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Introduction: So far we have seen that… 
 
Recap: Week 1—we established that the Gospel of Luke is the story of Jesus who came to seek and 
save those who are lost. 
 
Week 2—We noted that Jesus’ childhood years were characterized by growing in wisdom and 
understanding, his spiritual and physical stature, an auspicious reputation with God and men. 
 
This week we are looking at a story of epic combat in the desert. Jesus is baptized by John and 
affirmed by the Father and anointed in Power by the Spirit and is led immediately into a showdown 
with the prince of darkness. He has a date with the devil. 
 
Luke frames Jesus’ great temptation by the devil with one simple sentence that speaks volumes to us 
about how Jesus lived and faced trials.  
Luke 4:1-2 “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned to the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 
 
Luke’s Gospel demands that we see Jesus as the uniquely born, heaven sent Son of God. This theme 
has already been in the forefront of the Gospel in multiple ways: 

• Jesus’ birth narrative. In contrast to John the B. who is the greatest prophet born of women, 
a man in whom the Scripture says is “full of the Spirit”—a miracle child who is the fruit of 
two parents, Zachariah and Elizabeth—but Jesus by contrast is not merely a prophet of Israel, 
he is as Gabriel stated “God’s Son.” He is born to a virgin and would be God’s Savior for all 
mankind. He is Emmanuel, God with us.  

• Jesus’ boyhood narrative we noted that he has a self-awareness that he is God’s unique 
Son. 

• Jesus’ baptism. John baptizes the people in the region of Judea, and when Jesus is baptized 
John is utterly flummoxed. He cannot imagine why the lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world needs to undergo the baptism of proselytes—a baptism of repentance… 
“This is my beloved Son—in him I am well pleased.”  

 
There is no question that Jesus is portrayed in the text as God’s unique Son from eternity.  
 
However, we may be tempted as some have been in the past to slip into a kind of soft Docetism. 
The Docetic heresy in the early Christian centuries was the belief that Jesus’ humanity was 
merely illusory—a disguise if you will. But Christian doctrine is not docetic, the Christian faith is 
incarnational. Jesus did not just wear the disguise of humanity. He did not just masquerade as a 
peasant, roaming the markets in a threadbare and patched tunic so as not to be recognized as 
glorious king. He was a provincial tradesman who lived among the crofters and country-folk.  
  
Heresy is born of two motivations: (1) To diminish his deity and make him merely godlike, and to 
(2) venerate his humanity. To imagine that Jesus never had an upset stomach from dirty water, or got 
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nausea from some undercooked fish, or that he didn’t struggle with a blemished face or body odor as 
a teenager. We must avoid the temptation to humanize his deity and deify his humanity. 
 
 Jesus is not a quasi-man he is the quintessential man—He is the Son of God born uniquely into 
the world but he is also the Son of man who partakes of the ordinariness of humanity. Jesus is the 
second Adam (inferred in Luke’s genealogy) and explicitly asserted in Paul’s writings (Rom 5). 
Jesus restarts humanity—he is the obedient Son that God never had, either in the garden or the 
exodus. Jesus is the prototype for a new humanity that will be filled and transformed by the Spirit of 
God living forever in obedience to the Father.  
 
So how did Jesus face temptation? He faced it as a Spirit-filled man.  
Jesus faced temptation… 
1. Filled with the Spirit (4:1).  
We note, who else is filled with the Spirit—John the baptizer. John’s name is Yochanan. Which 
means “Yahweh is grace”—his name’s sake taken from a famous Jewish High Priest who was 
assassinated by the Greeks because he protested foreign gods and customs in Israel. He was 
generally viewed as a martyr (400 BC). In AD 134 a famous revolutionary Yochanan (John) 
Hyrcanus led a successful military campaign to defeat the Greeks, the high priest then recruited an 
army and took back much Jewish territory lost to them, but he forced the surrounding  
 
Now John would have been interpreted by his Judean and Galilean audiences as a revolutionary 
prophet. 
 
But John is not some political revolutionary who intends to take up the sword or arms against the 
powers that be. He is a dissident. Leading a spiritual insurgency against the darkness that has gripped 
this Jewish world. He speaks out against unfaithfulness and sin. His good news contains lot so of bad 
news. Repent and escape the coming judgment—and he performs this spiritual revolution in the 
Power of the Holy Spirit. John is not just the last prophet of the OT who gets whacked by 
Herod, he is also the harbinger of all future disciples of Jesus who will be filled with the Spirit 
on Pentecost and thereafter.  
 
Filled with the Spirit: This does not mean to be merely controlled by the Spirit. The people who 
were filled with rage and jealousy and lust in the Bible—were not just mechanically, robotically 
controlled by those emotions or sinful impulses—they experienced them to the degree that they came 
under the influence of rage, jealousy etc…  
Here’s the Key… 
Eph. 5:18-21 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 
19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.” 
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Illus. Karlee Singing about her daddy. I don’t know how or why our praises move the heart of our 
Father. But they do. And when God is moved he moves on us.  
 
God wants us to live full of his Spirit—and the secret to a life full of the Spirit is a life full of 
Praises to our God. Because God inhabits the praises of his people.  
 
Have you ever left church feeling uplifted after a difficult week or weekend?  
 
You and I choose the habits of passion. And when we engage in the habits of passion, we are 
transformed and changed.  
 
The first key to enduring and resisting temptation is a life of praise. A life of surrender in worship 
and intimacy with the Lord. A life of cherished honor and adoration. 
 
Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the cravings of the flesh.  
 
2. Led by the Spirit (4:1-2). Jesus is led here to a very difficult thing.  
Just as the Father’s voice has thundered out of the corridors of heaven affirming Jesus’ ministry, so 
now the yawning gates of hell are open to him also. But not in a way you’d think.  
 
Jesus is offered a remedy for what ails him. And the temptations are for things that are proprietary 
to him. I’m never tempted to turn this ipad into a bar of gold (snap! ---nothing!) Because that’s not 
within my power. The temptations Jesus faces here are within his purview—stuff he can do.  
 
But they are sympathetic temptations because they are the kinds of things you and I face daily. 
Hebrews “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet he did not sin.” 
 
The essence of each temptation is to do something that is out of the will of the Father—or not in 
his timing. To force God’s hand to realize a need, a dream, or a destiny. All of which may be in of 
itself, totally legit.  
 
Jesus is not going to achieve anything God wants for him by shortcutting the Father’s process. 
Which in Jesus’ case is the road of rejection and suffering. It is being led to a life of loss. 
 
We must be willing to be led by the Spirit into difficult places. DON’T assume that you are out 
of God’s will because things get hard. It may be that God is burnishing your character.  
Rom. 8:13-17 “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.” 
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What is the hallmark of bearing the family name? Of being children of God the Father by our 
association with God the Son? We suffer with him in expectation of being glorified with him also.  
So let’s break down the temptation to see what is really going on here. 
 
3. Resisting the darkness (4:2-14). No matter how well-intentioned or well-reasoned the 
temptation seems at the time, the temptation is always an effort to disobey God’s Word and his 
will—or to achieve something that is God’s will but not in his calendar. And this is what Jesus resists 
with his holy nature. 
 

The setting: He was filled with the Spirit, led by the Spirit into the desert. 
o The desert/wilderness (4:1). Jesus could have gone eastward toward the desolate area 

known as Qumran. Or, he could have gone southward to Jeshimon translated “the 
wilderness.” The word itself means a wasteland. South of Judea and west of the dead 
sea this barren land is sterile because of the high salt content—nothing could grow there 
in Jesus’ day.  

! 1 Sam. 23:24—it is the place where David—Jesus’ ancestor spent in hiding 
from Saul. It is the place from which David emerged fit to be king of Israel—and 
it is the place where Jesus—David’s Son will emerge fit for a kingdom that will 
never end. 

o The devil. It was God’s will to lead him there to be tempted and tested by Satan. So the 
backdrop of Jesus’ temptation is (1) a sterile, desolate, unforgiving land; (2) a nearly 
impossible demand—to fast for 40 days. The British Med. Journal stated that a person 
can live up to 40 days without food so long as they are properly hydrated—but at day 38 
the body will go into convulsions and acute pain and mental lethargy; (3) He is accosted 
by the arch-enemy of God and his God’s people—the devil. Now the devil is not a 
scary, scaly, sharp-toothed and horned troll. He is beautiful. An angel of light. An 
exquisite evil. And he shows up in the story as a concerned party. Concerned for Jesus’ 
welfare—casting doubts on God’s care for his own Son. Concerned for Jesus’ 
position—surely God’s progeny deserves all the kingdoms of the world. An apparent 
concern for Jesus’ legitimacy—no doubt God would want you to prove you’re his son in 
a fantastic miracle. 

So the first temptation is that of… 
• False ministry (4:3-4). “If you are the Son of God, then tell these stones to become bread…” 

A fundamental misuse of his divine power. God had called him to minister in compassion to 
the hurting not to perform cheap parlor tricks to satisfy his own needs. Jesus’ answer is 
immediate: He answers logic with the logos—the Word of God from Ex. 16, Dt. 8—man 
doesn’t live merely by material sustenance—but by every word that proceeding from God. His 
body must learn to obey his Spirit, and his spirit is sustained by God’s own will. It is God’s 
will for him to fast and that is his highest calling in this moment. He will not falsely use God’s 
power or resources for personal gain—especially when it is not the will of the Father. 

• False glory and a false god (4:5-8). “To you I will give all glory…for it has been delivered to 
me.” Not a glory that ultimately doesn’t belong to him, but a glory achieved the wrong way 
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and in the wrong timing. It is a temptation to bypass the rejection of his own people. To 
shortcut the path to his glory as King. To circumvent the daily rigors and exhaustion of 
ministry to the masses and the hurting—to fast track straight to the palace. But the price? 
Everything. Scholar Kent Hughes stated that “Jesus was made to hear the rustling of the 
world’s flags flying in his honor.” And there can be no greater temptation than to accelerate 
God’s timing for a thing you know is ultimately God’s will. But it is a false acquisition of 
glory. 

o Satan did control the world at that time.  
o He is called the god of this world.  
o The prince of the power of the air.  

And so the temptation to bypass human suffering, rejection, cruel torture and ultimately the shame 
and scandal of the cross—this was a great temptation to be sure. 
 
Jesus knows he has not come to broker a deal with Rome, Greece, the Parthians, or Satan. He had 
not come to find a political compromise with evil but to forever judge it and defeat it. So that 
the human heart that is in the grip of sin, that is hopelessly corrupted through open rebellion to God 
can be forever set free in the Kingdom of the Son! That’s why he came. Not initially to set up his 
earthly governance (that will happen later) but to conquer spiritual territory and that realm of the 
heart could only be captured through an unthinkable horror—his execution as a Roman dissident and 
his resurrection to vindicate his claims as King and conqueror of the last great frontier—the heart of 
man. 
 
And if Jesus should bypass the road to the cross—which is a road of suffering—he forsakes that all-
important mission. That men may be transformed by the Spirit—live filled with the Spirit and led by 
the Spirit. And walk in intimacy with our God in repentance and praise. 
 
And we are all tempted to live for false glory and false gods. 
 
The last temptation of Christ… 

• False Faith (4:9-13). Satan in an instant whisks Jesus off to the pinnacle of the Temple’s 
Royal Portico, overlooking the ravine of the Kidron Valley, about a 450 ft. drop right to 
bottom. He is quoting Psalm 91 in it context. The Psalm was often sung by Jews as a promise 
that God will protect them as a nation. And Satan’s logic is sound. If God says in Psalm 91 
that he will rescue the children of Israel—not actually children—but children by analogy—
then how much more will the Father step in an intervene for is actual child—God’s unique 
Son?  

 
There are times in Jesus’ ministry—as we’ll see next week—where God has to step in and save his 
life when his ministry puts him in a tough spot. God has already done this for him in the case of 
Herod. God has supernaturally moved to spare his life this far. God will do it again.  
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But Jesus responds by citing the Scripture—though shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. At issue here is 
false faith. Presumptuousness. The Scripture says to test the spirits, not to uncritically accept them. 
How do you know that the voices inside your mind are yours, God’s, or an evil spirit whispering 
well-intentioned but godless notions into your human spirit? 
 
God tests us, we don’t test him. 
 
Conclusion: Psalm 91:11-13 Satan doesn’t quote the last line of that phrase.  
 
It states that he will tread upon the lion and the beast. He will trample under foot the serpent and the 
little lion.  
 
Why?  
 
Because the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world is the lion of Judah who roars back to 
life on the third day—defeating the devil—that serpent and wanna-be lion in the wilderness—and 
this is the key to our victory.  
 
1. We overcome sin as we are filled with and overflow in God’s presence through a life of praise.  
2. We defeat the power of sin being led by the Spirit to a life of obedience and service to our 
heavenly Father.  
3. We resist the temptations to pursue selfishness and false glory and false worship—and 
presumptive faith.  
 
We acknowledge that the lamb who takes away our sins on the cross is the lion who crushes the head 
of the serpent and tramples the devourer. 
 
 


