the surrounding quarters due to the 

city’s exceeding beauty and importance to Rome as a trade route.  

 

But the rebels refuse. They will go down in a blaze of glory and blood.  

 

Titus sends Josephus in to plead with the Jewish rebels to give up. What he sees inside the massive 

temple courts is astounding—breathtaking. Weak Jewish revolutionaries, some half eaten. Dried 

blood of the slain stains the beautiful stones, and the stench like nothing imaginable.  

 

The entire city is burned up to the pool of Siloam. When the temple finally falls Titus has every 

single brick, stone, and column pulled down, dismantled, and Josephus describes the sight of it like 

watching the end of the world.  

 

Between this revolt and the Bar-Kochba revolt just 65 years later, 1.7 million Jews will be slain.  

 

And their bodies—there aren’t enough graves to bury that many people. Those who died of famine 

and who failed to flee Jerusalem into the hills, those revolutionaries who perished in the war—their 

bodies are unceremoniously thrown over the souther wall down into a valley called “Hinnom.” You 

know it in the NT as the word “Hell.” That is a translation of the word “ge’hinnom” or, the valley of 

Hinnom.  

 

With their bodies piled in this southern valley, they are burned and set a blaze and left to rot where 

the worm never dies—it never dies because it has 1.7 million Jewish corpses to feed on.  

 

Christian historian Eusebius recorded that most Christians recognized the signs and fled to Pella, 

a Greek city just 17 miles south of the Sea of Galilee—and Christianity increasingly took hold in the 

Greek and Roman world from then on.  

 

Now, you can imagine the severity in Jesus’ face—he sees all this. The absolute horror of it. But 

his prophecy is unimaginable to the disciples at this time.  
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6. The Son of Man comes in glory, so be watchful (21:25-28).  
It’s difficult to state just how dependent Jesus’ language is on Old Testament prophetic imagery. So 

let’s bring it in. 

Joel 2:30, 31 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns 

of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome 

day of the Lord comes.” This is the Blow the Trumpet in Zion—Plague of Locust devouring the land 

prophecy. And God promises—if you will rend your hearts in repentance, if you will turn in 

faithfulness back to your God this judgment can be averted.  

But they don’t. And it isn’t.  

 

Isaiah 13:10 “For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; 

the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. 
11 

I will punish the world for its 

evil and the wicked for their iniquity” 

This language is used as a prophecy against Babylon. And Jesus uses it like the prophets—directing 

it toward Israel.  

 

Now we understand why Jesus enters the city hailed as King yet wailing and lamenting like the 

prophet Jeremiah over the destruction of the city.  

 

V. 27 comes right out of Daniel 7. Here is that passage: 

“As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 
14 

And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

 

Luke 21:27-28 And then they will see (in heaven, the sign of) the Son of Man coming in a clouds 

(of heaven) with power and great glory. (And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, 

and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.) 
28 

Now 

when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 

 

 Jesus has two applications for his hearers. Be hopeful and be watchful. Lift up your head 

and see your salvation coming.  

 In the meantime be vigilant—alert and awake. For he will come like that robber who 

breaks in when you’re on vacation.  

 He’ll come suddenly when people are in a state of spiritual slumber.  


