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Recently President Trump declassified 2,800 documents regarding the assassination of JFK. 
According to experts, the main takeaway from the documents so far is the emergence of conspiracy 
theories.  

Since the event, almost immediately people began to question the simple story. That one lone 
gunman perched in Texas high rise armed with an army rifle who had unspecified animus towards 
President Kennedy—was able to take the president’s life that day by multiple gunshots from the 
window.  

One expert estimated that there have been, over the last several decades that conspiracy theorists 
have suspected  about 42 groups and about 82 different assassins by name. The list of conspiracies 
ranging from: (1) The mob, (2) the Masons, (3) Body doubles, (4) The infamous “umbrella man” 
(5) Lyndon Johnson’s administration, and (6) even Aliens.  

But the Trump’s document dump has largely been disappointing for conspiracy theorists. It seems 
that after so many years, maybe Ockham’s Razor still holds: The principle that you don’t multiply 
causes beyond necessity.  

Whatever the truth is, we know that at least one shooter discovered a vulnerability in the president’s 
itinerary—and the assailant capitalized on it—conspiracy or no conspiracy.  

Transition: Today’s story introduces us to the plot to kill Jesus of Nazareth. It was a conspiracy to 
silence him forever; or it was a plot to force his hand and to use his power against the Romans.  
And unlike with President Kennedy we do know who all the conspirators were. It’s just a matter of 
history now. We know it because the Disciples watched it unfold and reported it. We know it because 
many temple priests, scribes and Pharisees would later convert to Christianity—living to tell the 
story to the world. The people on the inside have told us the sordid details of this conspiracy—and 
today we just reflect on it as a matter of fact. 

Scripture: Luke 22:1-6 
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the chief priests 
and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people. 3 Then Satan 
entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was of the number of the twelve. 4 He went away and 
conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to them. 5 And they were glad, 
and agreed to give him money. 6 So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in 
the absence of a crowd. 
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Let’s take a few moments and observe the 3 players in the plot to kill Jesus: 
1. The Conspirators: The Chief Priests and Scribes (22:1-2). This phrase is 
code for the religious class. In Jesus’ day, Judaism was ruled by two major philosophies: (1) The 
members of the priesthood—There was about 1,000 members of Levi’s tribe, these were called the 
Kohanim. The chief priests were the council who comprised half of the Sanhedrin—the ruling 
council of Israel. (2) Scribal Judaism. Technically the scribes were supposed to be attached to the 
priesthood (and technically they were)—but scribal Judaism took after the tradition of Ezra and 
became greatly concerned with the education of the people. So, they tended practically to side with 
the Pharisees, and in fact sometimes the Pharisees are just referred to as “scribes”—as a category—
these scribal/pharisaic Jews were particularly scrupulous in their observance of the law (particularly 
with regards to tithing and Kosher diet).  

Jesus identified several key features of Priests:  
• They are super-pious and refuse to mingle with the riff raff. An uppity group of religious 

elitists.  
• They are a cultic group of leaders who deny the inspiration of most of the Hebrew Bible—

rejecting the writings of the prophets the poets and certain historical books. Jesus was 
disturbed that this group did not accept vital OT doctrines such as the existence of the spiritual 
realm, or the certainty of a future bodily resurrection. Jesus most often cites the Psalms—and 
to think that Israel’s worship leaders rejected their national hymn book was heresy.  

• The priests are corrupt. Their temple system ensures that their own nests are feathered while 
the rabble go without—begging in the street.  

Jesus identified several key features of scribal Judaism characterized by the scribes and Pharisees. 
• They were the purveyors of hypocritical religion. Laying heavy burdens of religion on the 

people that they were unwilling to carry themselves.  
• They craved the spotlight. They loved to be seen wearing their Sunday finest. Proud of their 

piety. Bragging about their positions of authority—and lapping up the honor of the crowds.  
• Toxic religion. They worked tirelessly to convert the irreligious Jew—traveling over land and 

sea to win a single convert—to earn God’s favor in doing so. But their brand of faith was toxic
—making the new zealous proselyte twice a son of hell as he was before.  

• Empty oath-taking. For show. They vowed great things in the sight of the people, but secretly 
broke those commitments.  

• Tedious devotion—atomizing their tithes of spices and meticulous in food preparation.  
• Outwardly devout. Inwardly dead. They ritually clean the outside of the dish, but inwardly 

they are filthy. Externally they bear all the marks of piety. But they live in a state of spiritual 
squalor and moral filth.  

What’s Jesus’ remedy for the buttoned up Bible thumpers of his age? The religious elitists? 
The Headline: The super-religious and self-righteous are easily offended. Their pride is just too 
easily bruised by this new covenant God is beginning with the people. And Jesus, the vessel of that 
New Covenant from  
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Jeremiah  31:34 “31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with 
their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And 
no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

Do you know what happens when God makes this new covenant? The priest, the scribe, the Pharisee, 
is out of a job (in a certain sense). Because God’s Spirit no longer is only revealed to one high priest 
on the day of atonement—the Spirit is poured out on all flesh. God’s immediate presence can 
transform the individual human heart—the knowledge God is available to all. And we become, as the 
Scriptures say, a Kingdom of priests.  

• The priests will have to become lowly pastors who shepherd God’s flock like the Messiah.  
• The temple will become obsolete as every human heart becomes the new dwelling. 

Jesus is siphoning off their devotees. He’s poaching their apprentices—threatening to end their 
revenue stream—threatening to give everyone the knowledge of God by the Spirit. Threatening on 
several occasions to even allow them to demolish “the temple” and he would raise it up in three days
—a new temple. That type fulfilled by its anti-type; the Christ who is God tabernacling among the 
people.  

Here’s the mistake we can make, like them: We can sometimes forget God’s grand mission to call 
the nations to worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. To make disciples of those who are lost.  

And you and I can get bogged down, if we’re not careful into the same spirit that they were of.  
• Just safeguarding safe religion. And so we can find ourselves complaining about 

translations, and paint colors, chair height, rearranging furniture. Like the priests, pharisees 
and scribes, we can forget our mission.  

• Joyless people with hearts of stone cold granite. When we morph into guardians of the 
sacred tradition—instead of worshipers and missionaries—we miss the joy of entering his 
gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise. We forget that we’re here for the people who 
aren’t here yet. And they’re lost and dying and will spend eternity separated from God—while 
we quibble about the color of stain on the floor, or firmness of new chairs, or bamboo offering 
baskets.   

But the priests and scribes had help. They discovered a man on the inside. A man who had very 
different motivations for giving up Jesus to them.  
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2. The Collaborator: Judas (22:3-6).  
Who is this man who we know as Judas? 
Judas was a common name in Jesus’ day, just as the name Jesus was. The NT lists no less than 8 
individuals who bore that name: 

1. Judas the son of James, and one of the twelve apostles (Luke 6:16) 
2. Judas, a brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55) 
3. Judas, Paul’s host in Damascus (Acts 9:11) 
4. Judas, called Barsabbas, a leading Christian in Jerusalem and a companion of Paul (Acts 

15:22) 
5. Judas, a revolutionary leader (Acts 5:37) 
6. Judah, an otherwise unknown person in the genealogy of Jesus (Luke 3:30) 
7. And Judah, a son of Jacob in the genealogy of Jesus and an ancestor of an Israelite tribe 

(Matthew 1:2; Revelation 7:5)—’Judas’ or ‘Judah.’2 
8. Judas Iscariot, the betrayer of Jesus and one of the twelve apostles  

He has a patriotic name. The word Judas and in Hebrew is the word YeHuDah from which the 
word “YeHudi” comes—meaning “the Jew.” So you’re a parent who names your Jewish son “the 
Jew.” This is like an American naming their child “America” or my patriotic friend who named his 
daughter “Liberty.” 

His last name is not so much a family last name as it is a meaningful designation. There are 
essentially three possibilities for the derivation of his last name: 

• His last name could derive from the Hebrew words Ish (man) Carioth (Kerioth) in Judea. His 
father’s name was Shimon also called Iscariot. So this would mean, “the man from Kerioth.” 
But this designation isn’t particularly helpful, unless it was to merely distinguish him from 
other Judas’—which never seems to be his defining trait in Scripture.  

• His last name could derive from the Aramaic term skaryota which means “the Sicarii.” In fact 
this is how his name is translated in the Peshitta, a very early Aramaic translation of the NT. 
The Sicarii means “dagger men”—a group of particularly violent revolutionary in the first 
century. They were called this because they would keep a dagger in their cloaks and then 
randomly stab a Roman soldier or a Roman sympathizer—like a tax collector…They believed 
in ushering in the kingdom by forcing God’s hand in subversive acts to Rome.  

• His name can be a hybrid of Greek and Aramaic—is’ karyota meaning “the robber who hangs 
by the neck.” 

The final option could be that his name uses the common device of wordplay—which is very 
common in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek—but almost invisible to the English reader. In this case, the 
root word Kerioth would be a play on words of Greek and Aramaic counterparts which have the 
same sound but different meanings—but possibly intended to be understood as all three 
simultaneously.  
My personal view is that Judas is a super-revolutionary, a Sicarii, or one sympathetic to their cause.  
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Whatever his motivation is, the Scripture says that Satan entered him corrupting his every impulse. If 
he had been a sympathizer with the Sicarii before, now that ambition turns into a murderous plot. 

He betrays Jesus for a bag of silver coins.  

Judas may not share the Chief Priests and scribes’ motivation to silence Jesus—he likely has just the 
opposite motivation. To reveal Jesus. To force his hand.  

If he’s arrested and tried and found guilty for Blasphemy—he would have to go eventually before 
Pilate. And that confrontation is likely just what Judas wants to see. Surely the Messiah would not be 
crucified by the Romans, and surely Jesus would be forced to use his divine power against Pilate and 
his legion of soldiers throughout the city.  

And so the passage states that Judas made a contract with the religious leaders—a pact that would 
forever seal his fate—30 pieces of silver is the entry price to Hell’s gates. How sad. And what was 
once a common name is now infamous and rare. A name that once meant “The praise of Yahweh” 
now means “traitor, conspirator—betrayer”. 

Jesus actually reaches out one last time to him. We find this part of the story in John’s Gospel. 
John 13:21-27 
“Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus' side,[e] 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus[f] 
of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is 
it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So 
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had 
taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 

Judas must have been initially stunned when Jesus prophesied his betrayal. Not altogether shocked as 
if Jesus has not done this very thing many times before. But earlier Jesus had washed Judas’ feet in 
service just as he had done all the other disciples. He gave no indication that he knew of this 
clandestine plot.  

And now—it’s apparent that Jesus knows the dark secret that he’s carried around sense the damnable 
deal was struck.  

Jesus is full of deep anguishing sorrow. Jesus is losing a brother, an apprentice, a disciple. A man 
who could have otherwise experienced the glories of his resurrection, the elation of watching him 
ascend bodily into heaven, the power surging through him in the upper room and in miraculous 
healings for others.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26642e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26643f
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But Jesus is sad for his soul. Sad he will miss it all. Distraught that instead of shared glory this 
unrepentant collaborator will be ushered into eternal hell. “It would have been better” the Scriptures 
say, “If that betrayer had never even been born.” 

But there is another conspirator in the story that could easily go overlooked. 
3. The Deep State: Satan (22:3). 
The idea of “Deep State” is also known by the name “Shadow Government.” This is a conspiracy 
theory that imagines that the actual members of government and visible actors are actually being run 
by a shadow government—people behind the scenes who are pulling the strings and controlling 
human affairs.  

So it turns out that the real puppet master working supernaturally, invisibly behind the scenes, is 
God’s arch enemy—the Devil. It says that Satan entered him which is an idiomatic expression 
referring not to Satan’s control or possession of Judas, but in the Devil’s influence over his mind and 
his motivations. Judas has given himself over to darkness.  

Who is Satan from a biblical point of view?  
• We first encounter this character taking the form of a serpent in Genesis 3—the tempter of 

humanity. We learn that this character is none other than Satan himself from Rev. 12:10. 
• Jesus essentially quotes or alludes to 2 OT passages which speak of him: 

o Isaiah 14:12-15 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!  
How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!  
13 You said in your heart ‘I will ascend to heaven;  
above the stars of God, I will set my throne on high;  
I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north;  
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’  
15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 

This passage was originally spoken by Isaiah to the King of Babylon but larger implications of Satan 
himself. In fact, this very passage is how the Book of Revelation—particularly chapter 12 depicts 
Satan and this leads us to the second OT passage describing his origin… 

o Ezekiel 28:11-19 “You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty. 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering, 
sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; 
and crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings.  
On the day that you were created they were prepared. 14 You were an anointed guardian 
cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones 
of fire you walked. 15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, 
till unrighteousness was found in you. 16 In the abundance of your trade you were filled 
with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the 
mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones 
of fire. 17 Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for 
the sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground” 
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Again, Revelation 12 seems to explicitly apply this prophecy given to the King of Tyre—the imagery 
of it is used to describe Satan’s own fall from heaven. 

The book of Revelation depicts him as repeatedly trying to kill David’s heir and to destroy the 
Messianic line of kings. 

• He is called in John 12:31 “the ruler of this age” 
• In 2 Cor. 4:4 “the god of this age” 
• In Eph. 2:2 “the prince of the power of the air” 
• He is the prince of demons according to Matt. 12, 25. 
• He is a finite angelic being who is constrained by God with limited power (Job 1:12, Luke 4:6; 

2 Thess. 2:7-8 
• He is supremely clever and devious as he works to exploit our weaknesses and use them 

against us.  
• After destroying a human life—wrecking it in sin—he then accuses God’s image-bearers 

before God, he slanders us defaming our character in God’s presence.  

His ultimate goal is to replace God as an object of worship, to corrupt mankind who are the image-
bearers of God through sin, to deceive the minds of men and darken their hearts.  

He is a malicious, malevolent evil who tirelessly works to destroy humanity and ultimately God’s 
plan for New Creation.  

He loves to infiltrate religion and morph it into a prideful meritocracy.  

He delights in deceiving those who would receive the Gospel by deceiving them into believing that 
what is morally evil is actually morally praiseworthy—and common sense morality is actual moral 
insanity.  

And the Scriptures teach that Satan’s plan to keep us bound in death—permanently exiled from God, 
that plan has been defeated by Christ’s cross and resurrection from the dead.  

And today—in this story, this ancient foe, the arch enemy of God—the angel that was created in 
perfection and fell in pride and vanity—who turned his supernatural energies toward deceiving and 
destroying God’s people—today he enters one of Jesus’ followers. A man in the inner circle of 
Christ. And fills his heart with deception and dreams of national glory.  

Takeaways: 
We can choose to become busy with religion. The Devil would love to keep us too preoccupied 
with the business of church—bogged down in the minutia of arguing non-essential matters. Satan’s 
work among the priests and scribes was to just make them industrious in petty religion. Ignoring the 
weightier matters such as faith, justice, and mercy. Forever lost in the trivial. Forgetting the things 
that matter—like loving God supremely—worshiping him in Spirit and in truth. Neglecting the call 
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to love our fellow man as we love ourselves—to show them grace and compassion. If Satan can’t 
make you bad—he will make you busy. And like the priests and scribes, our minds become breeding 
grounds for Satan’s activity. We can, unwittingly, find ourselves looking devout—but having a form 
of godliness while denying the power of the Gospel to set the captive free. 

We can become disillusioned by Jesus when he fails to meet our expectations. I’m convinced this 
is why Judas betrayed Jesus. His personal agenda for Jesus—to fulfill his vision of Messiah—was 
not coming to pass. In fact Jesus on several occasions had actually prophesied his own arrest and 
death on a cross by the Romans. But how could this be? This is not what God is supposed to be 
doing. Every word about being the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, every parable 
about the Kingdom beginning as a small seed and growing eventually into a large tree to 
accommodate all the nations who would come perch in its branches, every prophecy about the 
Messiah’s rejection and piercing—he conveniently screened out because he had a filter. And that 
filter told him that God is supposed to come a certain way. The Messiah has to perform my will on 
earth—not God’s will on earth as it is in heaven.  

• Disillusionment with God becomes doubt. 
• Doubt breeds betrayal in the heart.  

And this is serious business. Someone who walked, learned, and followed Christ over the hillsides of 
Galilee, praised him for his miracles and heard his teaching in the most intimate of settings—chose 
to betray him for a cheap payoff. If it could happen to Judah (the one whose name means “God’s 
praises”) then disloyalty and unfaithfulness can be sparked in the hearts of any one of us.   

And so the call for you and I is to simply surrender. To check our ambitions, our expectations of 
Jesus. Not to mistake mere activity for Kingdom. And not to force Jesus to fit into our needs and 
hopes and wants.  

It turns out that Jesus is sovereign. And he sovereignly chooses to be God’s King and God’s lamb—
not the fantasy Jesus who waves his wand and makes all our problems disappear in an instant.  


